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Chess Canada (CCN) is the elec-

tronic newsletter of the Chess name Aﬂ"Otations by...

Federation of Canada. Opinions
expressed in it are those of the

credited authors and/or editor, H TATA EH! GM Eric Hansen
and do not necessarily reflect ansen: :
hose of the CFC, its Governors, [ e ’ ..................................... 6 GM Bator Sambuev
agents or employees, IMng, | Hambleton: On the way to GM 2 IM Aman Ham b leton
L s 21 FM John Doknjas
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submissions “The Englishman”
CCN is looking for contributions:
tournament reports, photos, an- e IM Micheal Kleinman
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see thisissue or read the 2013.06
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Chess Canada Gnome contains 29
annotated games, including anno-
tations from:
e GM Eric Hansen (3)
GM Bator Sambuev (2)
IM Aman Hambleton (5)
FM John Doknjas (2)
Joey Qin (1)
Joshua Doknjas (1)

“Gnome” refers to Iceland, where
many of this issue’s games were
played.

The next issues include interviews
with recent Canadian chess book
authors: IM David Cummings (The
English) and IM Michael Song (The
Chess Attacker’s Handbook), as
well as reviews of both books; and
notable Canadians in online chess,
including interviews with the
ChessBrahs (Eric and Aman) and
HelmsKnight (one of the world’s
best bughouse players).

The notice at the right is a happy
inclusion for this issue, as David
Cohen has been a long-time con-
tributor to Canadian Chess, includ-
ing Canadian Chess Hall of Fame,
and Player of the Year. Congrats!

Lisette Lu, mLT and David
Cohen, MPPM, 1A, AIM were
married Monday, May 14,
2018 by a bishop at Toronto
City Hall.

Thanks to friends and

witnesses Chris Hui and
Dani Roloson; friend and
photographer Peter Holt;
and Dr. Gryfe for David's
day pass from Mount Sinai

Hospital.




* selected by the editor

The following diagrams are critical — 8 / Tz
positions from this issue of Chess 8| & % = /%E//% /// / ///// /E% 8 E%/ ;g/ /Eéﬁ@/
2 4 7 v B & IR 1 2@ 4a4
Canada. You can treat them as ex- 7 */éi /@ ) i 3 . 7 2 7 // =, %/ % //m,/ - /?/ y
ercises or as a teaser introduction o & & &4 v, 7, // // 7 s & A &
to what you’ll find this month. sV 70 // ////// % 5V %/ %// // 5| By A / ///
% % / % 4 /7// /@5/ /// /7/ / ////// / //é é/%
“ . . n . 4 % Z /é ////// 4 /////////
These “critical positions” can be: . d %/ /// //// s /gﬁ/ % a
e winning combinations %/ 7 5 e
e simple calculation exercises % /// // ////// ///// %/
e surprising tactics 1 W /% . 1 % oo P /// % E
e endgames requiring precise a b e de T gn a b c d e f
play o
e variation-rich middlegames See: Reykjavik Recapture or check first?
e moments when one player See: On the Road

went badly wrong.

8 5 8| @/E s 8 @ EE
7 // % 4 %,,,,// 7, >

v, //%,/ /@ /@E B i = Iy 7@«2// / /

The . and squares next to s\ . . 6 Z/// /// %m% o & Wi
. . . // % 7 ////// A\ YV R DY kI s T i

each diagram indicate the player 5 %/ ///%7 /%g /%7‘ 5 %/ / / 5%*/ /m/
Jar mei m  Tu m/ W B mal n
. //@/% %%// /% A g/ / ////// / 5 g/ ,,,,,, /// 7/ g

%/ %/ %7 %/ 3 ////// , % %/ 7/ Yz %/ % %/

7, W W s B AT

. . 2 ) ) / g/ !l H KA

Solutions appear in the game anal- %% %,% %% //////////// ey s //% /y/ =

ysis in this month’s CCN, in the red i B B B 1% /@éﬁéﬁ//; i3 B B
diagrams in the reports named a b ¢ d e f g h a b c d e f g h a b ¢ d e f g h

under the diagram. Critical pos-

tions usually feature significantly See: Hambleton See: On the Road See: On the Road
more analytical commentary than

the rest of the game.
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TATA, EH!

GM Eric Hansen was invited to play in the B-
Group at the 2017 TATA Steel tournament in Wijk
aan Zee, January 14-29, 2017.

Eric agreed to write a “Tournament Diary” for
Chess Canada consisting of three entries — one
written before, one during, and one after the
event — as well as three annotated games.

Ranked 10™ of 14 players, Eric was guaranteed to
face challenging opponents, but winning would
qualify him for the top section, which regularly
features the very best players in world chess: in-
cluding Magnus Carlsen, Fabiano Caruana, Vishy
Anand, Lev Aronian, and more.

- editor

Chess Canada

Wijk aan Zee, The Netherlands
13.01.2017
GM Eric Hansen

The pairings have just come out and
all I know is | drew black in round one,
which means I'll end up with one more
black in the thirteen-round event. As
a pseudo-professional chess player
the main problem is holding against
well-prepared grandmasters, which is
much more of a problem with black
than with white.

§ -

7, .x

by oM Eric Hansen_

My feelings coming into the event are
quite mixed and all over the place but
filled with optimism at every avenue; |
have arrived in good physical shape and
am mentally calm. As 10th seed and a
late-invitee in the strongest event of my
career the excitement overtakes any
sort of residual internal pressure that |
have been hosting ever since | tried to
get into this tournament 5 years ago.
I’'m in a much different place than | was
2 or 3 years ago when | was still on the
pro circuit.

With 32 hours to go until the first round
Il try to find that bubble which worked
so well for me at the Baku Olympiad:
minimizing my distractions, getting
regular exercise, and sleeping at disci-
plined hours. I'll have to compensate
for my lack of great opening prepara-
tion by doing everything else right. The

< last month or so heading into the event
. my routine has mainly been gym, chess
. books (for pleasure), and a lot of medi-
~ tation/visualization for the impeding

tournament.

| It's been a real struggle to catch up

on opening theory — it is tedious, but

?f Windy Wijk ann Zee.
“\ Small town, Big chess history.
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most importantly it is not very
practical to me unless you are
actually playing often since
theory moves so quickly these
days. I'm definitely going into
this event with a basic game-

~ plan: play very fast, stay solid,
| and take full advantage of my
" opportunities. What | mean by

that last part is to keep an eye
out on the technical aspect —
converting or keeping the win-
ning chances alive in better
positions — which is one area
where | can still improve con-
siderably.

I'm feeling good physically and
calculation-wise, so, ideally, I'd
like to have long games here
in Wijk and see how | do in
deep waters. In other words, |
am trying to take a page out of
Carlsen’s playbook. I'd like stay
true to myself when | put out
the goal of trying to extract as
much from every game as pos-
sible no matter how dry the sit-
uation could be.

- GM Eric Hansen

Ragger,Markus (2697)
Hansen,Eric (2603)

C84

Tata Steel-B 79th Wijk aan Zee
(3), 16.01.2017

Notes by John Upper

1.e4 e5 2.5)f3 Hc6 3.2b5
26 4.d3

Ragger spent 0 seconds on this
anti-Berlin move.

4...d6 5.¢3 2e7 6.0-0 0-0
7.2e1 a6 8.2a4

75 7 .
%%%g@@%

- M W A OO N ®
\\ &
\\

////////////////////

8...0d7

This frees the f-pawn to challenge
White’s center, and may allow
..&\c5-e6, which White usually
stops with £e3 or d3-d4.

A month later, in the online PRO

League, Eric’s played the World
Champion and continued:

8...b5 9.£c2 Be8 10.9bd2 £f8
11011 Qb8 12.d4 Hbd7 134993
£b7 14.b3 g6 15.a4 £g7 16.2d3
d5 17.2g5 dxe4 18.2xe4 £xe4
19.5)xe4 exd4 20.9xd4 c5 21.4c6
W7 22 Wd6 Wxd6 23.5)xd6 Exel+
24.8xe1= Black should is OK
here, but White is Carlsen, and
this was a rapid game. 24...bxa4
(24...c4!) 25.bxad &8 26.)e7+
¢hg7 27.a5 Eb8 28.h3 Eb3 29.c4
2d3 30.2f4 2d4 31.293 h5 32.5f1
Hd3 (32...9e4!=) 33.£f4 Bd4 34.93
8d3 35.dc8 £xe7? 36.8xe7

bf8 37.2h6++- g8 38.2e3 Ha3
39.0d6 HExa5 40.52g2 Ha2 41.8xf7
g5 42.2e7 g4 43.h4 a5 44.2h6
1-0 Carlsen,M (2840)—-Hansen,E
(2603) chess.com, 2017.

9.d4

Caution: Statistics

About half the games that have
reached this position it is White to
move (having saved a tempo with
d2—-d4), but this doesn’t seem to
make much difference to the re-
sults — 50% with Black winning as
many as White.

The following game is Viktor
Kortchnoi’s last-ever win over a

2600+ player: 9.2e3 b6 10.£b3
Hh8 11.2bd2 5 12.2xb6 cxb6:

”%*%%W%%%%;
1ai //% %

\

%
'y

/////

- N W A OO N o

e f g h

Later, Caruana imrpoved with:
13.exf5 £xf5 14.d4 exd4 15.2)xd4
#xd4= (0-1, 32) Anand,V-
Caruana,F Saint Louis, 2017.

13.£d57! g5!
Not exactly the typical move
of an 79-year-old player, but
there it is.... Korchnoi just
loves to jam his g-pawns for-
ward. 13...g5!? isnt as crazy
as it first appears, since White
has a hard time applying the
principle: Meet a wing attack
with a counter in the centre.
- Lakdawala, Kortchnoi:
Move by Move
14.h3 g4! 15.hxg4 fxg4 16.5h2
£95% 174 c4 b5 18.De3 £xe3
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(18...h51%) 19.Exe3 W6 20.We1
fe7 21.f3 Hxd5 22.exd5 2g8

23 .Wg3? gxf3 24 Wixf3 &f5! 25.5f1
£g5! 26.52h1 Whe! 27.2f2 Zag8
28.2e1 Wg6 (28...5h5! 29.93
Wg6-+) 29.2e3 2xd3-+ taking the
B allows ...e4; White struggled on,

\ but lost (0-1, 46) Caruana,F (2721)
I — Kortchnoi, V Gibraltar, 2011.

" 9...exd4 10.cxd4 £\b6

11.2b3 294 12.)c3%
E W Ee |

A /7 7 /7 Vrrre,
iaas
%

s// /

S

N

s 1Y

P

&%ZV/%Q

a b c¢c d e f g h
12...2h8N

12...2f6 13.2e3 g6 14.¥/d3

&xf3 15.gxf3 £g7 16.2ad1 &h8
(16...%9h41?) 17.f4 ¥h4 18 We2
HNe7 19.56h1 d5 20.e5+ (1/2-1/2,
41) Van Foreest,J (2548)-Short,N
(2678) Douglas, 2015.

13.2e3 f5! 14.exf5
Eric had a long think here, and

produced a lemon.

s B~ E
7 x/i/ .éf i
BT ’
6 & ///// 7 |
° %/ %/ Y %/ %/
// " /// b
// ,,,,,,, m
zg%/f% AAR
////// /, / /A//,,//y// 7///”/”
15/%@@ &
c d e g h
14...2f67?

14...8x5? 15.d5 He5 (15..5)a5
16.£8xb6 £xb3 17.14xb3 cxbb
18.£)d4+-) 16 )d4 Wd7 17 e6+-;

14...d500% Black will recover the
f-pawn with a roughly balanced
game.

15.2) e4+-

White also has 15.2e6! Simply
saving the pawn with a huge ad-
vantage 15..2e7 16.¥d3 &xf3
17.gxf3+ White’s tripled pawns
look weird, but how will Black get
his As into the game?

15...2xf3
15...2xf5 16.9xf6 Wxf6:

17..20e7? 18.2g5+-;
17..% a5 18.8c1+
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17.d5 % e5 18.49)xe5 dxeb
19.2c1+.

16.Wxf3 Hxd4 17.2xd4
£xd4 18.2ad1+-

w _ g
1a s
A

7 oy B

7,

////// Pun
/g% oy
gﬁ/%wﬁgﬁ
5B @

d e g h
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Black’s £\b6 and £a8 are out of
play, while all of White’s pieces
are centralized and ready to go for

Round 4, Tuesday 17 January 2017, Wijk aan Zee

TATA STEEL CHESS 2017

Live broadcast nowered bv Ches

Black’s ¢?, where White also has a
4v2 majority.

18...c5!

Weakens d6 but supports the £
and keeps the d—file blocked.

18...2xb2 19.9c5+- and H)eb is
lights out.

19.Wh5 h6

19...We8 20.Wxe8 (20.%g4!)
20...8d8 21.5xd6+-;

19..)d7 20)xd6 (20.£)g5??
BXF2+15) 20.. 56 210 T++-,

20.%g6
20.f6! is also resignable:

20...8xf6 21.9)xf6 Wixf6 22.He8++-

W #TataSteelChess

GM Van Foreest (2612) 0:31:1

20...2xf6 21.xd6+- or 21.8xd6+-.

20...d5

///////

- N w A~ O (o)) ~ (o]
\\\\§ \& S \ \&
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\
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a b ¢

21.f6!+- Wc7

21...8xf6 22.)d6 (22.9xc5+-)
22..Wixd6 23.2c2+;

21...Bxf6 22 9\ xf6 Wixf6 23.2e8+
Exe8 24 Wixe8+ ¢hh7 25.2d2
(25.£c2+ g6 26.2:h1!1+- stepping
out of the checks on f2 allows
Bel1-e7.) 25..4¢c4 26.8e2 Hd6
27.2C2++-.

22.)g5! gxf6
22...hxg5 23.8e7+-.

23.%xh6+ <©g8 24.5)e6
1-0

chess.com scr. eencap

Notes by

GM Eric Hansen

Lei Tingjie (2467)
Hansen, Eric (2603)

D76

79th Tata Steel ‘B’ Wijk aan Zee
(7.1), 21.01.2017

As | started finding my rhythm in
the second half of the tourna—
ment, it became apparent that |
needed to score a couple wins
with Black to catch up to the
leaders. Naturally, this was one
of those games.

1.d4 96 2.c4 g6 3.93 297
4.£g2 d5

x%%x

////////////////////////
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| went for the Grunfeld against
her because she had a pretty
poor and unpredictable record




10

against it. White has ianal chess 14...5d5
a space As a pseudo- professtl)?é‘r?‘ i hold- | Atfirst Logically taking the square that
5.cxd5 Dxd5 6.2f3 0-0 7.0-0  advantage p\ayer the main pro orand- | gance, < now available after White's last
Hc6 8.e4 but Black | jng against well-preparea 8 Black move.
8.6)c3 H)b6 9.e3 He8 is was able masters, which is much more O has great
considered the main line these to hold blem with black than with activity 15.%¢c1 Hcb6
days. the knight a pro while Playable but hard to see was:
| blockade white. White is 15...8)xf4 16.gxf4 Hb6 17.9)d4
£8...20b6 9.d5 DNab5 10..Ac3¢c6  on d6 and a bit far Analysis Diagram:
& 11.2f4 the game in off from attacking the c6 _
Carlsen,M-Wei Yi, Bilbao 2016. weakness. 8 -
AW Ee He e n
& Y * 12...¥%xd1 14.e5 | mi n
sl /m/ % W & 12...bxc67?! 13.¥c2 Black has T %/M @/
m . m ////// %/ issues dealing with the incoming sl H & @ Haes % > %% /@,%ﬁ@,@/ﬁ%
,,,,,, ) _ ) rook to d1: A 2 A&l oy % a
4 / / / / ////// » / /- MR o Y % W
= r // 2y < 13...xb2!? 14 Wixb2 Had | ma & | .
d B %@/// 15.8)xa4 £xb2 16.0)xb2 In i / % //// 8 HaK
m 2| & ;/gz % /g/ an/g practical play the three pieces / ////// » N - éﬁé @% E///% /////
1 E;/yg / ///// //// //// tend to do better than the 4 % ég.% o 2= 1Y S
: W ENIY a boc de T gnh
= z g - Queen when there is a lot of | % /@/ /
play left on the board; 2| & g/ / /é/égj// 17...2d5 18.20xc6 Nxf4=;
(o 1 Boca o 7@/@@ //////
11...cxd5 12.49xd5 Hxd5 13.exd5 13...e5 14.8ad1 We7 15.8c1% /a/ ///// After 17...2d7 Black has to be
u &c4 14.b3 H\b6 15.d6 exd6 White is seriously better both ready for more than just the
16.2)d4 d5 17.8c1 2d7 18.Wd2 due to the pawn structure and Played immediately. It looks obvious 18.2e3:
m Wf6 19.2e3 Wd6 20.a4z White the incoming b3 which will put like this was in my opponent’s
went on to win a nice game in the knights in awkward spots. preparation. Often it is easier 18.9xcb £xcb6 19.8xch Bacs
m Hammer,J-Grandelius,N, Oslo to prepare long lines against 20.%9e3 Excb 21.2xc6 £h6 22.f5
a 2015. 13.5xd1 bxc6 the Grunfeld due to the forcing faxe3d 23.fxe3 Hc4;
13...e5 14.&c1, but incorrect nature of some variations. White
: 12.dxc6 is 14.cxb77?! £xb7 when Black is now threatening to play Ec1 18.&xc6 this capture bothered
12.We2 cxd5 13.exd5 £g4 14.h3 regains the pawn with great and b3 with immediate pressure. me the most and ultimately
0 2xf3 15.2xf3 d6 16.E2fe1 Ee8 activity. dissuaded me from calculating
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further. But upon further
analysis, | tend to agree with the
evaluation that Black has full
compensation after 18...2ad8
the active pieces, f4 weakness,
and White’s slight development
lag contribute toward this; e.g.

19.9)¢c3 Lg42.

£ 16.5\d4

16.2d2!% White should take
the opportunity to preserve the
bishop. 16...2a6 17.8e1 Zac8
18.2c5! This key move puts
Black in a bind and ultimately
gives White the strategic edge
without allowing tactics.

editor — White temporarily wins
a pawn with 16.2xc6 but after
16...20xf4 17 .gxf4 &Hd5% Black
gets the pawn back and keeps
the & pair.

16...2d7 17.8e1

17.9xc6 £xc6 18.8xc6 Dxf4
19.gxf4 Bac82 Black is ready
to challenge the c—file and play
...2h6.

17...2ac8 18.£d2
18.8c5 Dxf4 19.gxf4 &h62.

18...c5 19.2b3 c4 20.2a5

- N W A OO0 O N ©
5
: N \
O x\“\\\\\ . T\ S
\\ \ §& §\\\\\\ \\
- \ PN
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20...2e6

| hesitated from 20...2c5 21.b4
(21.2b3=) 21...8c7 (Strong is
21...c3 22.9)xc3 Hxb4=) 22.£xd5
Nxd5 23.8xc4 Bxcd 24.0xca
Black has decent compensation
with the bishop pair but | wasn'’t
sure it was enough.

21.2f1 Bfd8 22.%Hxc4

22 .f4 Bc7 23.9xcd HHxch
24.8xc4 Bxcd 25.8xcd Dxf4
26.82a5 Bd7 27.2b5 Hh3+
28.@92 2d5 29.5c3 Bd2+
30.2e2 Bxe2+ 31.2xe2 &xe5F.

22...5\xc4

We were both in early time
trouble at this point so | thought
it was time to take some tactical
chances.

23.BExc4
23.8xc4 Bxc4 24.8xcd Hb6
25.8c2 &f5F.

23...2Dc7
When | played this | thought |
was winning for a brief moment.

24.Exc7 Bxd2 25.2xc8+
&xc8?

/g/%//

////////////
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3
2
1

At this point | rated my position
as preferable. Black’s rook on
the second rank and bishop
potential mean that White has to
be precise.

26.a3

White tries to make a useful
pass. A logical alternative was
26.14.

26...2h6

11

26...8xe5?! 27 .Exe5 Bxd1
28.%2g2 &b7+ 29.f3 &xf3+
30.%xf3 Bxf1+ 31.8g2 Zc1
32.8xe7 Bc2+ 33.%2g1 Exb2
34.2xa7= is not a good way to
play for a win as Black.

26...f8 27.5\c3 Hxb2 28.8d11?
&xe5 29.8d8+ g7 30.2xc8
Hc2e,

26...82e6!? 27 .f4 2b3 28.9e3
Exb2 29.2c1 £f8 Ideally, Black
wants to get in €6, h5, and

¢bg7 with a rook on the 2nd
rank. 30.%c4 Ha2 31.2c3 &xc4
32.8xc4 Hal+ 33.%2g2 e6
34.4b5 this is a decent try for
Black, although with correct play
White should hold fairly easily.

27.h4

Another useful pass from White
which prepares to lock down the
kingside with f4. | was hoping for
27.f4 g5 28.fxg5 £xg5-.

27...2e6 28.f4

White locks my dark—squared
bishop down and gains enough
time to get counterplay. 28.b4
Ba2 get the a-pawn.

28...2b3 29.9e3 Exb2
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30.2c1 £f8 31.2c8
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2 ///*///%‘
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If Black manages to free up

both bishops the position will be
untenable for White. However,
she has done an excellent job of
preventing this — and with only
one minute on the clock!

31...Ea2

| considered 31...e6 too risky

in light of 32.9g4 &g7 33.5)f6
£xa3? (033...2a2 34.h5!)
34.2g8+ ¢th6 35.2e2!! (35.
g4? &c5+0 36.%2h1 &d5+%)
35...8xe2 36.g4+- checkmate is
unstoppable!

32.82c3

Also playable was 32.£c4 Hxa3
33.8xb3 HExb3 34.¢bf2= White’s
activity on the kingside is too
much.

32..8a4
32...8xa3?? 33.Hc4.

33.e67?!
During the game this move
seemed very good to me.

33...fxeb6
33...f5 34.)d57

34.2c4 Bal+ 35.¢0f2 &f7
36.2g4 297 37.2e5+ £xe5
38.fxeb

8

. i//é V/ /*/

i ///é/ -
Xy %g % ///// - /ﬁm
Z@é%?%@%%
= / %/%
38...$c6?

| missed a big chance with
38...2d1! | actually considered

the move, but intuitively | thought

that putting my pawns all on

some serious winning chances.
The goal would be to eventually
try to get ...g5 in after kicking
White’s king away.

39.2xe6+ xeb 40.Exc6+
chxe5 41.2a6

Pushing with Black isn’t such
a bad thing. But this game |
needed to win, and missing
38...2d1 was a hard one to
shake off. | ended up analyzing
the move for two hours and
came to the conclusion that

it was a serious winning
opportunity that | missed.

Va2
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Notes by

GM Eric Hansen
Hansen, Eric (2603)
Dobrov, Vladimir (2499)
C13

79th Tata Steel ‘B’ Wijk aan Zee
(9.6), 24.01.2017

Dobrov was the only lower-rated
player who | had White against.

| definitely considered it a must
win.

1.e4 €6 2.d4 d5 3.2\c3 Hf6
4.295

TATA Steel Small town, Big steel factory.

light squares was asking for too
much. But after 38...£d1! 39.cbe3
£g4 40.%f4 h5 it turns out Black
puts the bishop on f5 and keeps
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13...e5 14.5)xf6 Wixf6 15.Wixf6
gxf6 16.2xf7 exd4 17.8xd4 £xf3
18.9xf3 Heb=;

13...h6 14.h4 g5 (14...Ehe8
15.c3 e5=; 14...Ehg8 15.h5 g5
16.hxg6 Exg6=) 15.hxg5 hxg5
| 16.2)fxg5 Hdg8 17.2xf6 Hxf6
' 18.9)xf7 Wixf7 19.2xe6 Wg7
20.£xg8 Hxg8 21.2d3%.

13...h6
Not 13...e5 14.%xf6 gxf6 15.%f5
Ehg8 16.g3+.

14.h4

N Y L

////////

///////

AM,MMM,
N

B B e
.
x&

14...Ehg8

A mistake. Black had to follow
through. Better was 14...

g5! 15.hxg5 hxg5 16.2fxg5
(16.2exg5 2dg8 17.4e4
(17.Dxf7 Yixf7 18.2xe6 Wif8

1°)
y =)
1)
-
g
QO
=
(7))
q,‘b
g =
0‘5

19.8xg8 Wxg83) 17...8xg2
18.2)xf6 Wxf6 19.Wxf6 &)xf6
20.4e5 Ehh2 21.8h1=)
16...2dg8 (16...8hg8 17.%)xf6
Nxf6 18.)xeb6+-) 17.4xf6
&\xf6 and now the critical line
is 18.2xf7 Wxf7 19.2xe6 Wg7
20.£xg8 Hxg8 21.g3 &f8=and
with the Queens on the board
| feel the position is close to
dynamically equal.

15.h5 g5 16.hxg6 Exg6

/////
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Black has compromised his
structure but is ready to play
both ...Exg2 and ...£g5. White
needs to act fast.

17.d5
17.93 295 18.9exg5 hxgb
19.We3 g4 20.5)h4 Hg5=.

17...295

Much better was 17...5)f8
18.9xf6 Wxf6 19.W/xf6 Exf6
20.dxe6 Exd1+ 21.8xd1 &xeb
22.8xeb Exe6 23.2d8+ £c8

White can claim a symbolic edge

due to the pawn structure, but

as soon as Black plays ...c5 and

...§bc7 1 don’t see enough for
White. For example, the Rook
can camp on f6 annoyingly.

18.2\fxg5
18.20exg5 hxgbs 19.Wg3t.

18...hxg5 19.d6
19.Wxc7+ dxc7 20.d6+ Wxd6

21.49xd6 with the same position

as the game, except the King
is on ¢7 which shouldn’t help
White.

19...cxd6 20.¥xd6+ ¥xd6
21. @xd6

8| ‘el B

gg%mVx/
i @3&//

3> 4/
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\\

NN
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21...2¢c67?

A time trouble blunder although
the alternatives are not so
simple: 21...8f6 22.5\xb7 &xb7
23.8d2+- Black is paralyzed.

The critical line is: 21...Eg7

22.5xb7 sxb7 23.£b5 he7

24 .Eed §c5 25.8xd8 Hxed

(25...5xd8 26.E2d4+ ©c8 27.b4

Nb7 28.£a6+) 26.2d7+ b8
Analysis Diagram:

o
7& /z%x@
o & x/}/
5 /é
‘ %/7 .

ng //// //y gf/
2 N //

i ﬁ/V

| didn’t look any further than here
because | assumed this would
be a fantastic endgame. 27.¢b¢c2:
27...0xf2 28.2a6+- Hed
29.8b7+ a8 30.2c7 2g8
31.8xf7+-;

27...5)f6 28.8e7 Hd5 29.8e8+
®b7 30.c4 Hb4+ 31.d2+ |

give White a big plus since Ee7
cannot be stopped.




22.9\xf7 2f8 23.2xe6 Nc5
24.2¢c4 b5 25.5e5
It is all but over.

25...bxc4 26.5xg6 Exf2
27.5e5 &c7

27...2e4 28.5\d7+ Hxd7

129 Exed+-.

& One of my smoothest victories
of the event because it was a
fairly complete game: | achieved
a small plus, played the middle
game well, put severe pressure
on my opponent’s clock, and
converted my chances.

1-0

editor:

The following is a miniature win
over a 2600+ player. It may be
sign of Eric’s high standards that
he chose not to annotate this
game and opted for games with
more fight in them.

Lu, Shanglei (2612)
Hansen, Eric (2603)
A00

Tata Steel-B 79th Wijk aan Zee
(10), 25.01.2017

Notes by John Upper

1.2¢3 d5 2.e4 dxe4
Transposing to a Scandinavian.

3..\xed

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

3...5f6

3...2f5 4 We2 threatening

Wb5+ 4..5d7 5.d3 e6 (5...5)gf6
6.5)xf6+ Hxf6) 6.g4! £g6 7.hd h5
8.g5 He7 9.2d2 ©»Hc6 10.0-0-0
£e7 11.2c3 0-0 12.6h3 (1/2-1/2,

102) Lu,S-Topalov,V, Baku 2015;

3...e54.8c4 Hc6 5.d3 h6 6.2d2
N6 7.0f3 Hxed 8.dxe4 £d6 9.h3
We7 10.We2 2e6 11.0-0-0 &xc4
12.%xc4 £c5 13.2e3= &2b6!?
(1/2-1/2, 27) Lu,S—Harikrishna,P
China 2018;

3..d7 4.d4 Hgf6 5.2d3 Hxed
6.2xe4d Hf6 7.2f3 c6 with
something like a Fort Knox

variation in the French. 8.2e2
294 9.8xg4 Hxg4 10.h3 Hf6
11.c4 €6 12.0-0 £e7 13.b3
0-0 14.£b2 ¥c7 (1/2-1/2, 55)
Mamedyarov,S—-Giri,A chess.
com INT, 2018.

4.5 xf6+ exf6 5.d4 2d6
6.2d3 0-0 7.c3

7 — /,,,, //////

%s%x

/ //% @
7 / /

///////////////////

- N W A OO O N @
N

White has no weaknesses,
while Black has a slight lead
in development and a difficult-
to—break—down kingside pawn
structure.

7...2e8+

7...5¢6 8.5 e2 5 9.Wc2 W6
10.£d2 h6 11.0-0-0!? a5
12.2093 He7 13.f3 a4 14.b1
c5 15.dxc5 &xc5 16.2he1 8d8
17.2f4 2e6 18.2e5 Wgb 19.He2
»Hd5 (19...£xa2+!) 20.0d4 &2xd4

21.8xd4 Hb4! 22.cxb4 Exd4x

15

(1/2-1/2, 46) Topalov,V-Kramnik,

V Norway blitz, 2014.

7...¢5!? is an interesting sac
8.dxch5 &xcbd= 9.&xh7+7?!
(9.9e2=) 9...&6xh7 10.¥h5+ g8
11.%xch 2e8+ (11...b6!?7) 12.£e3
Wd3e.

8.2 e2 c59.2e3 Hd7
10.%¢c2 g6 11.0-0-0 We7
12.%d2 c4! 13.2b1 H\b6
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14.h47?
Thematic, but apparently the
losing move.

White had to prevent Black’s
next move with 14.d5!

14...2)d5!
Attacking £e3 and supporting
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...f5-f4 when Black has material-
winning pressure on the e—file.

15.h5 294! 16.2h4 f5
17.2dh1

///////

- N w ESN (6)] » ~ [00]
N\
N
N
Y\\\\:\\\\\\\xx\\ \ N\
\ \...\
\
N
Ded

17...2e7!

Simply doubling on the e—file,
with the bonus of protecting
along the 7th.

17...2xe2? actually gives up
Black’s advantage:
18.%xe2? g5-+;
18.hxg60 Hxe3 (18...fxg6?
19.8xh7+ ¥xh7 20.2xh7 &xh7

21.%xe2 and here 21...f4 fails to

both ¥xc4 and ¥h5+.) 19.fxe3
fxgb (19...£d3 20.£xd3 hxg6)
20.8xh7 ¥xh7 21.8xh7 ¢&xh7
22 Wixe2 &f4 23.Wxc4+.

18.£c2

18.f3 doesn’t save White, since
Black has both the simple
18...2xh5-+ and the ruthless
18...8xe3 19.fxg4 Bxe2 20.%xe2
2f4+ 21.5d1 He3+-+.

18...2ae8 19.2a4 Exe3
Not the only winning move, but
the most forcing.

19...8xe3 20.2xe8 Hxg2-+.

20.hxg6
20.fxe3 2xe3 with extra material
and threats on e2 and the c1-f4
diagonal.

20...fxg6

0-1 Media Attention Much?
Photo scrum for Carlsen.

photo: Alina LAmi

Wijk aan Zee
1/27/2017

90 minutes to go until game time. After a slow start in the event |
am quite surprised to find myself only half a point behind the lead-
ing pack with a very solid plus three score. My last two games have
been far easier than expected, and during the rest day | tried to inter-
nalize and reflect as much as possible so as to avoid getting compla-
cent. With two whites to go and the lowest-rated with black, | have a
great chance to win this event if | can keep control. By keeping control
| mean normal positions without too much reliance on preparation
or tactics unless need be. I'm trying to summon the Hansen finishing
kick which propelled me to many tournament placements when | was
younger.

Today is a huge test since | am playing Gawain Jones who is extremely
dangerous, although he has a visibly shaky side as well. He beat me eas-
ily from an inferior position at the 2014 Tromso Olympiad which stung
for quite some time. My unexpected win vs Lu Shanglei has given me
a bit of flexibility in terms of catching up, which means | don’t consider
this game a must-win. At this point | just want to continue playing well
on the clock and maintaining slight pressure against my opponents. I’ll
take my chances when the mistakes present themselves.

The tournament itself is feeling like a marathon and all
I've done is eat, sleep, prepare, with occasional walks on
the beach. | can’t wait for it to be over because three
weeks with little to do in social opportunities is driving
me a bit crazy. Fortunately for me, Yasser Seirawan is
staying in the same hotel and his extensive wisdom and
great company has been a huge boost as usual. Any-
ways, | don’t expect to play that much in 2017, so the
opportunity here that has presented itself is immense
and | can feel the pressure in its entirety 24/7.

- GM Eric Hansen
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Notes by

GM Eric Hansen
Hansen, Eric (2603)
Smirin, llya (2667)

B42

79th Tata Steel ‘B’ Wijk aan Zee

(13.3), 29.01.2017

£ 1.e4 c52.53 €6 3.d4 cxd4

4. xd4 a6

Ly %%”// %////
BEA HAR

BHSWEL 3

/////////////

c d e f g

- N W A OO0 O N o

The Kan caught me by surprise
since not only did | beat Smirin

in this opening in 2014, but also
because he had done well in
Wijk with two Black wins from the
Modern Defense.

5.2d3

Last time | went for a c4 Maroczy
structure. Assuming he had
some prep | decided to go for the

main line 5.2d3.

5..20eT7!?

A playable move that
immediately took me out of
book. llya needed a last round
win to have a chance for first,
so | suspect he wanted a non-
theoretical position.

6.0-0 2bc6 7.2b3

E oWided E
Y FY T

,,,,,, i1
tA/M/ 7
S /7
széﬁﬁ//
A _
é// g/g/g

- N W A~ 00O N o

On one hand | avoid tradmg
pieces and the knight on e7

doesn’t have a second base. On
the other hand, knights on b3

aren’t particularly dangerous.

7...2g6

Smirin is an ultra—aggressive
player who sometimes gets away
with dubious setups. The knight
on g6 is not good unless White

stumbles into something.

In hindsight, | think 7...g6!? is a
bit more annoying to deal with.
Artemiev plays this line, and if
Black can get in a quick ...d5 he
might be quite happy.

An example would be 8.a4
297 9.a5 d5 10.21d2 0-0 11.¢c3

e5= Horvitz,R-Seirawan,Y, 1987.

Instead, 8.c4 £g7 9.2c3 0-0
10.£95 h6 11.£h4 g5 12.£93
Neb 13.2e2 N79g6 14.Wd2 b6
Jakovenko,D—Artemiev,V, 2015.

8.a4
A different but effective setup

was adopted in a previous game:

8.20¢c3 b5 9.2e3 £e7 10.f4 0-0
11.%h5 d6% Leko,P—Carlsen,
M Amber, 2008. Black still
struggles to find enough space
to manoeuvre effectively.

8...06 9.f4 2e7 10.2e3 d6
11.c3

Stylistically, | wanted to

play against Smirin and his
aggression. | was hoping to put
my pieces on good squares
while avoiding committal moves:
c3 rather than c4 is an example.

11...0-0 12.21d2 &b7

E W Ed

,,,,,,,,,,,

% & s 8
& ik

/////////////

Z 7
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cdef h

13.%%f3!
This simple move was my
longest think of the game and

what caused llya a lot of trouble.

I'm simply threatening ¥f2 while
trying to avoid any can—opening
moves by Black.

| was initially attracted to
13.2c4... hoping for 13...b5?
14.)b6 Eb8 15.axb5 axb5
16.£xb5. I'm a fully fledged
pawn—grabber these days
(thanks Yasser).

.. until | realized that llya had
something else in store: 13...d5!
14.2xb6 (14.22xb6 d4!F) 14...
dxcd 15.2xd8 Efxd8.

13.Wh5 e5 14.f5 (14.93 exf4
15.gxf4% the space advantage
is still good for White, but |

17
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- 17.We2 Be8» with
| great compensation
£ for Black with the two

didn’t see the need

to expose my king,
especially when |
can’t follow up with f4-
f5.) 14...\f4 15.2xf4
exf4 16.8xf4 Heb

bishops, knight on e5,
and the potential to
cause chaos with ...d5.

13.We2 is no different:
13...e5 14.15 &Hf4
15.82xf4 exf4 16.8xf4
£eb 17 .Eff1 Ee871
with the same sort of
dynamic imbalance that | didn’t
want.

13...e5

13...2b8 followed by ...Ad7 was

a good try. Black has a slow
setup but it's not easy for White
to take advantage of it.

13...0a5!1? 14 Wf2 Hxb3
15.2xb3 b5 16.Ha5! Wd7 17.g3
Eab8 18.5\xb7 Exb7 19.axb5
axb5 20.h4+.

14.f5 Df4 15.2c2

L
\
N
SN
I

Y / %
&7 %8 /

/////////////

W //// %% ////// ////ﬁg ,,,,,

abcdefmg/h

And here the benefit of Wf3
becomes clear: ...\ f4 doesn't
come with tempo, which allows
White to play around it and
attempt to trap it with g3.

- N W O~ 00 O N o

15...d5

allows
White to

17.%g2
&xe3
18.Wxe3
£gb
19.h4+-.

exf4
17.exd5 De5 18.%xf4 Ee8

/@
/ g/ég
/////// on2
» >
Jamar
é%/ //%//;@;//
i1y %Mg

o % ,,,,, %g@{ /////

a f g
19.0e4
19.c4 £95 20.W¥g3 Ec8-;

19.f6! a similar idea as the

GM llya Smirin

15...£957?

trap the &):
16.g3 Hh3+

16.2xf4

18
game, and superior because it
is forcing: 19...8xf6 20.0e4+-;
19...Wxd5 20.2e4 &c5+
21.%h1 ¥d7 22.2ad1+-; 19...
gxf6 20.2ad1 ¥xd5 21.2e4
Wd7 22.5f3 Wc8 23.2xb7
Wixb7 24.2xe5 fxeb 25.W g4+
h8 26.2d7 Wc6 27.Exf7 g8
28.8xh7+ soxh7 29.8xe7++-.

19...%¥xd5

Maybe the only attempt to
survive was 19...f6 20.2ad"
&xd5%+ and to follow up with
...a7-d7. During the game |
didn’t think Black could take this
pawn because of the pin, so

my two pawn advantage would
be decisive. 21.5d4 b5 22.¢bh1
Wbe.

20.f6 H\g6

20...2xf6 21.Wxf6 gxf6 22.4)xf6+
¢bg7 23.5xd5 &xd5 24.9)d4+
During the game | considered
this endgame lost for Black,

but | am not bold enough to
definitely say it in my notes here.
Extra pawn, queenside majority,
and better structure should be
enough.

21.%f2 gxf6
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I I S
%?M %%W %% 24.. Wixe4 25.8xe4 2xed 26.h4 27.Exf6 8xg3

6 ‘%@ _ %/ /‘”? h5 27 . We3+-. 28.8xf7+ &g8

5 %% %}/ D /%% 29.5xb7+ &h8

4| A //M%% %% 25.5\xf6 3(1).%xe8+ ﬁ;eé’j%

3 %@/% /% //%/ ) I 31.hxg3+-) 27.2)eb6+.

o| Kb WAR  EEe
// ////// % /% ,,,,, ) ) / 7/% % 26'@’93

1 E/ % //E/g/ < D A picturesque final

//

22.)d4!+-

It was at this point | considered
my position absolutely winning.
Once | saw £\d4 | realized it was
over because it allows me to
have impeccable coordination

g

N W OO N
N

before | go for the throat. My next

moves are Zae1 and £b3 and

Black is helpless.

22.2ad1 Wc4
23.xfe+
(23.9)g3!? Bad8
24.9d4 &cb
also looked like
it was giving
Black too much
activity.) 23...2xf6
24 Wixf6 He2
seemed totally
unnecessary.

25... ¥xf6

Player

7 j/
& A //&
| = / 51
e f g

position where every
piece does its job.

| was able to a punish a slightly
dubious opening setup by
Smirin in a game that felt pretty
heavy due to the last round
consequences.

1-0

GM Gawain Jones

GM Markus Ragger

GM Jeffery Xiong

GM Eric Hansen

GM Lu Shanglei

GM Ilya Smirin

GM Aryan Tari

GM Erwin ['Ami

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

GM Nils Grandelius

GM Benjamin Bok

GM Vladimir Dobrov

GM Jorden van Foreest

WGM Lei Tingjie

IM Sopiko Guramishvili

Close call vs Guramishvili
“On the ropes” would be a euphemisim.

Next Page: Eric gets the
Vugar Gashimov Fairplay Award.

Links

Walrus story on Eric
by Sasha Chapin:

https://thewalrus.
ca/canadas-bid-to-
create-a-world-chess-
champion/

ChessBrah stream:

https://www.twitch.tv/
chessbrah
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Moving Forward

It's been quite some time since Wijk aan Zee has passed and I'm
faced with a dilemma: my standards for chess tournaments have
been raised so much that | don’t know where to play. Besides the
weather and the monotony that comes with a chess tournament
held in a small village, the organizational aspect of the event was
top notch. The windy and wet weather actually isn’t a problem for
me, but what it means is that most people are in an indoor mood,
which isn’t always ideal after sitting in a chair for five hours.

After so many years of playing tournament chess there are two
main conclusions | can confidently draw. The first is that | play
better when | am located near a body of water. Something about
waking up and looking
out of my window to a
view of endless water
puts me in good spir-
its. Maybe because |
lacked it growing up in
Calgary — I don’t know.
The second conclusion
is that | score better in
tournaments that have
a lot of media/atten-
tion. It would be unre-
alistic at my level to al-
ways expect beautiful
seaside chess tourna-
ments with good cov-
erage. | simply have to
get better at the ‘regu-
lar season’ games.

| had hardly any deep prep for the tournament and as a result didn’t
really find myself in prep a single time out of thirteen games. Ironi-
cally, in the one game where | tried to prepare something, my op-
ponent, GM Bok, absolutely out-prepared me and drew easily with
Black. Overall, | absolutely took a page out of Carlsen’s book when
it came to my approach: lots of exercise, lots of balance in day-to-
day activities, and a few general ideas in the opening while avoiding
super theoretical positions that come down to memory. The bulk
of my chess study was just studying classical games. | am sure Yas-
ser has had an influence on that, since he is an extremely strong
middlegame player but no longer booked up theoretically. I've spent
extended amounts of time with him both in Amsterdam and in St.
Louis where we are co-workers.

Well, here | am, finally stabilized over
2600. What's next? | have no tourna-
ments scheduled until late September
when | will play the Isle of Man Open.
| have an extremely busy schedule un-
til then in other chess-related matters,
but | also haven’t received any interest-
ing offers to compete. My goal is to go
for top 100 next, but I'll need to make
a few more serious adjustments in my
game before | can realistically aim to
achieve that. Openings are still an is-
sue, and | feel like my pattern-recogni-
tion in endgames could be improved.
Besides that, my chess book collection
has gone from practically zero to thirty
in the last year!

- GM Eric Hansen




Notes by
IM Aman Hambleton
|Wagner, Dennis (2577)
/ Hambleton, Aman
(2434)
A30

GRENKE Chess Open Baden-
Baden (5), 15.04.2017

In round 5 of the GRENKE
Chess Open | played against GM
Dennis Wagner from Germany, a
young player and someone | was
playing for the first time. After a
slow start this was the first time

| was paired up. It's always im-
portant to make these games
count so you can continue to
play against strong opposition!

1.3 O\f6 2.c4 b6

Inviting my opponent to
transpose back to the QID with
d4 e6 since that was what |
prepared mostly.
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% 3 2b7 4.292 ¢5 5.0-0 €6
c3 a6
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Aman Hambleton hunted his final two GM norms in Europe through
2017. Here he annotates five games from GRENKE and Reykjavik.

The hedgehog move order,
controlling the b5 square so
that White cannot put as much
pressure on d6.

7.2e1
7.d4 cxd4 8.%xd4 d6 9.@95
2\bd7 is another main line.

7...d6 8.e4

///////////////////
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8...2e7

8...2bd7? 9.d4 cxd4 10.xd4
now Black needs to play ...%c7
to protect the £b7 against the
threat of €5, but it fails to a
typical motif... 10...%c7 11.2d5!t

by IM Aman Hambleton
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Analysis Diagram: 11...exd5 12.exd5+ 2d8 7 7 Despite the aggressive nature of
s ’ 13.5)c6+ £xcb (13...2c8 of A K thi p s il followi
: St e & 8 A Is move, we are still following
(B ee& E 14.b41-) 14.dxc6 )¢5 15.b4+- 7 %;3@/@@4}/*”} known theory. The computer
Wwa iii 5\e6 16.c5 (16.a4! Aa5, aiming Y FY . really favours White, but that
' /%/%//? - *//A/% to plant.the & on 56) 16...4e7 s| /y// ////// /%/ llllll %/ is the case in positio’ns with
T { ) 10... »» » _
o| & /Aé% ///// 7@ 17.cxb6 Wxb6 18.2e3 Wc7 19.a4 sl 7 ABNAR A large space advantages like the
P //// _ » $b8 20.b5 axb5 21.axb5 Exb5 S BB hedgehog or KID.
Jate 5 B
D 3 A //@ » 22 8a8+ 2b8 23.2a7 Wc8 24.4f4 |6t 7 ek
s, . ) White is still down a whole piece, = » - 14..5c5
2| & ;/g% ) % ///// %ﬁn;/g but Black would have to play the 1 . = By compelling the Bishop to
’ EZ @@%ﬁé % illegal and impossible ...2h8- move from e3, the f4 pawn lacks
d

editor — Aman has had this
position before, and went down

quickly after declining the piece.

Black can take the ©d5 without
getting mated or immediately
having to give back the piece,
but White gets a terrific long-
term attack. Here are two
examples:

11...%b8 12.295! £e7 13.2xe7
¢hxe7 Black has a very bad
Hedgehog and now gets

c7 just to equalize.
24...che8 25.¢c7 Eb4
26.2c6+ f8 27.2a8
Wxa8 28.2xa8 Ec4
29.8xd6 £e8 30.2xe7+
chxe7 31.Wd8+ ¢hf8
32.c8W 1-0, Roussel

Roozmon, T (2430)- 2

Lawson,E (2393)
Montreal, 2006

¥c7
10...2bd7 11.e5+.

9.d4 cxd4 10.2xd4

support and this is critical for the
ensuing variations.

15.2f2 g6 16.b4

editor — 16.g5 Hh5 17.£e3
e5 18.2\de2 exf4= (12-15, 43)
Svidler,P (2754)-Carlsen,M
(2801) Moscow blitz, 2009.

16...2fd8?!

16...2cd7 17.b5 Y5 is the
solid option. Black is still slightly
worse. 18.8c2¢.

destroyed on the dark squares. 17.f5

14.f4 h6 15.8xf6+ Hxf6 16.e5+- 11.2e3 0-0 17.bxc5 dxc5= is obviously

dxe5 17.fxe5 Hd7 18.£c6!! Wc7 11...Wxc4?? 12.Ec1 exactly the type of complications
19.%f31 Hxe5 20.Wa3+! &f6 Wc7 13.5)d5+-. Black is hoping for.

21.8xb7 Wxb7 22.Wc3 Ehd8
23.82e3 Wic7 24.5)f3 (1-0, 24)
Dvirnyy,D (2540)-Hambleton,A
(2461) Forni di Sopra, 2013.

12.5c1 Dbd7 13.f4
Hac8 14.g4

17...e5

I Aman in Germany
No norm, but good prep.
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18.957?
18.2¢c2 ©cd7 19.g5 Dh5 20.6
Rf8 21.5e3+.

18...2h57?

Giving White another chance
to play »f3 and avoid
complications in the middle of
the board.

18...5)fxed 19.9)xed Hxed
20.fxg6 hxgb 21.2xe4~ was
difficult to evaluate over the
board.

19.f6 £f8

19...exd4?! 20.fxe7 ¥xe7
21.d5 £xd5 22.exd5 Wxg5
23.bxc5 bxcbx was something
to consider, but if White plays
precisely | believe the extra
piece will be felt.

20.bxc5?!

We have been exchanging
blunders back and forth for the
past couple of moves, but my
opponent makes the final one.
White should have retreated with
N3 or £ c2 while he could.

20...dxc5 21.22d5 £xd5
22.cxd5 exd4 23.2xd4 ¥f4!

70’/%%x/>
FY 3 vy

s\ &8 A A
4%/9/@g% //////
ot %// _

fam o man
a c e f g h

This is the move that | had
seen in my calculations. After
this, | believe Black has a clear
advantage.

24.2b2

| had a feeling my opponent
would sacrifice a pawn because
playing 24.2e3 We53 with

...2d6, ..5\f4 and ...b5-c4 coming
looks completely lost without
counterplay.

24...Wxg5 25.%f3 c4 26.e5
The pawn storm is coming

but | can get my Bishop out

to c5 before White plays d6,
fortunately.

26...2c5+ 27.2h1 Hf4

,,,,,,

TEE @
_ % L

'S’ BiFy

8

7

6

° %% Z/%//& ?//? //%'g/%
Y B

3

2

1

7. % ///Z ,,,,, g
7,

o
V- % 7 74
S- § 1

///////

28.e6
28.8xc4 Wixg2+ 29.Wxg2 &Hxg2
30.%9xg2 Exd5+.

28...Wxg2+ 29.Wxg2 N\xg2
30. @ng fxe6 31.dxeb6
31.2xe6 &xd5-+ threatening

...Bd2+ and ...2f7 is far too easy.

31...2d2+ 32.%2h3 Exb2
33.Exc4

23

///////

a b c¢c d e f g h

- DD W A 00 OO N

| had to be a bit careful in this
position, but with an extra piece
Black should be winning without
too many problems.

33...8f2 34.f7+ ©f8 35.a4
¢e7 36.a5 b5 37.2c3 h5
38.2d3 2c7 39.%2h4 2f5
40.2e2 £f2+ 41.50h3 &c5
42.5th4 b4 43. Hg2 2f2+
44.55h3 Ec3 45. ﬂxc3 bxc3
46.2xg6 c2 47.82g5

One last trick, hoping for
stalemate ideas after ...Exg5.

47...c1¥
Threatening ...Wf1#. My
opponent resigned here.

This win suddenly put me in
a great position to play for a
norm — | had great chances until




Chess Canada

round 8 where | played a GM
with White and lost. | think that
if | had won that game | would
have certainly made the norm.
Nevertheless, this was good
foreshadowing for Iceland!

10-1

Notes by

IM Aman Hambleton
Shirov, Alexei (2693)
Hambleton, Aman

(2434)
B48
Reykjavik Open (4), 21.04.2017

| was quite honoured and
excited for my round 4 encounter
against Alexei Shirov with the
black pieces. Not only is he a
2700-level player and chess
legend in his own right, but there
would certainly be a huge style

& mismatch. | was planning to play

the Sicilian instead of my usual,
solid French. It did not seem like
the smartest idea going into the
game - to be honest | am not
sure how | convinced myself!

1.e4 ¢c5 2.9f3 e6 3.d4 cxd4
4.9\xd4 9 c6

N W A OO N

/////////////

The Sicilian Taimanov is an

opening | have been studying

lately, and have only had a

chance to test in tournament

chess on a few occasions.
| believe a refreshing, new
approach to
1.e4 with Black
is what I've
been missing,
and one can
only play so
many games
with a bad
Bishop in the
French. :*)

5.0 c¢3 Wc7
6.2e3 a6
7.99£3

////////////
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Shirov does not go for the "main'
line, but certainly the most
fashionable one lately. W3 was
introduced a few years ago with
the simple idea to play 0-0-0

24

very quickly and often play Wg3,
entering a favourable endgame
with a lot of dark square
weaknesses for Black.

7..2d6

7...)f6 8.0-0-0 d6= is another
way of playing, although these
structures resemble that of a
Scheveningen more than a
Taimanov.

8.0-0-0 £e5 9.g3

9.8)xc6 bxc6 10.£d4 £xd4
11.8xd4 d5 12.%g3 ¥xg3
13.hxg3 & f6t is a very critical
line for the evaluation of this
entire opening!
Shirov himself
has played into
this a number
of times with
great success,
so actually

the heavy
majority of my
preparation was
specific to this
endgame.

Sicilian vs Shirov!

“The best result
of my career.”
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9...Hge7 10.%e2 b5 11.f4 precisely where it wants to go... if White sacrifices his Rook in 19...a5
£xd4 12.2xd4 Hxd4 this position or anything similar. 19...Bfc8 20.81d2 Wa5 21.W%b3
13.8xd4 Eb8 17.2e4 0-0 18.Ehd1 Ad5= Once you realize Exd5 is never &3 22.5\d6 Hixa2+ 23.¢hd1
justified, White has a hard time Hc3+ 24.che1 Wal+ 25.¢0f2
8 2%2 /@ . R ) H ~ Hes dealing with a5-a4-a3. Black has ~ ¥h1=is a long variation that |
717 WiAk T d @ i i % i easy play. couldn't see until the very end.
od & a2 47 = 19.1f3 orpetuel but | lso thaught | had
%/%% 5/%§/%%// _. perpetual bu ugt
> %/‘ » %// y » %,/ Shirov had used about an better chances by continuing the
i HAK 4 %/% ﬁé@//&% ) _ hour on the clock so far, and attack more slowly with a4-a3.
3| % % /g? 3t / //% %% % / continued to spend more and
o| & ;/2 a //%@% 2| & é/&//é A % %v@;// modrebtime ]Icikely calé:uLating ﬁhde 20.2d6 a4
////// 7= . ey and being frustrated that nothing | continue my relatively
& /“‘%/E 1 % = 7/% / - ? ~ works: 19.8xd5 exd5 20.2d6 straightforward plan of trying to
W6 21.Wxd5 (21.8xd5 a5-) play a3 and unlock the c3-square
This move has been seen only This was more or less the end 21...Wxd5 22.8xd5 f6 23.4%c4 for my pieces.
a handful of times, all in recent of my preparation, although | g5%.
years and with good results. It did check what should be done 21.a3

is the new way of playing this
variation, delaying castling in
favour of Queenside counterplay.

14.e5 2b7N

| think that the reason this move

is such a powerful novelty is how
surprising the main variation

can be. Shirov makes extremely

logical moves from this point on,
but ends up in a middlegame

in which | believe Black has the

i S e S vy

/, »
////// ///%%

/// Y

N W A O N ®
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/fgffz//

—_

better attacking chances. 21...¥c5

- : | 21...bxa3 22.Wxa3 &b3 23.%xa4
15.£292 £xg2 16.¥xg2 b4! . GAMMA %/ Ebb82 sacrifices a pawn for
Chasing the & to the e4-square, = d < Chesscom 4 2017 unclear compensation but unless
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| have a forced win | get nervous
about those two connected
pawns and the fact that | can
never use the c8-square for my
pieces.

22.axb4 Exb4 23.Wa3 Efb8

24.c3

////// »

o / %//// /7%
Nl o7

//////
////// 4 2 o

,,,,, %7 ////4// % /7 2,
& & v
%3
C

a b d e f g h

- N W A OO O N @

24...¥c6!

| was happy with this move:
protecting a4, getting out of the
annoying pin, maintaining the pin
on the c3-pawn, and preparing to
use the h1-a8 diagonal to reach
the weakened White King in the
future.

25.82xb4 Hxb4 26.2b1 Wf3
After | played ...Wf3 | definitively
knew that | was better, but time
pressure was upon both of us, so
| had to (and did) play extremely

accurately to maintain the edge.

27.¥xad4 Dd5 28.2\b5

A 2k
7 k)
%/ %% /%%

5 a8

5 "

9y 1 W
& B

Eomnn o

c d e f g h

- N W A~ 00O N o

28...h5!
28...xc3+ 29.9)xc3 ¥xc3
30.%c2 Wb4 31.8xd7 g6=.

Certainly not 28...Exb5?7?
29.Wa8+ Eb8 30.Wxb8#.

29.c4 Db6

29...0e3 30.8xd7 W1+ 31.¢ba2
fxcd= is a less convincing
version of what happened in the
game.

30.%c2 H\xc4

////////

////////
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31.Bxd7

| didn't consider this move
because it felt too greedy, but
Alexei played it very quickly.

It's always scary when a strong
player makes a quick move that
you overlooked. Fortunately my
intuition was correct, and it was
indeed too greedy!

editor — White doesn't have any
objectively better moves — Black
wins with accurate play — so the
unpleasant question for White

is "what sets Black the most
practical difficulties?". He might
have tried 31.2d3 Wh1+ 32.2d1
Wc6 33.2d40 Hxeb5! 34.fxe5
Wxb5, which is also pretty
horrible for White, who is down

a pawn with an exposed & and
loose pawns... but multiple major

26

piece endings contain a lot of
game-saving perpetuals.

31...5e3

31...5xb2! was even stronger,
e.g. 32.Wxb2 Wf1+ 33.%a2 Exb5
34.Wc3 BEb8-+.

32.%d3 Wh1+ 33.cka2
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33...2d5

Threatening ...2\b4+ as well as
just centralizing the & on the
best square and disconnecting

White's heavy pieces along the
d-file.

34.2b3

34.We2 is a surprisingly resilient
computer defense which | doubt
either of us were remotely
considering. 34...»b4+ 35.¢tb3
N Ch-+.




34...%e1 35.8xd5 exd5
36.%xd5 Wa5

Now the Knight falls by force,
but that can be expected when
the King is running out to c4 with
Queens still on the board.

137.2c4 Wad+ 38.b4 Wa2+
J Shirov resigned as | will be up an

& entire Rook after the Queens are

exchanged on d5.

| think that this is one of my
cleanest games from start to
finish. Although | may have
missed stronger moves, | never
committed any errors, and | also
managed to successfully employ
a strong novelty in a main line of

a big Sicilian opening.

At 2693, beating Alexei Shirov
with Black is by far the best
result of my chess career. It
certainly gave me the confidence
that a GM norm was entirely
possible in Reykjavik.

0-1

Extra version of this game in the
PGN with notes by the editor

L’Ami starts.

=
Two Kinds of Handshake

Shirov stops.

-
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Notes by

IM Aman Hambleton
Hambleton, Aman
L'Ami, Erwin (2614)

A84

Reykjavik Open (5), 22.04.2017

In Round 5 of the Reykjavik
Open | was paired with White
against GM Erwin L'Ami. His
wife Alina L'Ami is a well known
ChessBase reporter and was
taking pictures throughout the
event. When playing such strong

players, usually it's impossible
to predict exactly which opening
they will use — this game was no
exception.

1.d4 5

| did not expect this opening
from Erwin, although he certainly
plays it often enough. | assumed
he would prefer the Nimzo,
considering one of the main

lines | play against the Dutch in
the database involves playing
h4!? very early, which is not to
everyone's taste as Black.



28

2.c4 5\f6 3.nh4 8| = 4 /g@/@//// = squared Bishops and trying avoid trading pieces on the e4-
. %/*%/7 /%* to exploit the weakened dark square and instead focus his
8 E ﬁ g\g@/ . = [ O /;/// @&/ ///// O squares in Black's camp. attention on the e5, f4, and g5
////// / /¢ o ‘/ 6 i /‘g{/‘ 2 squares.
7 /////// * ‘ //////////// v 50 7 2 7 2 7 fe7?!
5 // %7 %7/7/ ///7 %7/// 8...82e77?!
/ ,,,,,, 4 /% £ ///g/g /% //g Although it's understandable 11...2d7 12.2hg5 Qdf6
5 // ///‘ // 3./// V// %/ ® Erwin wants to avoid this 13.2e5 Axg5
4 /A/ﬁ //gé// / ) g% 7 /// g 4 @/ exchange, it may not have been , .
3 /% ) /% /% ) //% 1 ﬁ%@@?@@ ,,,,, 5 o the wisest decision in hindsight, 8 E// ;;\g// /Eé;g;
Yl Fi¥i sy 7 s T 5% especially considering we Ty T
/ ///// s ssr 2 & % exchanged these Bishops later sl % i 7 M Y
1 @9%@ -y % 6.cxdS on anyway. 5| . {/‘
Anish Giri was giving his %% %%// ,,,,, %/4 ,,,,,, »
| have never really fancied the comments on some of the 9.0-0 c6 10.2d2 Hed 4 /%/ /// @/ /&
main lines against the Dutch, ongoing games and afterward 10...%b6 11.b3 a5 12.Wc2 3 %7 / /%7 / /g
but just like the Grunfeld | | noticed he mentioned that Nbd7 13.8Bac1 a4 14.9)c5«. 2 é ;/é% %% é //&//gv//
believe the sidelines are actually the concept of h4 was not all 1 ﬁz ///// %/@///E/N/j
a lot more testing! This move that bad actually! However, he 11.0f3 = b c/// d / f ”g’” h
dissuades Black from playing a criticized cxd5 because White It's very important for White to
setup involving ...g6. often wants to wait (e.g. with 14.8x95
Wc2) until Black commits ... bd7
3...e6 in order to play cxd5 when
3...96 4.h5 Oxh5 5.8xh5 gxh5 ...exd5 would lose the f5-pawn.
6.e4z is already better for White. Here, Black can recapture with
the e—pawn and he should be
& 4.93 happy with that exchange.

Claiming the long diagonal

before Black can play ...b6, 6.%f3 0-0 7.Wc2 c6 8.0-0 Hbd7
...&b7 and attempt to prove that 9.cxd5 cxd5t.

the move h4 has no particular

benefit for White. 6...exd5 7.2h3 0-0 8.2f4
Trying to execute a positional : : 434
4...d55.292 2d6 concept of exchanging the dark , GAMMA ..

Chess.om
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14.hxg5! is actually a good both the opinion of myself and Putting pressure on all of
option here, although it didn't my opponent that although the Black's Queenside pawns so 29.h5! Ea5 30.2d4
seem very easy to justify over position was surely equal, Black they cannot easily advance. Removing the Rook from the
the board. 14...5e4 15.g6 h6 had more constructive ideas In hindsight, | think that | was precarious b4 square where it
16.e3% and although this pawn involving some a4-a3 advance, playing a bit too reactively, can be trapped in some lines
on g6 is very far up the board, and ...Za6-b6 to target my because | never started to after ...c5. This Rook will sit on
_it's not very easy for Black to Queenside, or simply supporting develop my own counterplay d2 where it protects White's only
ltarget, and meanwhile the He5 a well-timed ...c5 advance. We until much later. | could have weakness (b2), while the other
Fis dominating. both completely misevaluated started that immediately with h5! Rook supports the g4 advance.
White's chances!
14...5 g4 15.%d2 22...2e6 23&?“ f7 24.8b4  30.2g1 c5 31.8b5 Hxb5 32.2xb5
15.82xe7 Wixe7 16.2)d3 (16.2)xg4 19.8fd1 Ha7 25.e3 e7 26.2f3 Bfa8 c4+.
fxg47 is also better for Black with ~ 19.%xb4 axb4 20.a3 bxa3 27.f2 ¢hd7 28.8e2 shc7
easy play on the e and f-files 21.8xa3 Hxa3 22.bxa3 £e6 30...b6 31.82d2 Ec5?!
m and also the 5 square now 23.82b1 b8 24.24 $0_8!= Black 8 E . / % )
available for the Bishop.) 16... intends to bring his King to - ; //// Z 2 s\ o
!_- . LI N 22 / ////// / //7/// // %///
f4l¥ support his Queenside pawns, 5 // ‘ /2% ///' q ;] /% 23
meanwhile tying White down to 7 / 5 % i Y ,,2_/ %
m 15...4xe5 16.dxe5 a5 passive defense of the isolated > %/ // ////// *//// y Y i %%// %%
17.8xe7 Wxe7 18.f4 ¥b4 a—-pawn. aFy = A sy EBEALA A
= . g/é ////// %/ Z/é ////// ZV/Z ////// 4 ‘///% % % //
S o[E & @ Eas 19...2a6 20.a3 ¥xd2 . T E B
//// /% ////// /%//// . 1 = W // )T A [T /%/ /// /Z L /? ////// /////////// ////// /%
W A 7 KAl  2Exd2ad22Ect ] B % 7 2 & Bed
&7 U 7 I - N
5 7 B ) 8 y Een = 7 7
s\& kA i 8 @ EHua | o T - T 5T
////// » %% //%// %%// 1 & %//% %/ i After a long journey, Black has
m 4 /@/ /% i %% 7y //”% T succeeded in bringing his King Black is trapping his own Rook
,,,,, /% /% 7 %/// 6 E/%‘ / / / ) s Fr g
3/ /% »: X W & Y over to the Queenside and now without realizing it.
m WK A S Y B 7Yi7y intends to advance his pawn
0 1= = ///E@ 4 * . /% /&4 e mass and hopefully pressure 32.2g1!
= / - / e Ji N B B b2. It finally dawned on me Now | felt as though | was
: ol % %ﬁ? 8%/§Q// that White doesn't merely have winning by force over the board,
Now we reach the critical 1 /” //// ?ﬁé ///// O ///// counterplay on the Kingside, but or at least Black would have
0 position for the endgame. It was % = /C < / - %fg/ - in fact is essentially just winning. to commit himself to the most
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passive defense possible.

32...8f8 33.g4 Bf7
33...g6 34.%2g3+ intending £h4-

gs.
34.2d3! fxg4 35.2xh7 &f8

| 36.@93
Jf Stepping off the f-file and away
¢ from some tactics involving ...d4.

Now the threat, which is hard to
stop, is f5 and if ...2xf5 White
has &f1 utilizing the pin. This
tactic enables White to keep the
initiative.

36.£c2 d4 is still winning,
but certainly not the type of
counterplay White needs to
allow.

36...Eb5
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37.f5 Eb3 38.fxe6 Exe3+
39.%h4

39.¢oxg4 Bxeb5 40.2h4 Bf4+ is
slightly less accurate.

39...2xe5 40.2xg4 Exeb
41.8xg7+ d6 42.2g6
White will trade the Rooks

and use his extra piece to

help promote the extra passed
h—pawn. Black resigned with the
end very near.

This game was an interesting
example of how important
objectivity and psychology can
be in chess. Both my opponent
and | were playing a position
the computer believes to be
significantly better for White, yet
we both had the understanding
that Black was pushing for a win!
It is funny to think that | would
have accepted a draw at any
point earlier in this game, while
my opponent would have never
thought to offer one.

1-0

Although my game against Shi-
rov might have been my best
game, this game gave me the

most personal satisfaction dur-
ing the tournament.....

Notes by

IM Aman Hambleton
Hambleton, Aman
Ramirez, Alejandro

(2555)
A42
Reykjavik Open (7), 24.04.2017

In round 7 of the Reykjavik Open
| was paired against a friend of
mine, GM Alejandro Ramirez.
It's never easy to play against
people you know very well, and
certainly not in a situation where
you have to play for a norm!

| didn't know exactly what to
expect, but my main goal in the
opening was not to allow any
dangerous preparation.

1.d4 d6 2.e4

| was not sure if Alejandro

had prepared against 2.e4
because he stopped to think in
this position. | had just played

a game against a strong GM

at the GRENKE Chess Open
just prior to Reykjavik, which
continued 2...0f6 3.f3 5 4.dxeb5.
| managed to get a nice opening

30

advantage, although the game
ended in a draw.

2...96 3.c4 297 4.2c3 Nc6
Instead, ...\ f6 just transposes
to the main lines of the KID.
The reason for delaying the
development of ?\g8 is to allow
for sidelines like ...&\ge7 or a
quick e5/f5 advance.

5.2e3 e56.d5

6.4 ge2 exd4 7.0xd4 &Hge7
8.2e2 0-0 9.%d2¢ is another
variation altogether.

6...2ce7
6...0d4 7.5 ge2 Hxe2 8.82xe2 f5
9.exf5 (Black cannot recapture

with the g—pawn because of
2h5+) 9...2xf5 10.g4 2d7 11.h4z.

7.2d3 15 8.f3
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Since | play the Saemisch KID,
this structure was the most
familiar to me.

8...2h6!?
The computer dislikes this move,

_although it is easy for a human
lto understand. In exchange

£ for misplacing the & on h6

¢ and losing a few tempi, Black

exchanges off White's most
powerful piece in the position
and wants to lay claim to some
important dark squares.

8...2f6 9./ge2 0-0 10.h3% was
what | was intending.

9.2xh6 ©xh6 10.%d2 f4
11.»ge2

11.h4 Hf7 12.0-0-0% would have
been more accurate, since
Black's Kingside expansion is
delayed quite a bit compared to
the game. It felt a bit strange to
disconnect my pawns though —
| could not be sure that the h4-
pawn would not be a target.

11...g5 12.h3 Ng6 13.2Hc1

Hambleton vs Ramirez
The most nerve-wracking and
intense to play.

8 E////%@;@ - E
Aa&d &
o & aa
%% . %//// ,,,,,
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4/¢%g%%4%//
2|78 W A
W2 4y & @ H
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13...2f7
13...a5 was the move that should
have been played. Alejandro told

me after the game that he simply
overlooked White's idea of b4 a5
bxab! allowing enough time for
?b3 and c5. 14.£c2 &d7 15.49d3
b6 16.0-0-0 Hg8=.

14.b4

Although not best according to
the computer, we both felt that
this was an achievement for
White, based on the following
forced sequence...

14...a5 15.bxa5 Exa5 16.c5!

dxc5 17.9b3 Ea8 18..\xc5

0-0
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19.8c4

19.E2c1=is given as best, but |
don't find it clear where | should
put my King now. The Kingside
looks very dangerous and the
center will not be safe forever.

119...0d6 20.£b3
J After stationing my Bishop on
& what | believed to be the optimal

square, | plan to play 0-0-0
and pressure along the c—file
while abandoning the Kingside
altogether.

20...%e7 21.0-0-0

B o 0 K
28%/% 2

== 7. Yo 4

%727 » )
% %&W o
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Strangely, the computer
seriously dislikes this move,

but offers no resistance to the
plan | outlined above. | remain
reasonably happy with this plan,
despite the evaluation.

21...Bf7
21...$bh8 22.¢bb1 b6 23.9d3 £d7
24 2.

22.%b1 b6 23.5\d3
23.%e6!? looks too forward
23...f8 24.5)xf8 Exf8 25.5c1
£d7=and | would rather have
an extra pair of N's on the board
since White has more space.

23...2d7 24.8c1 h5
Naturally, Black needs to create
some counterplay with the g4
pawn break, because White has
an easy plan to target c7 and
slowly manoeuvre his pieces to
better positions.

25.2d1

ata V%m/
- ¥ |
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25...2b5
25...2\b5 takes advantage of the

#c3 finally giving up control of
b5, and looks to head to the d4
square. | think this sacrifice was
critical. 26.d6 Wxd6 27.&xf7+
chxf7 28.9c3 Hd4+.

26.2\b4
Not allowing the & to be
exchanged!

26...g47

A mistake. My opponent could
feel the pressure on c7 as well
as moves like £c6 happening

in the future and - likely out of
panic — desperately tried to force
some counterplay.

27.hxg4

27.4)c6 Wg5 28.hxg4 hxg4
29.9)f2 g3 30.9g4 g7 although
winning, this did not seem as
forcing as the line | chose in the
game.

27...hxg4 28.2\f2 g3 29.@394
Eh7 30.2h6+

30.8xh7 sxh7 31.%c3 2c8
32.4\c6 &xc6 33.Wxc6z Black
still has a firm blockade on the
dark squares — not easy to
penetrate.

30...ceg7

32

/”/// %
% 5

& Lk
2 IS

%g/% AR

7 7y %
AT W A7

%g% % _H

a b c e g h

31.5f5+!
Beginning a forcing variation, the
only path to a clear advantage.

- N W A OO O N

31...00xf5 32.8xh7+ sexh7
33.exf5 A\h4 34.d6

34.f67! Wixf6 35.8xc7+ kh6
36.2c2 ¢hg5« was incredibly
messy.

34...%xd6

34...cxd6 35.%d5 forks the Rook
and Bishop, 35...2a5 36.Wg8+
¢hh6 37.2h1+-.

35.%xd6 cxd6 36.2h1
Winning a piece, although Black
has a few last tricks involving the
advanced g3-pawn combined
with ...2f1xg2.

36...ceg7 37.8xh4 £f1
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38.2d5

This was a difficult move to find
in time trouble, because | have to
be sure that my f-pawn wins the
game as | am giving up all of my
Kingside pawns for this!

editor — There's a study-like win
here: 38.Hg4+ A6 39.2g6+
xf5 40.2c2+ e4 41.8xed+ Leb
42 .5\ co#.

38...2d3+
38...2xg27? 39.f6+ g6 40.2c2+
¢hf7 41.Bh7+ 2eb 42.2e4+-.

39.¢bc1?

assumed that the extra piece
was winning easily. However,
simple calculation shows that
£c2 was a quicker win: 39.2¢2
&xc2+ 40.2xc2 Bxa2+ 41.¢2d3
Exg2 42.f6+ f7 43.2h7++-
queens the f-pawn very easily.

39...8xf5
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40.2d2

| was trying to be too safe as |
notched down my 40th move and
took some deep breaths. | knew |
was winning and, with this being
such an important game for my
GM norm

- N W A~ 00O N o

A weak move just
before time control.
With low time | didn’t
want to go into any
complications and

| don't think I've ever been
up a clean piece and had so
much trouble converting.

situation, | was definitely feeling
the pressure to convert.

40.%9xb6 could have been played
as well. The pawn is waiting to
be captured! 40...2b8 41./0d5
2e6 42.Dxf4+-,

40...b5 41.8h1 Ea7 42.5c3
Ba5 43.5\e4 Ea7 44.cke2
After this move | strongly
believed that my opponent would
resign, because | didn’t see

any options for Black other than
...8&xe4. Trading pieces when
you're down a piece already
seemed as good as resigning.

44...2xed 45.fxed Bc7
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After this move, | had a long
think because, to my surprise,
this position was not simple at

33

all. | don't think I've ever been up
a clean piece and had so much
trouble converting — certainly

a credit to my resilient and
resourceful opponent.

46.2d1 Bc3 47.¢0d2

47 Exd6 Ze3+ 48.¢d2 Exe4
looked like it was allowing
too much counterplay with
3 connected pawns and the
looming threat of f3 gxf3 g2.
49.2c2 Be3 50.2d3+-.

47...b4 48.8b1
Intending a3 or a4 because the
Rook would be hanging on c3.

48...f6 49.a3
49.a4 £3 50.gxf3 g2 51.£2d5+-
was also winning.

49...8e3
8\ .
’ %7 //%7 ///%///7/%%/
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50.a4!

Now that the Rook is on €3, f3 is
no longer possible and the Rook
also has a long way to travel to
cover the a8-square.

- 50.axb4!? Exe4 51.b5 3!
152.9xf3 Bb4= Black always had
/ resources like this that were

¢ scary to calculate.

50...d5

50...Exe4 51.a5+- and funnily
enough, the Rook has trapped
itself in the middle of the board.

51.2xd5 Ba3 52.8b3 g5
53.52d3 f3 54.gxf3 $f4

BB
//%z// B
%

///////////
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g
55.%2¢c4

The final touch. £b3 trapped the
Black Rook and now the King
comes to collect all the material.

N WA OO N
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55...ctxf3 56.5xb4 Exad+
57.&xa4 oxe4 58.2c6+
White has too much extra
material and finally, after a long
fight and great resistance by
Ramirez, | managed to secure
the victory and move to 5.5/7,
just shy of the leaders.

This game was definitely the
most nerve—wracking and
intense to play, even though |
had been playing opponents
rated much higher than 2550.
Although my game against
Shirov might have been my best
game, this game gave me the
most personal satisfaction during
the tournament.

1-0

Notes by

IM Aman Hambleton
Hambleton, Aman
Van Foreest, Jorden

(2584)
E86
Reykjavik Open (8), 25.04.2017

Besides my only loss in the
event (a very early blunder

against GM Movsesian 2677),
the other game where | was

in big trouble was in round 8
against the young Dutch talent
and current Dutch Champion
GM Jorden Van Foreest. He's
also a good friend of mine and
even competed on the Montreal
Chessbrah PROchess team for
a few matches. Having just won
my previous game, | had 5.5/7
and was in great shape to secure
a norm with either 0.5 or 1 point
in the next few games.

1.d4 6 2.c4 g6 3.2c3
297 4.e4 d6 5.f3

| employed the Saemisch
variation of the KID, something
which | have done as long as |
can remember in the database.
Naturally, this type of guaranteed
repetition
allows for my
opponents

to prepare
extremely deep
variations for
me.

5...0-0 6.2e3
e5 7.2\ge2 c6
8.%d2 exd4
9.5 xd4

34
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So far my opponent had been
moving instantly, and although
| knew the opening theory as
well, | was hesitant. | knew that
my opponent had prepared

a dangerous variation, but |
couldn't identify where it would
be.

9...d5!7? ,
Spoiler?

GAMMA 27

JChess.com



9...2e8 is usually included before
trying to play ...d5, in order to
prevent White's response cxd5
and e5. 10.2d1 d5 11.cxd5 cxd5
12.4)\c2%.

2 10...cxd5 11.e5

The most natural reaction,
forcing Black's 4 to move to the
undesirable e8-square.

11...9e8

/////////////
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12.f4

12.£95 Wd7 13.2b5 Dc6 14.8c1
A\c7= gives Black great play
against a loose pawn center.

12...f6 13.exf6

13.e6 is a major alternative,

which | knew about, but I didn't
have any specific preparation
here and it felt risky to enter

a line where | am sacrificing a
pawn (often two!) without any
guidelines. 13...2c6 14.f5 gxf5
15.2e2 Hxd4 16.2xd4 £xeb
17.0-0.

13...20xf6 14.2e2
It is necessary to control the
important g4-square.

14...¢c6 15.0-0 Ee8

akd 0 44
6 %m% %x%
5| /
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8 Wa  pK
d= /72/§””

Although none of the moves are
incredibly difficult, | should stress
that my opponent was moving
instantly and | was spending a
lot of time calculating the many
complicated sacrifices involving
...axe3. It's always scarier to
play a position when you know

your opponent has so recently
seen the computer evaluation at
home!

16.2h1

16.2ad1 Hg4 17.2xg4 &xg4
18.82de1 Hxe3 19.%xc6 bxc6
20.Wxe3 d4 looked very
powerful, but it turns out that
White can salvage equality e.g.
21.Wg3 dxc3 22.%xg4 Wbo+
23.8%h1 cxb2 24.f5=.

16...2g4 17.2xg4 &xg4

I Wi @ |
da o1

/////////////
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18.$f2

18.f5 Exe3 19.%xc6 bxc6
20.Wxe3 &xf5« is what my
opponent told me was the end
of his preparation. The computer
gives 0.00 but Black clearly has
great compensation with the pair
of Bishops, mobile pawn center,

and open b-file.

18.291 W6 19.5\xd5 Wd8

20.0f3 &xf3 21.gxf3 may have
just been a slightly improved

version of what happened in the

game.

18...%7f6 19.22xd5

Simplifying into a slightly worse
endgame, but | considered that
the lesser of the evils, bearing in
mind that | was down more than

an hour on the clock.

19...%%d8 20.Hf3
20.5e3 Exe3 21.Wxe3 Hxd4z
does not seem correct. Black's
pair of Bishops, two pieces for

the Rook, and control of the d1-

square seem overwhelming.

20...2xf3 21.gxf3 Hd4

—*l\)(.O-bU’lCD\IOO
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A strong move, but notone I had  25...2xd4 26.%g2 Eac8 29.c4 2f7 30.2f3 eb Black's rook passive and the
missed. Unfortunately, Black's 27.2ab1 £xc3 28.bxc3 b6 31.Exd8 Exd8 idea to play c5.
opening has been a massive — %
success and now he is enjoying 8 = 8 B 32...8c8 33.2b4 d6
a slightly better endgame with are // ///// 7//%%% Fy & %7/ /E%/ %// Fy 34.2d4 Bf8 35.%2e4 ckc5
more than an hour ahead onthe [ o > ) ) ) Y 36.a3 2e8+ 37.cd3 Bd8+
: . 5| & // & o & & &
_clock. All these things combine to - 7 _ %% . %% %% 38.¢ke3 2d6 39.h4 a5
| create a position that should be d / » %y SV, 00, i, 0, 40.2b1
Flosing in practical play, especially 4 / ) ////%7 %/ / 4 //% £ % Zé o
) ?on3|derk|]ng t?e psycr;]holog_lcal 3 %/ Z/QZ % / 3 %% //%7 %/ /%W 8 /%% %% 7,
e has been preparation! I 1 e Py o2
k Prep | 1W§/§/ / 1/E/ / / o & E &
77, %
22.5\c3 H)xf3 23.%xd8 S| & {@/ o
m Rexd8 24.2fd1 Although the material is exactly The computer offers an 4 % i) ///% // Z/%
24.2ad1 $d2 25.2h4! a move level, there is no endgame more evaluation of a mere -0.4 but | 3 gé %% //// //%
g | had missed 25...2d4 26.22 unpleasant than the one that considered this position to be of 7//% 7 /
£d3 27.8fe1 £xc3 28.bxc3 Deds  stands before me. White has 4 completely lost. 1 E/% // %%
m Black is still clearly better. pawn islands and they are all / / - % -
isolated pawns. 32.¢e3
= 24...)d4 32.8b3 is the | finally made the time control,
25.2xd4 T ———— magic move playing the last 10 moves on
m Simplifying apparently, increment, but was now faced
u again, mostly ruthlessly with a lost endgame. | decided to
because of the searching for play on out of spite and self pity
& time situation. F 3 counterplay mostly.
m | assumed the < with 2a3:
E closer I gotto a = K 32...8c8 40...<txc4 41.h5 b5 42.8Bc1+
m rook endgame 33.82e3+ &f6 b3 43.8c7 gxh5
a ° the better (33...¢bd6 editor — 43...%xa3! also wins, but
= chances | stood 34.8d3+ Black has to trust (or calculate)
: to make a draw, &c6 35.h4=) that he gets the first check after
but that is not = T 34.8a3 &c7 both sides promote: 44.h6 b4
0 always the case.  |# e SN e 35.5a6=with  45.Bxh7 b3 46.2g7 (46.Eb7
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Hd8-+) 46...b2 (46...Ed1 going to
h1 also wins.) 47.h7 b1%¥ 48.h8W
We1+ and this first check leads
to mate.

44.Eb7

oy
7
v
%
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6 7
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| realized my only hope for a
draw was to liquidate pawns

on the Queenside, collect

the remaining pawns on the
Kingside, and somehow manage
to sacrifice my Rook for the
remaining pawn.

44...b4!? 45.axb4 a4
46.2xh7

At this point both my opponent
and | had the impression Black
may have ruined his winning
chances. Jorden had a very long
think here and came up with the
accurate...

46...2d5! 47.2e4 Eb5 48.f5

_
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48...h47?
48...Bxb4+0 wins the game
49.%e5 (49.2d5 h4 50.f6 a3
51.f7 &f4 access to the f4-square
is the major difference between
this variation and what happened
in the game. 52.¢ke5 Ef2 53.50e4
a2 54.f8W HExf8 55.8b7+ L2
56.2a7 ©b2 57.8b7+ Rat
wins for Black.) 49...

h4 50.f6 a3 51.f7 a2
52.f8% a1W+ the check
ensures that Black can
deliver a checkmate.

49.f6[ 1=

Now the game is drawn.

49...a3 50.f7 2b8
51.8Exh4 a2 52.2h1
2f8 53.2d5!

A//é/
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The move my opponent missed,

reminded us of a famous
endgame study where White's
King starts on h8 and manages
to assist his passed pawn on c6
while catching Black's passed
pawn on hd!

53...8xf7 54.b5 Eh7
55.2a1 2h5+ 56.52c6 ©2b2

37

57.2xa2+ xa2 58.b6 Eh6+
59.%2¢7 Bxb6 60.52xb6
This miraculous draw was the
final notch | needed for the

GM norm. | did not know right
after the game that it would be
enough, as it depended entirely
on the ninth round pairing, but |
knew that | had been extremely
lucky in this game. A definite
lesson to stay realistic and
continue playing as long as you
believe there are chances for
your opponent to slip up.

Y2="/2

Jorden went on to win his final
two rounds in convincing fashion
and finished in 2™ place in the
Reykjavik Open, while | went on
to score 7/10
after drawing
my final two
rounds and
securing my
10-round GM
norm!

Relief!

dodged a bullet.

Aman knows he




The 2017 Reykjavik Open was a 10-round Open Swiss from April 19-
27, 2017. Anish Giri was the sole winner, with 8.5/10, %2 point ahead
of GMs van Foreest, Movsesian, Gupta and Kamsky.

15 Canadians played in Reykjavik, performing well as a group —

) : +285 FIDE rating points in total — and individually:
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IM Aman Hambleton scored his second GM Norm (see GM 2),
FM Michael Kleinman scored his second IM Norm,

Johshua Doknjas was 2" in both U2200 and Junior categories, and
the not-so-underrated-anymore Neil Doknjas took home 124
FIDE rating points!

Chess Canada has four annotated games.

Notes by

FM John Doknjas
Harika, Dronavalli (2521)
Doknjas, John (2216)

was quite large — there was
ample room for the hun—
dreds of players, as well as

* by Team Doknjas+

ground, generated by the vast
amounts of thermal energy
underneath Iceland.

| found out | was paired
with my opponent on the night
before — since the rounds were
in the afternoon, this gave me
6 hours to prepare. | typically
used less than 1, and despite
my opponent being a GM this
round was no exception :) My

38

opponent, like most GMs, plays
multiple openings. However,
unlike most GMs, she had
finished 3rd in the Women's
World Championship. My time
was spent reviewing my general
repertoire against her lines, so |
didn't have much time to prepare
anything too specific. | went into
the game just wanting to play
well.

1.d4 56 2.8g5

////////////////////////
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Reykjavik Open (2), 20.04.2017

The 2017 Reykjavik Open was
played in the exquisite Har-

pa Conference Centre. AiImost
all of the building is complete—
ly transparent, as its four sides
are covered with intricate glass
designs (which are illuminated
into various colours at night!).
This provided a wonderful view
of Reykjavik while playing in the
tournament hall. The hall itself

a generous amount of space
for the players on the tables.
The distance between me
and my board was prob-—
ably around a whole foot! For
most of the tournament, there
was only one round per day.
This allowed my family and

| to spend a good amount of il oty ml iy m,.l )
time touring Reykjavik and its | R i
surrounding areas. The best  [EURIINEY T

sights we saw were definitely ok pam
the geysers — explosive bursts
of water and steam from the
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There goes my hour of
preparation!

2...c6

A solid line, similar to the 2...d5
variation. Black's idea is to take
back on f6 with the e-pawn, and
then attempt to construct a vise
on the center.
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i Squares in White's camp are

3.2xf6

3.e3?? Wa5+. Don't be one of
the dozen players who ended up
here as White!
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3...exf6 4.e3 d5 5.g37?!
A questionable move - the light
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now noticeably weak. This is due

// Z V77, e,
z / ZZ e
to the e3-g3 pawn placement, /g/ %@7 =14 % )=

which weakens the Kingside and ° ° d e 9. f
f1-a6 light squares. White's f1-
Bishop can only cover so much.

Following the tried—and-true
plan. Although my c8-Bishop
IS now very poor, my control
Both 5.c4
and £d3 are
standard.

5...2d6
6.292 0-0
7.5d2 5
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over the center compensates
fully for this. The lack of mobility
of White's three minor pieces
balances out with my bad
Bishop.

8.2e2

With the idea of putting the
Knight on f4 and pressuring my
center.

8...2e6

Putting the Bishop to at least
some use — on this square it
protects my

two key pawns,
as well as
discouraging
White's c4 pawn
thrust.

9.0-0 Ad7
Heading towards
f6.

10.2c1!
Preparing the c4

White is helpless
against Black's
center.

10...5f6 11.c4

move — without it,
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11...2e4

With my d5 pawn under more
pressure, | cannot have White's
g2 Bishop continuing to rain
down fire on it.

11...dxc4!? is another plan.
12.%\xc4 £c7 with a weird
position — White has the two
center pawns, but it is Black

who seems to control more of
the center squares. This control,
along with the two Bishops, more
or less dynamically balance the
game.

12.cxd5 cxd5

A sad necessity... or is it?
During the game | believed that
maintaining my powerful Knight
on e4 was more important than
having an isolated pawn on d5.
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But now I'm not so sure.

12...8xd5 13.9xed £xe4 14.d5
#xg2 15.¢exg2z White should
be a tad better — Black's pawn
on 5, which was once a proud
soldier, now stands out like a

S Sore thumb.

13.2\b3!
Black's Queenside squares
begin to feel uncomfortable.

13...b6

The point of White's previous
move — my a6 and c6 squares
are now weak. Although | still
have my light-square Bishop

to defend them, at the moment
it is rather occupied on €6. The
isolated d5 pawn turns out to be
more trouble than expected...

14.0f4 &xf47?

Buckling under the pressure -
that's what playing a GM does to
you! Giving up my dark—-squared
Bishop is a bad mistake, as now
I'm left with only a bad Bishop
on e6. Comparing the g2 and

e6 Bishops, it is obvious that
White's is superior — although

at the moment, both are equally
inactive.

14...%¥d7 is more natural, and
much stronger. Black will move
the Rooks to the c—file, and
enjoy a comfortable position.

15.exf4

15.gxf4 Another option, in order
to not isolate the d4 pawn. My
opponent may have avoided

this because her King is now
opened. However, this could
work to White's advantage if she
manages to move the f1-Rook to
the now open g-file.

15...%d7 16.Ec2 Eac8
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At this point White's advantage
seems merely symbolic — my
Bishop on €6 is terrible, but it's
difficult to see how White will
activate the g2 Bishop.

editor — Interestingly, all the

top engines rate this position

as slightly better for Black;
apparently (based on some tests
shuffling around pieces) that's
mainly because White's Qb3 is
misplaced.

17.Ee2!?

Sharpening the game! This move
gives Black full control of the
c—file, and in return White plans
to control the e—file. The game
becomes a positional race — who
can use their file faster?

17...8c4!

Preparing to double on the c—file,
while also attacking the isolated
d4 pawn. | remembered having
some ideas with ...¥¥a4, which
employs a double attack against
a2 and d4.

18.f3

What else? There was no point
in surrendering the c—file if this
move was not played.

18...20d6 19.Efe1 Bfc8
20.8f1!

40

E e
. %%%%x

4 W ;

i Ae

///2@ i

7 Y Wy
5 Ak

% Y 7 7
a //éé /% /z% ///////é
_ %@%3@

a b d e f g h

N WA OO N

—

A subtle, but extremely strong
move — one which | completely
missed. White prepares to
activate her light-square Bishop,
while at the same time repel
Black's c4 Rook. White will soon
demonstrate utter domination
with the Bishops, so using

my activity while it lasts was
imperative here.

20...84c67?

Too passive — dynamic play is
required. 20...%c7! 21.8d2 Ec2
with enough play to keep me
actively fighting.

21.5f2

Opening up the dormant piece
on f1, and pressuring my weak
Queenside squares. Did my
opponent plan ahead to this
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moment with 13.2b3?

21.8d2 is more or less identical
to &f2, except it supports d4.

21...a5!
| remember being worried about

SEEF 94 ideas from White, followed by

a pawn storm. As a result, | felt
quick activity on the Queenside
was needed. In retrospect, most
of my worries about a pawn
storm were simply ghosts, but in
this case seeing ghosts helped
me play the right move.

22.%b1
Preparing the retreat Hc1.

22...a4 23.2c1 Wic7

The game begins to shift to
my favour now. My complete
control of the c—file, along
with the activity it brings, fully
compensates for White's
superior Bishop.

24.)\d3 Bc4

Attacking the d4 pawn - this
move also provokes b3, although
| can't remember if that was my
goal during the game.

25.b3 axb3?!

Opening up the a—file gives

White an avenue of activity there.

Better was: 25...2c3 26.bxa4
Ha8.

26.axb3
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26...2c2

Backing out and choosing the
safe move, although it turns out
this move is not safe for me at
all....

| considered 26...8xd4 during
the game, but after a long think

| backed out of it. My Rook is
trapped on d4, and while | try to
fish it out White will be invading
on the a—file. | felt | could not use
my extra pawn in time.

27.BExc2 ¥xc2 28.%xc2
Hxc2 29.2c1

What to do now? If | keep the
Rooks on, White gets full control
of the c—file. If | exchange Rooks,
White has an obvious advantage
in the endgame.

29...Bxc1 30.2xc1

White's light-square Bishop
bares its teeth and awakens for
the second time.

30...f6

Preventing White's Knight from
jumping to e€5. The last thing |
want is to have two inferior minor
pieces — one is enough!

31.Ha2
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31...8c8?

My idea was to put the Bishop
on b7, and King on €6. If |
accomplished this, | figured my

—_

41

position should be holdable. In
retrospect, this move caused
me quite some grief on the
Queenside.

It's better to immediately bring
the King to the defence of my
pawns. | don't have time for

the luxury of manoeuvring my
Bishop. 31...8f7 32.8)¢c3 e7
33.9a4 Hc8 34.8a6 Ha7 35.%f2
(35.2xb6? c6 and d4 falls —
Black is equal.) 35...b5 36.4c5
£c8 Black's position isn't fun, but
it should not be too hard to draw.
With my bad Bishop exchanged,
the game will be close to equal.

32.c3 £b7 33.9a4 b5
A move | didn't want to play, but
it is forced.

33...5)c87? 34.8b5 &f7 35.2d7
che7 36.£xc8 £xc8 37.H)xb6 is
even worse than my position in
the game — my bad Bishop is
almost useless against White's
powerful Knight.

34.)c5 £c6 35.f2
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35...b4!

Giving up a pawn, but providing
me with an interesting fortress.
| think this move gave me some
nice practical chances.

x
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35...¢kf7 36.e3 e7 37.82d2
g6 38.%¢c3 d8 39.%b4 Black's
position is horrible — White is
positionally dominating on all
levels.

36.2a6 £b5 37.2\xb4 £xf1
38.%xf1 Hb5s

w = _“’* nr" i
My idea is to put pressure on d4, =) J__.., A 3

while blocking White's passed
pawn. My hope is that White
cannot protect d4 and make

meaningful progress at the same

time.

39.5c2 &7 40.che2 cheb

41.$2d3 g6
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Now the waiting begins...

42.5e3!

A strong move - the Knight
pressures my pawns, while
preparing the g4 break.

Rl T et
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42...h5!

An instructive endgame move -
this move forces White to play
h3 if she ever wants to push g4.
This will allow me to exchange
an extra pair of pawns when the
break happens. When you are
defending an endgame, having
fewer pawns on the board
generally makes your defence
easier.

43.b47?!

This might be a bit impatient

— White should only push this
pawn when the White King is
ready to sprint to a4. Now | get
the c4 square for my Knight.

42

43...2d6

The Dark Knight returns! From
d6, the Knight protects the 5-
pawn, prepares to jump to c4 if
needed, and stops White's pawn
from advancing to b5.

44.)2d17?

Another slight inaccuracy. By
moving the Knight back, it gives
me the opportunity to move my
King to the Queenside.

44 cbec3 was better — when White
brings the King to a4, it is difficult
to suggest a plan of defence for
Black. My pieces are completely
tied down.




editor — but now Black has
44...%b5+ and White has to go
back or lose her d—pawn.

44...cd7
Black's King is no longer really
needed on the Kingside, and

SR stopping White's passed pawn is
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far more important.

45.5\¢c3 $cb 46.2c2 Hca
Preparing to target White's
Kingside pawns, if White's King
continues its journey to a4.

47.b5+ cd6 48.52d3 H\b2+
49.5%e2 Hc4 50.h3 Hb6
And again, | have to wait.
However, my position has
improved compared to what |
had on the 41st move.

51.g4 hx%4 52.fxg4 fxg4
53.hxg4
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54.9g57?!

It would have been more prudent
for White to bring her King
further up the Kingside before
playing this advance. | think
impatience with not being able to
break my fortress yet was having
an effect on my opponent.

54.%f3 H\b6 55.82g3 N4
56.%h4 Hb6 and only now 57.g5
when | don't have the option of
taking on g5 and liquidating a
pair of pawns.

editor — This is right strategically,
but instead of 56...4b6, Black
has 56...2)e3! preparing to fork
from f5 if White pushes g5, or

to c2 and a3 to harass White's
isolated pawns.

54...fxg5 55.fxg5 2e6!

The King returns home to the
Kingside — my goal is to tie down
White's pieces in an effort to
prevent my King from reaching
f5.

56.2f3 Nb6

Now ...¢ef5 threatens to draw
the game. Playing 56...¢6f5?
immediately is too risky:

57.5xd5 sexg5 58.%2e4 White's
extra pawn and better piece
coordination promises a win.

57.%2g4 2d6 58.2f4

editor — 58.2e2 Nd7 59.9)f4 &)f8
and White is still not making any
progress.
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58...71a8!

A venomous move, preparing to
bring the Knight to e6. From this
square, it will target White's g5
and d4 pawns.

59.%2g4 Hc7 60.b6

From this point on, the game
becomes a tough series of
calculations taking place in a
time scramble.

60...2e6 61.22xd5!

The only move to play for a win,

43

but a strong move nonetheless.
The Knight is taboo due to
White's b6 pawn.

61...5xd4

61...86xd5?? 62.b7 a new Queen
will be crowned shortly, followed
by the dethroning of a certain
King.

62.b7 Nc6 63.2b4
Planning to move the Knight

to d3, with tempo. From that
square, White's idea is to move
the Knight to f4 or e5, from
where it will attack g6.

63...2b8 64.2d3

Z%Z%x%

%/
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64...2d7!

A strong move, which | think my
opponent may have missed. It
is important to control the €5
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chances.

either ..

65.%f4

moves.

65...cec7

editor — Black has to play
carefully, but it is a draw with
&\ c6 or ...5d7.

square before moving my King to
capture the b7 pawn: 64...%c7?
65.9e5 ©xb7 66.4xg6 During
the game it was unclear if this
was losing or drawn, but White
definitely has serious winning

65.20f4 He5+ This is why the e5
square is important! Black

manages to protect the g6 pawn,
and my King will take b7 in a few
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66.%e5 &\f8 67.Df7 Deb+

h

68.2e5 &1xg5 69.5)xg5 bxb7=.

66...2xb7 67.cd5 HHf8

The last finesse — Black's Knight
is heading to h7 to take White's
remaining pawn.

68.2f4 Ah7 69.@3ng

My reward for holding GM Harika
to a draw in Round 2 was being
paired with another GM from
India for the afternoon double-
game day. Two GMs in one day
— more excitement to come in
Round 3.

Y2="/2

Firat, Burak (2503)
Kleinman, Michael

(2289)

D97

Reykjavik Open (5), 22.04.2017
Notes by John Upper

1.d4 96 2.c4 g6 3.22c3 d5
4.5f3 £97 5.%b3

The Russian System. White gets
pawns on e4 and d4 in return for
a few tempi off the exposed W. It
doesn't get an advantage against
the Grunfeld — what does?

Hambleton, Piasetski, Kleinman

— but it keeps more pieces on
the board than the direct-to-
endgame lines with ...%a5+.

5...dxc4 6.%xc4 0-0 7.e4 a6
/ i /x/ / , & iy
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8.Wa4!?
A rare move which was semi-
popular about 6 years ago, and
which has the advantage of
putting many
Black players
(including
Michael in this
game) out of
their prep.

8.a4 doesn't
stop ...b5,
since after 8...
b5 9.axb5?

Three-fer

A4

axb5 White's W and & are
hanging.

8.e5 b5 9.Wbh3 H)fd7 is one of
the main lines, when White has
tried all sorts of things, including:
10.e6 and 10.%g5 and 10.h4.

8.2e2 b5 9.Wb3 c5 10.dxc5
2e6 11.Wc2 Hbd7 12.£e3

£c8 13.2d1 b4 14.5d5 £xd5
15.exd5 &xc5 16.0-0 is another
mainline, when White has the
£ pair but Black does just fine
with Kaufman's recommended:
16...%d6

8...294
8...c5! 9.dxc5 £d7 10.Wa3
(10.%b3 a5 with fine play for
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Black — Kaufman) 10...2c6 17.2fe6 Hxeb 18.20xe6 Wd6 7 "7 25.2e1 Wd5+=.
11.2d2= 5-Y5 (43) Wang,H 19.5)xf8 Exf8F Black's center j /%;//Z!@%;@ i
(2742)-Grischuk,A (2754) pawns will rule. %% /// =, )00 21.cke2
London, 2012. 6 */// » ) //%,/* White is losing, so the choice is
15...2¢5 16.2xe6 £xc3+! sihdA 00 the "best" way to lose. The game
9.2e2 Nc6 10.d5 b5 11.¥d1  17.bxc3 ¥xd5 1 B B move allows a nice mate with the
= /a5 12.e5 s A /@ ’7/% Ds.
~ =¥ Computers recommend: 12.h3 s| & - § 77 R
#xf3 13.2xf3 c6 with a typical 7 /% %g/ - % Fy - %//%;/ %/////}/ ) 21.%d2 loses to: 21...Ac60]
Russian System middlegame: g /;@/// 3 2 2 S8 (21.. ixf1? 22 Web+ hxf8
White has the £s, Black has / » . %% a bede t gHh 23. W6+ (23.2a3+? Hch+-+)
active minors. 5 ,,,,,, % m% % %% 20...50\d3+[1-+ 23...5e80=) 22.Web+ Hxf8
7 .0 Just to show some of Black's 23.2a3+ (23.Wif6+ bg8 24.Web+
12.%(’7 13.e6 3 / /g/ / % attacking possibilities, there's a @g7—+) 23...db4+ (23...b4!)
m | 2| & / W AR draw after: 20...Ed1+ 21.dbxd1 24.che2 He8-+.
s H W He N @Z & " Wixf1+ 22 We1 0] W3+ 23.8d2
= Y YT = e g” : (23.Wd2 Wi3+ 24,5002 Wed+ 21..Wga+0 22.8d2 Hba+!
5 ‘7 ////// //8/ /////// / 25.d1=) 23...Wf3+ (23...5)c4 White bowed to the inevitable:
m 2 /// / 18.2xf87? 24.We20) Wig5=) 24 We2 Wh1+  22..00b4+ 23.11xd8 (23.%ve1
L Fy /8 _ 018.93xc5 Wixe5 19.0-0 Hicas D\c2#) 23.. Bch+ 24,1 BC24.
= 4 /% % Black's pawns
3l /” %@// and < are a bit A nice win by
© R lo0se, but he i Michael, who raised
o %// ///// ///// // ///// upa b, his Score 10 4/5
u 1 %/ g’@% ; é% _ after 5 rounds; his
18...%¥xg2!+ only dropped points
m 13...fxe6!N 19.2f1 Bd8!! being a loss to GM
13...8xf3 14.exf7+ Bxf7 15.8xf3 Playing for Sergei Movsesian
m feb 16.£2e2 cb= (V2-V2, 46) mate rather (2677).
a Bartel,M (2653)—-Borisek,J than settling for | _, P [
(2541) Porto Carras, 2011. comp. 19...2xf8 | 2> o | 0-1
20.8e3 Wc6T. ] LS _—
G 14.5\g5 £xe2 15.%¥xe2 . GAMMA Lively Postmortem
0 15.xe2? Hch 16.9f4 exd5 20.%xe7 s M Michuel Kleinman Chesscon oo Kleinman with Fiona

Steil-Antoni
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Notes by
FM John Doknjas
Karavade, Eesha (2405)

Doknjas, John (2216)
A65
Reykjavik Open (7), 24.04.2017

My opponent in this game was
a strong IM from India. Inter—
estingly enough, she was my
third opponent from India, and
my previous two were GMs! My
preparation for this game con-
sisted of briefly reviewing my
main lines, as she played mul-
tiple openings. Once again |
was out of my prep early on, but
the game turned out interesting
nonetheless.

1.d4 &f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 eb
4.0c3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6
The Benoni - I've played this
opening for roughly 10 years
now. One great aspect of it
that | like is the ability to gain
active play on all sides of the
board. Black is not limited to

° playing in only the Kingside,

center, or Queenside. Often
the best Benoni games involve
attacking all over the place,
simultaneously.

6.e4 g6 7.\ge2

2

\mwh&m\lm
2 &
&
D3°
\\

///////////

An interesting system against the
Benoni. The idea of it is to bring
the Knight to g3 and overprotect
the e4 pawn. This allows

White to focus on attacking in
the center, and not having to
worry about defending e4. The
drawback is that the Knight is not
ideally placed on g3, and it takes
White an extra tempo to move it
there.

7..297 8.5g3 h5!?

Not the main move, but | felt in
the mood to play this. Pushing
the h—pawn up the board
immediately makes the game
more double edged. Apparently
the craziness of a normal Benoni
wasn't enough that day...

9.2e2 h4
After this move there is no going

back — the pawn is headed to h3.

Castling would still be fine here.

10.5f1 h3 11.g3
z%g%@% @

% @ Mi

N WA 000 N
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a b ¢ d

In return for the weak pawn on
h3, Black has gained a dynamic
advantage — a
few tempi. If
White manages
to castle then

| might be

in trouble,
although even
then the h3
pawn acts as

a thorn in the
King's side.

Reverse Angle

FSA & GM Simon
Williams

46

11...a6

11...2a6!? is another option,
perhaps more in the spirit of
the position. The goal is to
quickly prepare the ...b5 push
before White manages to fully
consolidate her position.

12.a4 Dbd7 13.295 Wc7
14.2\d2!

The correct piece setup by
White. From d2, the Knight
protects e4 and is ready to go to
c4 if needed.

14...0-0

At this point | had spent too
much time, and had not played
that well either. My mistake was
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not understanding that normal
moves do not work well here.
The h3 pawn is almost sacrificing
itself in order to give me activity. |
have to take advantage of it.

15.0-0 Ze8

3 A useful move, pressuring e4

and preventing the £d2 from
moving...

16.f3!

So much for immobilizing Hd2!
f3 also has another purpose:
preparing to play g4 one day and
then take the isolated h3 pawn.

16...2b8
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17.@93!?

Playing prophylactically — White
plans to bring her Bishop to

f2 and reinforce the Kingside.
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However, perhaps it was better
to immediately prepare the b4
push. Waiting too long in the
Benoni often results in a brutal
punishment. 17.2c1! immediately
posing the question to Black
about how to deal with the threat
of b4.

17...0h7?

A weak move - I'm trying to
push ...f5, even though | spent
my last move preparing ...b5. |
do not have the luxury of taking
my time in this position - the
only thing that matters is getting
activity somewhere.

17...2e5! is far stronger than the
game move. My plan is simple:
play ...2d7, followed by ...b5.
This must be done before White
can push b4. It is important to
note that 18.f4 is answered by
18...20eg4!

editor - 17...%e5 is certainly
more aggressive, but (FWIW)
Stockfish rates 17...Ah7 as
Black's best move.

18.82
Or else 18...f5 with a reasonable
game for Black.
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18...2df8

With the idea of 19...2d7. This
is a sad move, but | don't have
much choice if | want to develop
the c8-Bishop.

18...2e5? Now this is
immediately refuted by 19.f4, due
to the absence of a Knight on f6.

18...2df6 blocks the Knight on
h7 from returning into the game.

18...f5 is a desperate bid for
activity, perhaps my best chance
here. After 19.exf5 gxf5 White is
better due to my weak Kingside
pawns, but in return | am able to
activate my pieces. This would
probably be a better option than
the game.

19.2d3!
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Once again, preventing my ...f5

break, a threat which had gained
merit due to my c8-Bishop being
opened up.

19...2d7 20.2c1 b5
Finally! Although due to White's
delay, Black is not so bad off.

21.axb5 axb5b

o[ K _EAw
7%%z}%i%ﬁ
5%}%}%?/
| /y//
) e _ M}
| B B & A

a b c¢c d e f g h
22.b4!

Correctly not fearing 22...c4.
Even though Black gains a
protected passed pawn, | am
left with almost no activity on
the Queenside. Also, White gets
the important d4 square — a
wonderful outpost for a Knight.

22...c4
22...cxb4? 23.9)xb5 Wd8
24.5\xd6+-.
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23.2e2 g5!

This move, contrary to how it
looks, is mainly positional. |
want to bring my f8-Knight to g6,
giving me good control over the
dark squares (h4, f4, €5, etc).

"EEF 23,512 was another option,

giving the game a different

taste as opposed to 23...g5. My
activity in this variation is quicker,
but my Kingside becomes more
exposed. 24.exf5 &xf5 25..\de4
followed by 26.2d4 — White
enjoys a slightly better position.

24.2e1 Dgb
My f8-Knight finally finds a
purpose.

25.2f1
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////////

///////

N W A O o N
\
De-

\ \ \
= IE
Beg
N\

N
\\\\\\
SN

////////

/////////////

move makes sense, considering
my 23...g5 move weakens my
Kingside light squares. This is an
instructive moment — any pawn
move that gives you control over
one colour complex will always
weaken your control over the
other colour complex.

25...f5

A must. If White's f1-Knight
reaches f5, | may be forced to
give up my light-squared Bishop
for it. If this happens, my b5
pawn, €6 square, and c6 square
will all be terribly weak.

26.exf5
Forced - or else | play 4.

26.2d47 f4 27 .8xg7 xg7
28.Wd4+ &\fe With good play for
Black on the dark squares.

26...8xf5 27.5e3
The Knight blocks the f2 Bishop.

27.2d4 activates the Bishop, but
allows me to exchange off a few
pieces with 27...2xd4+ 28.Wxd4
Wb6 29.%xb6 Exb6 and it's hard
to believe White has anything
here.

27...2d7 28.¥c2 He7
Preventing White's Knight from
reaching f5.

28...20e5 29.f4 gxf4 30.gxf4

N7 31.2f3— 2e4 and D5 are
coming — Black will have to deal
with an unpleasant attack.

29.%d2 Hf57?!
A mistake — the Knight on e3 is

merely restricting White's pieces.

Offering to exchange it off is
merely helping the opponent.

Starting immediate counterplay
on the a—file was a stronger
idea, 29...2a8!

30.2xf5 £xf5 31.2f1!
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A strong move with multiple
purposes: White contests the
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e—file, prepares to win the h3
pawn (after playing g4), and
still maintains control over the
important d3 square.

31...1f7

Attempting to take advantage of
the now vulnerable f3 pawn. At
this point | was quite low on time
— this caused me to believe my
position was worse than it was,
and as a result my play seemed
to flounder.

32.2xe8+ Wxe8 33.94!

The h3 pawn has finally been
lost — at least my pieces on the
7th and 8th ranks managed to
get plenty of activity for it!

33...296

33...2d7! is another idea, freeing
up the Queen and Rook from
defending the b5 pawn: 34.2xh3
Za8 35.2d4 Wg6 36.£xg7 oxg7
37.Wd4+ »f6 Compared to the
37th move in the game, Black
seems much more active. The
Queen is better stationed on g6
than the Bishop. On that square,
it both defends the Black King,
and threatens to invade White's
position.
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34.£xh3 2a8
Or else 35.2a1 is almost
decisive.

35.2d4 Ea3
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Wanting to play ...Eb3 and

take the isolated b4 pawn. At
this point the game seemed
hopeless to me. This was due to
me having low time, being down
one pawn, and the psychological
effect the game was having

- | was taking too long on my
moves, and none of them were
giving me nice results.

36.2xg7 soxg7 37.2e1
37.%d4+?! &Hf6 Now White
cannot move the Rook to e1.

37...%d7 38.%d4+ &h6!

This move looks risky, but in a

way it makes my King safer. If
| had left it on g7 or moved it
backwards, it would be easier
for White's Rook and Queen to
reach it.

38...0f67? 39.82e6 Wd8 40.f4+- is
dead lost for Black.

39.2f1!
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Improving the Bishop — it is no
longer out of play, and now it
is once again controlling the
important d3 square.

39...2b3!?

The b4 pawn seems irrelevant
in this position, but what else

is there to do? This move puts
some psychological pressure on
White, because now she feels
like she must prove her activity

or else | have two connected
passed pawns.

Objectively, 39...5a8 was the
better move. The Rook runs back
home to defend the King. In this
scenario, | would likely lose my
b5-pawn and then eventually the
game.

40.2e6!
Setting a subtle trap.

40...%g7!

Responding to the trap well.
This move threatens a Queen
exchange, which would relieve
the pressure on Black's King.

40...8xb4?? 41.£d3!+- Both
pieces attacking the £d3 are
pinned! 41...)f8 (41...cxd3
42.¥xb4) 42.Wh8+ Hh77?7?

Why not blunder again after 2
moves? (42...%h7 43.Wixf8+ #2.)
43.2xg6# with a situation that
might be problematic.

41.5xb5 Hf8

41.. Wxd4+ 42.)xd4 Exb4??
Winning a pawn.... 43.5f5# and
blundering the game.

42 Wixg7+ xg7
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43.Be7+

43.2xd67?! is still winning for
White, but it provides me with
some good play: 43...c3 During
the game this looked good to
me, but the engine says White
is still comfortably winning after
44 Ec6.

43...26 44.8c7
Monitoring the c—pawn, while
preparing to take d6 with the
Nb5.

44...2d3

Forced or else | lose the c4-
pawn (my only asset in this
position).

44.. 8xb4? 45.2xc4 Bb1+
Black's pseudo—activity soon
peters out: 46.5f2 Bb2+ 47.%e3




gxh2 48.2\xd6+-.

45.2xd3 cxd3 46.¢0f2
Allowing my King to e5, but
White doesn't have a choice
here. She must bring her King
closer to the dangerous passer

¥ on d3.

46...52e5

/////
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At this point, | saw that White
could immediately win with

47 .8f7, attacking the f8-Knight
and threatening mate on 5.
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47.52e37?7?

Missing a clear win! | was very
surprised when she played this
move. Now | have real chances
to draw the game.

47 BF7! xd5 (47...5\g6 48.5f5#)

48.5xf8+-.

47...8xb47??

Once again, allowing 48.5f7. It
actually may have been here that
| saw the &f7 move.

47...xd5 48.2¢3 Hxc3
49.9xc3+ thed 50.He4 Heb
51.b5 oxb5 52.9xd6+ och
53.9f7 hd5 54.¢hxd3+- Once
White manages to push the
h—pawn or f—pawn, it will be
over. Two pawns and a Knight vs
a Knight is an easy win.

48.5c3?7?

A comedy of errors. 48.2f7 Zf4
49.Exf4 gxf4+ 50.¢bxd3 &xd5
51.h4+-.

48...0 g6 49.%xd3

This time Ef7 has no bite: 49.&f7
£2f4 50.8xf4 Hxf4 and Black
should draw.

49...5f4+ 50.cke3 Eb3

Lifting the pressure too quickly is
a mistake: 50...2xd5+? 51.4xd5
¢xd5 52.8g7 Eb3+ 53.¢6f2 Bb2+
54.%g3+- When the g5-pawn
falls, White is winning.

51.¢ed2

FMs Dougherty & Plotkin

7,

By
> ﬁ«/ /// .
A % //

//%@ //////
///éﬁ&/

///

51...Bb2+!?
| saw 51...2xd5 in the game and
knew it was probably a draw, but
| preferred to play this. | figured

| should be still able to draw, but
this move also provided me with
some winning chances. It is quite
unpleasant to tread through the
minefield as
White in the
position.

- N W A OO0 OO N o

51...9xd5
52.5xd5 $xd5
53.E2g7 &d4
54.8xg5 &b2+
55.¢hd1 Exh2
and Black
should have
no problems
drawing.

Pub Quiz
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My superior activity fully
compensates for the missing
pawn. In Rook endgames,
activity is one of the most
important factors to be
considered.

52.52d1 &d4

Once again preferring activity
to a guaranteed draw. 52...5xh2
obviously draws easily, and
perhaps | should have played it.

53.5¢1?

53.2ed4! is a stronger move,
forcing Black to stop attacking
and just start taking pawns when
the game peters out to a draw

in many ways. For example:
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53...8xh2 54.Hxd6 Hxd5
55.8a7= White's Rook checks
from the side save her from any
tricks | have. The game is an
easy draw.

53...2d3+!

"W Bringing the Knight into the

attack, with tempo.

54.cbd1
5

% /ﬁ/ / %
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54...2xh2

54...5e5 55.0ed Hxf3 56.)xd6
¢bxd5 57.55 &xh2 should be

a draw, although practically
Black has winning chances. The
psychological aspect is also
important to consider — White

- N W A OO O N @

had gone from winning, to equal,

and now to worse. Almost no
one can play optimally under
these conditions. | could tell

that around this point in the
game, my opponent was visibly
unhappy.

55.2e4 Eh1+7?!

The result of seeing a mirage
in time pressure! | thought that
56.%e2 Ee1+ was checkmate,
missing that White could move
her King to d2. It's important
to note that at this point in the
game we were both quite now
low on time (this was the second
time control, reached after 40
moves).

55...¢2e3 is a natural and
stronger move, with the threat of:

.Bh1+-Ec1+-8xc7! 56.8e7 &xf3
57.5\xd6 cbxgd=.

56.cbe2 Bh2+ 57.¢f1 &xd5
58.2xg5
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During the game | felt that White
had some advantage here.
While this is not entirely false,
my evaluation was mainly due
to psychological factors. | had
just lost control of the game,
having let White's King escape
its "prison". Like my opponent,

| proceeded to play badly after
losing my advantage.

58...2d4 59.2e7
Cutting the King off, and
threatening 60. Ze4+.

59...d5 60.2g1 2d2 61.2e8
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61...2e57!

Not necessarily a bad move,
but in time trouble this Knight
caused me quite some grief. It
ends up mainly being a liability,
forcing my King on d4 to defend
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it until it moves.

61...2f4! was a better move,
preparing 62...€2d3 and 63...
d4. If White moves her Rook to
attack my Knight, my King goes
to e3: 62.2f8 He3.

62.¢f1 Ba2 63.2f8 Hcd
64.2e8 He5

It is interesting how both
sides seem to be in a mutual
zugzwang.

65.@91 2d2 66.2f87?
Allowing my King access to the
e3 square.
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66...2e2?

Missing my chance. | was likely
lulled into the waiting game we
were both playing, that | didn't
seriously consider 66...5e3!
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67.2e8 ©f4 when the King
invades the dark squares like a
snake. There is no way for White
to win the Heb. 68.%f1 Hd3
Followed by 69...€2g3. In a time
scramble, Black has some very

= good winning chances.
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67.2f5 d3?

The King is just in the way of the
pawn here. 67...€2c3 followed by
running the d—pawn down the
board.

68.2h3

68.2f71? Dxf7 69.8xf7 d4 should
be a draw, but who knows

what could happen in the time
scramble we were in.

68...2d2 69./)f2

8/%/% /%
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69...4)g6! was an interesting idea
| missed during the game. The
d5-pawn is sacrificed in order

to allow Black's King to invade
on the Kingside. 70.2xd5+ &e3
71.8d3+ (71.2f5? Be 1+ 72.¢g2
Nh4+) 71...5f4 with good
drawing chances.

70.2g2 che2!
Correctly bringing the King
closer.

71.5h3 d4 72.g5 d3
73.5f4+ cod1
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74.%xd3!

An excellent practical choice. |
think we were both playing on
the 30 second increment at this
point, and with so little time it

is not clear how to stop White's
pawns. | remember a large

crowd gathering to watch the
game around here.

74...0xd3 75.22g3 the2
75...Ee1! was a better try — my
King is too slow, so for now it
should be ignored. 76.%2g4 g1+
Always put Rooks behind passed
pawns! 77.€th5 che2 78.96 e3
79.¢6h6 ©)f4 80.g7 Zh1+ 81.¢kg5
Heb+ 82.¢6f6 Hixg7= the f-pawn
will fall shortly, followed by a
draw.

76.96 2e8 77.97 Eg8 78.Ef7
he3 79.2e7+!

Cutting off my King — now White
is close to objectively winning.

79...s2d4 80.4
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There is a move that saves
Black, but one probably only
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an engine could find in a few
seconds.

80...d5?

80...2b401 81.2g4 H\d5 the
Rook is forced to either give up
the g7-pawn, or the e—file. 82.&f7
¢he4 with my King so close, it is
an easy draw.

81.f5
Now White is winning.

81...82d6 82.f6 He5
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83.2h30

Putting me in zugzwang. If White
had advanced her King to h4 or
f4, | would have the ...\ g6+ fork:

83.f727? Exg7+-+;
83.52h4? g6+ 84.¢2h5 Hxe7
85.f7 Bxg7 86.f8W=.




83...2g6 84.2e4! ¢d5
84...%d77? 85.¢kg4+- and Black is
helpless against the White King
advance.

85.2e17??
Blowing the win! To be fair,

"= =¥ neither my opponent nor | saw

ome
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the winning move during the
game: 85.2e8!! — this could
have been the move of the
game, had it been played,
85...Exe8 86.f7 Be3+ (86...2b8
87.g8W+-) 87.2h201 He2+
88.¢kg1+-.

85...5f4+0= 86.5th4

: /% / /%/
° % // //////////// |
547/@%;7W
3 / A ,,,,,, ///
2 % -
1 g %
a c e g h
86...@92+??

86...%e600 draws. The threat is
87....0xg7.87.2g1 (87.8xe67? is
a tempo slow 87...ctxe6 88.2g5
bf7-+) 87...cbe5 88.f7 Exg7

89.&xg7 &6 90.8h7 @96 91.8Bh5
BHxf7=.

87.2957?7

Returning the favour. 87.€th50+-
Hxe1 88.f7 The point of 87.%h5:
| cannot take on g7 with check.
88...8Bxg7 89.f8%+- and no
matter what | do, either my Rook
or Knight will be forked and
taken by the Queen.

87...5\xe1 88.52g6 H)f3

The Knight returns just in time.

89.f7

e g

89...He5+

A funny position — Black is the
one trying to exchange a Rook
and a Knight for two pawns!
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editor — or 89...8xg7+ 90.%9xg7
Ng5=.

90.2h7 BExg7+ 91.2xg7
NAxf7 92.¢exf7
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Notes by

Joshua Doknjas
Doknjas, Joshua (2123)
L'Ami, Alina (2324)

B90

Reykjavik Open (9), 26.04.2017

Playing in the 2017 Reykjavik
Open was a great experience.
The tournament was very well
organized and it was exciting

to play alongside some of the

top players in the world. One

of the main drawbacks is that
everything in Iceland is very
expensive, e.g., a regular
hamburger was about $20 bucks.

The game | am annotating was
played in the 9th round. At this
point in the tournament, | had
5/8, and | knew | had to win if |
wanted to fight for some of the
category prizes.

Team Doknjas




1.e4 ¢5 2.%f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.2xd4 Hf6 5.)c3 a6 6.h3
e5 7.9de2

////////////////////////

//////////////

Already at this point my
opponent was spending a lot of
time. In my preparation, | saw

that my opponent had barely any
games where White played 6. h3.

| decided to spend most of my
time looking at the main line with
7... h5 and the sharper lines with
6... 6.

Especially if this move is not
followed up with ...d5, White
should be getting a much better
position out of the opening.

8.94 £e7 9.£292 h6 10.2g3
gGl’)
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This move really surprised me.
10... g6 seemed to just weaken
the h6-pawn and prevent Black
from castling. Now, instead

of playing a normal move like
11.2e3 or 11.0-0, | looked

for a way to really punish my
opponent's last move.

11.f47?!

011.8e3+ Hbd7 (11...2f8
12.Wd2 shg7 13.5)d5+) 12.9d2
5\b6 13.b3+.

11...%b6!

| completely missed this move.
| was expecting either 11...
exf4 or 11...4)¢6. In both cases,

White would have a much better
position. After 11...Wb6, White's

position gets a lot harder to play.

11...exf4 12 &xfa+;
11...%c6 12.f5+.

12.f5 gxf5 13.22xf57?!

| remember playing this move
fairly quickly. | thought that
getting the Bishop pair would
just give White an advantage.
However, as it turns out,
Black has some dangerous
counterplay with ...d5.

13.exf5 Lche.

13...8xf5 14.exf5
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14...)c6

Playing ...d5 right here is an
option for Black as well: 14...
d5!? 15.We2 (15.xd5? Hxd5
16.%xd5 &hd+7F 17.%e2 (17.2d1
Ne6-+) 17... W2+ 18.22d1 Hc6F)
15...d4« or 15...e4!?=,

15.We2
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Stopping Black's counterplay
with ...d5 makes more sense.
However, during the game, |
wasn't really afraid of it. 15.2)d5
&\xd5 16.¥xd5=.

15...d5

Playing 15...2d4!F before ...d5
forces White's queen into a bad
position. Also, Black's Knight
on d4 will be a huge problem
for White in some lines. 16.1%/f2
(16.¥d3 d5%) 16...d5:

a) 17.5xd5? Hxd5 18.£xd5
Wa5+-+;

b) 17.£xd5? Hxd5 18.2xd5
Wab5+ (18...¥c6 also wins.)
19.9¢c3 &£h4! 20.Wxh4 Hf3+-+;
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Around here | was in serious

Without this move, Black has

time pressure and finding

dangerous compensation for the

Rook. White's idea is to divert
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33.8fxe5+! &xe5+ 34.8Bxe5+ ¢2d6

Black counterplay proved to be
35.8e2! and White threatens

challenging.
didn't even consider 33.Efxe5.

33...2d2+ 34.2h1 &xe5

£b4+ Wc5# During the game, |
35.Eexe5+

a way to win without giving
32.Bxf6+17+- Wixfe 33.8xe5+.
35...¢2d6 36.g5 Ed1+

35.Hfxe5+ &d6 36.2e7+-.
37.%2g2 g7

32...h5 33.2xe5

32.2f5

26.2g1 (26.f6+ be8=)

26...8f2

@«

Rook first before ... e2) 25.¢3

&xf6 (25...cbe8 26.H\c7+ Hf8
27.%d8#) 26.2e1+-;
but 24...Zc8! (activating the

not to 24...20e2?? 25.f6+

24 .5f17? gives up the advantage:
Ne2

Black's Bishop from the attack
or put Black's King into a bad

position.
25.8f1 Exa8 26.%f2 ¥xc2

27.8d2 Wg6 28.2b4+ heb
29.2ae1 Hd8 30.2c3 Dcb6

unable to continue the attack.
31.%b6 BEd7

24...¢hf8 25.8f1 and Black is

24...2xf6
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Cc) 17.0-0 He2+ 18.&2h1 Wixf2

and Black is much better in this

endgame.
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This wasn't the best way for
Black to show compensation
for the pawn; she should have
tried 20...0-0-0 21.c4! Wc5
(21..Wixc4? 22.Db6++-).
21.Dc7+ e7 22.2)xa8

Wed+ 23.2h2 Nd4

20...%c4?
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| don't remember even looking
at any move besides this. It
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more natural and stronger than

16.2xd5
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seemed to me that this was just
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38.Wc5+ c7 39.82e7+ b8 This
is completely winning for White
after either Rook takes on f7, but
with extremely low time on the
clock, | thought that it would be
too dangerous to allow Black's
Queen to come down to the 2nd

— A

@
=
=
=

38...chxe5 39.%e3+ &d5
40.%f3+ chca 41.Wc3+ ¢d5
42.82d6+ oxd6 43.¥xg7
Bd2+ 44.%f1 Hd8 45.%h6+
he7 46.g6 2d6 47.We3+
&f6 48.Wf4+ e?

—_ N w N (6] (o)} ~ (06}
RN\ N&\\
O m ¥
[DE.%N
Do Do

49.We5+7?

The endgame is still easily
winning for White as Black's
pawns start to fall, but right
after | let go of my Queen, |
realized | missed a much more
straightforward and nicer way to

win: 49.%Wxd6+! xd6 50.97+-.

49...2e6 50.Wc7+ e8
51.gxf7+ D xf7 52.%xb7
Bf6+ 53.c2g2 Bg6+ 54.2h2
¢f8 55.a4 g7 56.b4 h4
57.a5 Eg3

)

By

. U KA
v 7 7 @

a b ¢c d e f g h

58.%e7 Bg5 59.%a7 g6

— N w N [6)] » ~ [o0]
N
R

60.%xa6+ &f5 61.%d3+ &f6

62.%f3+ eb 63.Weq+ He5
64.a6

After this game | had 6/9, and
going into the 10th and final
round, | was leading the U2200
section and Top Junior category.
| was paired with GM Ramirez in
the final round and lost.

1-0

At the end of the 2017 Reykjavik
Open | won two prizes: U2200

- 2nd Place, and Top Junior
- 2nd Place, (ahead of IM
Praggnanandhaa Rameshbabu
who placed 3rd, and IM Awonder
Liang who fell out of the top 3).

- Joshua Doknjas

56

Three Winners

Aman Hambleton: GM Norm
Michael Kleinman: IM Norm
Joshua Doknjas: 2™ U2200, 2" Jr.

€ X GAMMA

i
a4
§ iy, =
I} =

L >

photos: most photos of the Canadian players were taken by Victoria
Jung-Doknjas, including the one above and the full contingent photo
on the next page. Others are from the Reykjavik Open facebook page
(pix by Alina LAmi), or screencaps from the live video feed.

links: parts of this report previously appeared on the CFC Newsfeed:

https://chess.ca/newsfeed/node/958
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IM Leon Piasetski: FM Michael
Dougherty vs GM Alexander

Beliavsyk; FM Dale Haessel;
the Canadian contingent at

Reykjavik.

auIoux
epeue) sssuyd



The Women’s World Chess
Championship was held in Teh-
ran, Iran, February 10- March 4,
| 2017. It was a 64-player tourna-
IFment of best-of-two knock-out
4 matches, with the winner getting
the FIDE title of Women's World
Chess Champion. Tan Zhongyi
(CHN) defeated Anna Muzychuk
(UKR) in the rapid tie-break in
the final.

Some of the best players in
the world did not attend. Hou Yi-
fan declined to play as a protest

against FIDE’s constant changing
of the dates and formats of the
event — it had originally been
scheduled for October 2016,
but was postponed due to a lack
of sponsors. Former Women'’s
World Champion Mariya Muzy-
chuk, and reigning US Women's
Champion Nazi Paikidze both
chose not to attend to protest
the requirement that all women
wear a hijab (headscarf) during
the event.

2016 Canadian Champion
Qiyu Zhou was seeded 54th, and
paired against 11th seed Natalia

Pogonina (RUS).

b by John Upper_ 58

Pogonina, Natalija
(2487)

Zhou, Qiyu (2287)
E49

WWCCh 2017 Tehran (1.1),
11.02.2017

Notes by John Upper

1.d4 2f6 2.c4 e6 3.2c3
£b4 4.3 0-0 5.2d3 d5

... games by:

Qiyu Zhou:

* Women’s World Championship, Tehran
* Blackpool Open, England

e Continental Championship, Mexico

Anthony Atanasov: WCCC, Batumi
Lefong Hua: IM Norm, St.Louis
Michael Kleinman: Charleston, S.C.

6.cxd5 exd5 7.\ ge2 c5
8.a3 £xc3+ 9.bxc3 b6 10.0-
0 2a6

zéﬁ W E e
& 0 A&k
Bg/% a |
sl /xx// .
3| £ /é/c@// o
2 // / N A A
1WeE ”/@%z{%}

a b

There are a few hundred games
in the MegaBase from here.
White scores well, which may
be because White's basic plan

Qiyu Zhou, Women’s World Championship
Opponent Natalija Pogonina behind her,

both wearing manditory hijab.

— push in the center with e,
Ef1 and play f3 and e4 — makes
it easier to play the White than
Black, who has to prepare to
react to all of White's maneuvers.

11.f3 Ee8 12.2g3 £xd3
13.%xd3 Hc6 14.2b2 Hc8
14...h5!? 15.8ae1:

15...20e7 16.e4 h4 17.5h1 Wd7
18.e5 h5 19.f4 g6 20.Wf3
cxd4 21.cxd4 Zac8 22.g4 hxg3
23.hxg3 5 (23...8c2 24.g4 BExb2
25.gxh5 Bc82) 24.8e2= (0-1,
40) Gerzhoy,L (2481)—-Hansen,E
(2596) Montreal 2014.

15...cxd4 16.cxd4 g6 17.4\h1
Wd7 18.e4 h4 19.0f2 &\h5
20.Wd2 Nab 21.2g4 Hc4

22 .Wc1 Bac8= (0-1, 40)
Jakovenko,D (2732)-Maze,S
(2591) Gibraltar, 2016.




©
L=
©
—
©
O
),
7).
o
f—
&

“/ /// /7/ w//,

a b ¢ d e

A very common pawn structure
from the €3 Nimzo (see the
survey in Chess Canada
2015.09).

Black should use her &s
to pressure White's center, and
prepare the &s to blockade on
any central square that becomes
available.

When White plays e3-e4
is it very dangerous for Black
to capture the center pawns
(with ...cxd4 and ...dxe4) when
White's central duo is both well-
supported and mobile, since
this makes it very hard, if not
impossible, to prepare good
squares for the &s in response
to both d4-d5 and e4-e5.

Two 1952 games from in
this line demonstrate Black's

difficulties, and show White
getting a crushing attack,
seemingly "out of nowhere".

15...h6 16.e4 cxd4 17.cxd4 dxed
18.fxed He5 19.Wd1 Hcd 20.8c1
Ah7 21.e5 Beb 22.8e4 Hf8
23.5)f5 ¢bh8 24.¥h5+- and Black
is busted. 24...2c7 25.8h4 Dh7
26.9xg7! soxg7 27.£xh6+ g8
28.2g4+ Eg6 29.e6! 1-0 Kotov-
Unzicker, Saltsjobaden 1952.

15...cxd4 16.cxd4 Wd7 17.e4
dxe4d 18.fxe4 @e5 (is similar

to Pogonina-Zhou) 19.%d1
(019.We2 defending the £b2, so
that if 19...c4 20.8xf6!+- HHxb2
(20...gxf6 21.50h5+-) 21.5\f5)
19...20¢c4 20.2c1 Wc6 21.e5

Nd5 22.Wf3 167 23.h5!1+- £f8
24 Wg3 Wic7 25.2h6! &7 26.Wf3
Bd8 27.0xg7 8xg7 28.exfé Egd7
20.f7+! (if 29...8xf7 30.¥xd5!+-)
1-0 Averbakh—Golombek,
Saltsjobaden, 1952.

Black should NOT close the
c—file with ...c4 (as in Botvinnik-
Capablanca, AVRO 1938) — but
should probably allow White to
push e5, and aim for counterplay
on the c—file — as in this recent
top—level example:

15...Wc7 16.e4 He7 17.e5 Nd7
18.a4 (18.f4 cxd4 19.cxd4 ¥ic22)
18...cxd4 19.cxd4 ¥c2 20.%xc2
Bxc2=21.2a3 g6 22.5c1 Ba2
23.8xe7 Bxe7 24.2a1 Bxa1
25.8xa1 6 26.f4 H)f8! Nice! exf6
would leave White's pawn on f6
doomed. 27.8c1 Deb= (V-1 64)
Eljanov,P (2739)-Wang,Y (2737)
Baku Ol, 2016.

15...2c7 16.e4 dxed 17.fxe4
2eb

7 ”

sf  WE
V& B | ak

////// K
5|, & &
| 7 A

. //// ///// £

3/&“ /&//@//%
.-
1 % //%

a b ¢ d

The same maneuver as in the

1952 games above.

18.Wd1

59
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18.We2 looks more natural, but
White is aiming for Wb3x{7.

18...cxd4?
18...2d7!? 19.d5 (19.We2 cxd4
20.cxd4 Bxd4!x) 19...c41?

: 20.2c1! (20.a4? @d\?i) 20...h6
lwith an unbalanced Benoni-like
Fposition.

19.cxd4 Ng67?!
N19...6c4 also as in the 1952

games.

vy

%% ,,,,,, ///%

% W 7 7
o SAE T
.

////// 7.

wy Yy vy
-y /%Mg

///////
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20.%b3

White spent 15 minutes on this.
White's central pawn duo give
her a clear plus, but if Black
doesn't blunder then at some
point White will have to turn that
positional pressure into a tactical
sequence that either creates a

passed pawn (possibly winning
an exchange) or gives up a
pawn for a kingside attack. In the
game, White consistently refuses
to "pull the trigger" and Black
keeps hanging around...

20.2f5! giving up one half of

the beautiful central pawn duo

is a difficult move to make, but

it is tactically justified: 20...2xe4
21.8xed Hxed 22.d50 EA7 (22...
f6 23.d6+-; 22...%d6 23.9)xg7
Wg5 24.\h5!+-) 23.Wd4 &6
24.0xg7 Dxd5 25.h5 16
26.Wc4!+-,

20...2ce7
20...8d7 21.e5 §\d5 22.Hed+.

%/%f%{%x

///

% %&/ Ny
oW B

»
W W AN
-5 | /%&%ﬁ

/////////////

-t N w BN (&) (o)) ~ (0]
N =X \\ \

21.d5?!

Again, too timid!

21.8xf6! "Is just part of chess
culture", is what | imagine
Kasparov saying, meaning: you
play this move automatically,
and calculate the variations
afterward.

After the exchange sac
Black just gets killed on the dark
squares: 21...gxf6 22.%f3 8d7
(22...8e6 23.8f1! aiming for &\h5
or Nf5.) 23.0h5 Bd6 24.8f1 b5
25.d5 Wb6+ 26.¢bh1+- the only
white piece not attacking 6 is
her &h1.

21...0g4

21...9\xed4 22.5)\f500+:;
21...D\d7 22.5\5 Exed 23.Bxed
(23.%¢3? f65) 23...Hxed

24.d6! (24.8xg7+) 24...5)df8?
25.9h6+!+-.

WX b
% % Mt@x

ANwhgmﬂm

. \\
\\
\

a b ¢ d

22.h3

60
022.9\f5! BExed 23.82xed Exed
24.d6! puts the d—pawn on a
safe square, blocks the diagonal
to h2, and gets closer to
promotion. White now threatens
both Wf3 and taking on g7, for
example (24.%xg7?? Wc7 25.93
Wc5+-+) 24...a57 just a random
move to demonstrate a threat
(...Wd7 is worse, since then
Wif3 also eyes a8) 25.Wf3 &f4
(25...We8 26.d7+-) 26.)e7+!+-,

22...5\4e5 23.55 Ed7
24 ¥g3 6! 25.8c1t

WE o

8
7
6
W S R,
3
2
1

,,,,,

////////

25...2h8

25...b5!7? is a try, hoping for

...\ c4, but White stays in charge
after 26.2c5! &\c4 27.8xb5

#xb2 28.8xb2 and White is up

a protected passed pawn, since
28...8xe4?? 29.8b8+-.
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26.a4 b5 27.axb5 b6+
28.2d4 ¥xb5 29.82¢c3 h5?
30.EBfc1 We2

/// /z%/
x/ ”//E/ &

////// A////,/

- N W A OO0 O N ©

// //

a b c¢c d e f g h

Finally, a threat! White has
something to worry about
(...%xe4)....

31.8xe5?

... and White used 2 of her
remaining 9 minutes on this
overreaction! Trading the & for a

redundant & makes Black's task
easier. 0n31.2e3 and £d4.

31...5xe50 32.8Ec7 Eed8
32...8Bxc7 33.8xc7 g50 34.We3
Wxe3+ 35.5xe3 Ha8 36.d6 £d8
37.5f5 a5 Black should draw.

33.We3 Hxe3+ 34.)xe3
g8 35.2f5 f8
035...96 36.4d4 Exc7 37.8xc7

Ba8 38.4)e6 a5 (38...0)f7!?)
39.d6 Zabl=.

36.2d4

Both players under 2 minutes.

36...2xc7 37.Bxc7
ey 77
// /

e S e SN /4 /SN s

. //éé( %
. #Ba

7 B B )
////

////

- N W A~ 00O N o

abcdefgh

37...2d7!

Qiyu now ahead on the clock.
37...2a8 is too slow with the &
on f8. 38.Ne6++-,

38.2c8+ ¢f7

38...che7 39.5\f5+ Bf7 40.8h8 a5
41.8a8 g6 42.5)d4 Hicd 43.8c8
(43.52f2 f51=) 43...5)d6.

39.20e6 a5 40.2a8 HNc4
Avoiding a time—control blunder:
40...9c6?? 41.dxc6 2d1+ 42.5f2
chxe6 43.c7+-.

Time control made by both
players, who now had an extra
30 min (+30s/move) to complete
the game.

41.%f2

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

a b ¢ d

41...96

Black spent 20 minutes on

this. She had a very interesting
alternative in ...f5. It's a pawn sac
that gives Black enough activity
or targets no matter which way
White takes. | expect White might
have burnt most of her remaining
time trying to figure out how

to keep an advantage in the
resulting endgames.

41...f5!7 42.exf5 BExd5 (42...h4!
Stockfish =) 43.g4 hxg4 44.hxg4
chf6 45.%293 (45.5f3 g5 46.fxg6
Hd3+=) 45...95 46.fxg6 2d3+0

61

47 .<eh4 Heb0= N48.97?? Dgb+
49.¢bh5 Bh3#;

41...f5!? 42 .28+ be7 43.8xf5
a4 deflecting the white & makes
Black's a—pawn dangerous
enough to draw. For example:
44.2g5 a3 45.8xg7+ £d6
46.8xd7+ xd7 47.8c5+ &2d6
48.7\b3 a2 49.g4 (49.%f3277?
Nd2+-+) 49...hxg4 50.hxg4 Hd2
51.Ha1 Dxed+=.

42.2ab f5

42...2d6! 43.Ba7+ e8 44.5\g7+
(44.2g7 Bb6! 45.8xg6 a4
46.Exf6 e7 47.2h6 (47.8f8?
Bxe6%) 47...a3 48.2h7+ ©d6

49.2a7 eb=)
44...5d8=. S

43.exf5 gxf5
44.5\f4 ha
45.2h6 a4
46.2xh4 a3
47 .Bh7+ e8
48.2h8+ the?
49.2a8 Bb7=
50.%e2 Eb5
51.2d3

ElbE
WOMEN 'S
WORLD CHESS
CHAMPIONSHIP 2007
Tehcan - Iran, Feb 10 - Mar 4
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8 8 T wmemmemes how g

! 7%/ / / M 7/ g7 58.93 Bh2 59.cbf4 Bf2+= on4g£<l)7nma, Natalija

6 6 / /%@/// 60.2g5 &h7 61.Ea7+ g8 (C8 4 )

5 5| 62.82g6 f8= would be a drawn

4 4 // /% ;/g/' but ulcer-inducing line. %Mo/zcgglzgﬂ Tehran (1.2),

/ ,,,,, 02.
i Z // % 8 % 56.94 fxg4 57.8xgd+ sohs  Notes by John Upper
7 @ 58.8a4 Bb2+ e
! 1 % /% Gives White a chance to lose by 1.e4 e%Z. f3 Dc6 3.2b5 ab
© ¢ going to the back rank. 4.4 216 5.0-0
-ach playerhad only 2 minutes ?ﬁgg%n%?est_ 59.c5d3 Bh2 60.c2¢3 Hxh4 o[BS W g /E/
61.Bxa3 7/1;&1/1/@
51...Bxd5= It doesn't lose, but there's no 6| & /m// /
...and Qiyu went down to 32 point freeing the white & just to V22 5 / / /K/ /
seconds before capturing here. get your own pawn to a2 when il & / / a /
Black's difficulty is that ...82a5 3 / / /@%
and ... a5 are both plausible HWam Ra
(though insufficient) winning 2 8/// - 8 //// /////
attempts. 1 /{/@/ %f/ E
b ¢

52.5%a4 Exd3 53.BExc4

5...b5
53.¢xd3?? Hb2+-+.

We transpose to the following
elite game at move 16, but
in Zhou—-Pogonina White is a
tempo up: 5...2e7 6.2e1 b5
7.2b3 0-0 8.h3 £b7 9.d3 d6
Ny _— 10.a3 Ha5 11.&a2 c5 12.2bd2

Ready to start game 2 Ve o DSl 0c6 13.5f1 £c8 14.c3 Leb

' < S L 15.2xe6 fxeb 16.4g3 Nd7
17.£2e3 d5 18.exd5 exd5 19.a4
Eb8 20.axb5 axb5 21.b3 2a8

53...2b3 54.2a4 &f6 55.h4

Chess Canada
Gnome
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Y2-Y> Kasparov (2804)-Topalov
(2757) Linares, 2005.

6.2b3 £b7 7.d3 £e7 8.2c3
0-0 9.2e1 d6 10.a3

///// Y.,

gg%g%@%

2
AA O RAK

////////////////
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10...2b8

10...9a5!? could lead to the
Kasparov-Topalov game
(above).

10...¥d7 11.9e2 Hd8 12.4g3:
12...c5!?N;
12...5e6 13.2a2 &fe8 14.4)g5
d5 15.9xe6 ¥xe6= (0-1, 40)
Caruana,F (2808)—-Carlsen,M
(2853) Saint Louis, 2015.

12... g6 13.c3 ¢c5 14.£2a2

?eb 15.b4 Eac8 16.bxch

Axch 17.£h6 Efe8 18.d4 Heb
19.20g5? (019.8c1=) 19...9xg5
(19...8xc3?? 20.9xe6 fxeb

21.dxe5 dxe5 22.Wixd7 Dxd7
23.8xeb6++-) 20.£xg5 Exc3
21.9e2 HBc7 22.0g3 Wig4
23.Wd2? H\xe4 -+ 24.Wa5
(24.Dxed £xed4 25.f3 £xg5-+)
24...%xg3-+ 25.hxg3 Hec8
26.2xe7 Bxe7 27.dxe5 dxe5
Black is up two pawns and won
easily. 28.2ad1 ¢g7 29.%b6
h5 30.%d6 Hce8 31.8c1 Wd4
32.Wb4 Wxb4 33.axb4 2d8
34.8c5 8d2 35.2b3 &d4 0-1
Wei,Y (2706)-Zhou,J (2635)
Shenzhen, 2016.

11.De2

Both sides has played quickly up
to here, possibly because they
were following the this Pogonina
game from the previous year's
Russian Women's Team
Championship:

11.a4 b4 12.9e2 Hbd7 13.2g3
&ch 14.2c4 Be8 15.a5 Eb8
16.c3 bxc3 17.bxc3 £f8 (17...
d5 18.exd5 &xd5 19.9xeb5
&xc4=) 18.2a3 Heb 19.Wd2 &c6
20.d4 exd4 21.cxd4 d5 22.82xf8
Exf8 23.2xab dxe4 24.5e5
£a8 25.2ad1 Wd6?! 26.%c4

g6 27.Wh6 We7 28.f4? (028.
h3; ©028.a6) 28...exf3 29.gxf3
(29.5\xg67? f2+1-+) 29.. E\d5

30.2e4 Bb2 31.2xd5 £xd5
32.)d7?? &xed-+ 33.2)xf8
Wg5+?7? (33...4g500-+) 34.Wxg5
P xg5 35.fxed= HHf3+ 36.51
Hxh2+ 37.82g1 Hf3+ 38.%f1
Hh2+ 39.¢bg1 D3+ 40.Hf1
Nh2+ 41.291 D3+ Va-Vs
Shuvalova,P (2320)-Pogonina,N
(2490) Sochi, 2016.

11...c5 12.5g3 Nc6 13.¢c3

£c8 14.h3 £e6 15.2xe6
fxeb

z% % %@%

// @;/
% f/éé @@ﬁ/é

&
& k
\

This is the same position as
Kasparov—-Topalov (note to
move 5), but there it was Black
to move. The difference is that
Topalov played ...»a5, and
White saved his £ with £a2,
which cost him a tempo when he
then exchanged with £x£e6.

63

16.b4!

16.d4 exd4 17.cxd4 e5 18.d5
Ad4 19.9xd4 cxd4 20.£d2
Bc8=21.8c1 (21.2f5 Bf7 then
..218.) 21..Wd7 (Y%-Y%, 76)
Kallio,H (2502)- Vajda,L (2539)
Budapest, 2002.

16...%d7 17.%b3 Eab8

/ ////// ///%g é//é ////// % 3
i /
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Qiyu had been playing almost
instantly up to here, and now had
94 minutes on the clock (4 more
than she started with), while
Black was down to 65. However,
a series of long thinks on each of
her next three moves gave back
most of that time advantage...

18.2e3 Efe8 19.2eb1 £f8
20.a4 cxb4
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After this, times were now 49m v
43m.

21.axb5 axb5 22.cxb4 d5
23.BEc1 d4

23...00xb4? 24 .5 xe5 Wd6 25.5)f3
threatening forks with €5 and
£c5. 25...4d7 26.2a5% with
pressure on the b—pawn.

8

6

5

Wl & W/
| %y/g%ﬂ®égé
| 7 7 ﬁ%/
Mﬁ? /ﬁ/ ///
a b ¢ g h

24.£d2

Not bad, but White had better:
24 2ab!:

a) 24...dxe3 25.8cxc6+;

b) 24...2xb4? 25.9xe500 We7
26.0f50+- Wb7 27 .Exe6+-

c) 24... Zec8 25.2d2 threatening
Ecxcb then Hxebs. 25...We8
(25...%2h8 26.Hcxc6 Exc6
27.Nxe5 Bxab] 28.)\xd7 Hxd7
29.9e2+ Materially, Black is
ahead with 22 v ¥, but Black's
central pawns are vulnerable.)
26.4g5! Nd8 27.8xc8 Exc8
28.f4! (28.)xe6? xeb
29.¥xe6+ Wxeb6 30.8xe6 Hc22;
28.90\f51?) 28...exf4 29.59e2!+
and with the pawns broken up,
White's @s run riot.

24.. .Za8!%
Preventing Za6 as in the note
above.

25.7g5 Bxa1 26.2xa1 h6
27.0f3 Wb7

8 % /E///

: / /m ////// |
A / //
4
3

/@/”/%%g ////
o

ﬁé% ////// %@

a

The big island of pawns in the
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center keeps White's £ inactive
and leaves few good squares
for any of the &s. The isolated
pawns on €6 and b4 are the
natural targets, but both can be
sufficiently defended. Maybe
White should consider moving
her g3 to g4: £ g3-f1-h2-g4.
Black could kick it away with
...h5, but that weakens gb. It's
a slow maneuver, but this is

a nearly closed position, so
everything is slow.

28.2e2 Nd7 29.5e1 £d6
30.2c2 Df8 31.Wa2 Bb8

,,,,,,,,,,,,
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V Z
%%%W%%AW
Jaeal s
/%%Z%%%@ .’
c@@@%@/
PP
Wondnaa
"B B B
a b c¢c d e f g h
32.f47?!
This undoubles Black's e—pawns
and gives her an outpost on e5.
If Black puts a & on e5 then her
d4-pawn could be weak; though
it is not vulnerable now because
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of the pin on b6-g1 diagonal. It

doesn't give Black an advantage,

but it looks like an unwise
attempt at activity, when the
position would be slightly better
(and unloseable) with queenside

_manoeuvring.

32.6\c1 We7 33.Wa3 b7
& 34.Wa6 H\b8 White's not making

any progress, but hasn't given

Black anything to hope for either.

32...exf4 33.2xf4
33.0cxd47?? Wh6-+.

33...%e7 34.%a6 Wc7
35.5e2 ¥d7 36.%a2 ©h7
37.%b2 &c7

E 7 /4
////// ///

§/77
e
o

//////
a b c¢c d e f g h

\\X
\ \

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

Black threatens ...\ g6 then
...}'7d6 with strong control of the
dark squares.

38.2f4 Bd8 39.8f1 H\g6
40.82xc7 ¥ixc73 41.5Ha3
We7 42.2xb5 Nge>5!

42...e5! gets the pawn back
immediately: 43.%9a3 (43.82a1
Nxb4 44.8a7? Wic5-+ Black

wins a piece.) 43...20xb4 44.¥d2
(44.9¢1? &f45) 44... 2a8 45.9\c4
Ha2 46.%d13.

43.2f4 Eb8

%@/ a

TN
//@

oA
,,,,, % %é/

W/Ai@fi

g

—‘I\)OO-bO‘IO)\IGJ

44.)a3?

44 .5 xd4 Wa7 (44...8xb4?
45.90xc6 Dxc6 46.Wc3z)
45.5fxe6 Exb4 (45...2e8

46. 912+ (46.b5!+-) 46...5)xd3?
47 W5+ g6 48.0)f8++-)
46.Wc30 Hxd4 47.Wxb4 Hxeb+
(47...2)df3+!? is exciting, for

a few moves: 48.2h1 Hxd30
49.9\f8+ ©h8 50.5H g6+
¢h70 51.0f8+0=) 48.2h1

Nxd3 49.%d6= possibly more fun
to play as Black, but objectively
equal.

44...Exb4 45.%c2 Eb7
46.2b1?

046.9c4= Dbl 47 Wd2 Hxcs
48.dxc4 the pawn on d4 looks
more dangerous than it is:
48...Wg5 (48...e5 49.)d5=)
49.e5= or 49.%d1=.

46...5\bA15 47.%1f2 Wd6
48 ¥ig3 Bf7 49.5\d2 g5'F

///
/

8

7

6 /

5/ / ,,,,,, // ////
4 é @3

3

2

1

%b%d%ggh
c e g

a

50.2h57!

After this, times were: 1 min vs 4
min; but even with an hour, White
could spend the time only hoping
for a miracle. 50.%e2 Exf1+
51.9xf1 &bxd37.
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50...Bxf1+ 51.2xf1 Hbxd3-
+ 52.h4 We7 53.hxg5 ¥xg5
54.¥xg5 hxg5

o[
, %//%//{//
: ”// / i
) / x &/ _
, /a8

%,/ i /;/
_ N

abcdefgh

White's only hope is to trade her
&\ s for Black's pawns, but there's
no realistic way that can happen.

55.2d2
55.5\f6+ g6 56.20e8 Hca-+ is
no better.

55.. @ 6 56.2g3 Hf4

57. ®f1 g4 58. @92 Ne3+
59.¢hf2 @er 60.cbxe2
Nxg2 61.0f3 Hfa+ 62.2d2
d3 63 De5+ h5 64.50e3 g4
65.0c4
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7 77 7 On her way back from Tehran EA W 7 7 11...b5
8 ! 8 L\ = 7 s .
d %% %’%/%7/ % Qiyu visited England, and had . /‘// //// /;/6(5///;1 11...2c8 is more common, and
%%/ %/// (y/ %%/ time to p|ay in a chess tourna- (% %//‘/ég.%//@/ better—scoring, e.g. 12.4)d5
° %% %// @/ ment in Blackpool, which she ° %7% M% i #xd5 13.exd5 £\b6 14.h4 Wc7
5 %/ ) /%;@ won. Here is one game. ), "% ', 15.c3 Dbxd5 16.£d2 (16.8xd5?
1N Y Y FY s\ 7 T8 ) We6 17.%f5 g6L1 18.Exd60]
3| //%‘j///; %% Zhou, Qiyu (2287) 3 %@@/ /j{/@//%é gxf5%) 16...2b6 17.95 %fd71
1 // % W (2069) 1 zz ///// ///// ’7/////3’% il 54) Kamsky,G (2732)-Gelfand,B
% % b0 = °r (2733) Kazan, 2011.
g a b ¢ d e f g h
65...93 66. i?f3 g2 67. @fz Srackpoo! (C_s’}ejszco‘;”’;%rfgce A system that's been tried a 12.¥g2 b4 13.5d5 2xd5
@95 68.2\d2 g4 69.2f3 Notespb John Uoper couple of times by Shirov, Ni Hua  14.exd5 a5 15.f4 a4 16.2d2
g1+ Y PP and others. b3!?
Deflection sac to promote the 1
‘u .e4 ¢5 2.5f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 7
d-pawn. 4.5xd4 5)6 5.5¢3 a6 9...2bd7 N N 8 E%/ ‘g// B
@ By 6.Le3e57.0b3 be68.n3r7 OO I0eCE DA ILINS 7 MEAA
fe7 9.W3 193 wins €5 or of & A &
12...2f67? 13.0-0-0 will win the " ?///// Y
£d5 with c2-c4 or £e3-f3: 13...b5 Vi > _ } /*/ . >
L — 14.262 e4 15.3+-. 4| & %% %M ///// %/8 _
m 3 %%/ %/ ) //,,/ > //% %g
u 10.g4 h6 11.0-0-0 2| & %é////[ﬁ//%f
W &8 & H
SE/ @@%///// a ’ g n
3
m ; //} /Qg. ﬁ/‘@ﬁﬂ Not the only move, but
////// w thematically sac—-ing a pawn to
m 5 /% // K/ / open lines at the White .
D e @/@@?é 17.axb3
3 NN o .ax
= » fg//g%/% ///// ?/ %/ //- 17.cxb3? axb3 and White
N - 4@ g% /CQ/ E can't close the queenside with
0 % = e% : / 18.a3?7? Wc7+ 19.9c4 Had¥
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20.We2 exf4 21.2d4 (21.8xf4
PNb6-+) 21...0-0 threatening &c8,
and here 22.Wxe7 Ze8-+ traps
the W before going back to the
attack.

17...axb3 18.2xb3 exf4

"j 19.2xf4 0-0 20.2d3 HNc5
£20...Wb673 is the computer's
¢ choice.

21.9xce500

///
% % @go

///////

// @g//// A
. //%// oy
/ %E/ @%

///// T

- N OO &~ (J'I o N o
N

21...Ea1+?

This does force White's ¢ to the
center, but because Black has
to spend a tempo recapturing
on c5, checking on a1 has the
effect of trading Black's well-
developed Za8 for White's
undeveloped &h1.

After 21...dxc5! Black may

have been worried about 22.d6
which looks like it wins the
fe7, since 22...2xd6 23.2xd6
Wxd6? 24.2h7++- wins the ¥
for White. But Black has clear
improvements in this line.

First, 22...2xd6! 23.2xd6 Za1+
24 .¢hd2 Bxd1+ 25.¢oxd1 ¥xd6
When material is
equal, but White's
¢ is more exposed
than Black's.

But Black has even
better: 21...dxc5!
22.d6 c4!!:

23.8xc4 Hal+0
24.¢d2 &xd6
25.8xa1 &xf4+
26.e1 Be8+
27.82e2 (27.<0f1
Ned) 27...5e4d with
a winning check
coming from either
d2, or a5 or g3 or h4;

23.dxe7 Wxe7 White
is up a piece, but
has to give it back
immediately with
c2-c3 immediately or
will get destroyed by
...C3:

Blackpool silverware

24.8xc4 Hal+ 25.¢2d2 Wb4+-+
regains at least a piece with

a huge attack; 24.We2 Ha1+
25.%d2 ¥b4+ followed soon by
...Be8+ snagging the ¥; 24 .22
c3! 25.bxc3 Ded-+;

24.c3! cxd3 25.8xd3 Ne4!F.
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22.¢2d2 Bxd1+ 23.8xd1
Wa5+ 24.%e2 Wxc5

. Ew
7 =

4
/////// 2 e
Yz

% 7 e 7
4 Ao

o, g’/é v ////////
. BA

///////

8 A
/g/%g/ /

- N W A OO0 O N ©

White is up a pawn with the
£-pair, and although her & is in
the center, it is her opponent's &
that is in danger. White plays the
rest forcefully and accurately.

25.2e3! ¥h47?!

Of course not 25...Wxd57?7
26.£h7++-. 025...Wc7
coordinating with the kingside.

26.g5! hxgb 27.%xg5

And Black has to give up a
piece to avoid getting mated:
27 Wixg5 Wb7 (27...E2e8 28.Eg1
g6 29.8xg6 Dxd5 30.2h7++-)
28.2g1 »He8 and White has a
choice of wins, e.g. 29.Wh5 A\ f6
30.%h6 g6 31.£xg6.

1-0
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The 2016 Continental Women'’s
Chess Championship took place
in Colima, Mexico, November
6-12, 2016. It was a 9-round
event with the winner collect-
ing $5,000 US and qualifying for

the next stage of the Women’s
IWorld Championship (2016-18
4 cycle).

The tournament was won
by WGM Deysi Cori (Peru) who
started with 6.5/7 and had a
2600+ TPR, before giving quick
draws in the last two rounds to
cruise home with 7.5/9, a full 1.5
points ahead of second-place
finisher IM Carolina Lujan from
Argentina.

Canadian Champion FM
Qiyu Zhou played. She scored +3
=4 -2, including a draw with Lu-
jan in round 2, a loss to Cori in
round 4, and a final round loss to
the 3rd place finisher.

Chess Canada has two games:
Qiyu’s loss to the winner, and a
crazily complicated Lopez from
round 6 against WIM Ayelen

Martinez from Argentina.

Zhou, Qiyu (2312)
Cori, Deysi (2430)
B48

2016 Continental Colima (4),
08.11.2016

Notes by John Upper

1.e4 ¢c5 2.2f3 €6 3.d4 cxd4
4.)xd4 Hc6 5.5c3 ab
6.2e3 Wc7 7.%d2 b5

) %m%} ///@ 7
% i / § % %/
. a7

//@ & %/

—‘l\)(a)-hO‘lCD\lG)

a

8.a4?

8.0-0-0 Xf6 (8...2b7) 9.2f4
Wb6 10.2xc6 Wxc6 11.f3 £b7
12.£d3 b4 13.9e2 £c5 14.2b1
Wb6 15.g4 d5« (1-0, 37) Garcia
Pantoja,R (2456)-Cordova,E
(2610) Oaxtepec, 2016.;

8.2\ xc6 Wxc6 9.0-0-0 b7
10.f3 Ec8 11.g4 AY{3) 12.95 AHh5
13.2h3 £e7 14.294 g6 15.8xh52

(1-0, 34) Shirov,A (2695)-

Dubov,D (2629) Moscow, 2013.

8...b4= 9.2a2 /f6 10.f3

Eb8 11.2e2 He5 12.b37?!

N12.¢c3

////////

—_ N w N (6] [e)] ~ (00]
N

Q O, R
. IE
s\\\
N
\\\

7 %//
D /

NN
N\

12...d5% 13.0-0-0 dxe4

14.2f4 Hd5 15.82xe5 ¥xe5

16.fxed Hf6! 17.2f3 2e7

18.%2b1

A8 e

////////////

- N w BN (&) (0] ~ 00]
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\\\ &\& \&k N
NN
N
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18...2b7

Black can't be too unhappy about
giving up the b4-pawn, since

that will open both the b—file and
the a3 diagonal, but allowing the
f a2 back into the game gives
White her once chance...

18...0-0? 19.4)c6+;

18...Eb6! defends b4 and
c6, giving Black time to finish
developing.

19.2xb4! Ec8
19...0-0?? 20.2bc6.

MPEONATO CONT INENTAL;
FEHENIH__ O DE AJEDREZ I
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20.De27??
After this it is all one-way traffic,
with all Black's pieces attacking
the white &.

20.2\d5!! is spectacular, but

ultimately it just gives back a
I pawn to trade some pieces and
JHinish developing:

20...2\xe4 21.&2xed exd5?
22.215+;

20...exd5 21.exd5 &xd5 (21...0-
0 22.d6+% attacking both £s.)

22 .8he1 »edO (22...Wd6?
23.5)f5+-) 23.8xed &xed

24 N30 &xc2+ (24...Wf52?
25.8xe4+- and check on

d7; 24...8xc2?? 25.¥d7++-)
25.Wixc2=.

20...%c7 21.2d47?!
White was under 2 minutes, but
there are no good moves to be

found even with much more time.

21.2g3 &xb4? (21...a55)
22.Wxb4 Wxc2+ 23.¢ba1= Black
got the pawn back, but White
threatens 2c1 and &f5.;

21.e5 &xf3 22.gxf3 Wixe5+.

21...0-0-+ 22.e5

//////

A A

iy 3
AW %m@

& B /

a b ¢ d e

-t N w BN (&) (o)) ~ (o)
&
N N
N \ S
@ \
AN
\\\\\\
N
A\

Black has too many good
choices.

22...5e4

22...8xb4! 23 Wxb4 &xf3!
24.9xf3 (24.5\xf3 Vixc2+-+)
24.. 5\d5-+.

23.82xe4 &xed 24.5xa6?
Wh7!

Trapping the & while keeping
the &—-pair slicing across White's
porous queenside.

25.%e2 Exc2 26.29xc2
Wxb3+ 27.2c1 295+
28.82d2 ¥ixc2#

0-1

Martinez, Ayelen (2238)
Zhou, Qiyu (2312)

C95

2016 Continental Colima (6.3),
10.11.2016

Notes by Keith MacKinnon &
John Upper

The following game was first

published on the CFC Newsfeed:
http://chess.ca/newsfeed/node/913

1.e4 e5 2.5 f3 Hc6 3.2b5
a6 4.2a4 /6 5.0-0 Le7
6.2e1 b5 7.£b3 d6 8.¢3 0-0
9.h3 Hb8

ferrrrid /,,,, //////

A 24k

///////////////////

/// i P
i i & |

7

il K v

279 %%/

75 7 %
/c%f/é //%W/ %%
%8%

M/

- N W A OO O N @

/////////////////////

The Breyer Variation is a popular
choice nowadays. The basic idea
is to reroute the Knight to d7,
fianchetto with £b7, and then
use the c—pawn as needed to

69

contest the center. 9...5a5 is the
classical continuation.

10.d4

10.a4!? is a seldom-played
possibility, but it doesn't appear
to yield much 10...&b7 11.axb5
axb5 12.5xa8 £xa8 13.d3.

10...2bd7 11.2bd2 b7
12.2c2 Ee8 13.2f1 218
14.2g3 g6 15.a4

%g%m%;%;

t%”%

A % /&/é %

i Aar

7, =7
£a° &

e B8
B owH &

a b c¢c d e f g h

- N W A OO O N @

It's clear that both players were
booked up. So far, all of White's
moves are the most common in
the position.

15...c6

This is a solid way of playing the
position, but my feeling is that
White gets a small edge.




©
L=
©
—
©
O
),
7).
o
f—
&

15...c5 would be my first reaction
here — contesting the centre and
not minding a closed position
16.d5 c4! And an unclear
position with chances for both
sides emerges. 17.2g5 is scoring

best for White. It provokes ...h6
| before heading back to e3 17...
£h6 18.2e3 Wc7 recommended
¢ by GM Roiz, whose opinion is

based on this game: 19.%d2

h5 20.2a3 Hcb 21.2eal 297
22.Wc1 O fd7 23.axb5 axb5

24 .Exa8 Hxa8 25.2xa8+ £xa8
26.Wa1 &b7 (1/2-1/2, 47)
Kokarev,D (2611)—-Khismatullin,D
(2656) St. Petersburg, 2013.

16.295 £g7 17.¥d2
E/ ME/@

///////

i%t% dx/

8
7
6
5 *% /‘/ @ié
4
3
2

////////////

////////////////

7 7.
. / ﬁg./ %)
C

17...%c7
We're still in established opening
theory here, but | can't help but

feel that Black's play has been
a little too tentative. White has a
clear edge.

17..WeT:
18.b4 Hb6 19.£b3 bxas
20.&xa4 Hxad 21.8xad Web
22.2h6 £h8 23.2)g5 We7 24.f4
exf4 25.Wxf4 Hd5! 26.Wd2
f6 27.f3 A\b6 28.2aa1 Wf7
1/2-1/2 Kovalev,V (2557)-
Sargissian,G (2671) Minsk,
2014.
18.b3 Hac8 19.axb5 cxb5 20.d5
Bc7 21.2e3 Hec8 22.5e2
& c5=(1-0, 106) Hou,Y (2673)-
Kosintseva, T (2483) Beijing
(blitz), 2014.

18.2h6 £h8

18...)f8 19.b4 Heb 20.2b3
A7 21.8ad1 bxad 22.2xa4

ab 23.bxab Hxab 24.2b3 Ndf8
25.8xg7 ©xg7 26.9f1 1-0 (70)
Kosteniuk,A (2498)-Zhao,X
(2496) Moscow, 2011.

19.2f5!N

A strong novelty, putting Qiyu
under a lot of pressure. White's
advantage stems from more
active pieces and a space
advantage.

19.£b3 ¢5 20.5g5 c4 21.8c2
d5 22.dxe5 Dxe5 23.f4?! Heg4!
24.hxg4 H\xgd 25.65 (25.50xf7

70
Wh6+3) 25...00xn6 26.9)f3 Hgas
(1-0, 40) Polgar,d (2687)-Golod,
V (2599) Netanya, 20009.

19...2ad8 20.axb5 axb5
21.82a7

//////
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a b c¢c d e f g h

21...d5?

The first mistake of the game but
also a very serious one. Qiyu
understandably tries to untangle
her position somewhat by hitting
back in the centre. There is a

major tactical flaw, however.
021...9f8 or 21...b6.

22.%g5?

22.5\xeb! Nxe5 (22...dxed
23.Dxf71+- Wb6 (23...5xf7
24.8xb7 (24.2b3+ Nd5
25.8xb7+-) 24.. Wixb7 25.5)d6+)
24 .Bxb7 Wxb7 25.Wg5 and Black
cannot survive.) 23.dxe5

North American Continental pix: Penny Yu
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Analysis Diagram 23.8b3 Wxd6 29.2xg6 Wxf4 30.De7#) The right idea — limiting the b3
28.20xg6!! Nxf4 (28...hxg6 Bishop's scope.
8f  HHEH <ot 8 % 29.0e7+ Wixe7 30.%Wxb8++-)
dn /@; / i /% * 7/22‘2/?@%///%///* 29.9\fe7+ Wixe7 30.DxeT#. 25.094
sl 7 /*/// % ‘ ///// I s Ay/ /’% /%’// 25.%h4! f6 (25...5a8 26.5xa8
7 > %% Ny = 6 v %///‘ %%/// ///// ‘/@" 24.)xe5 £xa8 27.8xe4+- White is up
si & %/‘ /?@ sp & % ) %‘/’@i@? 24 .2xf7+! also keeps a big material, her pieces are better,
7 WA 7, %7 U .
4 /% /%,/é 7, 4 % / %&éi % advantage 24...&xf7 (24...¥ixf7 and her attack continues.)
3l (g{ . A 3) &5 8 A 25.0xeb Bxeb 26.dxe5 Dbd5+-)  26.0xg6! hxgb 27.&f4 All of
5 ;/é Sy A s 0 ;/8//4 ///// % ;/Z &7 25.5\xe5+: Wr:_li:te'sI piﬁlces'arﬁ c?ordinated
1 8 &% | W = perfectly. Here's the line my
% = / - %é/é - & 1% % £ & a) 25...56g8 26.9xg6+-; Komodo engine gives: 27...%c8
g h c d e f g h
28.5\h6+ bfg 29.6\g4 £g7
a) 23...8xeb 24.2f4+-; 23...@b6? b) 25...Bxe5 26.dxe5 gxf5 30.£h6 Hd7 31.8xg7+ dxg?
m 23...Eb8 is a hard move to (26...0)fd5 27.8xb7+-) 27 .exf6 32.Wh6+ &f7 33.Wh7+ cheb
b) 23...¥b8 24.exf6 Wxa7 play — but necessary to defend 8xf6 28.Wxf5+-; 34.¥xg6 £d6 35.0h6+-.
3 25.9e7+ Exe7 26.fxe7 Be8 against £xf7+ and Exb7 followed
27.£95! (27.exd5 cxd5 should by £d6+ ideas. After 23...2b8 c) 25...be6 26.4)g3+- and Black  25...%b8 26.2ea1 Hc4
m also win.) 27...Wc5 (27...f6? 24 .Exe4! Black has a choice of is in big trouble with her King so
= 28.2e3 Wa2 29.4c5+- and the evils: exposed. 8| AN H M
e7 pawn is a monster.) 28.e5! Yy = / ///////
m A neat move aiming for £f6; a) 24... c5 25.dxe5+. 24...5fd5 5 z%%//// A //*
just compare the activity of the 7 7, 7, / 5
Bishops. b) 24...5)xe4? 25 WeT! is o), BE @@ s, &4 A HY
(& idest positon I NEeWw & 4 4 mnk o
the wildest position I've seen /////¢/ %% %w/ %/ /// %/
& C) 23...dxe4 24.%d6+- 8xe5 in a while! Black's getting 6 % F //// //% 2 ég 3 /g//éé /// //% £
m 25.8xb7 ¥xd6 26.%xd6 Exd6 checkmated in a few more 5| & AAL\H\W 2 /g// n»m oy
. ) : 1y TAvAl - B - . 1%
27.£f4! is an important final moves. Ad 7 //&///‘ % % iy " % V27
nuance, but 27.2xe4 is strong as %y %/ W s b o 0 o T g h
a ° well — taking advantage of back C) 24...)c5? almost works, 3 %/;%/? %%y/ %///8
= rank problems. but the computer shows a very 2| %Y %/ //&é/%// 27.%h4
: pretty line: 25.8xe5 (25.dxc5? 1 / / %ﬁ? b 27.%)fe3! Ddxe3 (27...2cxe3
22...dxe4! #xe43) 25...2xb3 26.Wf4!! Exeb e f g h 28.fxe3 Bd6 29.2xd5 cxd5
0 And Qiyu is right back in it 27.5\xe5 H\d5 (27...Ec8 28.5)d6 30.%h4+- threatening £f4.)
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28.fxe3+- (28.2)xe3+-) 28...

f5 opening the 7th to defend
g7. 29.%f6+ £xf6 30.Wxf6 &d7
31.81a4!! a preposterous but
effective way to force open the
a2-diagonal. 31...8f7 32.%h4

bxa4 33.2xc4 Wxa7 34.Wf6 #2.

}27...§67
§ 27..8d7+.

28.0fe3 Hcxe3 29.2xf6+7?7?
Playing for mate, but any of the
three recaptures on €3 leaves
White with a winning advantage.

29...8xf6 30.¥xf6 Hf50]

///////

///////
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Defending the mate on g7,
saving the hanging piece on
e3, and threatening to chop the
attacker of h6. White resigned.

It is always shocking when your
opponent comes back with

a move you had overlooked
(30... ©f5), but it's necessary
to compose yourself and try to
find the best move. If we take
stock, White is down a piece for
a pawn, but the exposed Black
King and the terrible £b7 give
White big compensation.

In fact, White can save the
game with 31.£f4!=. Now Black
to try for the win with 31...%c8
32.2e5 Hxeb5~ 33.dxe5 £f8
34.2xd5+ cxd5 35.Wb6 &f70
(35...806 36.2c7+-) 36.50h2
major prophylaxis against ...d4
and ...e3 followed by ...Wc2.
Instead, Qiyu would do best to
go for the draw after ...Wxf4:
31...Wxf4 32.8xb7 &f8 33.2xd5+
cxd5 34.We6+ h8 35.2aa7
Wc1+= with a repetition.

0-1

World Cadet

The 2016 World Cadet Chess
Championship was held October
19-30, 2016 Batumi, Georgia.
The World Cadet Chess
Championship is the younger

half of what used to be the World
Youth Chess Championship. 722
players from around the world
competed in one of six 11-round
Swiss tournaments to decide
World Champions in six sections:
both Open and Girls in three age
groups U8, U10, U12.

Overall, India won the
most medals, with 1 silver and
3 bronze. The US had two gold
and one silver, and Russia won
two gold and one bronze.

15 Canadians played. Go-
ing into the final round, two were
in medal contention. Nameer ls-
sani (U10) had 7.5/10, and a win
would have put him in a multi-
way tie for 2nd, though poor tie-
breaks after a round 2 loss would
probably have kept him off the
podium. Instead, he drew and
finished =5th-9th (9th on TB).

Anthony Atanasov also
had 7.5/10 going into the last
round, but had been playing on
top boards after his 5.5/6 start
and so had the second-best tie
breaks in the U8 section. He also
drew his last-round game —
pushing for 130 moves! — to fin-
ish 2 a point off the podiumin a
tie for 5th-9th (5th on TB).
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Atanasov, Anthony
(1546)

Ansat, Aldiyar (1791)
A43

WCCC U8 (4), 22.10.2016
Notes by John Upper

Black equalizes easily after a
bland opening by White, but the
game produces an interesting
middlegame material imbalance
— BAA vs 28 — which White
handles better than Black.

1.d4 56 2.3 c5 3.d5 e6
4.5c3

4.c4 going into a Benoni is
normal, though White should
be prepared for a Blumenfeld
gambit with 4...b5

4...exd5 5.2xd5 Hxd5
6.%xd5 fe7

zmg@@% E

/57/7 24321213
////// // / A/,,,//
"

7

4%%¢z¢%%;%% 3
%/ %/ J

%/ %/ %@//%///
ABA AAAL

—*l\)w-b(ﬂm\lm
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7.e3

After this Black should be at
least equal on all lines as he can
play ...d5 with more space. More

testing moves are:
7.2f4! %c6 8.0-0-0 0-0

: 9.£d6 (1-0, 29) Landa,K (2638)-
| Simacek,P (2485) Czechia,
£2013.

7.e4! 0-0 8.2e2 d6 9.0-0
& c6 10.c3 £e6 11.Wh5 h6
12.8d1£ (1-0, 36) Karpov,A
(2740)-Topalov,V (2640) Dos
Hermanas, 1994.

7...0-0 8.2e2 £ c6 9.0-0
N\b4

9...d6 preparing ...£e6 is another
way to prepare ...d5, though
White can change course and
play 10.e4.

10.%d1 d5=

/////////////

2 _sW Hd
d f

/////////////
e

8
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6
7
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11.c3
At some point White will want to

break out his DSB with c4 or e4,

and could do so now. 11.c4=.

11...2¢c6 12.%c2 2e6
13.82d1 a5

I’'m not sure what this is
supposed to do. 13...2c8 looks
more natural.

14.2d3 g6 15.e4
z/ W E e

&1 &

///////

m/ oy
A //x// /%

////// /% / . / /

7 // 757
@% Z{/ ﬁ@ @/

a b ¢c d e f g h

15...d4!
15...dxe4 16.2xe4 Wc7 17.2h6%
or 17.2)g5%.

—‘I\)OO-bO‘IO)\IGJ

16.2h6 c4!

16...2e8 17.cxd4 cxd4 18.2b5%
White has pressure on Black’s
d-pawn.

17.82xc4

17.2xf8 cxd3 18.%xd3 £xf8
19.9xd4 Hxd4 20.cxd4 Wb6F
White’s center looks nice, but it's
not going anywhere.

17...8xc4 18.cxd4 2a6

0 ——

/2%7 //// 7 .
i fw?}%%
t A 13

8

7

R-¥ 1] W Py
%@4%/%2%
1 -
3

2

1

Y 5y
J /% "y
ABW  BAK

£ g &

a g

White would like to keep his d4-
e4 center as long as possible,
but he’s going to be forced to
advance the d—pawn soon, and
doing so now is an improvement,
kicking away the & when it
doesn’t have a good choice of
squares.

19.2xf8
N019.d5!:

a) 19...5b8 20.d6 &f6 21.2xf8
Wxf8 22.e5 &g7+;

b) 19...8e8 saves the X but loses

73
the game 20.dxc6 Wc7 21.%c3!
threatens mate and defends the
W to unpin the c6-pawn, 21...2f8
22.8xf8 Bxf8 23.cxb7 with two
extra pawns;

c) 19...5b4 20.Wb3 £e2« makes
an escape square on a6 for the
&, (20...2e8 21.a3 a4 22.Wc3+
with a mate threat and attack on
the Db4 (22.Wxa4? Lc4-+ traps
the ¥.)) 21.2xf8 £xf8 22.2d2«
and at least Black has to give up
the & pair.

19...2xf8 20.a3

20.d5 doesn’t transpose to the
previous note because after
20...2b4 21.Wb3 a4! 22.Wc3
now that the £h6 has taken

the exchange on 8 there is

no mate threat on g7, so after
(22.%xa4?? £c4 as above,
White’s ¥ is trapped.) 22...Ec8!F
Black either forks an exchange
or gets his & to c2 with an attack
on f2 and an Octopus landing on
d3.

20...297 21.%d2 ¥d6 22.d5
fe5 23.9)xe5 £xe5%
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the pawns unless
forced to, and
delaying their
advance leaves
Black unsure of
which diagonals to
attack.

Anthony Atanasov W

7
= 7 e
% i /// % i /%} 24...2e8!
/‘ The automatic 24...2c8? is a
///////////// / mistake, since Black should not
// £ / / want to trade off one of White’s
% / redundant Es.

///////

— N 00 A O (o)) ~ (o]
S
g i\\'\'\lﬂe

% U N _
zz ///// /z / ////// @ ///// 25.BEe1 E2f8 26@(:2 WfG 34h4@g4$ the
= 27.2ab1 ¥f4 following shows
2 27...h5!? aiming for ...h4 one of Black’s
Diagonals vs Files then ...¥f4 is another way to attacking chances:
For the £—pair White has EAA harness the &s for attack. 35.8bc1 Wh3+

36.g1 £g4
37.8c57 £d41-+,

and one of those pawns is a
protected passer. But White’'s 8s  28.93 ¥h6 29.¢tg2 ¥g5

are not active now since there’s 30.b4 axb4 31.axb4 -
only one open file (which Black 34...2e8
has covered) and not likely to 8 = 8 35.Ebc1 ﬁ.g7 36.%f3
. . . 7

be active anytime soon, since d ¥ / % Y /% 7
the only way to open another file 6 / // % ‘ % 8
is to expose his & by pushing s{/ / 8///// %Z 5 6 d g
his kingside pawns. OTQH, . ) / //8// "y, 5 sl v w8
Black’s &’s are both active since %[ 3 ) _ » 4 .
there are open diagonals. Not 3-// // o i 3
ETrpEsingly, computers prefer 2 ///@%//////?%// , :

ack. 1 AE/ = 2. 1 ,
24.h3 e T g h a b c d e f g n 1
Either pawn move has its 31...b57! _ 34.2h1!
disadvantages, since it restricts 031...8p5 32.8c5 £d73 and White plays safe!
one £ while giving squares to the  ---£¢8 will protect the b7-pawn 36---@;’95 |
other; but | prefer 24.g3 which while attacking the kingside. 34.94 Wh4 354 is tempting, Black is hoping for an attack

32.%c1 ¥h5 33.%e3 2c8 nothing wrong with the ¥ trade,
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36...Wxf3+ 37.xf3 f5 38.2he1
fxed+ 39.Bxed Hig+ 40.2f4
(40.55g2 £b77%) 40...2d83.

37.Ehe1 &b77?!
37...f57? 38.exf5 Wixe1 39.8xel

Fixe 40.f6+-;
| Better is 37...2d7, protecting b5.

/' 38.Wd3 Bf8

38...f5! 39.Wixb5 He7.

39.%xb5 £c8 40.¥d3 ¥d6
41.b5 f5

///////////

- I\J\ w £ < ()] N
R\\ \Q\\
t \\' D3°\\: \
\
\&

Black gets his break in, but it's
a different story with White’s
passed b—pawn and access
along the c—file.

42.2c6!
42.e5! &xe5 43.82c6 Wb8 44.d6+-

42...We5 43.%c4 2d7
EY

- N W A 00O N

C

44.b67?

White tries to keep his kingside
pawns in their defensive lineup,
but here he misses his chance to
shut out Black’s &s for good:

44 4! ¥d4 (44.. b2+ 45.8e2+-)
45.Wxd4 £xd4 46.e5!+- Black
has no attack and White’s pawns
will roll.

44...fxe4?!

44...f4! threatening ...fxg3 then
..."h5, when g3-g4 loses to
....2xg4. 45.94 Wg5!> and Black
has dangerous threats with
...8&xg4, or ...f3+ then ...¥h4.

45.Exed W5 46.5f4 Wxh3+
47.seg1 Ra8! 48.¥f1 0+

»

2016 Saint Louis

AUTUMN

INVITATIONAL

z/ .
. //2./ ////// 7
ggg%/x/
// "

,,,,,,

.. A
% Py

% z?//%%?
a

48...%h57?
048.. . Wixf1+ 49.&xf1 2b8
50.2b4+.

- N W A OO0 OO N o

h

49.b7!+- Bb8 50.%c1! 2e5
50...2h6 51.8c8++-;
50...Exb7 51.2c8+ is mating.

51.2c8+ @g? 52.8h4
52.%c5! aiming for f8 is more
precise, but White’s cool move
wins too.

52...%e2 53.%h6+! &f6
54.2f4+ &5 55. %8+ thg5
56.%e7+

1-0
FM Lefong Hua

/ earned his first
. IM Norm in the

75

2016 Autumn Invitational at
the St.Louis Chess Club, Novem-
ber 17-22, 2016. Lefong started
with three draws, but finished
with 5/6 to tie atop the IM Norm
group with US FM Konstantin
Kavutskiy, each with 6.5/9.

This was Lefong’s first IM
Norm after years of tournament
inactivity. He also gained an
amazing 49.4 FIDE rating points.

Hua, Lefong (2284)
Colas, Josh (2347)

EOO

CCSCSL Autumn Invitational St
Louis (9.9), 22.11.2016

Notes by John Upper

1.d4 €6 2.c4 £b4+ 3.82d2
2xd2+ 4.¥xd2 d5 5.20c3

2\f6 6.3 0-0 7.cxd5 exd5
8.2d3

szﬁgﬁygg
74 & /x %%x
o 7 &K
5| /x%//
4 / 13} /%/
Zé%é;/ %%é%
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8...We7

8...0c6 9.2\ge2 De7 10.Wc2 g6
11.h3 £f5 12.g4 £xd3 13.Wxd3
?c8 14.0-0-0 »d6= (1-0, 38)
Wojtaszek,R (2723)-Vocaturo,D
(2597) Doha, 2015.

19.5\ge2 Bd8
£9...0bd7 10.0-0 b6 11.2ae1
& 2b7 12.f3 ¢5 13.g4 Efd8 14.)f4

Nf8 15.g5 De8 16.h4= (1-0, 56)
Fressinet,L (2696)-Bischoff,K
(2547) Germany, 2012.

10.0-0 b6
10...9bd7 11.Bae1 &)f8 12.f3
c5 13.dxc5 Wxc5 14.82c1 Wb6
15.9)d4 £d7 16.%ce2 Hac8
17.a3 Exc1 18.8xc1 Ec8 19.2e1
9e6 20.2b1 g6 21.2a2t (V2-1%,
49) Bischoff,K (2537)
—Tratar,M (2499)
Austria 2012.

11.Efe1 b7
12.f3 c5 13.2ad1
Nc6 14.9g3 g6
15.%f2 Rac8
16.2b1 W8
17.)ge2 ¥h6
18.c1 2a6
19.2d3 £xd3
20.2xd3 c4

21.2f1 a6 22.e4 b5 23.e5

Ah5 24.93 Dg7 25.f4t

s) EE ¢
R Y
sld A A}
s & AK
4 %%% % o
)

|88

1

a b c

A typical queenside vs central
strategy in the QG exchange.

25...b4 26.a4

26.5\xd5!? Bxd5 27.82xc42.

26...0e6 27.£92 De7
28.2f1 ¢3 29.bxc3 bxc3
30.2c1 Ec4 31.2xc3 BExd4
32.82cd1 Exd1 33.2xd1 d4
34.0\ed Nf5 35.5)f6+

_ / /x/x
'S B Lary"

Ty
/C//% ////// %/%

/, //////////

A % A
gV Y

_ /z/ %h

35...§£?h8!=
35...¢tg7? 36.h4+ and the ¥h6 is
running short of squares.

\

- N W A OO O N @

36.2d5 W8
37.2e4 ¥ic5
38.8xf5 ¥xd5
39.2xe6 fxeb
40.82d3 Weq
41.%d2
42.fxg5 g8
43.h4 txe5
44 Wf2

44 2f31=.
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44..%e4 45.%d2 e5 46.2b3
d3-+ 47.%h2 #f3?
47...Wd5 48.96 hxg6 49.%g5

Wdo-+.

{7 K %
e w o Ea
o w m
i v K 5
|
of BA WA
lo W 0 @
I B BB

a b ¢ d e f g h
48.g6012

Only move, White now has
significant counterplay.

48... %5
48...hxg6 49.Wg50=;

48...%e2+ 49.%Wxe2 dxe2
50.gxh7+ soxh7 51.8e3 2d2
52.¢kg10= Hxa2 53.2xe5
a5 54.2f2 a4 (54...5g67?7?
55.8xe2+-) 55.8a5!= (65.9g47?77
a3 56.Ha5 Ba10 57.%xe2 a2
58.%f2 Eh1-+) 55...a3 56.2a7+0
(56.g4 BEa1-+ as above.)
56...ctg6 57.2a6+ &f5 58.h5

Five Brah Man Hug

Cristian Chirilia, Aman Hambleton, Eric Hansen,

Lefong Hua, and Yasser Seirawan at the St.Louis CC.
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2a1 59.¢bxe2 a2 60.h6 Zh1
61.h7=.

49.gxh7+ ©h8 50.2b7 Zc8
51.%e3 Ef8 52.5b2 e4 53.a4

K %
7 A

5>

., W
s A A

- N W A OO0 O N @

53... We5
53...Wf31-+,

54.8f2 Exf2+ 55.%xf2
xh7 56.%f7+ ©h6
57.%h3 d2 58.g4 d1®
59.95+ ¥xg5 60.hxg5+
@x 5 61 @ 7+ &f4
62. @’h6+ @eS 63.%g5+
©d6??

Played very quickly.

64.%d8+
So was this. 1-0

“It was really dirty.
It was typical Lefong dirt.
| feel bad. | really feel bad.” *

- FM Lefong Hua

IM Aman Hambleton played in
the parallel GM Norm event,
and scored +2 =3 -3 includ-
ing losses to winners Kannap-
pan and Akshat Chandra, who
earned his final GM norm

Links

Aman and Lefong created a
three-part Vlog during the event,
which you can see here:

Viog 1:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Z0Vugp4WeBc&t
Vlog 2: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=XgNYH72q0cl&t
Vlog 3: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=wSJ-P_dhhaE&t

The Saint Louis Chess
Club is not the only
one organizing Norm
tournaments in the
US. The Charlotte Chess

Centre in North Carolina
does so too. FM Michael Klein-
man played this fine attacking
game in one...

Kleinman, Michael
(2289)

Vigorito, David (2370)
E57

2017 CCCSA GM/IM Norm Invi-
tational B (2), 30.03.2017
Notes by John Upper

A Caro-Kann Panov-Botvinnik
attack turns into
a standard IQP
position  where
White gets a very
strong, and very
thematic, sacrifi-
cial attack on the
light squares.

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5
3.exd5 cxd5
4.c4 N6 5.9¢c3
A )
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a b ¢ d e

6. Z%)fB 294 7.cxd5 Hxd5 8.Wb3
is the start of the well-worn
“Endgame Variaiton”, which
continues 8...2xf3 9.gxf3 e6
10.Wxb7 Hxd4 11.2b5+ Axb5
12.Wc6+ e7 and Black is
reckoned to be OK. ... though
here’s a crazy recent result
between very strong players as a
reminder to White players to stay
alert: 13.Wc5+ che8 14.Wxb5+
Wd7 15.2xd5 exd5 16.%b3

£d6 17.0-0 Eb8 18.We3+ &Hf8
19.2d1?? Wh3 White resigned
since the only way to stop

the mate (f4) loses the 2d1 to
..."g4+; Riazantsev,A (2671)-
Jakovenko,D (2709) Sharjah,
2017.

6...dxc4 7.2xc4

*editor - skeptics have disputed claims of Lefong “feeling bad”.




7.d5 is the other main option for
White: 7...4e5 8.%d4 h6!e.

7...h6!

It's risky to take the d—pawn

7...xd4 8.%xd4 Hxd4 9.0-
- 0-0 e5 10.f4 294 11.9f3 &xf3
| 12.gxf3« When White has a
significant lead in development;
e.g. Mamedyarov,S (2736)-
Sethuraman,S (2640) Baku,
2015 (1-0, 41).

8.2h4

8.2e3 is a much less dynamic
way of using the IQP, 8...e6
9.3 £d6 10.0-0 0-0 11.Wd2
fNe7! 12.82ad1 a6 13.£d3 Hf5
14.8f4= (Y%-, 30) Kamsky,G
(2740)-Eljanov,P (2678)
Moscow, 2013.

8...e6

Chess Canada
Gnome

Safer than ...%¥xd4, as at move 7.

WWW.STRATEGYGAMES.CA

Torowto (416) 486-3395
701 Mt PLeasant Ro (SoutH oF EGLINTON)

9.0f3 2e7 10.0-0 0-0

o[E & @@%
7%1/ T

6

s%;/ ///g
| ran 2 a
3

Anm RAm
B rweng

a b ¢ e f g h

11.a3!

11.Ec1 b6 12.£d3 £b7 13.2b1
Hc8 14.2e1 Ee8 15.a3 Hh5
16.Wc2 &xhd 17.Wh7+? (17,
d500=) 17...5bf8 18.d5 £957??
(18...2)d4! 19.9xd4 &xf2+]
20.%xf2 Wh4+-+) 19.8cd10+-
W6 20.d6 g6 21.5)xg5

Hcd8 (21...hxg5 22.Ded+-)
22.5\xe6+!+- 1-0 Naiditsch,A

(2674)-Eljanov,P (2761) Sibenik,

2010.

11...b6 12.%d3 2b7 13.Efe1
E \Q @@/

,,,,,,

Yoz /v /////// Vrzzad

8
7
& 7 2/4

5// / % %
4
3
2
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wmy Y %

A nearly standard IQP position,
which can also arise out of an
e3-Nimzo. ...h6 (rather than ...g6
to defend a battery along the

b1-h7 diagonal) weakens Black’s

kingside light squares, which
White exploits nicely.

13...8c8

13...50h5 14.£93 Hxg3 15.hxg3
£f6 16.d5 exd5 17.5)xd5 £xb27?!
(17...%5h8 (1-0, 82) Kobalia,M

:ﬂ:,%:ﬂs Strategy

MonTreaL (514) B45-8352
3423 St. Denis St. (CoRNER OF SHERBROOKE)

(2666)-Riazantsev,A (2689)
Moscow, 2011.) 18.Bad1 »Ha5?
19.9e7+! £h8 20.Wf50+- Wxd1
(20..¥¢c7 21.5)g50+-) 21 Bxd1
£xf3 22.2d3 1-0 Gulko,B (2533)
—Krush,l (2489) Rockville, 2013.

14.2b3 Hh5! 15.£93
15.8xe7 Hixe7 16.g3 (16.2ad1?
5\f4 17.We3 Hixg2! 18.6oxg2
N5 19.¥f4 Hh4+-+) 16...5)16
17 2ad1 Hed53.

15...2f6 16.£c2 g6

//////

///////////////////////

//////////////////

///////////////

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

OrAciaL CFC Store

OTrawa (613) 565-3662

250 Bank STREET (NORTH OF SOMERSET)
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17.Exe6!«
This works only because ...h6
has weakened g6.

17...2xg3!
One of only two moves which

 don’t immediately lose.

FNot 17...fxe6?? 18.Wixg6+ g7
& 19.9e51+- Adxe5 20.Wh7+ &f7

21.896+ he7 22.dxe5+-;

17...2xd4 is the other move,
with non—losing complications:

a) 18.8xf6?! Hxc20 19.8d6
(19.2xg6+ looks tempting,

but Black is better after 79...
fxg6 20.Wixg6+ Ng7 21.¥ixc2
2xf3 22.gxf3 Exf3F) 19...Hxa1
20.2xd8 Zfxd8%;

b) 18.2d6 H)xf3+ 19.gxf3 We8lw;

c) 18.0xd4 ¥xd4 19.%xd4 &xd4
20.2e7= £xc3 21.bxc3 BExc3
22.8xg6=.

18.hxg3 £g7 19.8e4 De7
20.E8f4

Stopping ...% 5, which would
now lose to Exf5.

20...%c7 21.2e1 Bcd8
22.9e5

///////

//////////////////////////
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22...5Bc6?
22...8xe5 23.8xe5 Wxe5 24.dxe5
Exd3 25.2xd3 and White is up a
safe pawn.

22...d5 23.9xd5 (23.8h4
Nxc3) 23...2xd5%.

23.Wc4+
Good, but not nearly the best.

23.Dxf7!1+- this second strike
on the light squares would end
the game: 23...8xf7 (23...Exd4
24.Wixg6+- is mating.) 24.2b3
P eb 25.8xe5 &xeb (25...Wxe5
26.%xg6+-) 26.%Wxg6++- with
total ownership of the light
squares.

23...We7
Pinning the & to e1.

24.8xg6! £xe5 25.dxe5
Nxe5

/////// //////

/%/@ ///// %
LOVE O

////////

// 7

//////////// ///////

? i 2
/ = =

///////

e f g h
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26.2xe5?7?
Giving away most of White’s
advantage.

26.2xf7+! £h8 (26...Exf7?
27.8xeb+-; 26...Wixf7 27.8xeb5
Wxc4 28.8xc4 and White is up
two pawns with a much safer
¢v.) 27.We2 Exf7 28.8xf7 Wxf7
29.Wxe5++- also with an extra
two pawns and huge initiative.

26.2xf7!! putting yet a third
piece en prise to the &
would have been a worthy
finish: 26...2xc4 27 .Eexe7
Efe8 (27...Bxf7 28.2xf7+ 2f8

79
29.8xb7+-) 28.2g7+ h8
29.2h7+ g8 30.2eg7+ bf8
31.8Exb7+-.

26...%xe5 27.8xf7 £d50]
28.2xd5

& /. 8
6 Z%Z%/%Q%
s\, W
9,
w??%f% A
| K U HA
v, %

a b c¢c d e f g h

28...¥xd5?7?

28...8xf70 29.8xf7+ HxfT£

and there are no particularly
useful discovered checks,
though White’s extra pawns and
protected ¢ give him the easier
game.

29.Wc7!+- Bfe8 30.2g7+
&f8 31.8h7

1-0
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Tournoi d’échecs du Carnaval
2017 February 17-19, 2017

1137 players competed in the

2017 Carnaval tournament in
Quebec City.

The top section featured
2 GMs, 1 IM, and 4 FMs. GMs
Alexandre Le Siege and Bator
Sambuev drew each other and
won all their other games to fin-
ish as cowinners and take home
S1500 each. Steve Bolduc and
Qiuyu Huang tied for 3" with 4/5
(5550 each).

The other titled players all
finished out of the money: IM
Thanh Nha Duong (3%%), and the
FMs — Olivier-Kenta Chiku-Rat-
te, Joe Horton (lost to Le Siege
in rd.5), Robert Hamilton, and
Shawn Rodrigue-Lemieux (lost
to Le Siege in rd.3) — each fin-
ished with 3.

Special mention to Ma-
thieu Poulin, who scored 3.5/5,
played no one who finished out-
side the top 12, beat IM Duong
and FM Chiku-Ratte, earned a
TPR of 2442, lost only to cowin-
ner Sambuev in the final round...
but still had to share the U2200

o

prize. Matthieu J.-Constantin
was the only player at Carnaval
to win a section outright: 4.5/5
to take the U2000 and $1500
first prize.

Chess Canada features two
games annotated by GM Bator
Sambuev: his round 4 draw with
GM Alexandre Le Siege and his
final round must-win game.

Tournoi du Carnaval

137 players in the heart of a
Quebec winter.
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Notes by

GM Bator Sambuev
Sambuev, Bator (2605)
Le Siege, Alexandre

(2567)
D94
Carnival Quebec (4), 19.02.2017

1.d4 »\f6 2.3 d5 3.e3
Trying to play a Zukertort.

3...9g6
But now | get Grunfeld or, if you
want, Catalan reversed.

4.c4 297 5.2c3 0-0 6.2e2
c5 7.dxch

(Hae W Eo |
Ad A4afk
Jf  ak
s &
1 15 8 5
3| By A&
B8 ARAA
H 2Wwd R
e g

7.0-0 leads to Tarrasch reversed,
another opening in my repertoire.
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7...dxc4 13...2b7 14.b3 a5 15.2b5 17.2e2 2\d6 18.8c2 c4
7...W%a5 is the main line. | think This is the point of my plan. 19.Efc1
White's extra move (£e2) should s~ H @ o Here | already was optimistic.
tell in some circumstances. For 7%3_% % 'y ;/g ¥ If | manage to comp'lete g| B /%g T ///
example: 8.cxd5 Hxd5 9.%xd5 T % Y development, Black's pawns 7 /’g% 7 Fy ;'/2? Y
i 6 d 7 9 ‘ . %, > //// p //Z/ =,
xc3+ 10.£2d2 2d8 11.%xd8+!? // ,/,/// /// ,,,,,, 2 on a5 and c5 will become 5 g % % % i %
Wxd8 12.§xc_3 apd compared 5%,,// ////// y //% %/ targets. But, after some thinking, ; K/ ////// / ////// / //
|to the same line in the Catalan, 4 /%/ ////% / Alexandre found very strong = " W // /// /%
£ White already may castle. | think 3 %g% \ /g/@% regrouping. 4 //% " /% y o
(" in such a position this should be 2 %// ////// ?//?/cé:,//g/ A /8// 3 & % %@%
important. 1% Zﬁé ////// @ ///// %//E 15...2dc8 16.0-0 Ne8! _ 2 & %E@g% a ;/g
e T T 7 16...c4 allows Black to get rid of A T T &
8.%xd8 Exd8 9.2xc4 the c—pawn, but not the a—pawn. / — / ST

On the other hand, now | lose my .
extra tempo, and the position is GM Alexandre Le Siege It looks like it's going
equal. to be another boring

CLUB D*ECHECS grandmaster draw. But

suddenly it becomes very

DE SA'NT}- : sharp.
19...d5!?

Not the best move — 19...
a4 — but eventually we

9...2bd7 10.c6 bxc6
11.£2d2

11.0-0 would be more accurate,
but | didn't want to evacuate my
king from the centre too early.

11...2b6 get a very interesting
11...4g4 now could be study-like ending.
unpleasant.

20.2\xd5

20.9a4 Yb4 (20...c3
also leads to a draw, but
requires some accuracy:
21.8xc3 &xc3 22.%xc3
Nb4 23.8b2 &xf3 24.gxf3
Bc7! 25.a3 Eac8!=
26.8d1 8xc3 27.axb4

12.2e2 c5 13.2c1
Following a wrong plan. After
13.0-0 £b7 14.2fd1 | have a
chance to trade some pieces
and then attack Black's weak
pawns.
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axb4 28.82d4=) 21.2xb4 cxb3!
22.8xc8+ Hxc8 23.8xc8+ Hxc8
24 .axb3 axb4 Black is slightly
better due to the bishop pair, but
most likely it's a draw. | found
one trick that Alexandre missed

playing 19... ©d5. Unfortunately
| for me | missed another
Fintermediate move that led me to
(' lost position.

20...2xd5 21.2xc4?
After 21.4)d4 it's still equal. But |
realized my mistake too late.

21...0xc4
Here Alexandre noticed that on
21...2e4? 22 .2xf7+! wins! But...

22.e4

EE e
4122

/////////////

wm s
4;;//

/ & /
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W, B
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22...8b2!
22...8xed? 23.8xc4 Bxcd

Do
§\\\Dso
@\

/////

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

24 .Zxc4 Black should be OK due
to the bishop pair, but a pawn is
a pawn.

23.Ed1

editor — 23.bxc4? 2xc1 24.exd5
£xd2 25.9xd2 Eab8-+ White's
pawns aren't going anywhere.

23...2xe4 24.8xc4 Exc4
25.bxc4 Ed8!

This is the problem. This pin
should secure Black some
material advantage.

26.50f1 £d3+ 27.s0g1

8/%%% z/x
., . A&
6////¢ é7x//
& .
o\ 8
: @//2./@?@
14;;%ﬁ//;g /////// ////// //////

a g h

White cannot do anything else.

27...8e4

Black tries to win the c—pawn
while keeping a—pawns on the
board. That would be deadly for

White.

27...8xc4 28.8b1 &6 29.8xa5
with drawing chances.

28.¢f1 a4 29.9e1 £b7
30.2c2 £a6 31.He3 5

The last few moves were more—
or-less logical. | understood

that passive defence most likely
leads to a loss and prepared one
interesting trap.

32.cke1 f4 33.20d5 £xc4
34.8c1!

o| K @
. A A
B B EAE
B )
! %5/ .
3 » /
A8 AN
1% Zéﬁfi%@

a b ¢ d e f g h
34...Bxd5

It looks like my last move came
as surprise for Alexandre.
Black's position is still winning
after: 34...82b8 but what if Black
simply wins second pawn?

82

35.8xd5 £xd5 36.£xb2
&xa2

A key factor is that a1 is the
wrong corner for Black's £. My
task is to trade as many pawns
as possible. So...

37.h4! 2d5
W TR

/ /// ////// //‘/

4/%%2 »
x/’;/ /é %

/////////////

- N W A OO0 O N ©

38.f1!!

The whole point. When |
calculated 32.¢2e1 with this
ending | understood, that 38.g3
fxg3 39.fxg3 might be dangerous
because Black may attack g3.
The problem is that after losing
my g—-pawn (say, Black trades it
for his e—-pawn) | probably lose
my h—pawn. But if there is only
one pawn on the kingside then

| can move my king toward the
a1 corner and give up my bishop
for the g—pawn. That's why |
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think it's so important to trade
h—pawns.

38...5&f7
After 38...h6 39.£2c1 g5 40.hxg5
hxg5 41.g3 fxg3 (41...e5 42.8b2)

- 42.fxg3 g4 Black can't even
|attack g3.

£ 39.8e5 £3 40.93

Now it's elementary because
e—pawn is absolutely harmless.

40...c2e6 41.2b2 £c4+

42.¢e1 d5 43.2d2 e5
44.c3 e4 45.2¢1 a3
46.2e3

/ /%///

////7%??
b gl
R e
////// / //// ///?
1% / / z /

e

N W~ 01O N

The remaining moves
don't require any
comment.

CLUB D'ECHECS

DE SAINTE-FOY

46...52c6 47.2c1 b5
48.2e3 ka4 49.2c1
£d3 50.2e3 Le2
51.2c1 a2 52.5b2
2c4 53.2e3 £e6
54.2d4 ©b4 55.2e3
2b3 56.2d4 sc4
57.2e3 $d3 58.2c5
From my point of view, a
very instructive ending.

Y2="2

GM Bator Sambuev

Enjoying the view from
the top.

Notes by
GM Bator Sambuev
Poulin, Mathieu (2165)

Sambuev, Bator (2584)
E42
Carnival Quebec (5), 19.02.2017

It was must-win game because
it was obvious that LeSiege
should win with white pieces.

1.d4 £)f6 2.c4 €6 3.2c3
2b4 4.e3 c5 5.®ge2

/////////////////

7

7 7
/M/% 7
“a U U

iy o

////////////

B % %

B pwe,
= / =

abcde

5...b6

Usually I play here 5...cxd4
6.exd4 d5 (6...0-0 7.a3 &e7 is
also an option.) 7.a3 £e7 8.cxd5
Axd5 9.49xd5 exd5, but it's not a
position for must-win game. So |
recalled one interesting line that |
used to play many years ago.

- N W A OO N ©
\\ &
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6.a3 2a5 7.2b1 Hab
Black's way of development
looks weird but it makes sense.
5.%ge2 has only one idea: to
avoid doubling of pawns. If |
simply don't take the knight
then | have some lead in
development.

8.f3 0-0

E2W Ee
¥y FY

m% %x% o

% 7 %
% %/7

N
N\

/ 0

////////////

— N w I [6)] » ~ o]
!
L\H\\\\\\
\

///////

9.e4

9.d5 is the most logical move -
it's better to keep centre closed.
It's interesting that | played this
position as White against Anton
Kovalyov: 9...d6 10.¢6f2 2b8
11.e4 exd5 12.exd5 &5 13.2a1
NcT 14.9g3 £96 15.h4 @xc3
16.bxc3 h5 and now 17.a4 would
have secured White comfortable
advantage. The actual game
continued 17.£g5 b52
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Sambuev,B (2491)-Kovalyov,A
(2557) Quebec Open, 2009 (%-
Y2, 81).

9...d5
The only way to exploit and

_advantage in development is to
lattack. And you need open files
JHfor this.

10.cxd5 exd5 11.e5 He8

//,,, //////

Iy %/ /% iy

/////////////////

Z
%W Yy
/% .

//////////// a7

/ / 7
;é 4% . AA

e g@g////g

a g h
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\\\
\\\\

\\\\
\
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12.@393

Formally, a novelty. 12.¢bf2
NecT 13.0g3 6 14.exf6 Wxf63
(0-1, 31) Granda Zuniga,J
(2599)-Ibarra Jerez,J (2496)
Barcelona, 2008. That's
approximately what | was
intending to do.

12...2ec7 13.82e3 f5

But now | changed my mind. 13...

f6 still more logical and stronger.

14.f4 Heb 15.@992

The text move has a clear idea:
White is three moves from
significant advantage (g3, £g2,
0-0).

But Black's reply shows that it is
a serious mistake. White should
complete development even

at the cost of a pawn: 15.£b5
cxd4 16.£xd4 £xc3+ 17.bxc3
Nxf4 18.0-0 £ g6 with good
compensation.

E oW Edod |

///////

d  4i
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¢ 4424

//////////////////
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It took more than 20 minutes to
find this move. After considering
all the "normal" moves and being
not satisfied by the results |
concentrated on the main goal:
how to put more pressure on d4.
| can switch the Queen or Bishop
via b6, but it's still not enough.
Eventually | found another piece!
| think from practical point of
view it's the best move, 'cause it
makes White calculate a lot and
to solve difficult problems.

16.93 b5 17.2f2?

And White immediately makes a
mistake. After 17.£g2 b4 18.axb4
Exb4 there is no way to hold

the centre: 19.£xd5 (719.0-0?
cxd4 20.9xd4 Bxd4 21.2xd4
Nxd4F) 19...cxd4 20.8xe6+
(20.%xd4 Wixd5 21.)xd5 Exd4+
and probably a draw.) 20...£xe6
21.9xd4 £c4 22.2f2 (22.9c6?
Wag8-+) 22...2b6 the position is
very complicated.

15...Eb8!!

The winning move! I'm
kidding, of course. Black
doesn't win, but it allows
me to reach the main goal:
to blow up the centre!

15... Rb8!!

The winning move!
I'm kidding, of course.

...but

17...b4 18.axb4 Exb4

o] oW Ee
40 Ee
74% %/ //// ////i
o A
5|8 //%Méﬁ/ _
////// /%////4/””,/7/ //// ///
d Bl
i /g/ ,,,,, 7%// .
1 //@g//g%/?g

19.§,92??

And now the decisive mistake.

editor — 19.dxcb! is the saving
move, because 19...d4 does not
win a piece after 20.2xd4 Hxd4

84

21.9a2! and the Zb4 has no safe

square.

Instead of ...d4, Black should try
19...0axc5 20.2xd5 (20.Wxd5??

DNed+! 21.5g2 Hxc3 22.%xd8
&bh7+-+ Black will be up a piece
with both White's &s hanging.)

20...He4+ 21.¢bg12 Black

still down a pawn, but White's

development is woeful.

19...cxd4 20.2xd4 Ex
21.8xd4 Hxd4

is

d4
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The rest is simple.

- N W A OO0 O N o

22.5\xd5
22 Wixd4? £b6-+ of course.

22...2e6 23.b4 2b6 24.2e3
NcT 25.%d3 Bf7 26.2hd1
2d7 27.f1 Hdb5 28.¥xd7
&xd7

For some reason my
opponent made another
several moves, but let's
say he resigned here.

Western Chess & Go Club
Exec & Open Section
Champion UofT

Tony Huang, Matt Blake,
Paul Scala, Zehn Nassir, Mike
Ivanov, Christopher Knox,
Lloyd Mai, Enoch Lam.

The Canadian University Chess
Championship was hosted by
the Western Chess & Co Club
January 14-17, 2017. It was a five-
round four-player team swiss in
two sections. 8 teams from 7
universities competed in the top
section, and the reserves section
had 16 teams from 8 universities
for a total of 99 players.

The University of Toronto A
team: Mike Ivanov, Lloyd Mai,
Christopher Knox, Zehn Na-
sir (avg. rating 2307) won the
Championship section with a
perfect 5/5, powered by Chris-

topher Knox with a perfect 5/5

on board 3. McGill edged out

the combined Ottawa/Carleton

U team for second on tie-break.

Joey Qin had an oustsand-
ing performance as top board
for Waterloo. Since starting uni-
versity in 2015 Joey has played

OTB chess rarely, but his results

seem to have improved:

e won TORO 2015 with at TPR
of 2658 (including a win over
GM Sambuev),

e won an RA summer pick-up
with 3/3 and TPR of 2655,

e 4/5 and TPR of 2520 at the
2015 CUCC.

At the 2017 CUCC he scored

4.5/5 on Waterloo’s top board

for a tournament high 2564 TPR.
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Chess Canada presents Joey
Qin’s notes to his final round
game against McGill board 1, FM
Michael Kleinman.

Notes by Joey Qin
Kleinman, Michael
(2350)

Qin, Joey (2481)
B53

2017 CUCC Ottawa (5.2),
14.01.2017

1.e4 ¢c5 2.9f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.%xd4

s[EReWde ¢ A E
7%1//i/%f
: // ] / /
sl 7”0 %
15 B B
3 a3y
2 ///Z/gé/g%g
1 wé H
e f h

g

4...a6

Allowing White to construct a
Maroczy but planning to take
advantage of the fact that White
will not have the ideal piece
positioning.
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4...%c6 5.2b5 £d7 6.8xc6 £xc6
7.%c3 &f6 8.295 €6 9.0-0-0
$£e7 10.2he1 0-0 11.%b1 it's not
easy for Black to find good play.
He will constantly have to worry
about the d6-pawn.

“j editor — this position has been
Jplayed hundreds of times, with
& White scoring decently. | have

included two games where
Tactical Giants lost as Black:
11...Wa5 12.Wd2

Analysis Diagram:

@ O %/%

///////

7 / / 7
%%%///é// .
%%”///%////% K
AECAM A AA

& BE |

a b ¢ d e f g

- N W A 00 o \l o
\

a) 12...2fd8 13.9d4 ©h8 14.f4
h6 15.h4! Zac8 16.g4! Hxed? the
young Tal doesn't withstand the
pressure, and meets an in—form
Lutikov. (16...2g8 17.2xf6 £xf6
18.g5 with initiative.) 17.2xe4!
hxg5 18.4xc6 Exc6 19.hxg5+-
¢bg8 20.2h1 £xg5 21.fxg5 d5

22 8d4 e5 23.g67? (23.1h2+-)
23...8xg6 (23...exd4-+) 24.5)xd5
Exd5 25.%xa5 1-0 Lutikov,A-
Tal,M Riga, 1955.

b) 12...Wa6 13.220d4 b5 14.f3
Bfc8 15.94 £e8 16.2ce2 Hc4
17.b3 Bc7 18.g3 Eac8 19.5c1
Bc3 (19...h6! 20.8xh6 gxh6
21.Wxh6 Dh70 22.0h5 2f8%)
20.Dh5! b4? 21.9xg7!+- Wa3
22.4\xe8! (22.5)df5!1) 22...88c5
23.9\xf6+ £xf6 24.2xf6 Hab
25.Wg5+0 Exg5 26.2xg5

White has a E&@H A for the
W.26...Hc5 27.2d80 f8
(27...Ec8 28.2f6 Hch 29.8e2 Bab
30.c4+-) 28.2e2! 2e8 29.2f6

1-0 Zhigalko,S (2656)—Shirov,A
(2709) Jurmala, 2013.

c) 12...Wb6 has also been
played, and might be best.

5.c4 9\c6 6.%e3

e3 seems like a strange position
for the queen but White will
develop via b3 and £b2.

x
L @
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6...9g6 7.h3
Stopping ...£g4 and ...%g4
ideas.

7..297 8.2e2 5)f6 9.0-0 0-0
10.2c3

10.2d1 is the main move,
threatening e5 and forcing Black
to make an early decision on
how to develop his pieces, and
it is what Michael played two
months later in the chess.com
PRO League: 10...d7 11.¢3
&c5 12.8b1 a5 13.b3 Kleinman -
Pichot (2556), 2017 (0-1, 55)

10...£e6 11.82d1 Ad7

Joey Qin

Invite him to a Norm event.
| dare you.
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With possible ideas of ... e5,
..)ch, and ...Wb6. Black's main
problem is the lack of space so
trading off pieces would be good
for him.

12.b3

12.2b1 might have been stronger
— getting off the a1-h8 diagonal
and planning an immediate

b4 to seize initiative on the
queenside. 12...2c8 13.b4 &xc4!
Black needs to find this move
otherwise White will have a lot of
binding pressure. 14.£xc4 &ce5
15.0xe5 (15.8xf7+ Dxf7 16.2)d5
e6 17.2)f4 Be8=) 15...&xe5]
16.Wd3 Hb6 17.2xf7+ Bxf7
18.2)d5 e6 19.2)xb6 Wxb6
20.2e3 Wb5=.

12...%a5

| considered trading off queens
to relieve some pressure, but the
knight on b6 would be awkwardly
placed and need to be relocated.
...'"a5 also seemed to lead to
more complex positions and
chances for both sides.

12...Wb6 13.Wxb6 Hxb6
14.2d2=.

13.2b2 Efc8
Preparing for ..

E E
/ 7%

.b5 ideas.

)

////////

8

7

6 7. Z
o — @/ _ %/
4

3

2

1

////////

///////

14.Da4

Kleinman wanted to get out of
the annoying pin and trade off
the important g7 bishop in hopes
of a possible future kingside
attack. However, after the trade,
Black obtains a comfortable
position where he can utilize the
dark squares.

14.2ab1 b5 15.d5 &xb2
16.8xb2 bxc4 17.8xc4 £xd5
18.2xd5 eb 19.2c4t.

14...£xb2 15.2xb2 b5
16.cxb5

Black is not afraid of trading
off the e6 bishop because the
resulting pawn structures will
better due to the bad bishop
on e2. 16.2)g5 ©\c5 17.2)xe6
f\xeb=.

16...axb5 17.2d3 b4
Fixing the White queenside.

18.%h6
L %

i iy

7 7 7 //7/
/ﬁ% //%E-///% =

a c d e g

- N W A OO O N @

The start of a faulty plan. Even
without the dark—squared bishop,
Black has enough resources to
defend. Meanwhile with all the
White pieces migrating to the
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kingside, the queenside will be
left powerless.

18...%b6!?

The move that | spent the
longest time on in the game.
First of all, it clears the a—file for
the rook to bear down on the
a2-pawn. Secondly, it offers H\d4
defensive ideas. Thirdly, in lines
where White trades off the e6
bishop, the f-file is opened and
the Queen eyes the f2 pawn.
Finally, future f2-f4 ideas are
stopped.

19.2f4
editor — 19.2)g5 & f8=.

19...5ce5 20.g5 £ f8

EE A
////x/%@
////// £ &
& /é@&; #
Ry /%/g
S B IS

£ 2 &

a g h

The White attack has been
stopped and now Black has

- N W A OO O N @
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serious threats with ...2c2. 23.a4! 8xb3 24.2b5 8b2 (editor m Demchenko, Svitlana
- 024...2c3!) 25.8f10e, (2086)

21.2ac1?! . .
Trying to complicate the positon  23...bxc3 24.a4 ¥xb3 25.f4 David Gordon took advantage Gordon, David (2310)
and continue the attack, but at c2 26.2f1 We3+ of arare ab§ence from GM Sam- A60 _
this point it is better just to step buev to win the Ottawa Win-  Ottawa Winter Open (5),
back and go on the defense. 1-0 ter Open with 4/5. Armando  15.01.2017
| 21 5\fxeb fxeb 22.5d2 Ec3w. Valdizon was second with 3.5,  Notes by John Upper
CUCC photos: Brittany Ngo followed by Svitlana Demchen-  1.d4 &6 2.3 c5 3.d5 e6
¢ 21...8c3 ko, Robert Villeneuve and Ben  4.c4 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.2c3
Nullifying possible tactics and https://www.facebook.com/ Kellar with 3. Chess Canda has @Dbd7!?
- pg/WesternChessClub/ the final d board 1
threatening ...2xa2. photos/?tab=album&album_ € Ninal round board 1 game... ,
21...8xc1? 22.8xc1 Bxa2? id=979391312160630 8 E/g_@ /// //?E/
23.5\fxeb fxeb 24.5c8+- and 712 & / / i M i
Black gets mated. Demchenko v Gordon 6 % A % 7
A& A
0 Erp o
22.5fxeb fxeb / //// / s
B mom
T 3 7 /4
B A ///// ,,,,, » /%///
Y Kk & o B8 A A A
7, %%// ///// > I 1 ﬁ% %%@@{g}% o]
s|] W 242 &W = = Seen s
,,,,, Y /;/ /////4 /,;/ /%/ a C e g
S %//A//%% g% @// A B _ g
J & n unusual Benoni move-order,
ey %% %// which can help if White goes for
sy, AR i)
%%/ ////// o %7/7/ %%/ an early £ d2-c4, but rules out an
2| & ,,, %ﬁ%&éé equalizing option after 7.e4 then
wew & qualizing op
W 285 & bgd.
a b c¢c d e f g h

7.e4 g6 8.2d3

Black is not applying any pressure
yet, so White has other sensible
options:

23.8xc3?

Now Black is winning; the White
queenside is about to collapse
and the White pieces are still
stuck on the kingside.
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Chess Canada

8.h3 £97 9.£d3 0-0 10.0-0 We7
11.82e1 b8 12.a4 a6 13.£f4 He8
14.%d2 Hc7 15.2f1 Bd8 16.2ad1
£e8 17.£95 6 18.2e3 Heb
19.&)xe5 fxe5 20.a5 b5 21.axb6
Exb6z (1-0, 59) Borovikov,V

(2595)—-Kononenko,D (2430)
| Rivne 2005.

8.82f4 Hhh5 9.295 2e7 10.2h6
218 11.8e3 a6 12.a4 £g7 13.2e2
0-0 14.0-0 &e8 15.2d2% (1-0, 46)
Aleksandrov,A (2604)-Idrisov, T
(2262) Nakhchivan 2012.

8...a6 9.a4 297 10.2f4
10.0-0 0-0 11.h3 h6 12.2e1

g5! 13.9e2 g4! 14.hxg4 &Hxg4
15.9)g3 ©\de5 16.2e2 5 17.exf5
2xf5 18.20xf5 8xf5 19.8f1% (1-0,
31) Psakhis,L (2605)-Manor,|
(2475) Israel 1992.

10...We7

Natural, but Black might be able
to develop without protecting

the d6-pawn; for example:
10...20g4!? A11.£xd6?! Wb
12.e5 Hdxe5 13.2xe5 Hxeb
14.9xe5 and Black has model
dark-square play after either
14...Wxb2!? or 14...2xe5 15.We2
W63 16.2e4 Wd8 17.45xc5 0-0.

11.0-0 0-0 12.h3

/A/m%x%

///////

é@ /é ///// y/
Ag

% 7 %g/

% W BHS

a b ¢c d e f g h

The game has transposed to a
common position. If White has

to play this (to keep the £ on the
h2-d6 diagonal when Black plays
...Ah5) then the early ...2\bd7 is
just fine.

Amw Q@
&\
\C> de
\
\

12...Eb8

12...9h5 13.2h2 £2h6 14.8e1:
14...f6 15.a5 &eb 16.9a4 &f4
17.22b6 Eb8 18.2f1£ (0-1, 34)
Piket,J (2615)—-Romanishin,O
(2595) Manila 1992.)
14... £f4 15.93 £h6 16.2f1
Heb 17.9xeb5 Wxeb 18.f4
Wd4+ 19.8g2 Wb4a 20.%d2 5
21.e5?! (21.exf5 £xf5¢) 21...
dxeb5 22.8xe5 £g7« (1-0, 44)
Shirov,A (2675)-Dubov,D
(2629) Moscow 2014.

13.a5N He8 14.%b3 b5
15.axb6 Exb6

/.e./m%zz

T M\ <111 7 ///

x B Z/

///////

TwEsT B A
//g/

/ﬁ%

The position of Black's £b6
could almost stand for the whole
Benoni opening: precarious but
dynamic. It is lost if White can
organize central play (2c4 or
e4-e5) but makes up for it with
counter—attacking chances on
the dark squares.

It might be worth
mentioning that with White
pawns on d5, e4 and h3 all
covering light-squares, Black
must either aim for piece play
on the dark squares, or a pawn
break on the light squares (with
...f5). Count how many of Black's
next moves are on the dark
squares.

- N W b~ 00O N
N\
\ AN
»
[Ib
Q
\

16.%c2 Heb5 17.2xe5 £xeb
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18.2xe5 Wxe5 19.2a2
Both players now aim their s at
their best squares (c4 and d4).

19...5c7 20.2d1 b5
20...f5!7 would be a different
way to play, developing the &f8
and trying to make the d5-pawn
a target. 21.9e3 fxe4 22.8xed
Eb4e.

21.0e3 Hd4 22.%d1
22.9\c4 HHxc2 23.5xe5 Hb4
24 .5 c40 b8 25.82a3 Hxd3!
26.8xd3 a5 27.%a1 £a6=.

22...¥g5 23.52h2
23.f47?! Wg31 24.We1?? Df3+-+,

23...Eb3 24.f4 ¥h4 25.%d2
He8 26.)c4w
26.2a3=.

— N W ~ O (o)) N

N
N
Do

NN \ M\\\\\Dg) NN \ X

N N\ \% \\\
N
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26...2xh3!!
The £c8 had been developed
the whole time!

Of course, this line requires
lots of correct calculation, but
the clue to finding it comes from

- Vukovic's Art of Attack in Chess,
fj which said something like: when
J your pieces control one colour

& complex, sacrifice on the other

colour so you can attack on both.

27.gxh3 Exe4!

The point: Black not only gets
a second pawn, but threatens
...2e2+, which brings the Zb3
into play.

28.2xe4??
28.9)xd6? Ee2+!-+;

N28.9e3 Bxf4? (28...Ee87
threatening ...c4. Black has
two pawns, and an attack for
the piece.) 29.4g20 Exd3!
30.Wxd30O Ef2 31.8xa6
(31.8xf2 Wixf2 32.2a3!)
31...Wf4+21 32.86g1 ADe2+?
33.Wxe2+-;

N28.8Ba3l= Be2+0 (28...20e2?
29.We100+-) 29.&xe20
(29.¥ixe2? Hxe2 30.8xe2

Wxh3+ 31.%2g1 Wg3+ 32.¢bh1
Zxa3 33.bxa3 White has more
pieces and they are very well
coordinated, but her & is
exposed and h5-h4-h3 will break
their coordination. 33...h5 34.5f3
We1+ 35.2f1 We4-+) 29... Wg3+
30.%2h1 ¥xh3+ 31.c2g1 Wg3+=.

28...Bxh3+-+
28.. Wixh3+?72 29.shg1 Bg3+
30.£g2+-.

29.2g1 ¥g3+ 30.£92
30.Wg2 Ne2#.

30...%h2+0 31.2f2 Wg3+=
Black needed only a draw to
clinch first place and he forces
the draw here; but would have
enjoyed his tournament more if
he had found this: 31...2g3!+-
32.9e3 (32.Hg1 Bf3+! 33.e1
Wixg1+ 34.2f1 Wixf1#) 32... 8f3+!
33.ce1 Bxe3+0 34.Wxe3
(34.22d1 Be2-+) 34..Hc2+0
35.¢kd2 Hxe3 36.%xe3 Wxg2
37.2d1 h5-+.

32.c2g1 Wh2+ 33.5:f2
Wg3+?=

Y2="/2

IM Kaiqgi Yang won the 2017
Hart House Reading Week
Open with 5.5/6 — TPR of
2714! — conceding a draw only
to IM Nikolay Noritsyn, who was
clear second with 5/6. Yuanchen
Zhang held Noritsyn to a draw
in the final round to finish 3™ with
4/6. Others included IMs Tomas
Krnan 37 and Peter Vavrak 3.

Yang, Kaiqi (2432)
Plotkin, Victor (2401)
D45

Hart House Reading Week Open
Toronto (3), 19.02.2017

Notes by John Upper

1.c4 &6 2.5c3 €6 3.d4 d5
4.%f3 c6 5.e3 Dbd7

//////////////////

R /gf

4%%%

ATy
////// 2y %
a b ¢ d e f g

N WA OO N
N
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6.%c2

The most popular anti-Meran
move. The ¥ goes to a useful
square without conceding a
tempo to Black after £d3 dxc4.

6.£d3 dxc4 7.£xc4 b5 is the start
of the very complicated Meran
variation of the semi-Slav.
Black's resources seem to be at
least enough for equality, and so
6.%c2 has actually become the
main move among top players,
with only Mamedyarov showing a
clear preference for £d3.

6...2e7

This is not the most popular, but
it has been played by Kortchnoi,
Vallejo Pons, and other 2600+
GMs. Pros: it's less exposed to
attack than on d6 (from e4-e5, or
cxd5 then Ab5). Cons: It doesn't
help support ...e5, it occupies a
decent square for Black's ¥, and
(as we'll see in this game) it can
be exposed on the e—file!

6...2d6 is far-and—away the
main move; it and 6...a6 and 6...
b6 all score better than £e7.

7.b3 0-0 8.2d3 b6
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9.e41?

Before playing this thematic
break White usually castles and
plays £b2... but maybe there's
no need to prepare it when Black
is so far from being able to strike
back in the center!?

Here are some examples of
more typical play by White: 9.0-0
£b7 10.2b2 c5! 11.We2 Hc8:

12.2fd1 cxd4 13.exd4 Wc7
14.5b5 Wb8 15.Heb Efd8 16.f4
A f8= (0-1, 39) Sambuev,B
(2523)-Zhigalko,S (2667)
Istanbul OI, 2012

12.2ac1 Wc7 (12...2d6 13.2fd1
We7 14.cxd5 Dxd5 15.2e4
cxd4 16.2xd6 Wixd6 17.Dxd4z
White has the Bishop pair on

a semi—open board; Weiss,M-
Schlechter,C Vienna, 1896.)
13.82fd1 Wb8 14.cxd5 Axd5
15.2xd5 &xd5 16.£b5 Efd8
17.e4 £b7 18.d5! exd5 (18...f8
19.dxe6z fxeb (19...%xe6
20.2d7+) 20.2e5 Wa8 21.Wb2+)
19.exd5 £d6 20.Wed HHf8+ White
has more space, and eventually
squeezed out some concessions
from Black in Spraggett,K (2571)
—Santos,A (2326) Figueira da
Foz, 2010.

9...dxe4 10.Axed 2b7
11.2b2 h6N

11...Dxed 12.2xed &6 13.£d3
c5 14.dxc5 &xc5 15.8d1 b4+
16.%2f1 We7 (16...0h8 17.£xh7%)
17 .8xf6! Wxf6 18.82xh7+ ©h8
19.2e4 &xed 20.Wxed4 Had8
21.8xd8 Exd8 22.g3+ &d1+
23.2g2 Exh1 24.%xh1+ in
Adamski,J (2410)—-Georgievski,V
(2320) Rzeszow, 1980. Black
has only a little development for
the pawn, since the following
tactic doesn't work: 24...%a1+?
25.¢kg2 Wxa2 26.9g5!+- with a
forced mate.

12.0-0-0!?

y %/ / % A
%2//%&?2? e

///////////////////

11 24 4

% 7 Z
s
5

"o
5@@%/M//

//////////////////

//////
g

a b c d e
Unusual. White normally castles
short, as you can see from the
games embedded above. But
unless Black can force open the
b or c—files, the white & isn't
in much danger, and Black's
#s don't make much of an
impression. On the other hand,
Black's £#h6 gives White a hook
to aim at, and his two s are
already pointed at the Black .

N WA 000 N

—_

12...%¥c7
12...b5!7? is the obvious way to
create some play, when 13.c5
concedes d5 but still seems to
keep an advantage:
13...2d5 14.a3 this keeps
the queenside files closed.
Computers prefer Black, but I'm
not so sure.
13...b4 trying to force open the

91
a—file, but it looks like White
is faster; e.g. 14.2\xf6+ Hxf6
15.g4!? and White has the
initiative.

13.2he1 a5 14.a3 Efd8
15.50b1

T %;i?/
%g% Yy

/////////////

44aa s

%%
wamom.
/é?%/

////// 8/ L8

W AAF

/@%E% _

d e f g h

...C5 or H\xe4

r\:cohmov\loo
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i\
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Critical Position:

15...c57?!
N15...5xed 16.2xed HHf6 17.£d3
chx or 17...b5=.

16.d5!

A very strong pawn sac.

16...exd5 17.2c3!

17.cxd5 £xd5 18.20ed?2
(18.2)d4!?) 18...£f8% and Black's
play against the White King
should come first.
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17...dxc4?
17...d4?77? 18.)b5 and the ¥ and
$e7 are hanging.

17...2d6 18.cxd5 gives White
a space and development

_advantage, since the d5-pawn
lcan't be taken: 18...5\xd5??
£19.2xd5 £xd5 20.£h7++-

& winning the exposed £d5.

18.2xc4

////////////////////

N WA OO N

///////
/////

"N\

{D%w\\ D\
i\ \L%@x
Q.”]]:ﬂ}\

bE
@xx

If Black's &s were on €8 and

d8 then the position would be
balanced, but where they are
now Black's position may already
be beyond saving!

18...2xf3!
18...2f87 19.¥g6!+-;

18...)f82 19.8xd8 &xd8

92
20.%e5+- wins f7 and the
game; e.g. 20...2d5 (20...%e6
21.9xf7+-) 21.0xf700 2xf7
22.)xd5 £xd5 23.Wf5++-
material will be equal for one
ply, then Black will have to give
up the exchange to save himself
from the light-square attack.

19.gxf3 28 20.Ad5 Dxd5
21.2xd5

///////

/////////////////

/////

21...Exd50L]

21...8ac8? 22.8g1+- Black's
kingside is toast: 22...5e6
(22...0g6 23.Wixg6+-) 23.8xg7+
Axg7 24.Wc3+-,

22 .Exd5%

White is up an exchange for
a pawn and with more active
pieces.




93

22...2d8 23.Wf5 Exd5 8 8 oo fact, almost 1/2 of White's next 46.Wh7+ f6 47.Wh6+ &f5
24.%xd5 £ eb 25.2e5! ¥c8 . /%// g’;@ %% 30 moves are checks, which 48. Wh7+ ¢of6 49.2f1+ £f4
26.f4 96 P A7, might indicate time trouble, but  50.%h6+ f5 51.%xb6 5e6
6 /‘@%/ﬁﬁ 7, certainly shows who has the 52.%b7!
o| W e ] 4 & A initiative. I've included a few 52 Wxa5? We2! 53.Be1 Wf2 and
% & & 4 %/ 7 % Q/ notes the computer rates as the h—pawn gives Black some
7 / / . o ! pawn g
/ /////// 3 1 7 /// // improvements, but none of them hope.
6 /m// ‘ ////// = % _ 7, D .
// ////// 7 - % Y // % S|gr.1|f|c?antlly allter the evaluation:
5 é c%a \bs White is winnin 52...%2g6 53.Wed+ g5
//////////// / V2 / % 1 z / %/ g.
4 / / Z/ _ % / _ 54 i+ g4 55. W3 b5
3a 8 / 37...2f8 38.%a8 e8 56.2h1 Wd2 57.8xh5+ Hg5
of % / /g/ Materially, Black is ahead, 39.%c6+ 2f8 40.f5! Qd_4! 58.%h3+ ve4 59.%h1+ &f5
1 /g) / QZ ///// / ///// with QAA for the &, but his 40..Wg4? 41 ¥d6+ defending d1  60.%h3+ ed 61.%h1+ &f5
T g% & is so exposed that there's 41...2e7 42.Wb8+ #2. 62.%f1 ©g6! 63.2h1 2e5
m no way to save the game. In 64.%c1
27.f51+- 41 .@’@h6+ - /
Trading a doubled v.‘ %Kil " G ek e 041 . Wd6+ 8 %
© e w 0N | RS . */
' /
open another file for 42 Whe+ he8 ° A / /
= the &. 43.8xd4 cxd4 S|A & ¢ . A
m . 44 Wh8+! &f8 4 / / %//%
27...gxf5 28.2b2 45.8c1!+-. c] &
u Wc7 29.Wxf5 5 2 } ;/“;A // 7
Wxh2 30.%f3 a1...2e7 1 i / / E
Wha 31.8g1+ 4298 £c7 _ _u
(7)) cbf8 32.8h1 Wg5 43.%c8 Wh2
33.%a8+ 2d8 i 43...Wg3! If Black's & was on e4 then the
m 34.82d1 h5 35.f4 , N 44 f6+0+. following exchanges would give
a Wh4 36.2a2 ¢he8 & decent drawing chances; but
37.%c6+ N 44.Be1+ f6 so far back it can't support the
: N44...2e5. f-pawn or the weak queenside
Whes! dxfs
45, I X
(& Old School.




©
L=
©
—
©
O
),
7).
o
f—
&

64...%xb2+ 65.%xb2 £xb2
66.5txb2 He4 67.sc2 f5
68.2g1+ &f6 69.%d3 cke5
70.29g8

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

7 Z Z
w )

a b c¢c d e f g h

Stopping the f-pawn (due to
He8+) and preparing to win the
a—pawn.

70...s2d5 71.2a8

If Black's ¢5 pawn was back on
b6 this would probably draw, but
three isolated pawns are two
weaknesses too many.

71...f4 72.Ef8! Hf2+ 73.cke2
Ng4 74.8xf4 He5 75.2a4
26 76.s2d2 Hd4 77.2c3
2\ c6 78.2h4 Heb

1-0

Hua, Eugene (2303)
Issani, Nameer (2205)
A20

Hart House Reading Week Open
Toronto (2), 18.02.2017

Notes by John Upper

1.c4 e5 2.g3 &f6 3.292
Ncb 4.9¢c3 £c5 5.0f3 d6
6.d3 a6 7.a3 0-0 8.0-0 h6

W M 7
2 A

,,,,,, ey
%//%%% o
% @é%@%

A ek

U5 in 77
E/ %@Z@/% 7;

/////////////

a b ¢ d e f g

- N W O~ 00 O N o
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The opening doesn't promise a
tactical slug—fest — especially
not if White continues in the
usual way with e2-e3 and 9\d2,
keeping all his pieces behind his
slowly—advancing pawn wave —
but all the pieces are still on the
board, and both of Black's &s
are pointed at the White .

9.h3

9.b4 2a7 10.2b2 Ze8 11.e3
Ne7 12.)d2 (12.d4) 12...8b8
13.2de4 Hgb6 14.8c1 c6 15.c5
Nxed 16.2xe4 d5 17.4d6+
(0-1, 44) Grischuk,A (2754)-
Carlsen,M (2857) chess.com
blitz, 2016.

9...2e6 10.b4 2a7 11.2b2
11.e3 Wd7 12.¢kh2 He7 13.a4
g6 14.0d2 c6 15.9ced He8
16.c5? d5 17.2c3 a5 18.£a3
axb4 19.8xb4 15 (19...d4%)
(1-0, 39) Kuljasevic,D (2567)-

Valsecchi,A (2407) Skopje, 2014.

11...2h5 12.e3 5 13.b5
axb5

W Xw
gm % M

//////////////////
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14.cxb5

14.9xb5!? would be an atypical
capture — White's b—pawn
push is to dislodge the % c6 and

94

extend the power of the £g2 —
but it leaves White with more
pawn presence in the center,
and some tempo play against the
2a7;e.g. 14...2b6 15.c5!? £xc5
16.d4 Ha7 (16...2b6 17.d5%)
17.dxc5 ©xb5 18.a4%.

14...9ab5
14..De7?! 15.5h4 attacks h5
and b7.

15.2h2 5\f6

////////////
////////////

/////// / /////

sm\
\ o
D}\\ lo-
e \
018%

Black can improve his position
with central play (...¥d7 and
...CB) or a kingside pawn
advance, or both, but | don't see
any promising plan for White. It
might be objectively best to sit
tight with £ e2, but White lashes
out with...
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16.d4 e4 17.22d2 d5
Computers hate this move,
which has the effect of making
all four &s "bad".

18.a4 c6 19.2a3 Ef7

- 20.bxc6 bxc6 21.2b3 H\xb3
121...50¢c4! 22.8¢5 £b8-+ and

J suddenly, Black has unstoppable
" winning threats with ...&xe3 and

..Nga+.

22.¥xb3 g5 23.8fb1? f4F
24.8c5

E/

/// 7
/

8
7
6
4
3
2
1

x\
-
?‘"
N\\

7. Z
»y
24 @ /

b
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24...2b8%

N24...f3! 25.2f1 h5 Black's pawn
storm will tear the roof of White's
castle.

N24...fxg3+! 25.fxg3 £b8
threatening ...2xg3+ then
W7+,

25.exf4 gxf4 26.)xe4!
Nxed

26...2h5! 27.%d1 &Hxg3!
28.4\xg3 fxg3+ 29.fxg3 &xg3+0-

+.
27.8xe4 fxg3+ 28.fxg3 Eg7!
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a b
Black is down a pawn but is
threatening g3 and has four
pieces pointed at the White .
Tactically, both LSBs might come
off the board (if Black chooses)
and White's ¥ is currently forced
to keep the pin on the d5-pawn.

29.2g17?
29.82a30 a preposterous—looking
defensive move, but the best
available, and keeps the game
alive:
29...8xg37?? 30.%xb8 &xb8
31.8xg3+0+-;

29...2xg3+ 30.Wxg3 &xg3
31.8xg3+ ©h80e (not 31...¢bf7
32.82f1++- wins the ¥ for a &.).
Materially, Black is ahead, but
his exposed & and White’s
active pieces make it a game.

29...%c8?

Defends the £e6 and so
threatens ...dxe4, so it is
reasonable, but happens to be
bad.

Black has several other
reasonable—looking moves, but
only one that clearly wins:

29...%h47?7? 30.Wxb8++-;

29...Wc7 30.2c2!+ threatens
We3 (forking e6 and h6) and with
White's a1-&Z coming to the f-file,
after which White will have more
pieces pointed at the Black &
than vice versa.

29...Wg5! threatens ...&xh3 then
...Wg4. 30.8af10 threatens Ef8#.
30...2c7 defends f8 and renews

the threat to h3;

29...8c7!-+ puts the £ on a safe
square so that ...%h4 is a killing
threat.

95

30.2f3 £2xh3% 31.We3 &f5
32.292 ¥d8 33.cg1!
Getting off h2 means no check
from Black's DSB and no h-file
pin after ¥/xh6.

33...2h3 34.%xh6 £xg2

////////////

/x%
8////% //
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35.%e6+7?
35.8xg2? Wd70-+ (35...8xg3
36.Wxc6=);

- N W A OO0 O N ©

35.8g4!! Bxg4 36.We6+= Hh8
37.Wixg4 £e4 38.2f1! threatening
B8 and Zf7. 38...8xg30]
39.Wxg3 Wg8=.

35...22h8-+ 36.£xg2
36.%9xg2 Exg3+ 37.¢f1 Ha7-+
(37...8xf3+7? 38.che2=).

36...2xg3 37.2f1 ¥h4
38.2f6 2f4 39.%f1




48.%f5+0 and White has a
perpetual.

45.5e5+- We2+ 46.0f601 Upcoming Interviews:
46.2d67? 2d8+ 47.%¢7 (47.cbe7
Heg+-+) 47..Wixe6 48.5hd+ g7 | o GMSs Eric Hansen &

49.2xd8 W6+ 50.2e7. Aman Hambleton

W3+ 47. 9500 Wxg4 :-hael Son
48 Wxgd[d Bxgd 49.a5 ﬁgz * IM Mich J

50.a6 2f2+ 51.cbe6 g7 o HelmsKnight
39...5xg27?7? ' - 52.a7 Ha2 53.sed7

39...BEb8-+.

44..%f1+2?7? 1-0

40.sbxg2= Eg8+ 41.2g6] 44.. Wh2+0= 45.che3 Wh3+

46.5f2 8Bxgd (46...Wixg4??
+
Wh2+ 42.513 Uh5+ 43.294 47.9h6#) 47 Wi6+ bh7

— :ﬂ:iﬁ dtrategy ...
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