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2014 CYCC

Coming Soon...

Next Month...

IM Deen Hergott annotates all the winners.

2014 Canadian Open

GMs Kovalyov, Hansen, van Kampen and more...

Canada’s 2014 Olympilad

Eric Hansen, Bator Sambuev, Aman Hambleton,
Yuanling Yuan, Qiyu Zhou... more?
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is the monthly newsletter of the
Chess Federation of Canada. Opin-
ions expressed in it are those of the
credited authors and/or editor, and
do not necessarily reflect those of
the CFC, its Governors, agents or
employees, living or dead.

Submissions

The CCN is, of course, looking for
contributions:  tournament re-
ports, photos, annotated games.
For examples, see thisissue or read
the June Appendix for other ideas.

Deadlines

Currently on a case-by-case ar-
rangement with each contributor.
But chess games aren’t bananas:
good articles can be shelved with-
out going bad.

Suggestions
If you have an idea for a story you
would like to write, email me:

cfc_newsletter_editor@chess.ca

- John Upper
editor CCN


http://chess.ca

2014 CYCC
The CYCC took place in Montreal
July 15-18. A full report will appear
in the next issue of Chess Canada.
Here is the Winners List:

U8: Nameer Issani

U8g: Mysha Gilani

U10: Wenxuan Zhong

U10: Kylie Tan

U12: Sergei Noritsyn

U12g: Maili-Jade Ouellet

U14: Richard Chen

Ul4g: YilinLi

U16: Richard Wang

U16g: Uranchimeg Nyamdorj

U18: Cristopher Knox

U18g: Yan Wang

https://www.facebook.com/fgechecs

2014 CO-CoQ

July 19-26, immediately following
the CYCC, Montreal hosted a joint
Canadian Open/Championnat du
Quebec. The top section attracted
11 GMs and 8 IMs. GMs Sergey
Tiviakov (NL), Robin Van Kampen
(NL) and Ehsan Ghaemmaggami
(Iran) tied for first with 6%2/9, with
Tiviakov winning the title on rapid
game tie-breaks. IM Jean Hebert
won the U2400 section.
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A full report on the Canadian
Open/CoQ, with annotated games
by Van Kampen, Kovalyov, Hansen,
Hebert and more will appear in the
next Chess Canada.

http://www.fgechecs.qc.ca/cms/article/
champ-ouvert-du-canada-canadian-
open-prix-prizes

FIDE Honours Jonathan Berry
Jonathan Berry awarded FIDE Arbi-
ter’s Award, one of 8 so awarded
at the Tromso FIDE Congress.
The requirements for the Arbi-
ters to be awarded are:
(a) to have obtained the IA title
before 1979 (35 years of service
as an lA);
(b) to have worked as an Arbi-
ter in at least three major FIDE
events (Olympiads, World Cham-
pionships, etc.).

http://www.fide.com/component/
content/article/15-chess-news/8124-
2014-arbiters-awards-.html

o

Labour Day Events
Aout 29-31

Tournoi de la Féte du Travail
Centre communautaire Noél-Brilart,
Ville du Québec

Ven: 19h; Sam: 10, 15h; Dim: 9:30h,
15:30h

TC: 30m/75m + 30s; apres: G/40m+ 30s

August 30 - Sept. 1

Paul Hake Labour Day Open
Mount Saint Vincent University
Sat-Sun-Mon: 10, 4.

TC: 120m + 30s

Langley Open

Brookswood Senior Centre, Langley
B.C.

Sat: 10, 4; Sun:10, 4; Mon: 9, 2.

TC: G/90 + 30

Toronto Labour Day Open
Macedonian Community Hall

76 Overlea Drive

Sat & Sun: 11, 5:30; Mon: 10, 4:30
TC: 40/2, G/1 (no increment)

Upcoming Events

September 5-7

Montreal Open

College Jean-de-Brébeuf

V: 19; S: 10:30, 16; D: 10, 15:30

http://echecsmontreal.ca/chom/
index_en.html

September 12

NATO Blitz Championship

Citadel of Quebec, Quebec City
The NATO Championship is for
NATO Teams only, but there will
be an Open Blitz, starting at 1330.

http://www.natochess.com/

September 13-14
2014 Mississauga Open
UTM Campus

details: TBA

http://www.mississaugachessclub.ca/

September 19-21
RA Fall Open

RA Centre, Ottawa

F: 7:30; Sat & Sun: 10, 3.
TC: G/90 + 30

http://www.eoca.org/resources/2014-
RA-Fall-Open.pdf


http://chess.ca

October 4-5

2014 Aurora Fall Open
Royal Canadian Legion
details: TBA

http://www.aurorachessclub.ca/

October 11-13

Maritime Open
redericton
Details: 506-460-0332

Oct. 31- Nov. 2 20 1 4
National Capital Open www.echecsmontreal.ca

RA Centre, Ottawa
Details: TBA

Brebeuf College - september 5,6, 7

November 7-9
Remembrance Day Open
Mt. St. Vincent U.

e b oo Montreal Open Chess Championship

Recreation/NSChess/upcoming.html

November 22-23
Campbelleville Open
Mohawk Inn, Campbelleville Club
Details: TBA

http://www.miltonchess.ca/

November 28-30

RA November Open
RA Centre, Ottawa

d'échecs
Ahuntsic

Details: TBA

Chess Canada
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The following diagrams are critical
positions from this issue of Chess
Canada. You can treat them as ex-
ercises or as a teaser introduction
to what you’ll find this month.

//////

These “critical positions” can be:
* winning combinations
e surprising tactics
e endgames requiring precise play
e simple calculation exercises
e variation-rich middlegames
* moments when one player went see: NAYCC
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What's better: £xe5 or £xa7?

badly wrong. _
ﬁ see: Edmonton International see: Edmonton International
The black and white squares next
3 to each diagram indicate the play-
m er to move.
o THT He | [EA LW & AE
= This month, diagrams are not sort- & % - 13 B d FY = w7 .
ed in order of difficulty. 6 % :gj W% % 5 //%*% % ///// %
© | | i mamALE A B
u Solutions appear in the game anal- d K WaRE 4 %g;/; o
ysis in this month’s CCN, in the red Ay > 3%@3/% % //// /8/? 3% ///// //% ///// % /y/%
diagrams in the stories identfied ;/gé % of /%/ /%% //// A ) g///// /% ///// %g/%
m below the diagrams. Usually with  p& e n 1% //g% g@ //// 1%@%@?@@ ///// 7 E
m significantly more analytical com- 7 g% h — / 3 ff - — =N /e/f =
mentary than the rest of the game.
m Black has #12
:: see: NAYCC see: Edmonton International see: Edmonton International




(boo) the
Among

other for number of contributors:

).

the titled returnees are: IMs Bindi

Cheng,

Raja Panjwani, and Richard

About 1/3 of the contributors

are first-timers, writing about their
predict his opponents’ openings

- John Upper

Wang
* Raja & Wesley’s dueling Delchevs

e Vladimir P’s uncanny ability to

Another chronically obese issue of
Chess Canada waddles onto the
internet. This issue sets two re-
36 games and fragments with 23
Wang, and FMs Vladimir Pechen-
kin, Razvan Preotu and Jason Cao.
own games from the 2014 NAYCC.
The NAYCC organizers didn’t use
carbons or smart-boards, so the
only way to get games was to ask
the players. Thanks to Canada’s
HoD Victoria Jung-Doknjas for ask-
ing, and (of course) thanks to the
players who wrote them up!
Styles of Opening Preparation
is the emergent Theme of the
Month. Compare:

e Richard “no-prep-during-exams”

cords: one for lateness
different annotators (yea!
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What happens if 38...0g47?
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What happens on ...&g7?

see: Ottawa
see: World Open
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What happens after 19.c4

see: BC Senior
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New York, the Big Apple. The city = Host country duties for the NAYCC  This year’s NAYCC was organized  There were approximately 300
that never sleeps. If you have nev-  rotate between Canada, USA, and  again by Chess Educator and In-  players from Canada (53), Mexico
er tasted the sights and sounds of ~ Mexico. Last year, Chess ‘N Math  ternational Organizer Beatriz Mari-  (10), and unsurprisingly the major-
New York, when the opportunity  hosted the NAYCC in Toronto and  nello. Beatriz and her team worked ity coming from the host country,
o A to visit presents itself, it is hard  increased the number of roundsto  hard to make this event a success-  USA (237). 78% of players were
Y * » to resist. And when you add the 9 in order have the NAYCC qualify  ful one. Her team included Dora in the U8, U10, U12, and U14 sec-

e L Wprospects of winning a FIDE title, it as a FIDE Continental Tournament  Letica, Chief Arbiter Walter Brown  tions. There were only 67 players in
3’5;‘,?};}??: only beckons a young chess player  and thus, be able to award direct  IA, Computer TD Aaron Kiedes,  U16 and U18. This was mainly due
TN even more so. And that was the  FIDE titles: and TDs Aris Marghetis IA, Ru-  to older players having scheduling
scenario for this year’s 2014 North U18: IM/WIM Title dolph Abate, Oscar Garcia FA, and  conflicts to take mandatory school
American Youth Chess Champion- u16: IM/WIM Norm Noreen Davisson. exams. With fewer than nine play-
ship (NAYCC) held in Tarrytown, Ul4 & U12: FM/WFM Title ers in the girls’ sections, organizers
New York. U10 & U8: CM/WCM Title combined the U8 Open/U8 Girls
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and the U14 Open/U14 Girls, which
enabled them to still provide sepa-
rate awards to the Open players
and the Girls Players.

Team Canada Support
Team

onths prior to setting foot on-
site, various Team Canada Support
Team Members were already hard
at work in planning sessions to
deal with team budget, team polo
shirts (custom chess design, con-
tacting 50+ players for sizes, order-
ing shirts, delivery, etc.), planning
Team Canada at NAYCC Facebook
content posting and subsequent
planning for team photos, organiz-
ing the Team Canada Awards and

Celebration Event, confirming offi-
cial Canadian representation play-
er status, confirming special bursa-
ries, planning for fun team events,
and the list goes on and on.

Simply said: GREAT work from a
GREAT Team!

This year’s outstanding Team Can-
ada Support Team Members are:
HoD: Victoria Jung-Doknjas
CFC President: Vlad Drkulec
CFC Youth Coordinator: Frank
Lee
Assistant HoD and NAYCC Arbi-
ter: Aris Marghetis
Team Canada Awards and Cel-
ebration Coordinators: Christina

Tao and Jennifer Cheong

Official Team Canada Photogra-
pher: Jim Foote

Appeals Committee and Desig-
nated Person: George Zhou

Funding for Team Canada
Normally, most Canadian youth
funding goes to the World Youth
Chess Championship (WYCC). For
the 2014 NAYCC, the organizers
provided 4 free (shared) accom-
modations nights and breakfast
for the 12 official Canadian repre-
sentatives from each section:
U18g:Regina-Veronicka Kalaydina
U18: David Itkin
U16g: Rachel Tao
U16: John Doknjas
Ul4g: No Canadian Players
Ul4: Jeffrey Xu
U12g: Rinna Yu
U12: Rohan Talukdar
U10g: Kylie Tan
U10: Neil Doknjas
U8g: Mysha Gilani
U8: Alan Bui

left: Jim Foote, George Zhou, Chris-
tina Tao, Victoria Jung-Doknjas,

Jennifer Cheong, Aris Marghetis

above: Christina Tao, Vlad Drkulec

8

For this year’s team, the CFC Youth
Fund made provision as part of the
budget that was developed at the
last WYCC, as authorized by CFC
Youth Coordinator Frank Lee, CFC

President Vlad Drkulec, and the
CFC Executive. The CFC Governors
were also quite supportive of this.
This funding allowed Team Cana-
da to get team polo shirts with a
cool custom chess design [editor -
see margin bug], team awards for
the celebration event, and special
bursary recipients of $300 was
made available for kids who fin-
ished top three at CYCC and had
not received official player status
at WYCC: Joanne Foote (U18g), Al-
lison Tsypin (U12g), and Cindy Qiao
(U12g).
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Venue Prep Quiz Canada meeting, where we distrib- rite TV Show, Sponge Bob Square
Onsite, the tourna- ™ | One of the  utedthe Team Canada shirts, took Pants is on! Do you have time to
ment venue was [ e -hallen ges the official Team Canada at NAYCC watch the entire 30 mins without

with having 2014 team photo, and where the getting forfeited?”

a large team  Head of Delegation, Victoria Jung-  After conferring as a team, they
There were 3 tour- spread across  Doknjas, played a little game called ~ provided their answer: “No, be-
nament  rooms: the many Team Canada at NAYCC - Q&A  cause forfeit occurs 30 min. after

one for the Merged U8 section,  provinces of Canadaistofindsome ~ Game” with all the players. Play-  the start of the round.” Yes! Fist-

another for the U18 Open and U18  way to bond as a team. The NAYCC ~ ers were asked to come up front  bumps all-around!
Girls sections, and by section, introduce themselves,

at the DoubleTree
Tarrytown Hotel.

the main tourna- and answer questions. The U16 Open and U16 Girls were
ment room for asked:

the U10 Open/ For example, the U10 Open and Please describe the steps to claim
U10Girls, u12 U10 Girls came up and were asked: a threefold repetition in the fol-
Open/U12  Girls, “You are getting ready to play lowing situations:

Merged U14 sec- Round 1 in the 2014 North Amer-

tion, U16 Open/ ican Youth Chess Championship. i. When your opponent moves
U16 Girls. There The start time is 6pm and you are and the position now on the
were two waiting rooms for the  Organizers provided a huge meet- about to leave your hotel room board has appeared (at least) for
parents and separate skittles  ingroom,Salon 5, for our first Team when you see that your favou- the third time.

room. Good room temperature,
air conditioning, good lighting,
and ample space.

Tournament Rooms: Combined
U8 Section, U18 Open and U18
Girls, and Main Tournament
Room for U10 Open/U10 Girls,
U12 Open/U12 Girls, Merged
Ul4 section, Ul6 Open/U16
Girls.

Top: U18 room
Middle: U8 room

Right: U12 Prep Quiz
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Answer: Pause the clock, call the
arbiter over, and claim the draw
due to threefold repetition.

ii. You are about to make your
move and that move will result
in the same position ap-
pearing (at least) for the
third time.
Answer: Do NOT make the
move; but, instead write
down your move. Pause
the clock, call the arbi-
ter over, show the arbiter
the move you are going
to make on your notation
sheet, and claim a draw
due to threefold repetition.

This game with the Team Canada
Players had a two-fold purpose:
Get our kids to work together and

start to get to know each other by
having fun as a team. Another way
to bond is to face adversity as a
team...

One of the best things about being

Two are better than one, because they
have a good return for their labor: If ei-
ther of them falls down, one can help
the other up.

Ecclesiasties 4:9-10

part of a team is that we can turn
to one another if we need help.
And that help was needed early
on...

Clocks: Much sought after
scarce resource!

Players and families were taken
by surprise when it was discov-
ered that we were required to pro-
vide our own
clocks. A lesson
well-learned for

future tourna-
ments  played
in the U.S. This

left the majority
of our Canadian
crew scrambling
for clocks as
Round 1 com-
menced. The
problem facing us was almost like
a text book probability and stats
question: Given that only 14 of
the 53 Team Canada players had
brought clocks, what is the prob-

10

ability that we would require addi-
tional clocks to safely cover all 53
players each round? Added to this
was that there was a 75% chance
if a Canadian was paired with an
American player, that the Ameri-
can player would have a clock.
During Round 1, as the players
played, Team Canada parents gath-
ered for an emergency meeting to
brainstorm and take clock invento-
ry. We came up with ideas includ-
ing buying 20 clocks (est. $1000
expense), arranging for overnight
delivery of clocks from a Cana-
dian Chess Club willing to lend 20
clocks, checking our NY contacts
to see if they were attached to a
NY chess club willing to lend clocks
(they were, but their clocks did not
have the increment), seeking assis-
tance from the NAYCC Organizers
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(who did not have enough clocks
to lend out), etc.

Eventually, as a group we came
up with the following plan: We
asked for volunteers to be Section
Team Leads (U8, U10, U12, U14,
U16, and U18). If a Canadian player

ad a clock, he/she would not put
t out and instead wait to see if the
opponent produced a clock. If so,
the Canadian player gave his/her
clock to the Section Team Lead
to distribute to another Canadian
player in clock-need. Due to the
diligent team efforts of our Section
Team Leads and parents, Round 2,
3, and subsequent rounds went
comparatively smoother. Thank
you Section Team Leads and other
helpers:

U8: Noor Issani (Nameer’s Dad)

U10: James Tan (Kylie’s Dad)

U12: Qing Ming (Wenyang’s Dad)

U12g: George Zhou (Lily’s Dad)

U14: Bo Peng (Richard Chen’s

Mom)
U16: Christina Tao (Kylie’s Mom)

U18: Penny Changrongyu (Qiyu '.

Zhou’s Mom)

Extra-Ordinary Technical Sup- l\'d

port: Toto Surya (Benito’s Dad)

Masters of Swag!

Jennifer Cheong, Christina Tao
Victoria Jung-Doknjas

Team Canada Awards
and Celebration Event
As many families planned to re-
turn home right after the NAYCC
Awards Ceremonies, we sched-
uled the Team Canada Awards
and Celebration Event between p#
the end of the last round (9) and B
the start of the NAYCC Awards s
Ceremonies. Christina Tao and g™
Jennifer Cheong took the lead
on planning a wonderful event
focussed on celebrating the
achievements of our Canadian
Team. Lots of hours were dedi-
cated to planning the event; and
shopping _ -

and nego- (€
tiating
for

for the kids to enjoy. Christina
and Jennifer did an excellent job —

thank you ladies!

Each Canadian player was
presented with a special
- _ certificate with their

| name on it, signed by
; | CFC President Vlad

in the planning
. and decision
| stages, and
| who provid-
ed tremen-
2| dous support
and help in
> mov-
ing

g: Congratulations!

JoshAua Doknjas

11

big administrative road blocks — a
big thank you to you Vlad!). In ad-
dition, each player was giving two
New York souvenirs (a watch, a
mug, a mini-note pad or a stuffed
animal) to remember their time at
the NAYCC where they represent-
ed their country proudly.
Certificates were also given to
the Section Team Leads in recogni-
tion for their help throughout the
tournament. Similarly to the Team
Canada Support Team; but, in ad-
dition, the Support Team received
a very special and well-deserved
gift: A team photo signed by all the
Team Canada players.

Canadian Youth Chess Team
North America Youth Chess Championship
Tarrytown, New York
June 12-16, 2014
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Awards Ceremony . X o NORTjRERICAN YOUTH
The success and accomplishments i ot .. B : (F;:Hampionship
of our Canadian kids are largely - At "
due in part to the love and support
they receive from their families.
Congratulations to our Canadian
players and their families! At the
¥ NAYCC Awards Ceremony, 13 Ca-
" nadians received top 5 trophies.
Those who won top 3 places also
earned a FIDE title:

L i)

vany ?T‘ ); I - 0¥
U18 Girls: Qiyu Zhou won 2nd place and the

U16: John Doknjas won 3rd place and the Candidate Master |
Woman FIDE Master (WFM) title. :

(CM) title.

U12 Girls: Lily Zhou won 3rd place and the
Woman Candidate Master (WCM) title.

3

I
U18: FM Jason Cao won 5th place

U14: Richard Chen won 3rd place and the

U14: Kevin W, 5th place. : :
e i Candidate Master (CM) title.

Chess Canada
June 2014
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U8 Girls: Julia Kuleshova won 1st pf_ace and is the 2014 North American
Youth Chess Champion, and FIDE Woman Candidate Master.

U8 Girls: Mysha Gilani won
2nd place to “rewin” the Wom-
an Candidate Master title.

‘ e ’é i wq
U10 Girls: Kylie Tan won 1st place and is the

2014 North American Youth Chess Champion, and
FIDE Woman Candidate Master.

2014
HORTH AMERIC
Ghess Champio

U10: Nicholas Vettese

won 2nd place and the
Candidate Master title.

U8: Nameer Issani won 2nd place]
and the CM title.

Chess Canada
June 2014

U10: Kevin Low won 5th place.
= U8: Aahil Noor Ali won 3rd place and the CM title.




Final Remarks

In the TV series “Lost” the crash
survivors of Oceanic Flight 815
realized early that they would ei-
ther need to “Live Together or
o 28 Die Alone”. To be part of a team
s * ¥ means more than wearing the
X f Falisame red shirt as the next player.
e8|t means when spirits need to be
fzf}jﬁ? lifted, when a lending hand needs
to be given, that we are there for

our team mates.
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| am so proud to be a Member
of this Team Canada at the NAYCC
2014. Throughout the tournament,
| saw players and families encour-
aging one another, interested in
each other’s well-being, and help-
ing and sharing scarce resources.
This is a very wonderful thing to
see and experience. We are all
richer for being part
of such a tremendous
team effort.
Many, many fami-
lies have
helped
in mean-
ingful
ways.
Thank
you all
for doing
your part.
In addi-
tion, Team
Canada
had an
A-M-A-Z-|-
N-G Team
Canada
Support
Team
that of-
ten went

—

14

above and beyond in order to Victoria Jung-Doknjas, Head of
provide the very best for our Ca- Delegation and Member of Team
nadian players and their families. Canada at NAYCC 2014

Great to see, great to be part of. |Celebration Dinner Eldorado, a 24-

Congratulations Team Canada! hour diner across from the tournament
venue was the setting for the post-
NAYCC Team Canada celebration dinner.

Bughouse Fun in Salon 5.
= I+l Il

A
V2018, |
NORTH AMERICAN YOUTH

-“'-"}..*,_»
¥

Canada Imports Precious Medals from USA

back: Lily Zhou, Qiyu Zhou, Richard Chen, John Doknjas, Jason Cao
front: Kevin Wan, Aahil Noor Ali, Nameer Issani, Nicholas Vettese, Kylie Tan, Mysha Gilani
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GAMES

Chess Canada is pleased to feature
12 games from the 2014 NAYCC,
with 11 of them annotated by the
players!

otes by Qiyu Zhou
Zhou,Qiyu
Yu,Jennifer
41

NAYCC 2014 - U18g (1),
12.06.2014

This was the first round of the
North American Youth Chess
Championship in Tarrytown, New
York. It was starting about one
hour behind schedule, due to the
lack of clocks. The tournament
did not provide clocks, and some
people of course did not bring any
due to the lack of information. The
pairings came out right before the
game, and since all the players
were sitting in the playing hall, no
one had time to prepare. My op-
ponent was from the US.

1.e4 e5 2.5)f3 d6 3.d4 exd4
4.5xd4 Hf6 5.2c3 2e7 6.93
0-0 7.£92 Xe8 8.0-0 Hbd7

///////

9.0f5

| have never seen this opening
before so | spent some time on
the transition between the open-
ing and middlegame. Another
move | considered was 9.b3!7.

9...2f8 10.f3

10.Wd4 Heb 11.2f4 2xf5 12.exf5
Wd7e,

10...Eb8
| didn't quite understand this
move, as my opponent didn't
make any advances in the
queenside later either. More po-
sitional was 10...2b6.

11.£2e3 b6 12.%d3

Qiyu Zhou

15

12...2e6

| believe 12...2xf5 would have
given Black a small advantage
13.exf5 d5 14.2xb6 axb63.

13.E2fe1 d5 14.2xb6 axb6
15.e5 2d7 16.20d4 c5

Reinforcing the pawn structure
with 16...c6 would have been
better: 17.f4 £c5 18.5\ce2 6.
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has a nice plus.

34...Bee7 35.f5 gxf5 36.gxf5
Red7 37.f6+0 <296 38.e6+-
¢bxf6

38...8xd5 39.e7 £xe7 40.fxe7
Bxer 41.8Bxer+-.

T A
2 2 A

) 7
%x/z/w/;
@0 w0

8%8%/%”%

M W A OO N
@
N Ta
\ @
R
\®
N
x\

N\
\
\\

40.2xb7
Winning immediately was
40.5f1+ g5 (40...50g7 41.8xb7
is a much better version of the
game for White.) 41.2e4 &g6
42 .25+ cbgd 43.8xc5.

40...2d6 41.8f1+

41.2ee8! £xb8 42.8xf8+ cheb
43 Exb8+-.

M...shg7 42.8g1+ £2h6

s| O »
7%@/ /i%a
6§ T & /,
5%W _
s &
<5 >
LB
I AN O
a b ¢ d e g h
43.2c6

And White had a nice material
plus for the rest of the game and
won eventually.

43...2xb8 44.8xd7 Hxd7
45.8g4 Hf6 46.2xb4 2e5
47.a4 Dd7 48.a5 b8

»|
_ 7 ,,,,, A
Ian W

abcde

- N W A O O N

49.a6
This allows Black to get two
pawns for the 4. Keeping the

pawns would have won more
quickly: 49.8b5 £c7 50.b4+-.

49...Hxa6 50.2b6+ s2g5
51.Exa6 £xb2 52.2g2 h6
53.¢kf3 2d4 54.2d6 £c3
55.%2e4 h5 56.2d3 £b4 57.c4
¢h4 58.%2d5 £a5 59.c5 £c7
60.h3 £g3 61.c6 svxh3 62.c7
h4 63.c8%+ ©h2 64.5d2+
£f2 65.8xf2+ g1 66.2a2 h3
67.%Wc1#

1-0

Notes by Rachel Tao

Eng,Rachael (1850) -
Tao,Rachel (1627)
c02

NAYCC 2014 - U16g (1),
12.06.2014

1.e4 ¢5 2.59f3 £ c6 3.c3 €6
4.d4 d5 5.e5 ¥b6 6.2d3 2d7
7.2c2 Nge7 8.b3

17
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During the game | believed that
the move b3 really weakens the
pawns on c¢3 and b3. Also, it is
blocking the White Bishop to
move on the a4-d1 diagonal.

editor — Very often the French
defence is a strategic battle
between two bad &s: it's well
known that Black's light-squared
£ has limited prospects behind
the f7-e6-d5 pawn chain, but

it's less well known that White's
dark-squared £ is almost as
badly restricted by pawns on
e5-d4 and (often) f4. This game
is eventually decided by the fact
that Black succeeds in activating
her bad £ while White does not.

8...0f5 9.&xf5 exf5 10.0-0
cxd4 11.9)xd4 Hxd4 12.cxd4
Hc8
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— a3; therefore, there will be a 8 = the dark-squared £s with £c1,
;@@/ /.E% weakness in the position. Also, 7%%%} %/ %%@% which would leave White with
//%} %%/l at this time my Bishop pairis ~  [* 7y S the better minor piece.
» % _ much stronger than the unde- | % %% - » _
iry \t/)IeIoEeg Ignci\weak Knight and i f@%%g/&% %% 22..¥g6 23 ¥xg6 hxgb
i YOUTH Ch, 7 Y ocked Bishop. R S ) '
' E . ////// ] g I n / 7 /@4/ . 24.f4 g5 25.93 g6 26.2f2 b5
o, T R A 27.8c1 g4 28.2d2 a6 29.a5
7 & % 2 / A /&é
B AR 15.2c3 We6 16.Wf3 £.c6 g w2 £f8 30.b4 £b7 31.2b3 Ec4
Y A 1%2% b 9
By 17.a4 0-0 18.2fe1 £b4 SRR T
e f g h

Now because the b4 square
is not being controlled by the
a—pawn, | took advantage and
created a pin.

The reason that | delayed
castling is because:

1) my King is safe so far, and

2) | believe that controlling
the c—file at this time is im-
portant (for later too).

19.H2e3 Efe8 20.2e2 2d2
21.82d3 £2h6 22.%h5

/

%//% //////

- N W 0O N

abcde

13.2b2 2b4 14.a3 Ke7

Because | am controlling the
c—file, the advantage is leaning
my way.

oL e K
'y LY
'%/%;%
/x%x%

/8/ % %

A - |
%/ L ) } |
///// % gg% 1 | - }

abcdef

32.£2c3 Bec8 33.%e3 6
34.%d3 &f7
KING ACTIVITY!l

- N W 0O N

abcde

- N W PP OO O N
®§§
\1

35.2h1 £e7 36.h3 2h8
editor - Here, or on one of the 37 /\g1
next few moves White should
consider trying to exchange

The reason that | moved
...&2b4 was to trigger the move

Rachel Tao
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The White Knight and Rook in
the corner is very passive.

editor — White should have tried
37.h4 and hoped Black would
have trouble figuring out how

to open lines for her &s. Black
plays the remainder of the game
expertly: the Hc4 and £e7 keep
White tied to the defence of b4
and d4, and her £h8 keeps the
?g1 and Eh1 tied down, so now
she activates her "extra" piece:
the bad light-squared £b7.

37...fxeb5
| took this €5 pawn because to
open up either the f-file or to
open up the fourth rank for my
Rook to be active.

38.fxe5 g5 39.2b2 2c8

40.8hh2 gxh3 41.Bxh3 Exh3
42.5\xh3 f4 43.5g1 L5+

////// 7.

%

a b ¢ d

editor — The formerly bad light—
squared £ now becomes an
unstoppable force.

44.52d2 fxg3
45.5b3 g4 46.2De2 b
295+
Now | am bringing
in my Bishop pair
into the endgame.

47.she1 £2h4
48.%f1 £d3
49.2e1 &xe2+

0-1

Joshua Doknjas

Notes by Joshua Doknjas

Doknjas,Joshua (2024)
Zheng,Andrew (2177)
NAYCC 2014 - U12 (3),
13.06.2014
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12.8957!=

This leads to an equal position.

| calculated here for almost half
an hour, but in the following line:
12.e5! dxeb5 13.d6 £f8 14.%xe5
£c8 | missed 15. Wa4! which
would easily give White a huge
advantage:

Analysis Diagram

z%g @% %

/////////////

///////////////

T e
vE B

"By
88 /////, HaK

X

- N W P 00 N

/////////////////////

A) 15..b5 16 )xb5+-.

B) 15..)d7 16.£95 (16.¥xg5
176\b51+-) 16...16 17.)g6! A
hxg6 18.Exe6+ Bf7 19.¥b3 Hc5
20.EeTH.

C) 15...£d7 16.1d4 £c8
17.8d1+-.

12...e5 13.22d2 0-0 14.5c4
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¥c7 15.2e3 b5 16.1f3 ¥d8
17.De2

T W E
% /.e.éf x

/ VZ ()
E%;%;% @

75 Z
Z M

- N W A OO0 N

fgh

17...0e8
17..%xd5! We both missed this
but it wouldn't give Black a great
advantage due to the weak-
nesses on the d—file. 18.2xe7
Nxe7 19.2ad13 and White has
control of the d5 square and will
build pressure on the d6 pawn.

18.2xe7 ¥xe7 19.g4!?
Strange move, preventing ...f5.

19...96 20.2h1 Hg7 21.8g1
h8 22.Wg2 5

- N W A OO0 O N o

23.f3?'%
23.gxf5 gxf5 24.f3= this stops
Black from playing ...¥g5.

23...Wg5 24.5c2 fxe4 25.fxed
Hac8 26.2ac1 h6 27.h3 ¥h4
28.¥g3 ¥xg3 29.8xg3 Ec4
30.2e3!?

S,

/7 Z 7”//@
L B
x%ﬁ%é%%y%
Ny
/z/g/g%
g%,/@/,%

&
g h

- N W A OO0 O N o

. 5
a b ¢ d e f

| felt it was time to twist the po-
sition, and it turns out this was a
good move.

30...2xe4 31.8c7 Le8 32.8a7
b4 33.shg2 277!

33...2b5 34.8f3 Hf5! 35.gxf5
&xe2 36.2g3 g5 and Black has
a slight advantage.

34.2f3= g8 35.2xab £xd5

7T Ee

" s

/%// ////////////5
7 7/ -
7 T Z&
ﬁ% /x/ /A%

%

- NN W P~ OO0 N

36.2xf8+ &xf8 37.2xd5
Bxe2+ 38.52f3 2d2 39.5\xb4
Bxb2 40.2d3 2d2 41.ske3
Eh2 42.7f2 8g2?!

6 Z Z @
7%7% 772 ,,,,,
eg%/a /x%
‘ ///;/8%
28///Qéﬁ§%
W %

abcde h

‘Q\
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Slightly dubious and gives White
a small advantage, but probably
not enough to win. Also, | was in
time trouble.

43.2xd6 &f7 44.2d7+ &f8
45.2d5

45.52f3 Bg1 46.0d3%.

45...Bg3+ 46.2e4 Ba3 47.2d2
Hab5 48.9\d3 Heb 49.h4 Hc5+
50.2xc5 Exc5 51.2Ed5 Ec4+
52.¢2f3 Ha4

Y2="/2

Notes by Joanne Foote

Foote,Joanne (1757)
Zhou,Qiyu (2262)
B25

NAYCC 2014 - U18g (4),
14.06.2014

1.e4 c5 2.)c3 & c6 3.g3 g6
4.£92 £g7 5.d3 6 6.f4 d6
7.2f3 Hge7 8.0-0 0-0 9.2e3
Nd4 10.%d2
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So far the moves have been
very standard and in accor—
dance with theory. This move
however differs from the main
line of 8ab1. | first saw this idea
in Spassky—Petrosian World
Ch. Match 1966 (1/2-1/2) and
decided to use it here. The line
was successful for me this tour-
nament, as | in fact used the
same move in another game to
achieve a win.

10...2b8 11.2d1

This, followed by c2-c3 is the
main idea of 10. W¥d2. The obvi-

ous downside is the inactivity of
Nd1.

11...b5 12.c3 Hxf3+ 13.2xf3

13...8b7
My other game this tournament
with this line continued as fol-
lows: 13...b4 14.d4 bxc3 15.bxc3
cxd4 16.cxd4 d5 17.e5.

14.d4 c4 15.292

This move is unnecessarily cau-

tious. 15.d5 exd5 16.exd5 a5
17.2e1 2e8 18.2f2=.

Joanne Foote
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15...%c7 16.g4!? 5

%7 » ///

- N W A OO N

a b

This is a necessary move, as
one of White's main opening
goals in the Closed Sicilian is to
push f4-f5. | was surprised by
the speed with which my op-
ponent played this move, as |
had spent quite a bit of time on
g2-g4.

17.2f2 £c67?!

It is unclear what the purposes
of this move are. ...2a8 imme-
diately would have been more
efficient in clearing the b—file.

17..fxed 18.Hxe4 Hd5 19.9g5
Wd7 20.2ae1 b4 21.cxb4 Nxb4
22.8xb7 Exb7 23.b3 Hd3
24.8b1 d5 25.5f3 In exchange
for White's outpost on €5 and
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the potential target on e6, Black
has a very well-placed Knight
on d3 as well as pressure on
White's Queenside.

18.d57?!
18.g9xf5 exf5 19.d5 £a8 20.e5
£fd8 (20...dxe5? 21.d6) 21.e6
b4 Black must try for coun—
terplay on the Queenside since
White dominates the center.

18...exd5 19.exd5 £a8 20.g5
5\c8 21.2d4 Hb6 22.8xg7
Wxg7

8.2.%5?
o &
5%} 7 ///// 1
4%%%%
3% <5 " Ve
2l A8 W e A
-
- /%ﬁf‘é@/
a b ¢c d e f g h
23.2ad1

23.8ae1 Ebe8 24.5e6 Zxeb
(24..Wif7 25.8fe1 Exe6 26.2xe6
Ze8) 25.dxe6 We7 26.£xa8
Bxa8 27.8e1, and a possible
continuation could be: 27...5e8

28.b3 Ha8 29.bxc4 bxc4 30.Wd4
Nc7 31.Wxcd Dxeb6 32.9d3 W7
33.¥cox.

23...2fe8
...\a4 immediately was poten—
tially better for Black; this was
not played until much later into
the endgame.

24.Efe1 W7 25.8e6

///////

Y .
%////g/x
A 22 & |
%x/g/xg
%5% iy
%y%@/%/

V eaze. ’/,,,,,7 //////

1//2/@

A
a b ¢ d e g h
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Pressure is mounting on d5, and
against such a strong opponent,
| wanted to trade pieces to re—
duce this pressure.

25...8xe6 26.dxe6 ¥xeb
27.%xd6 ¥xd6 28.2xd6 £xg2
29.shxg2

There is not much to be said
for this endgame now; White's
Knight is not ideally placed but
as long as White doesn't al—-

low Black's pieces to penetrate,
White should be able to hold the
position.

29...2e8 30.2f3 f7

30..Hel 31.5d1 Bf1+ 32.¢hg3
Bg1+ 33.2f2 Bh1 34.2g3=.

31.2d1 Be7 32.8d2 eb
(Here there was an error on my
scoresheet. The moves from 32
to 34 are approximate, however
the rest of the game is correct.)

33.82e2+ 2d6 34.¢0f2 Exe2+
35.cbxe2 d5 36.ke3 Na4d
37.¢0f3

22

- N W A 00 N

37...ckc6

37...a5 38.9e3+ (38.b3? cxb3
39.axb3 b6 40.50e3 a4 41.bxa4
bxa4 42.50d3 &\c4 43.%c2 The4-
+) 38...%c5 39.5d1 b4 40.cke3
¢d5 41.h4 ches 42.5he2 dch
43.cxb4 (43.@63? a5 44.50f3
Nxb2 45.9xb2 bxc3-+) 43...
axb4 4453 dc57.

38.b3 cxb3 39.axb3

3% % =1 .
1/%b c d e f//{%h
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39...5¢c5
039..9b6 40.b4 Hd5 41.h3
¢bb6 42.h4 a5 43.bxa5+ Bxas
followed by ..£ka4 and ...£tb3,
when either £c3 or £f4 is lost
and Black wins.

40.b40= Ded 41.%e3 &d5
42.2d3 a6 43.He3+
At this point, I finally released
the Knight that had spent the
majority of the game sitting on
the back rank, the trade—off of
my opening novelty of ¥d2 with

£\d1-c3. | offered a draw, which,

after some consideration, was
accepted.

Y2="/2

Notes by Nameer Issani

Issani,Nameer (1977)
Trakru,Rohun (1625)
co2

NAYCC 2014 - U8 (5),
14.06.2014

1.e4 €6 2.d4 d5 3.e5c54.c3
2c6 5.2f3 cxd4 6.cxd4 ¥bh6
7.9c3 2d7 8.a3 a5 9.Ha4
¥c7 10.2d3 f6 11.2f4 f5

Nameer Issani

8 %/%/%/4
7%;%g% i
s & & |
s%/%;gx//

4y K &
s%//g/@/

2%% . g/ //////
ﬂ%w//@”’i/ﬁ

After this move, | thought this

is the time to attack because 5
looked like quite a weak move as
his Bishop on d7 was stuck.

12.82c1 Wd8 13.2¢c3 Ha7
14.%e2 &e7

- N W A~ OO O N

%

//////
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T

//////

% %
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e f g

At this point, | decided not to
castle because he could not do

anything to my King. A pawn
storm or a pawn sacrifice looked
like a good plan to me.

15.h4 h6 16.h5 Bc8 17.g4
fxg4 18.2g6+ $f8 19.5H)h2

- N W A 00O N
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| was expecting ...£g5 but after
..2e8 | knew | can win if | play a
few strong moves.

19...8e8 20.¥ixg4 £f7

21.8xf7 oxf7 22.Wg6+ &f8

23.8g1 £9g5 24.2xg5 hxg5

25.8xg5 We7 26.2g3 Wf7
editor — Black can just about
survive with ... 6.

27.8f3
8 Y
6 /}gf%
5 %8
4 / |
g
3 P’
2 & féﬁ
» A
1 ////
g h

Instead of ...%\f6 my opponent
decided to play ...¥xf3, but ei—
ther way: White is winning and
the game is over.

27.. ¥ixf3 28.5\xf3 Bh6
29.¥g4 Hb5 30.%f4+ she?
31.5xb5

1-0
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Notes by John Doknjas

Wheeler,Cameron (2395)
Doknjas,John (2171)

A30

NAYCC 2014 - U16g (5),
14.06.2014

This game was the fifth round
of the tournament, and | had 2%
out of 4 points. The leader had
3% and his pursuer had 3, while
six others (not including me) had
2 points. In order to have a
chance at the top 3 places, win-
ning this game was important.

X i %@%

%g/;%
%////2/ ////// //////
A A

%&% %@%

N W A~ OO N

e g h

In this position my opponent was
going to eventually play e4-e5
with a strong attack in the center
and the Kingside. However, he
had not taken enough time to
defend on the Q-side and | was

able to break with:

20...b5! 21.cxb5 axb5 22.b4
Wc4?! 23.a3

o[E % E e |
/ % g—‘///‘é‘
e
) TR/ ?///%V%
4 ﬁg%éw/%
JiEngy '
- 7 o
W BE &
a b ¢ d e g h
23...%c6

23..%b3 This was what | was
going to play after 22...%c4.

However, | did not see the strong

move 24. We2! Keep in mind

that | had under 15 minutes here

while my opponent had over an

hour, so often | was just trying to

make moves. 24.%e2! Now b5
is hanging and my Queen is out
of play. If nothing else, White will
be playing e4-e5.

24.g4!
Now | have wasted two moves

and the b4 pawn is protected.
White has the right idea by

building a strong pawn storm
on the K-side. Here | decided
to bring my Knight to c4, putting
pressure on Bb2 and a3.

24...0d7 25.8c1 ¥b7 26.%e2
Hab8 27.g5 Edc8 28.h4

//////

§\§ N
\»§
\

28...Bc4?
28...2f8 Avoiding the pin shown

in the variation to 29. Wg4 below.

However, it would have been
difficult to play such a move as |
felt that | needed to play quickly
or else | would get mated on the
K-side.

29.%g47?
29.5xb5! Exc1 30.8xc1 Wxb5
31.Wxb5 Exb5 32.8c7 £cb
33.8xe7 f8 34.Hc7 Hxed Al-
though material is equal, White

24

is close to winning due to his
strong passed pawns on the Q-
side.

29...8bc8 30.h5 ¥c6 31.60h2
2b6

- N W s~ 00O N o
N \\\\ \ @\W Q
h’ N
N
Q

| thought that | should be a bit
better here. White does not have
enough pieces to participate in
the pawn storm while Black has
plenty of pressure on the Q-
side. The only problem was that
| had a few minutes left while my
opponent still had plenty of time
to think.

32.g6 £f6 33.5g1 We8?!

33...%d7 The engine prefers this
move, because now there are
no tricks with Hxb5 and »Hxd6,
forking the Queen and Rooks.
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34.gxh7+?! 5 8 W e 47...%xg5 48.Wh8+ che7
34.)xb5! &xb2 35.2xd6 White q 7%%% \Q% %@/%% 49.%xg7 Wh5+ 50.52g2 We2+
is much better here. e 5 2 )7 ) 51.2h3 ¥f3+ 52.%g3 Wh1+
- S f 53.%h2 ¥xh2+ 54.2xh2
34...sbxh7 35.%g3 Wf8 36.e5 . | A @g? 55.8293 Hxh6 56.52f4
dxo5 " . / Y -l
2| & W g @
[ £ W | | BB N | B o
7%%%‘%@ a b ¢ d e f g h abcdefgh
sV 4/ A /& 41.2xe5 &xe5 42.fxe5 ¥h8 47.h6?? |
It B 43.5 g5+ s©g8 44.h3 Simply allowing me to
. % Wy @/ take on g5. | was playing
| @2 ””” 7 % 7 /Qﬁ o @ 7 T @% on the 30 second incre—
/////// » _ » %/ P ///% o ment here, while my op-
W H B . . Ak ponent still had minutes
shede o ol //‘// _ left. So, | am not too sure
5 / i / ///// A if he thought that this was
37.0e4? sl A m// // ) a better try than 47. @h8+
A mistake, as this allows me to 3%% // % //g or if he just did not see
play ...Ec2+ and simplify things. 5 @ // // ng /% that | could take g5.
Y 2
37.fxe5 &e7 If | had reached this a b c de f g h 47 Wh8+ e7 48 .Wixg7
position in the game | was plan-— During the game |
ning to play ...2h4+ and grab 44.. Nxeb thought that | would give
the pawn on h5: 38.2)xb5 £h4+ 44. Wixe5?? 45.Wa8+ Wh8 checks with my Queen
39.50g2 Exc1 40.8xc1 Bxh5 46.Mixb8#. here and some tactic
when the position is probably would eventually ap-
about equal here. pear. However, it turns
45.%c2 ¥Wd8 46.Wh7+ f8 out there is nothing for
me here. The best move
37...Hc2+ 38.8xc2 Hxc2+ is 48...%d4 with a small
39.89g2 Exg2+ 40.%¥xg2 Hca advantage.

John Doknjas
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Notes by Lily Zhou
Zhou,Lily (1816)

Kao,Camille (1887)
D12

NAYCC 2014 - U12g (6),
15.06.2014

.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.e3 &H)f6
4.0f3 25 5.2¢c3 €6 6.2h4
296 7.2xg6 hxg6 8.g3 Hbd7
9.292

//////////////

%/ 7 7
%/i/%m%iz/é

T4 aaa
Bl

///////////////////

5w man

8
7 s il
0 Aw® B

abcdefgh

- N W P OO0 N @

| sacrificed the c4 pawn trying
to get the Knight stuck on b6,
which leads to a bad Knight.

9...dxc4 10.¥e2 Nb6 11.0-0
£e7 12.2d1 0-0 13.e4 Ec8
14.2e3 2b4 15.295

o  EW Ed |
Ty Ty
7/ - ?/ %/ 7/ - ?/ »
 AAEAT )
%/ & % /ﬁ/
28 A %@gg%
8 z%

abcd

15...Wc7

15...2e7 She passed the test!
Now [I'll probably just put my
Bishop on 4. 16.&f4

16.a3

| guess | could do something like
this —16.£xf6 gxfé — giving her
a very weird pawn structure.

16...2x¢c3??

m;%;%x%
% % @

/

///////////////////

%ﬁ% /z/ @

a b ¢c d e f g h

- N W A OO N ®
A \% \

| think Black's move is just terri-—
ble, letting me push the a—pawn.

editor — | thought this was ter-
rible too, but the line Lily gives in
her next note suggests it might
actually be (surprisingly) good
for Black!

17.bxc3

O17.2f4 would be better | think
17..¥d8 18.bxc3=.

17...0h77?

A transit from equal to worse.
N17..%ad! is a viable option
18.Wc2 Wab3.

18.2f4+ We7
18..%d8 19.a4 a5 20.2db1+-.

19.a4+- Efd8
19...)d7 20.%¥xc4 &fd8 21.&c1+-

19...a5 obviously, if she does
this, then she gets a terrible b6
square, which | can control eas—

ily.

20.a5

26
20.2db1 g5 21.2c1 Wic7+-.

20...20d7 21.¥ixc4 e5 22.2e3
exd4 23.cxd4 Ddf6

a b ¢ d

24 . 2ab1!?

I'm really not sure about this
move... sacrificing my Bishop
pair.

24..5\g4

And, she didn't take: 24...%9\xe4
25.2xe4 Wxe4 26.8xb7+-.

24..5Y8 25.2h3 $eb 26.f3+-.

25.2c1

Giving up my connected Rooks,
but it doesn't block any pieces.

25...¢57?7?
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What? 25...5f8+-. position. 28...Ec2 29.Wf4 Wxf4 +) 33...2cd7 34.&xa7 Bxd1+ at endgames: she has no entry
30.gxf4+-. 35.8xd1 Exd1+ 36.82g2 Heb+. point on the c—file, it's all pro-
26.8a3 tected.
Pins her Queen. 28...@h6 29.e5 32...2dc8
o YoUTH 29.f417+- not so sure, so | didn't | can see Black is not very bright ~ 33.2bd1
: “ 26.. Wf6 move it.
26...2xf2 hardly improves any-
thing 27.soxf2 Wie+ 28.2g1 cxd4  29...¥ 5% 30.We4
29.We2+-, 30.8d3 g5 31.2bd1 £e6
32.8xb7 Hca+.
27.%e2 cxd4

30...%xe4 31.&xe4

8
144  aaA o|  HE W ]
o| Wa 14k diA
: o B Eam
: i B
3| ‘ 7/X// %
: R R
1 | @ = g%

%ﬁ/ﬁ% &

e g
28.£b27?

But | have to admit, this move is 31...8c7?
pretty bad, giving up a lot of my N31...4g5 and Black has air to
advantage. breath 32.£xb7 Hc4t.
028 Wxg4 and White has 32.8xd4+-
reached the goal. But | was Not 32.£xd4 Hg5 33.2xb7
feeling it was too complicated (33.Bxb7 Bxb7 34.2xb7 Heb-

to risk since | already had better

Lily Zhou
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033.8b4!? b6 34.axb6 axb6 38.8xc7 Dxc7 39.£d4 e7 44.2d5 627 54 Wc3#.
35.8xb6 Hg5+-. 40.82xa7 d7 41.a6 Nb5 She probably gave up here.
42.8b6 50.a8% £)f5
33...2g5* 34.£92 Heb 45.e6+ 2d6 46.2c4 Hc7 50...g5 doesn't get the bull off
s, 35.82d7 sl 7 7 % 47.2 xcT+ the ice 51.%c6 f5 52.Wc7+ the8
E n35.8b4 Bb8 36.2d6+. 7%%%@% Yy i . 53.2b5+ ©f8 54.Wd8+ ¢bf7
o|la & ///‘ al 55.868+ de6 56.1d7+ f6
5%@ ” % W 8 % ) % % ) % 57.%d6#.
35...521877 a7 /% VB &k
Leads to further unpleasantness. 4 Y, _ » _ 6|8 = Y Y
N35..Exd7 36.5xd7 b6 3% % . /// // 4 % © %/ AA 51,126
| 7 K K {ven w /% 51.1c6 bf 52.2e6 §ixg3
T = = T 53.Wd6+ she8 54.Wd7+ b8
36.2xb7+- Exd7 37.Exd7 1 % 5 % 3 % ? o n S, A 55 WifT# °
9 o K S
2\ .,
I H B I
8 //% @//%% 42..5g4 = b o d 6 T 5T 51...2d6
& /g/ = / 'y ¢ I'm guessing, she has nothing 51..8d4 a fruitless try to alter
of / m/ 3 W to do, but 42..5f5 doesn't get 47.. oxcT the course of the game 52.Wa7+
i W the cat off the tree 43.a7 Hxa7 hd6 53 Wixdd+ Hc6 54 Wd5+
////////// u 44. & xaT+- 47..<uc5 does not save the day
4 / / / _ 48 o7 doxed 49.68W b3 50,47 &e7 55.Wc5+ b7 56.£d5+
U K e 2 hab 57.£c6 15 58 Wib5+ a7
PP -D 55 51,28 £1d6 52 Waad+ Gb2 o '
o| & O B Y editor - | think this and the next 53 Wel Hed 54 Weal#. 59.5b7#.
1% / - few notes (the ones calculating
e T g h all the way to mate) were gener- 52 Wa7+ H\b7
ated by the Fritz "autoannotate" 48.e7 &d7 | 5'2 f8 does not improve any-
37, Hc72? feature. | left them in anyway, if 43...@f7 doesn't improve any— thing 53 Wb8+ £c8 54 Wxc8+
only to show a few synonyms for thing 49.e8% {\d8 50.a7 %c6
Why does she want to ex— 2190 losing” 51.a8% a4 52 Wabs# che? 55.Wc7+ che8 56.2b5+ ¢hff
change? I'm ahead in material! g- ' ' ' 57.Wd8+ &f7 58.2c4#.

37...Ec2 the only chance to 43.f4 Dh6 ' 49.a7 Qx_g _ 53.%xb7+ s2d6 54.%d5+
get some counterplay, though 43...g5 doesn't change the out- 49..d6 is not the saving move 54 Wb+ he7 55 McT+ hes
it won't be enough: 38.2a3+ come of the game 44.£f3 Hh6 50.e8% g4 51.a8W dc5 56. & b5+ bfg 57 Mid8+ hf7

hg8+-.

45 .fxg5+-.

52 Wace+ b4 53.He1+ a3
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58.2c4#.

54...sbc7

Queen and Bishop is enough

to checkmate a hopeless King
now. | plan to leave her pawns to
reduce the chance of stalemate.
No point on seeing any farther.

Kylie Tan

2014 North American Youth Chess
Champion U10g

Notes by Tony Li & editor

Qi,Katherine (1572)
Tan,Kylie (1424)

A52

NAYCC 2014 - U10g Tarrytown,
NY (7), 15.06.2014

1.d4 26 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 Ng4

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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O O ‘\ =<
\\\\
\\\
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White has a few options here:
a) e4 is considered best;
b) &3 is natural and flexible;

c) £f4 is a little more committal.

In many queen's pawn open-—
ings White would love to put

his dark—squared bishop on b2.

More concretely, ...g5 allows
Black quick development.

d) Wd4 is the sharpest move
and should only be played by
those familiar with the theory.

For example, after ...d6 (de—
fending the knight) exd6 ..£xd6
if ¥xg7 then ...2e5 ends the
game.

editor — It's true that White has

a lot of options, but I'm not sure
it's true that 4.e4 is considered
best: top GMs play other moves
more frequently, and the move
White played in this game (4.e3)
has been played by both Kasp—
arov and Mamedyarov, who is a
specialist in the Black side of the
Budapest. It might be TMI, but
it's worth considering mentioning
that 4.2f4 keeps the pawn, since
Black almost always has to play
...f6 to avoid getting squeezed.

4.e3 Hxe5

Black need not hurry to recap—
ture the pawn:

a) ...d6! continues in the gambit
spirit;

b) ...&b4+ and then ..&Hxe5 and
now White needs to prepare

to get his bishop to b2.The text
move allows a3! and White's
bishop gets to b2 easily.

5.2h3

There can be a few reasons to

29

move the knight to the edge: at—
tacking another piece with tem-
po, maneuvering to an outpost,
or winning the bishop pair. Since
#h3 achieves none of these, it
has to be considered dubious.

editor — In general, | think Tony’s
notes are pitched well at a be—
ginner-level players. But at least
two of them seem to me more
like Tony had a teaching maxim
in mind —(& on the rim..., cap—
ture toward the center...) — and
applied it when he found he had
the chance, even though in one
of those cases the maxim is
wrong.

An important one is right here:
5.h3, which Tony says is bad
because it puts a & on the edge.
That is the sort of advice very
commonly given to beginners,
and it almost always applies to
the staple 1.e4 e5 games an-
notated for beginners. But here
it is bad advice. In fact, 5.9h3 is
the most popular and highest-
scoring move for White Its point
is to direct the & to d5, which
we might think of as a pseudo-
outpost: it's not a true outpost
because Black can use a pawn
to attack that square, but do-
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ing so with ...c6 will permanently 757 7 13...2xd2 14.%xd2 ¥xf5 16.2ad1 Hg6 17.Hxg6 ¥xd2
. i R @%
weaken Black's d6 pawn. W{%é ////%‘;/é‘ 18-dﬂ'th218@3 ke b
///// D mk = % eaitor — 1o..«2ef+ Is trickier, bu
%ﬁ/ L Ké not better: 18...&4xe7 19.Exd2

5...2bc6 6.2 f4 2b4+ 7.2d2
d6

Maintaining the tension and
opening the diagonal for the c8
bishop.

8.2e2 £f5 9.59¢3 0-0 10.0-0
Hc8?

%g/«g/ B oo

/

%;/g}%
%m/z/%

. Ae
/@@3%

///////

o y /%/ , /// ,
4y /&/ 5@7@/ A4
5w 2

a b ¢ d e f g

- N W A 00 N

Black's first inaccuracy of the
game. They say rooks belong

on open files. On the c—file, the
rook is biting on granite. Better is
connecting the rooks with ...¥d7.

11.2e1 Wg5? 12.e4!

////////%8//%

////// e 'a”
%7/ /@//’//// /%//
iy s ] ngg/g
N z/ &
B wE o

- N W A0 N

Exploiting the discovery on the
queen. If the bishop moves then
£e6! wins the exchange.

editor — Actually, White doesn't
win a full exchange, but an ex-
change for a pawn (2 vs Q4)
and White would also be left
with three isolated pawns on the
Q-side, which is quite a lot of
compensation. So it's not entire—
ly clear that she wouldn't have
been better playing something
slow like 12.%)fd5 or 12.a3 rather
than 12.e4!?.

12...2xc3 13.exf5?

13.bxc3 is best, and after
13...2xe4 14.f3 296 15.9e6
White wins the exchange for a
pawn and can prove her advan-—
tage by opening the e—file with
f4 at some point.

///////

//////////////

///////

////////////////
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Similar to move 4, Black hur—
riedly takes the pawn. Instead,
because the White knight is
pinned due to the loose queen
on d2, Black can take her time to
win the f-pawn:

a) ...a5 and the knight on €5 is
eyeing the ¢5 square via d7.

b) ...2e8 prepares to contest
the e—file.

15.b3 Pg5!

Fortunately for Black, White was
not alert to the awkwardness of
the knight on g4 and gives her
opponent a chance to re—pin the
knight. Now White has to guard
the loose queen, allowing a se-
ries of exchanges.

Bfe8 20.2g4 &)c6+.

18...fxg6

/g//%
%g///

/////

£ % Ba A A

/////

e, /////
2
W / -

e f g h
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\
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This is the human move, es—
pecially for a youngster. But

the threats on f2 are superficial
and f3, if forced, isn't particu—
larly weakening. In capturing
away from the centre, Black
gave her opponent a chance to
get back into the game by giv-
ing up control of the e6 square.
Black should have heeded the
time—tested advice: whenever in
doubt, capture towards the cen-
tre! After ...hxg6!, Black can pro-
ceed to win the e—file as White
seeks to avoid exchanges.




editor — | agree with Tony's
comments about f2 and 3, but

| have my doubts about the

rest. Capturing toward the cen—
ter is usually good because the
capturing pawn helps control
central squares, which are usu-
ally slightly more valuable than
flank squares. But when there
are very few minor pieces on the
board (as there are now) centre
control becomes less important.
Maybe Black thought — quite
reasonably — that capturing with
the f-pawn allows her to:

1) activate her & along the now
half-open f-file (not neces—
sarily to win 2, but just to have
more squares to move to);

2) centralize her <& faster and
to fight for the e—file with &f7;

3) possibly shut the e—file by
creating a & outpost on e5
(the &f8 prevents f2-f4, and if
g3 then ...g5o!

FWIW, Stockfish and Houdini
rate both captures as only a few
centipawns apart.

19.294

editor — While | think it's true that
18...hxg6 was better, it is actually
a much less significant mistake

than this move: 19.2f3 — pre-
paring to take the \c6 and use
the e—file — is much better than
£g4. White would be down a
pawn, but it would be a four-2
ending where White would have
good drawing chances.

19...Ece8 20.2e6+ &h8

21.2de2 Hd4 22.2e4 Exeb

23.5xe6 Hxeb 24.2xe6
Black is a pawn up but White
controls the only open file and

her rook is about to penetrate to
the 7th rank.

24...56g8 25.f3?

| ois
% // wEA

- N W A OO N

a b ¢c d e f g h

White should seize the oppor—
tunity to repeat the position with
25.8e7!, when 25...8f7 26.5e8+
18 27.2e7. To avoid the per-

petual Black would have to play
the very passive ...2c8 when the
king is cut off from the activity.

editor — 25.f3 is a terrible move
and deserves a "??". The line
Tony gives above is correct and
actually illustrates why capturing
toward the center on move 18
would have been better. If Black
had played ...hxg6, then after
25.5e7 Ec8! it would be possible
to bring the Black <& across to
expel the White & without hang-
ing any pawns along the 7th
because the White & would be
attacking £c7 (defended by &c8)
and &f7 (defended by the e8)
rather than pawns on c7 and g7.
In effect, capturing with ...fxg6
has made White's & on the 7th
more powerful because it has
made its attack across the 7th
rank "longer".

25...50f7 26.H2e4 He8

Black is in control of the only
open file and is winning. Howev-
er, there is some work left before
ice cream.

27502272

editor — This is the second sig-

31

nificant mistake in the game and
reveals a serious misunder-
standing of endgames. White
allows Black to trade into a
trivially winning pawn endgame
when the endgame with &s on is
much harder to win. Much better
is 27.2f4+ (keeping the Xs on)
followed by &f2 (keeping Black's
g out).

27...Exe4 28.fxe4

The rooks are off the board and
White has an isolated pawn
which can be easily blockaded.

28...c2e6 29.2e3 ®e5 30.g3
g5 31.h3 h5 32.b4 ¢5 33.a3

I n
%x%/%yx
J %// %

_
%é/%/ %
%%%@//

5y
B E R N
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\\\
\ '\s\'

There is a breakthrough pattern
in king—and—pawn endgames
known as "The Box". Here 33...
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b5? 34.bxch5 dxc5 35.cxb5 intro—

duces unnecessary complica—
tions, so Black prepares to an—
swer cxb5 with ...axb5. Thus,

33...a6!
And the rest is technique.

34.bxc5 dxc5 35.a4 b6
36.22d3 h4 37.gxh4 gxh4
38.%2e3 g5 39.2f3 chd4
40.22g4 soxed 41.sbxg5 wd4
42.vxh4 soxc4 43.52g4 b4
44.h4 c4 45.h5 c3 46.h6

c2 47.h7 c1¥ 48.h8¥ g1+
49.2f3 hxa4d 50.%h6 i1+
51.22e4 Wb1+ 52.%2d4 a5
53.%c6+ b5 54.%e8 ¥h4+
55.2d3 ka3 56.c2 a4
57.%e5 a2 58.22¢c1 Wb1+
59.cbd2

Time for ice cream.

59...%b2+ 60.%xb2+ chxb2

Black came out of the opening
in very good shape. She then
blundered with 11...%g5, but her
opponent did not see the line
which wins the exchange. In—-
stead, White lost a pawn. White

then won the open file and could
have forced a perpetual with 25.

He7, but missed the opportunity
and instead allowed her oppo-—
nent to trade rooks and create
an isolated White pawn. At this
point, the game was winning for
Black and she showed excellent
technique to win.

editor — | like the summary at the
end. To me what is remarkable
about the game is how well both
players played the opening and
middlegame (5.h3!, 12...&xc3!)
and the contrast with the terrible
decision to exchange Zs into a
trivially losing pawn ending.

0-1

Notes by FM Jason Cao

Cao,Jason (2330)
Williams,Justus (2366)
B42

NAYCC 2014 - U18 Tarrytown,
New York (USA) (8), 16.06.2014

Before the game, Justus was
tied with Alexander Katz with
points. However, those two were
a solid point ahead of the rest

of the players so | had to win to
create chances of playing for
first place.

1.e4 c5 2.20f3 e6
Justus has played the Sicilian
Paulsen many times before so |
was happy to see this move as |
had prepared for it.

3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 a6 5.2d3
Hf6 6.0-0 ¥c7 7.%e2 d6 8.c4

2 N Lyl

. w
%

»» v
a8 )
% .

Y B
% ﬁé %‘@% %

7 _

L7 75 7 4,
(o}
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Trying to prevent ...d5 and ...b5
ideas that Black might have.

8...2e7 9.2¢c3 2bd7 10.f4 0-0

11.&2h1 2d8

11...b6 is the main move but
...2d8 is fine and can transpose
into the 11...b6 line.

12.£2d2 b6 13.2ae1 &b7

32
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14.9f3
Preparing the move e5.

14.e5 right away drops a pawn
because 14...dxe5 15.fxe5 Wixe5
16.2f3 (16.Wixe5 {H\xe5 17.8xe5
Exd4) 16.. ¥xe2 17.2xe2 Hc5.

14...2ac8 15.b3

Protecting my c4 pawn as my
Bishop on d3 will soon move
away.

15...%b8

Black is going to put his Queen
on a8 exerting pressure on the
long diagonal.

16.2b1 ¥a8 17.20g5
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17...b57?!

This move is not very sound and
Black will have to play precisely
in order to gain compensation
for the pawn.

18.cxb5 axb5 19.2xb5 £a67?!

19...£c6 was better, keeping the
bishop on the long diagonal.

W EE &
. /m@x%

/////////////

g./ ¢x %
%

///////
/////

—‘I\)(JO#O'IO)\IU)

cde

20...h67?
Here, Black had to play 20...e5

preventing White from playing €5

himself.

21.2xf7 soxf7
Black is forced to take.

22.e5
The only move that does not get
crushed right away. Any Knight
move from f6 will be met by
23.exd6 with ¥xe6+ to follow.

22...dxe5 23.fxe5 Hxe5
24 ¥ixe5

24.£f4 was better but the text
move still retains a large advan-—
tage.

24...¥d5 25.%e2

////////

£ 14 i
/@3//&/// .,
A7 //% |
A
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////////////
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Of course White does not want
to trade Queens as Black's King
is not very safe.

25...2d7?

25...Wxd2 26.Wxe6+ Hf8
27.2h7+- Better was 25...5c5.

26.b4

With the idea of eventually mov-
ing the bishop to a2, attacking
the pawn on e6. However the
computer pointed out an even
stronger move,

26.2xh6!! After 26...gxh6 27.8d1

W6 28.Wh5+ Black can move
his King to 3 different squares
but they all are met by the

)
(o]
QO
<
(®)
n
(&)
\
w
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same plan from White. 28...c2g7
29.Wg6+ oh8 30.Wixh6+ shg8
31.¥g6+ ®h8 32.2det

Analysis Diagram

>
/ @ %

///////

g% % % %
%g/ / /
. / ///// //é%&é
%g% ////// E/

cde

4th§mﬂm
\ A\
\
\
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Moving the Rook away to safety
and threatening to lift the Rook
to the 3rd/4th rank and deliver a
check on the h-file. Surprisingly,
there is not much Black can do
against this.

A) 32...2b7 is the best 33.5f4
(33.82f37? would be a mistake
because of 33...Wixf3 34.Wh6+
¢bg8 35.Wig5+ ©h8 36.gxf3
&xf3+ 3756g1 &c5+ 38.551 g4
39.%h4+ g8 40.2e4 Bf8!=
Black has serious counterplay.)
33...1xg2+ 34.Wixg2 £xg2+
35.¢kxg2 and White should be
able to win this ending without
too much difficulty.

B) 32...£d8 33.2e4! ¥c5
34.8xf6 £xf6 35.Wixf6+ Hg7
36.%h6+ g8 37.Wxe6+ 2h8
38.Wxa6+-.

26...52f87?!

%%% @/%

//

The King wants to get away
from the a2-g8 diagonal in view
of my Bishop eventually going
to a2 but it was better to offer a
trade of Queens with 26... Wc4.

27.4f4
27.2xh6! was stronger, as after
27...gxh6 28.2a2 Wc6 29.2xeb
Black's King's exposed position
gives White a decisive advan-
tage.

27...8xb4?7?

Black had to play 27..Wc4. Jus—
tus was in time trouble here

and in such a sharp position he
misses my nice tactic.

28.2a2 Wb7 29.%xe6! £xe1

i -
/g/z/%&w
2 %%%74
2 .
A @7%
/ / / %

///ﬁ/%>
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30.Wg8+!! Hixgs
If 30...che7 31.8xe1+ Hed
32 .17+ d8 33.Wf8#.

31.2d6+

Black's only move 31...5be8 will
be met by 32.2f8%#.

1-0
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Notes by Richard Chen
Capocyan,Sam (2098)
Chen,Richard (2071)

A59

NAYCC 2014 - U14 (8),
16.06.2014

Hello, welcome to my analysis
of my game against Sam Capo-
cyan during the 2014 NAYCC.
This round was a crucial round
because if | won | would have
chances of getting the CM title
(which | did).

1.d4 2f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5

ﬁg@@@ E

////////////////////
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A
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The point of the Benko Gambit
is get an early development with
lots of attacking chances.

4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 g6 6.2c3
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Richard Chen

&xab 7.2f3 d6 8.e4 £xf1 | like this move because it allows  19...d4 20.2e4 Nd5 21.%c1? =
9.¢bxf1 Hbd7 10.g3 pieces to pile up on the a—file £g5 seems like the best move j%%% %//% %// /E/%%
while protecting the d6 pawn. here. 7 //% //% //%
Also, the move ..¥a8 (with ...e6 6| ///*////*//
’ ; ) R R
8 might have a strong diagonal at- 5%/ //// ?E// s )
(OWAN YOUTH Chss 7 tack on the ®92 21... D\ xf4+ 229Xf4 g,hG 4 ///// ////%//% //%
: 6 Attacking the f-pawn. Imme- 3|l WAL A
© 13.2d2 Wa8 14.%c2 e6! duately taking advantage of the | A - . - _
: This move opens up the diago— ' 1%% - {/// - f%éé f /g/// -
° nal with lots of attacking threats. 23505 &xa5 24.fxa5 Hxe5
2 []
15.dxe6 fxe6 16.2he1 d5 ongy £Xgo £3.IXgS xe
1WH 25.%xc5
17.e5 He8 Bab
Preparing the Knight to transfer .
0 d5 3 im
In my opinion h3, ¢th1 then ©h2 0 do. mediately
is better because the King is would have
safer compared to the King on 18.£f4 Nc7 19.a3 been bet-
g2. ter because
Black keeps
7 |
10... 897 11.2g2 0-0 12.h3 ma //% his d4 pawn
B2 1. ‘a4 %4 and plays
a ok~ A & | .Zab. The
s AK&S point of
4 %%/ /% Z@Z % ..Babis to
W8 BN VA A transfer it to
» /g/ % % b % eb putting
. / . pressure on
- B BN the Knight.
a b ¢c d e f g h
Here | calculated that after 19...  26.¥xd4
d4 20.5e4 ©d5 would win the Df3 27.We3
pawn back for me. Re5 28.%g3




’p\“ YouTH Cg;_(_r)
(3

28...5xg5

| missed a mate in 12 here. |
should have taken the Knight on
e4 instead | took the g5 pawn
with the Knight. This is the mat-
ing combination:

28...Exe4 29.Wxed4 Wb8+
30.52g2 (30.58g4 H\h2+ 31.5bh4
Bf4+ 32.Wixf4 Wixf4#) 30...Wh2+
31.f1 Hid2+ 32.e2 Wixfo+
33.chd1 Hxed 34.8xed Bd8+
35.%c1 W1+ 36.2e1 ¥d3 37.b4
Hc8+ 38.50b2 Wic2#.

29.2xg5
Taking on g5 is forced.

29...8xe3+ 30.Exe3 Wh8+
31.sbg2 Wif4

/ /

,,,,,,

\\\—‘\I\) w h\%@ N
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31... Bxf2 would have been
much better. It simplifies to a
winning endgame. | played ...¥f4
because | didn't want to trade
and instead | wanted to continue
to attack.

32.5f3 e5

White can do nothing to stop the
e—pawn for now.

33.2f1 e4 34.2)d2 Wg5+
35.%h2 Exf2+

abcde

Here | thought Black is com-
pletely winning and the game
was basically over.

36.2xf2 Wxe3 37.2g2
W4+ 38.5g1 e3 39.5)f1
Wf3 40.2g3 h5 41.%2h2

®h7 42.59e2 Wed 43.5c3
We5+ 44.2g1 ¥d4 45.2h2
g5 46.2h1 g4 47.hxg4 h4
48.2h2 W4+ 49.0h3 W3+

0 0 7
5 B
//////%
%//,//7
/////g%
////// %myw W
& B |
%//// /

a b ¢ d e g h

N WA OO N
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Setting up a mating net if White
takes the pawn.

50.sh2 s2g6 51.g5 Wfa+
52.5hh3 Wf5+

White has to take here or the
game is lost.

53.2h2 h3 54.8e2 &xg5
55.82c2 cg4
editor — 55...%xc2+!

56.2e2 ¥Wf4+ 57.cbh1 &f3
58.a4 ¥g3 59.b4 h2

White resigned here.
0-1
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Notes by Allison Tsypin
Tsypin,Allison (1320)
Kao,Camille (1887)

C51

NAYCC 2014 - U12g Tarrytown,
NY (8), 16.06.2014

Camille Kao was the official
representative of the USA in our
Girls Under-12 group. She has
already played in Under-12 in the
2013 NAYCC Toronto last year.
For me it was the first tourna—
ment in this category, because

| am ten years old. | am 1 year
and 8 months younger than her!

1.e4 e5 2.3 Hc6 3.2c4
£2ch 4.b4

% ’ . %y
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Camille has a USCF rating of
1887, and my CFC rating is only
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1211. Frankly, | was quite scared
of her! When | saw her games
in the big American tourna-
ments she won this spring, she
played calm strategic positions.

| thought that my only chance
was to do something sharp, so |
chose Evans Gambit.

4...82xb4 5.c3

There are three possible an-
swers: ...2ab, ...2e7 and ...&ch.

5...2c5 6.d4 exd4 7.0-0

| decided to give another pawn
for initiative, trying to take my
opponent away from what was
comfortable for her.

7...20ge7

It seemed to work!
Camille was think-
ing for a long time
on that move, so

| understood she
didn't know this
opening; ..2e7 is
an imprecision.

8.cxd4 2b6

Alison Tsypin

8
%
6
5
4
3
2
dars w ann

g h

This position is better for me.
Even though | am a pawn down,
| have the center, more space,
more of my pieces are out, and
her King is still in the center. This
is the key position. | didn't find
the best move (9. £g5) until later
on a computer.

This is an imprecise move be—
cause | could have attacked.
The essence of any gambit is
to keep the pressure. Instead, |
slowed down the attack and let
Camille get her piece out. This
was my weak moment in the
game. | had two better moves:
9. d5 to send her Knight to the
edge of the board, or 9.)g5!
with an attack:

9.2g5 0-0 10.¥h5 h6 11.Dxf7-.

9.%g5 d5! 10.exd5 A%xd5?
11.DXFT! oxf7 12.¥h5+-.

9...0-0 10.d5

If she plays 10... 2\b8, then | play
11. d6. If she plays 10... 2b4,
then | respond with Zb1. 10.2g5
was also possible.

10...5a5

Now Black's Knight is not play-
ing at all.

11.2d3 d6 12.£e3

| hoped she would play ...&xe3
and | would get the 'f' file, but
Camille was too experienced to
fall for that.

12...g6 13.Ec1
| wanted to attack the c7 pawn.
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13...294 14.h3 £xf3 15.¥xf3
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| think in this part of the game
her experience showed. Be-
cause | chose the moves that
were not strongest, Camille was
able to exchange pieces, which
benefited her.

15...0e5 16.%e2 Hxd3
17.¥xd3 £xe3 18.fxe3

Al C—
\2/ zéé
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21.8fe1 Bad8 22.2d5

My Knight is very strong on d5
since it attacks both sides of the

| captured with a pawn rather
than Queen because | really
wanted that f-file and also didn't

ing with a pawn, ...bxc6, would
be better for her because then
my Knight would be restricted!

defend during the whole open-
ing, and it was not pleasant for
her. She was sitting hunched

want to let her Knight out. Inter— By captur- chess—
- estingly, the computer indicates ing with her board.
that this was objectively worse knightshe | My opponent looked very upset. She was hunched | 5, s
than capturing with Queen. gave me over the board again and was not making her | knight
access to Sh k t lg . t f . 1 g blocks an
8. o6 19.dxcE d5 and b5 move. € Kept glancing at me irowningly every isolated
A.t. .h(i)me I.s:vf/: better moves on squares. | few seconds. pawn on
the computer: Ef5, $1e2. orised by She is so much taller than me, I would feel in- |}
hermove. | timidated... were it not for the situation on the 29 Was
editor - FWIW, my computer Maybe her | haoard,
says Allison's move was best. Itmpa??(nqeht tZ)Ié.@’b3
o get Knig
into play | believe
19...2xc6 impeded her chess judgment? over the board and clenching her this move weakened the c6
fists. By now, she thought her square; ...2d7 would be better
W position was equal or better. She for Black.
8% %/ /E(;%% 20.Ecd1 Wb6 relaxed, put her back against
T //‘/ » /// 2 A@//‘ the chair, and started making 5
6 %/%é%/é// //% s[E 7 B | moves fast, looking confidently 24.8c1 DeS 25.5ed1
5 / ) / /////// 13 into my eyes and pressing the
s 7 & 74 & % //} ‘% clock firmly after every one. | 8 E
T o wad | jock firmly after ever By |
////// . N s s clearly sensed that she was . /‘/é
2| & // / / A ////% _ very confident and believed she 6 / ///// /%
W #® /H %) {77 /é _ > _ was on a path to victory over ) ’/ %%
— = 3| Zﬁ%fﬁ% A me. It was scary for me... But | o m% %%
2| & / o / A % forced myself to concentrate on 4 /// //%/?
//// . 3
Camille was waiting for so man 1 % / ﬁ / ﬁ the Moves, not her expression, »
moves to do sometﬁing with hery : " and | discovered that by.movmg ° % % / /8/%
Kni so fast she was still leaving me 1 o ;)
night, so she captured very o : =
There was a lot of tension in that chance to continue my attack. g

quickly and there was a big
smile on her face. | think tak—

game. Initially, Camille had to




I'm controlling an open file and
a lot of squares. It is very hard
for my opponent to play. The
White Knight on d5 is better than
the Black Knight on e5.

That was a blunder. Camille
probably wanted to move her
Knight to d7-c5 to attack my
Queen and pawn, but she didn't

| couldn't control my emotions.
So | did as my Dad always tells
me: stood up, got away from the
board and walked in the aisle,
breathing deeply until | regained
composure.

27...¥g5 28.2xd8 Exd8
29.2xd6

29.... Y\ c6 would attack the
Queen gaining a tempo, and
would block the c—file that | con—
trolled.

30.Exd8+ ¥xd8 31.¥c3 h6?

This is also a blunder. 31... g6
would at least save the Knight
after 32.%c8 Wg8 33.Wb7 etc.,
although White is still winning. |
think that Camille was very up-—

see my response. ° /%% ZE@ %%/@a set with her initial mistake 25.... | remembered that while my
7%// y A 1 ?‘é/‘ #d7? She didn't want to resign opponent still has her Queen,
! 2 B but she was not putting up a there is always a chance of
26.5e7+ ©h8 27.5¢c6 5% ////// / ////// % . \Qf defense that would prolong the perpetual check, so | didn't want
A / / ’% Y ame. to let Black Queen away from
R %/ /% ﬁé/ /% J the 8th rank. The computer later
8 » %,// E 0 @/%//@ WV W - é showed that | could have won
7%2//%%// _ } ¢ 1 } 2|7 /// / sy 32.¥xe5 more quickly by playing 35.5c7,
® %*@@%%/ %,/ B / %) | am winning but during the
SV@// / J / J / J a b oo the piece and game | was
4 % % £ % % . . the game. | only thinking
3%@% % % a By this moment Camille looked was able to of restricting
O VY very upset. She was hunched convert my ad— M her Queen.
2 A - .
1% HWHY @ over the board again and was vantage quick-
— f// e, - not making her move. She kept ly, although
glancing at me frowningly every with one im- 35...Wg8
. few seconds. She is so much precision. 36.2c8 b5
| am winning the Exchange and taller than me, | would feel intim—- 37.8xg8+
getting back the pawn | sacri- idated were it not for the situa— dxg8
ficed in the gambit. This was the tion on the board. 32...%h7 38.2f2 g5
moment when for the first time in 33.Wf5+ g6 39.¢hf3 h5
the game | let myself think that 34.Wxf7+ &h8 40.e5 b4
there is a real chance for me to 29...5e5? 35.W%ph7 41 '@ ed b3

win the game. | was so excited This also feels like a blunder.

42.axb3
Alison Tsypin DoubleTree Tarrytown
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a5 43.22f5 g4 44.52g6 gxh3
45 W g7#

Camille was a very good sports—
man and shook my hand firmly,
even though she had tears in
her eyes. She ran away from

the hall but | still sat at the table
and wanted to savour the mo-
ment. It felt so good! This is the
strongest opponent | ever beat.
My two most memorable tour-
nament games so far were when
| won against the President of
the FQE in 101 moves when |
was eight years old, and when,
needing only a victory (3% points
against 4), | won with Black
against the leader in the fifth
round of 2013 Montreal Open

to win my section. This victory
against Camille felt as good! The
best part was how all my friends
in Team Canada, both kids and
adults, celebrated with me. Ev-
eryone was so kind and con-
gratulated me and my Dad: Vic-
toria, Jennifer and James, Toto,
Christina, Alex and Marina. They
called it the biggest point upset
of the tournament. | was so hap-
py | was running and jumping

all over the lobby with my friend
Kylie, who had a great tourna—
ment and became a champion

in her section! | learned from this

game that if | choose the right
strategy it is possible to over-
come even a much stronger
adversary, but | need to always
stick to my plan. If | let down the
pressure and allow the opponent
to equalize, she would turn on
me. If | decided to attack, | have
to do it all the way.

1-0

Notes by Nicholas Vettese

Hong,Andrew (2109)
Vettese,Nicholas (1943)
B80

NAYCC 2014 - U10 Tarrytown,
NY (9), 16.06.2014

Going into the last round, | was
certain | was going to be third
place, because in order to be
second | had to beat a 2100+
opponent. During this game,
when | saw my winning chances,
| realized that | could become
second!

1.e4 ¢5 2.3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.5xd4 Hf6 5.5c3 ab 6.2e3
e6 7.f3

//////////////////

/////////////
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7...b5 is maybe what
| should have played,
because it is more
popular and played
by many top players.
8.Wd2 Hbd7

8.¥d2 Hbd7 9.0-0-0

Theory suggests 9.g4
and | think that move is
better for White.

9..20e510.g4 2e7
11.g5 Nfd7 12.f4
9c4 13.2xc4 ¥xc4

Nicholas Vettese
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14.h4 19.Wxb4? d5! 20.We1 d4. 22...fxg6F 23.2hf1 A\c5 29.5Yf5
| think Andrew should have 24 ¥g2? Desperation attempt.
played. 14.f5 because it is more 19...a5 20.h5
aggressive, and Black has to ) ey .
) ok cattion. o~ He A 29...gxf5 30.exf5 Lb7!
(oW YOUTH Gy, 8 7%3&% 2/2? / ¥ Wins another exchange.
‘ | 7 & ads
14___b5! 7 5%/% / ///W///% //%mw
| have to start an attack on ° e A //// 7 /8/% - % 3‘;.1c4b$,)§f3 bablv bett
White's King before my Kin Stk T & AT AL b wy ey ...bxc3 was probably better,
tarts t ? roubl y ”Ring 4 3 & % 2 0 because the Rook is not going
starts to get in trouble. o| & / 8%% %%@% anywhere
3 » L, w0 1) v 1) '
15.652 2 3//%/% L ot e .
This is a mistake because now 1 / @ %) 32.5xf3 Wd7 33.f6 Web

34 Wh5+ 27 35.fxe7 xe7?
36.5)d2 d5 37.96 hxg6
38.Wha+ ©d7 39.h7 Eh8

...b4 comes with more force,
since the Knight is forced to
go to b1. Going to e2 would

This move blunders a piece, but
the position was already very

20...2d8?! difficult for White.

be dangerous because of my
Wixa2.

Better was: 15.b3 ¥c7 16.f5
£e5, or 15.%b1 b4 16.5)ce2w.

15...b4 16.2b1

Now | am better because the
Knight on b1 is misplaced and
the King on c¢1 looks cramped,
which will give me some tactical
possibilities later in the game.

16...e5 17.b3 Wc7 18.5e2
£b7 19.5g3

| played this move, because |
was worried about f6 and £)f5,
so | wanted to protect the pawn
on d6. However, this appears to
be too passive. Therefore 20...a4
was much better, A21.f67?! gxf6
22 .gxf6 Dxfe 23.0f5? &xed-+.

21.h6 g6 22.fxg6?

This move completely slows
down White's attack on the King
side.

22.f6! was better. Although it
blocks the King side pawns, it
also buries my pieces on the 8th
rank.

24...2a6! 25.8f3 Dd3+!!
26.sed2 Bc8!! 27.2c1

27.cxd3 Wc2+ 28.chel Wixg2-+.

27...22xc1 28.sbxc1 Efg-+

%E/%@ ,,,,, %

///////
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40.cxd5 ¥xd5 41.¥ g4+ Web
42 .We2 Bfxh7 43.2c4 BEh1+
44.$b2 B1h2 45.2f2 Ef8
46.%d3+

If 46.9)xe5+ Wxe5+ 47.Wxe5
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Bfxf2+ 48.b1 Eh1+ 49.We1
BExel#.

46...52e7
and here White Resigned.

D-1

Photos

Victoria Jung-Doknjas, Jim Foote,
Penny Yu, and various Team Cana-
da families.

Links

Final Standings
http://www.chesseducators.com/
northamericanyouth/standings/

Team Canada at NAYCC 2014 Face-

book page
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Team-Canada-at-
NAYCC-2014/430077317126743

Player Annotations

FM Jason Cao, Richard Chen, John
Doknjas, Joshua Doknjas, Joanne
Foote, Nameer Issani, Rachel Tao,
Alison Tsypin, Nicholas Vettese,
Lily Zhou, Qiyu Zhou.
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Playing Abroad?
Don’t go without a clock...

FUN FAMILY GAMES THAT MAKE YOU THINK!

d Accessories

Francais

Strategy Games offers vou an amazing variety of board games and strategy
games. Our priorities are a warm and personalized welcome and swift and
effective service. If vou are looking for a board game, a beautiful chess set
or an original gift, come meet our qualified personnel. We have what vou
are looking for! Strategy Games is administered by the Chess'n Math
Azsociation, a national arganism that promotes the game of chess in
scholastic environment. To learn more about our actvities visit the site:

to visit

www.chess-math.ora.

our online }

Our Locations *
MONTREAL OTTAWA TORONTO

3423 5t. Denis st. 250 Bank Street 701 Mt. Pleasant Road
Montreal (Quebec) Ottawa (Ontario) Toronto, (Ontario)
H2X 3L2 2P 14 M4aS 2Ng
(514) BA5-8352 (613) 565-3662 (416) 486-3395 | r

atratamaasmas =5 P TRy o (R ot e B i e
LS Irategyganss. .ca ptlawairsiralegygames. ca oroncosiralegygames.ca


http://www.strategygames.ca

The 9th Edmonton Chess Festival
took place June 20-29, 2014. The
main event was a 10-player RR fea-
turing four international GMs —
Vassily lvanchuk (UKR), Wesley So
(PHIL), and Sam Shankland and Iri-
na Krush (both USA) — against six
Canadians: GM Anton Kovalyov, IM
Raja Panjwani, IM Richard Wang,
FMs Vladimir Pechenkin and Dale
Haessel, and qualifier Alex Yam.
Vassily Ivanchuk won with 8/9, %
a point ahead of Wesley So, who
had an identical result with Ivan-
chuk, except for one pesky player...

Pechenkin’s El Diary

Last year | was very happy with GM
Eric Hansen’s El tournament diary.
So, a month before this year’s El
began | asked FM Vladimir Pechen-
kin — who readers will be familiar
with as the author of the “Canadi-
ans Abroad” column in Chess Can-
ada — to write his tournament-di-
ary: beginning before the pairings
were set and continuing with
regular installments until the day
it ended. One advantage of this
type of report is that the author
can’t retrospectively rewrite his
“expectations” to conform to what

actually happened. When Vladimir
says what opening he expects to
see in an upcoming round, there’s
no fudging or disinformation: what
you read is what he sent me before
the rounds.

This is the chess diary of a play-
er facing some of the best in the
world. Vladimir entered near the
bottom of the rating list, and so
could expect only harsh treat-
ment from the top four GMs (avg.
Elo: 2685+) and tough fights from
everyone else, who (of course)
would have pencilled himin as one
of their “easier” games. In such
a field, Vladimir could expect to
score around 2/9, but if he had
had an off week the result could
have been humiliating.

When | proposed the article |
teased him that we should adver-
tize it with the absurd provisional
title: “How I won the 2014 Edmon-
ton International”. As it turns out,
he did not have an off week, and
while we will have to save that title
for another year, this year the title
might well be: “How My Heroic De-
fending Decided the 2014 Edmon-
ton International”. But that would
be bragging, and this is Canada.

- editor

by FM Viadimir Pechenkin

June 12:

Looking Forward, and Back
Edmonton International (El) has
always been the most enjoyable
tournament of the year for me
ever since my relocation to “The
City of Champions” in 2008. The
organizers do a fantastic job every
single time attracting stronger and
stronger players from all around
the world. The atmosphere is very
friendly, and the GMs willingly en-
gage in extracurricular activities
with the general public after the
games are over. The tournament is
also a lot of fun for spectators to
watch as | had a chance to person-
ally attest in 2013.

The main feature of the 2014
edition of the El will no doubt be
Vassily Ivanchuk, the legendary
grandmaster who needs no intro-
duction and whose name is ac-
companied by the word “genius”
more frequently than any other
modern GM’s name. These days
any conversation about the Inter-
national at the Edmonton Chess
Club inevitably revolves around
the Ukrainian GM, while the other
participants are hardly ever men-
tioned. And not because they are
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unknown, it’s just that the magic of
Vassily Ivanchuk’s name is simply
too strong.

The roster of 10 players was
largely determined in advance.
The final spot went to the winner
of the Qualifying tournament that
took place three weeks prior to
the beginning of the main event.
During the Qualifier it was abun-
dantly clear that an opportunity
to play the Ukrainian genius was a
great motivational force for most
of the participants. For example,
| wanted to discuss an important
question with one of the players
in between the rounds. However,
he resolutely turned me down say-
ing that he could not afford any
distraction that might prevent him
from getting a chance to play GM
lvanchuk. All | could do was to
agree.

When | accepted the invitation
to play in the 9th El, a flashback
from 2005 crossed my mind. The
Canadian Open was held in Ed-
monton that year, and the organiz-
ers managed to attract GMs Ivan-
chuk, Shirov and Bologan, among
the others. | did have a couple
of nice short conversations with




Alexey Shirov during
the event but, for the
most part, | was just
silently watching the
super-GMs at work.
But after the closing
ceremony GM Ivan-
chuk agreed to take
photos with other
participants, and |
couldn’t resist the
temptation.

The most interest-
ing part was to come
at the airport the fol-
lowing morning, however. | was sit-
ting in a cafeteria before departure
when | suddenly noticed the Ukrai-
nian legend at the next table. The
position clearly demand-
ed to take the initiative,
which is what | did by
greeting the grandmas-
ter in Russian. He rec-
ognized me and, to my
great wonder, quickly
reproduced the opening
moves from my game
with GM Alexander Moi-
seenko from Round 3 of
the tournament. Now, as
the photo (right) shows,
| got propelled to board

4 in that round, which was close to
GM Ivanchuk’s board 1. Still, the
fact he could recall the moves from
some unimportant game played a

whole week before literally made
my jaw drop.

It turned out that we were
on the same flight to Toronto and
had more than half
an hour to talk about
anything. It was cer-
tainly a pleasant con-
versation although
| don’t remember
much of it now. One
interesting detail
that | do recall is a
discussion of Garry
Kasparov’s recently
announced retire-
ment. Vassily was ab-
solutely sure that the
former World Champion would
return to competitive chess
sooner or later. It did sound
plausible then, but now we
know that it wasn’t meant to
be.

June 18: Luck of Lots

Now fast forward to 9th El in
2014. My previous experience
suggests that the course of
tournament will depend quite
a bit on the drawing of lots
that will take place the day

Left: Moiseenko - Pechenkin.
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before Round 1. Certainly, it would
be nice to get an extra White but
there is way more to the pairings
than just colors. For example, in

2012 | got the top five players in
the first five rounds, and that was
not unlike being run over by a bull-
dozer. The second half of the event
then felt like a walk in the park, but
it was too late to accomplish any-
thing meaningful, and the motiva-
tion was already low.

On the contrary, when high- and
low-rated opponents alternated,
the tournament was often a suc-
cess. This yo-yo effect is frequent-
ly despised in Open Swisses but it
does provide valuable opportuni-

2005 Canadian Open in Edmonton

Top: Shirov and Ivanchuk at work.

Right: Ivanchuk poses with fan.




ties to recharge the batteries over
the course of a round-robin tour-
nament. So let’s see what hand I'll
be dealt this time.

Regardless of how the drawing
of lots goes, however, my number
one goal for the tournament is to
play a memorable game against
GM Vassily Ivanchuk. White or
Black, first or last, this is going to
be the game of the event that |
am really looking forward to. The
other goals seem less significant
somehow. Yes, it would be nice
to get the first GM scalp or an IM
norm, but these important accom-
plishments do not provide nearly
as much motivation for the time
being.

Preparing to Prepare

Finally, let’s talk about preparation.
As usual, the openings are going to
be the biggest challenge. | know, |
know, everybody complains about
it over and over. In fact, | don’t re-
member the last time that | met
somebody happy with his open-
ings, and that includes 2700+ GMs.
Nevertheless, there is a reason to
be optimistic. Over the course of
the last few years | have noticed a
curious trend. Most GMs and IMs

will not even try to give my open-
ings a critical test. Instead, they
will look at my games in the da-
tabase and will opt for a line that
they think | haven’t faced before.
(One notable exception is Eric Han-
sen who goes straight for a kill.)
Therefore, all | need to do is to re-
view such lines and get ready to be
tested.

Another big part of the prep is
kicking my “variations calculator”
into high gear. If anyone wants to
have a chance against GMs, he
must be able to work at least as
hard and as efficiently over the
board as them. So | am going to
work with my former coach’s old
collection of positions specifically
designed for that purpose. There
are no particular tactical themes
like distraction or decoying, the
emphasis is on the ability to orga-
nize the calculation process itself.
The examples were collected dur-
ing the pre-computer era so it’ll
also be interesting to see whether
the lines will be able to withstand
the test of time.

Once the pairings are out, I'll
work out a more specific tourna-
ment strategy.

June 19:
Pairings: Good and Bad

The drawing of lots produced
mixed results. The good news is
that the tournament schedule is
almost ideal if we forget about the
colors for a moment. The most
challenging stretch — So, Kovaly-
ov, Krush — falls on the last three
rounds so | have a chance to build
some momentum in the first 6
rounds.

The bad news is that | got five
games with Black, four of them
against the top four GMs.

First Three Rounds

The tournament may be divided
more or less naturally into 3 blocks
of 3 rounds each. Therefore, I'll
write mini-reports after rounds
3 and 6, together with a strategic
plan concerning the next three
games. The plan for rounds 1-3 is
as follows:

Rd 1: Black vs FM Dale Haessel

| have had a good score against
Dale so far (+6-0=7) but resting on
the laurels will be a big mistake.
Everybody in Alberta knows that
he is capable of delivering an as-
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tounding performance out of the
blue and against pretty much any-
one. In fact, this may be the sec-
ond most important game of the
tournament, as it will set up the
tone for the following few rounds.

The opening is almost certainly
going to be the Dutch, either Len-
ingrad or Classical. We’ve accumu-
lated quite a bit of experience in
these lines so a lot will depend on
who will be able to surprise the op-
ponent first.

Rd 2: White vs IM Richard Wang
Richard is Alberta’s young and
promising IM who grew up right
in front of my own eyes. We've
played 25 times since 2008 so we
know each other well. While | have
a slight plus score (+7-3=15), most
of the games ended in a draw.

Richard usually plays solid open-
ings both as Black and as White,
which often makes a draw the
most likely outcome. In fact, this is
my only White game of the tour-
nament where | wish | had Black.
Cracking his Symmetric English or
Slav will be a big challenge requir-
ing thorough preparation and a
surprise in the opening.
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Rd 3: Black vs GM Sam Shankland A local surprise. Dale opted for (8 & Wee E| 7..2a57?

This young American GM was the 4.Wc2 in our previous games in 7%%%; /Wi/;@ %%/* | am not sure why | rejected

latest addition to the roster replac- this line. {7 K% f/ g % the natural 7...2xc3+ as either

ing the last year’s winner GM Laz- 5% %% %% *% recapture eqtails some prob-

aro Bruzon. Superstition suggests 4. &p4 5.%b3 c5 %;/// ///// Wy 72", lems for White. For example,

that such a participant added at 4 /-9-/8 @/ 7, % 8.Wxc3 (alternatively, 8.bxc3
Looks the most natural as Black AN N

the last moment somehow has a : - A AL ?a5 9.%a2 b6 and the c4-pawn
wants to immediately put pres— ST AT il aive White headaches f

good chance of winning the tour- sure on White's center /a1 239 12y 25 o will give Vvhite heaaaches ior a

nament. | am not superstitious at ' 12 & &a & long time.) 8..0e4 9.Wd3 Wa5+

all, but will be watching GM Shank- abede togn 10.2d2 2ixd2 11.9xd2 Gxd4

land’s tournament progress with a 6.937?! anfcll_v_\lhl’;e loses a p?_wn for in=

lot of interest. Too slow to count on an opening  7.a3?! sufticient compensation.
advantage. 6.e3 strengthening 7.dxc5 He4 8.£g2 0-0 9.8e3

This is also the most mysterious d4 is more to the point. doesn't look ambitious but White ~ 8.&e3?!

opponent for me as | know almost at least completes his devel- An inaccurate move order. Cor-

nothing about him. | did annotate  6...5¢c6 opment with an approximately rect is 8.dxc5 He4d 9.£e3 and

a fragment of his game for the CCN equal position. Black will have difficulties re—

but it’s clearly not enough. | am trieving his pawn.

not sure yet which opening to opt
for; for the time being the idea is
to play 1...e6 against pretty much
anything and then see how it goes.

Notes FM Viadimir Pechenkin

Haessel,Dale
Pechenkin,Viadimir

A85

9th Edmonton International Ed-
monton (1), 21.06.2014

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

1.5f3 €6 2.c4 5 3.d4 H)f6 . :
4.9c3 _Y Yy An interesting moment that




demonstrates how games are
won or lost by a slight mistake

in calculation. Black's last is one
of the first moves that comes to
mind, and the question is what
White has prepared in response.
It's unlikely that he will allow his
pawns to be doubled so he must
have something else in mind...

9.2957

And | correctly predicted White's
reaction. It seems to me that he

simply stopped calculating here

assuming that Black now has to

move his queen. However, | cal-
culated just a little bit further.

White should play something like
9.d5 Hxe3 10.fxe3 »e7 11.0-0-0
when his advantage in develop-
ment compensates for structural
defects.

9....xd4!

The queen doesn't have to
move! Now White loses a pawn
without a shred of compensa-—
tion.

10.2xd4
Obviously not 10.£xd8 »xb3

11.2xa5 Hxal-+.

10...#xg5 11.5\db5 0-0

a b ¢

12.e3

Otherwise, f5-f4 looks deadly.
Nevertheless, White may be
able to survive after the cold-
blooded 12.2g2 f4 13.2f3! He5
14.2e47.

12...%e7

The computer strongly ad—
vocates a piece sacrifice:
12..0xe3 13.fxe3 Wxe3+ 14.2e2
f4 15.gxf4 Exf4-+ claiming an
overwhelming advantage. How-
ever, during the game | wasn't
sure whether Black would

be able to bring the sleeping
queenside pieces into play be-
fore White organizes the de-

fence. Besides, such radical
measures seemed unnecessary
since Black is up a good pawn
for the time being.

13.2d1

Obviously, White's idea is to es—
tablish a strong blockade on the
d6-square so Black hurries to
cross this plan.

13...d5!

This move looks very logical but
it does require precise calcula-
tion.

14.cxd5 a6!
The point.

15.d6 ¥d7

/% %/ /% %

% /z/”g/z

N W B O'I o N o
Si
§\\
lO-

N\
\\

—_

47

16.2c4

White is trying to maintain as
much tension as possible.

After 16.2)c7 £xc7 17.dxc7 Wc6
18.8g1 Wixc7F the position sim—
plifies to Black's advantage.

16...2e5

| didn't seriously consider 16...
axb5 as after 17.2xb5 it looks
like White is going to get his
piece back. However, Black has
a couple of nice intermediate
moves 17...c4! 18.¥xc4 @&xc3+
19.bxc3 &e5 keeping an extra
knight.

17.9c7 £xc7 18.dxc7

%x

// % // %

1

%’/E@ 7@

N Wb 00 N
\\
\

—_

18...%¥c6!
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24.2he1 Eac8 25.9e2 Bfd8+ 29...4xe2

Further exchanges are inevi—- This is a good practical decision
table. as the White knight may prove
quite annoying. Rook endgames

do have a notorious drawish
26.52¢c3 Exd1 27.8xd1 £f3 tendency but this one goes

28.2d2 Hxc5+ 29.5b2 smoothly for Black.

Certainly not 18...Wxc7?
19.2xe6+ and Black loses all his
advantage.

19.¢kd2

Here White has an interest—
ing resource 19.2)d5 During the

game | was intending 19...£h8 8%%// %%/ %%%

(actually, much stronger is ! %% %% %% /%; 30.2xe2 ©f7 31.8d2 se7

19...56f7 avoiding possible back o/ & /%// %} /%% _ 32.¢tb3 Ec4

rank tricks) but after 20.2b6 | 5% } E » _ %} _ 7 » White is not allowed to get rid of

Wxh1+ 21.£f1 the position re- 21...b3! _ o %/ _ /% ) _ his weak a3-pawn. Black's sub-

mains surprisingly unclear. Fortunately, this temporary pawn J:IE Ky sequent play is relatively simple:
sacrifice clarifies the position > g//gg/ - @% i push the kingside pawns to

19. B\xca+2! completely. 1% % 7 . \c/\r/iite':/fix some weaknesses in
Both players were getting short e ren 1es camp.
on time. Black hurries to ex- 22.¥xc5 ¥xc5 23.bxc5 &b7

change a dan-
gerous—looking
bishop but loses
a portion of his

33.h4 g6 34.8d3 h6 35.2d2
g5 36.hxg5 hxg5 37.8d1 g4
38.5bb2 ©f6 39.2d6 Rad

advantage.
: P
19..b5 20.&e2 dee / /W// / v
c4 is natural and 6 ‘// =7 _
good. The c7- 5%/‘/ /‘/
pawn isn't going -\ / / / ‘/%
to run away. 3%/4/ ) %7 s {&(7
2 & A
20.¥xc4 Wxc7 1% / _ /
21.b4

40.s2b3

Round 6: So watches Krush-lvanchuk



White can try 40.2d3 ¢ke5
41.sc2 switching the duties
between his pieces. However, it
doesn't make a whole lot of dif-
ference: 41..be4 42 .¢hd2 &f3
43 el e5 efc.

40...s2e5 41.2b6 ed5 42.52b2

The time control has passed,
and Black was able to calculate
the winning approach.

42...52e4!

Dale understood everything and
preferred resigning immediately.

After 42..e4 43.Exeb+ 2f3
44 Eeb Hxf2 45.Exf5+ xg3
Black's g—pawn will soon cost
White a rook.

0-1

Notes FM Viadimir Pechenkin

Yam,Alex (2299)
Panjwani,Raja (2440)

B22

9th Edmonton International Ed-
monton (2), 22.06.2014

1.e4 c5 2.2f3 % c6 3.c3

The c3-Sicilian is a cornerstone
of Alex Yam's opening reper—
toire.

3...d5 4.exd5 ¥xd5 5.d4 &f5
6.2e3 &6

/////////////

%m%é%

AW ¢

>
7

. g@%
8% .

- N W A OO N
& \ W

7.2bd2

Another idea is 7.dxc5 but Black
obtains full compensation for

a pawn after 7...%xd1+ 8.¢bxd1
0-0-0+ 9.9bd2 Hd5 etc.

7...cxd4
Now that the b1-knight cannot

go to its most natural c3-square,

this exchange looks good.

8.2c4
Provocative!

More circumspect is 8.cxd4 with

a relatively normal IQP position.

8...¥¥a5

So far in practice Black has pre—
ferred 8...dxe3!? 9.£xd5 exd2+
10.%xd2 0-0-0 intending to ex—
change the queen for three mi—
nor pieces. | believe that should
such a position ever occur on
the board again, Raja will go for
this line. A good example is the
game Soors — Salem, 2012, that
continued 11.c4 e6 12.Wf4 b4+
13.22e2 £d6 14.%g5 h6 15.¥xg7
Dh5 16.Wxf7 D4+ 17.2d1 Ehf8
18.Wg7 exd5 Black finally man-—
aged to pick up a third piece
putting White in a desperate
situation.

9.2xd4 Hxd4 10.2xd4

/////////////

Ty Y 7

/////////////////////

///////

o,
d e f g h

- N w B (&) [e)) ~ [e0]
SN
€
N
N
\\§
N
\\

a b ¢
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10...0-0-0

Black sacrifices a pawn for the
sake of rapid development, and
this approach works wonderfully
in the game.

Nevertheless, a more ac—
curate move order is 10...e5
11.£e3 0-0-0.

11.We2

White could have exploited
Black's inaccuracy by a subtle
11.£e2! intending to meet 11...
e5? with 12.0c4 Wc7 13.9xe5
Here Black doesn't have any
compensation for the pawn.

11...e5! 12.0b3 Wc7

7= //% % ////// 7//
/ 7 %
123 /
WA A

@/%/@ 7@

e

/ / //////
/%@%

///////

- N W A 00 O N o
S
N

What's better: £xe5 or £xa7?




13.2xe5?

Accepting the pawn sacrifice
allows Black to seize the initia—
tive and to develop a devastating
attack.

The best option is to grab a
different pawn: 13.£xa7 After
13...b5 14.2xb5 Wxa7 15.2a6+
Black can hardly avoid a per-
petual check. With the benefit of
hindsight, Alex should have gone
for this line taking the draw.

What's amazing about the next
stage of the game is that White
needs only a tempo to fully
consolidate and enjoy his extra
pawn. However, Black plays very
precisely and denies the oppo-
nent such an opportunity.

13...2d6 14.2xd6 Exd6 15.0-
0 Ze8

The c4-bishop is suddenly in
trouble.

16.%f3
The only move.

16...2d7!

o
?% /V/// /y?////% /V///

), ), b o
& m mEm
a c d & T g

4
b

17.2d3

The only move again. Af-
ter 17.2xf7 He7 the bishop is
trapped.

17...294

Hard to believe but White is al-
ready close to being lost.

18.Efe1?
Relatively best is 18.2ae1 in—
tending 18...2de6 (18...5e5
19.8xeb Exeb also leaves Black
with extra material) 19.Wxg4
Hxe1 20.¥xg7, though after
20...8xf1+ 21.2xf1 Ze1 White
has serious problems.

18...2Ede6]

Now White cannot avoid major
material losses.

19.2xe6 ¥xh2+ 20.¢f1 Exe6

Do
N\
\?m‘
N\
N
Do
N \\&
SN

//////////////

N\
x\
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&

B e

///////
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///////
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\
&Gﬂg\é \
2N\ \\FA
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21.2e4

Or 21.Wh3 He3+ 22.fxe3 Bf6+
and the queen is gone.

21...82b5+ 22.c4 £xc4+
23.0e1 H)f6 24.5c5 Hxed
25.2\xed ¥h1+

0-1

Kovalyov,Anton
Ivanchuk,Vassily

D96

9th Edmonton International
Edmonton, Canada (2.1),
22.06.2014

Notes by John Upper

1.5)f3 g6 2.d4 5)f6 3.c4 297
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4.9)\c3 d5 5.%b3
o[ H e ;@% K]
add AdS
////// 42 dis.
6 %//% %//% A //i%%
Lo os
of WE 5
2|84 A //é%é%/ |
////// L BB
B 8 &e

The Russian System.

White's goal is to create a two
abreast pawn center (d4+e4)
without allowing Black to ex-
change a 4. If White can do this,
then Black will not have enough
space for all four minor pieces.
Compare that with the main line
exchange variation: 5.exd5 Hxd5
6.e4 Nxc3 when Black has
exchanged one minor piece but
gets counterplay against White's
center with ...c5.Black's most
common maneuvers against this
squeeze play — ...2g4x%f3 and
..2e6xd5 — both concede
White the £ pair, but get a big
lead in development.

The main problem for White
in the Russian System is similar
to the Wc2 systems against the
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Nimzo—-Indian: Black will gain 8.8d1 14.h4 &f5 15.e4 £94 16.2e2 21.%b4
enough tempi off the exposed Once again’ 8.e4 is more com- in3 17.in3 WebT.
Whi:e W to bre?k up Yr\]/_hite's | mon, but doesn't score any
center or even (as In this game better, e.g. 8...c5 9.dxc5 (9.5
catch White's <& in the center. £e6!) 9...2e6 10.Wb5 &d7 g gi (154|;dx‘7: 5@,@;7 1175'%Xb6
11.8x67 £ixc5 12.8b4 He6s Paol 18 Bd3 Bfelt
5.._dxcd 6.8xcd 0-0 7.8F4 13.8e5 a5 14.%a3 Wb6 15.8c4 ac: 1o ce:
) ) £fc8 16.2xf6 £xf6 17.4d5
¥b8 18.5)xf6+ exf6 19.2xe6 B8 s
o[E 2 & 7 /@% (19.£2d5/7) 19...£xe6 20.0-0 ¥ib4 | (/// //‘z (//%
””” 77, & 2 Ja 1/ 1 _ 7 z,, - 7,
7Z ) /// %/Z*/_g 21.%xb4 axb4 V2-Y2 Topalov 6 }/%y gy (%
A7 / ////// % ////// %/‘% Kasparov Sarajevo, 1999. ; ’g %%/ %% %%
| Ws & 8...2e6 9.%a4 H\d5 10.8e5 1: Al B 21...Bc1+!
WAy A b6 11.¥c2 Hba 12.¥b1 @A A a A 21..Bxa3 22.%xa5 Hxab7,
Va7 / Z A BesE L /7 ///4 ///// 47 Ve’
aB_Eafam s W ®2 =
2 _&é E ab e de T gr 22.2d2 Wg5+! 23.5e3 Ha!
s : %EK %@@/‘g/% White's mest N 24.e5 Bxa7! 25.f4 ¥g4!
_ 444 44 /‘ Ite's next move Is a mistake, 26.2f3 £d5 27.h3
7...e4 is much more common, [ W / ////// L
when IBlacuk can choose be- ° m/ //7 //// A % izdalllclgjlglzdk'\;ergrr\?:gizgvrigyets
tween ...a6, ...2g4, ..£a6 and 5% %/ /-/g? / - s| % %@%
..%)c6, each of which scores a =5 . d—
about equally well. 3% Zﬁ / / 19.e4?7? 6
2| & g/é AR 8K 19.Wc27?! &f57. )
7 5\a6 W OHY g / g 019.b4 Hixc3 (19...¥xa3? A
80617 8.Uxe7 &) a a b c d e 20.9xa2+) 20.8xc3 Wixa7 5
Qés ?ngga ;‘50711 5239- xb7 21.8xc8+ £xc8 22 Wb2 (22.Wa1 i
Dixd4 12.5)xd4 Sxd4 13 2d1 13.Dxe5 62 +) 22...015% Black is down 1
&xc3+ 14.bxc3 Wabz (Vo-V%, 13.dxe5 Wc8% Black's pieces a pawn, buf[ |stplay|ng with three 2 D C 3 e T
41) Berkes,F (2645)-Vachier look like they're all just hanging pieces against one.
Lagrave,M (2681) Paks, 2008. in air, but its hard for White to Material is equal, but White has

turn that into an advantage, e.g. 19...0\xc3!-+ 20.bxc3 Exc3 made more mov,es With his




than with his 2f1 and Zh1 com-
bined.

27..%eb6-+

27..¥h4! 28.g3 Wh5 29.2e2
Ha2+-+.

28.8c3 Ha8 29.%2e3 Bel+
30.¢bf2 Bed! 31.Wc5 BExfa+
32.%2g1 ¥xe5 33.2b5 We4
34.2g3 Ef5 35.%b6 Exa3

Black is up three pawns and the
£h1 still hasn't done anything.

0-1
Notes by IM Raja Panjwani

Panjwani,Raja
So,Wesley

A09

9th Edmonton International
Edmonton, Canada (3.2),
23.06.2014

| have now played in the city of
Edmonton five times (in years
2000, 2005, 2008, 2009, and
2014) and without exception I've
found the atmosphere to be ex—
tremely pleasant, and conducive
to chess—playing. The Edmon-
ton organizers are doing a great
service for Canadian chess. |
was happy to be a part of this
event and hope to return in the
future!

1.2f3 d5 2.c4 d4

%Zgé/

ANQ,A§O,WO
\\

m\K
\\
\\\

///////
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This was my second time play-
ing Wesley, and from our first

encounter a couple years ago
(when he was "only" 2650ish) |
gathered that he was not afraid
to take risks even against much
lower rated opponents. In that
game | also had White and his
king ended up on €6 very early
in the game, with complications
that could have gone either way
(unsurprisingly they went his
way!). He (rightly!) seems to trust
his ability to navigate his way out
of complications, and doesn't
feel the need to play cautious
chess out of a fear of losing. In
keeping with this, he doesn't shy
away from entering one of the
most complicated opening lines
out there.

3.b4!?

If White is content with dry
equality, there are various ways
of liquidating the position; e.g.
3.e3 N6 4.exd4 Dxd4 5.5xd4
Wxd4 6.4)c3 e5 7.d3 £)f6 8.£2e3
Wd6 9.d4 exd4 10.¥xd4 ¥/xd4
11.8xd4=,

However, a year ago | picked
up a repertoire book by Delchev
which recommends 3.b4 and
offers a lot of original analysis. |
thought | might be able to catch
Wesley in one of Delchev's
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dangerous novelties. Little did |
know...

3...f6!

| think this is the best move, and
one reason this line is a good
practical choice for White is that
Black players aren't usually pre—
pared well enough to play 3...f6,
let alone follow up appropriately
in the complications.

3...c5?! 4.e3! Leads to a re-
versed Blumenfeld gambit, an
important tempo up for White
over the usual 1.d4 &f6 2.c4
€6 3.5f3 ¢5 4.d5 b5!? 4...dxe3
5.fxe3 cxb4 6.d4%.

Delchev gives 3...g6?! 4.g3 £g7
5.d3 e5 6,892 £)e7 7.0-0 0-0
8.a4 a5 9.b5 c5 10.8a2! &a7
11.e3 dxe3 12.fxe3%.

4.e3 eb!

4..dxe3 5.fxe3 e5 6.c5 £e6
7.2b5+ c6 8.2a4 »Hh6 9.0-0
267 10.2b3 Wd7 11.5c3 Hab
12.d4! Is clearly better for White
according to Delchev. This is

the sort of position | would have
loved to get against Wesley — a
real fist fight, where even if | lose




| get the satisfaction of having

gone after him.

- N W A 00 N

So far still following Delchev.

Wesley was playing
somewhat quickly up
till now, but that didn't
intimidate me be-
cause | thought there
was very little chance
he would have come
across Delchev's ob-
scure book (most
2700s don't read rep-
ertoire books anyway).

6.2b5+!?
According to Delchey,

6.2\xe5 is a forced
draw, but | decided

against it for two reasons:

1) Drawing with White in that
manner, even against a player
of Wesley's calibre, doesn't
give me any satisfaction.

2) contrary to what Delchev
says, Black can avoid a draw
and dramatically simplify the
position in to an unclear end-
game. | wanted to keep all the
pieces on the board and have
a full-fledged fight.

6.5)xe5 fxe5 7.Wh5+ ¢hd7 8 Wif5+
GHeT!? (8..e8 9.Wh5+ ha7=)
9.Wixe5+ 2e6 10.2c4 Wd7 11.b5
¢hf7 12.2xe6+ Wixe6 13.Wixc7+

Wd7 14.Wixd7+ Hxd7 15.exd4e
One might objectively pre—

fer White here, but practically
speaking Black's moves are all
very obvious (blockade on d5
with one knight, put the other on
f5, put a rook on the e—file, etc.)
while White can very easily go

astray and become much worse.

6...c6 7.2c4 axb4!
A critical moment.

Wesley thought for some time
on this move (enough to make
it appear as though he made
a genuine decision between
possibilities he was consider—

P
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ing). Delchev gives 7..%e7 as

his main line, and | only had a
vague recollection of 7...axb4.

| remembered 8.5xe5 was the
move, and then Delchev gave
8...h6, and | remembered there
was some £e5-d3 idea. | took
on e5 and thought I'd figure it out
over the board.

7..2e7 8.0-0 axb4 9.&b25
Delchev.

8.H\xe5
szmg@@g ////// E|
M/x// / ///// ,x
o & z;/ _
135y |
. /xg/% _
e J /&? ,é?,é &
1@@%@@ // %

8...fxe5IN

Wesley thought quite a while on
this move, but it was all a bluff. In
the post—-mortem he told me that
his friend Ray Robson gave him
this idea, after finding this hole in
DelchevV's preparation. Delchev




doesn't even consider that Black
can sacrifice the h8-rook!

| ran into Vassily lvanchuk on
my walk back to my hotel and
he said to me: "let me give you
some advice: when you have

it.... Alas, computers still have
something to learn from hu-
mans: concepts like a queen
being trapped are not easily
reduced to brute force compu-
tation. | played the computer's
top move from here on in, but it

A creative attempt. My original
intention was to play 14.%e4,
however when | calculated the
following: 14.2e4 0-0-0 15.4d6+
7!

Analysis Diagram
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variation (as I'll show), but in

the post-mortem neither Wes-
ley nor | realized it was neces—
sary to avoid it. 16.e4 A&g7??
(16...2xc5!-+) 17.¥xg7!! Wixg7
18.£f4+- with the unstoppable
dual-threats of Hf5+ winning the

assessment, and I'm guess—
ing Delchev's did as well which
is why he didn't bother with

tion that would have led to a
clear advantage for me! Black
could still win if he avoided this

such a line in Vour obening rep— was too late. | think this position 8 %///@é /%/ W and my initial idea ©\b5-a7
. 1 your opening rep is already lost for White (at least 71 AdelpW R mate. Wouldn't that have been
ertoire, the first thing you check practically speaking) JE FYAarY. ¥y nice!
' . )y Aary | :
is whether you can successfully e 2
grab the material, only then con- 5%%/&%% %% _
sider what to do if your opponent  12.d3 £e6 4 %%g%/ 7, 14...dxe3! 15.fxe3 b3 16.2e4
declines your sacrifice" | thought that Wesley had 3%/ | /8 & Ly Dxed 17.2xe6 Wha+ 18.93
gone into this variation miss— 2 8// %7%%//// 4 Nxg3-+
9.%h5+ a6 10.¥xe5+ WMe7 ing a pretty trap | set up for 1%@ é@é g; /ﬁ
1:| W h89@f6 ' him: 12...&d77?! 13.0-0 £g77? a b c d e
=X Se6+!l & Wxc8+ W o[E
14.2e6+!! Lxe6 15.%xc8+ Wd7 Y
— 16.Wxd7+ Dbxd7 17.£b2+. | thought | have nothing. 7%; %
[EAL &L U | 4 2
7%} /%/ \g@ //%} 13.2d2 Hbd7 | saw that after: 16.e4 297 v %% _
6 /1 » i 17.8f4 £xh827? 18.5b5+ 8 | »» / W
W © Ha AH W /
s\, % have the pretty finish: 19.5a7#. 31y } _ ; /&% 2
‘| Kok ° 3%7 %@// Then it occurred to me that by 2\ . / //////
////// / 7///% . % ‘ %/m@ / ‘ Bl . . 1@@ @ g
3% / 'y A & kicking in 14.a3 b3 a new diago- = '[= : =
& B KAk o & LAk | nal is opened up for me, and in et
e T p p
1%@%@@; // - //ﬁ s, this same variation after c7 |
a 4 X/gﬁ/ » can play £d2! heading to a5. 19.2g1?
s%/ | /g//g/ /% But the story doesn't end 19.Wd4 Wixd4 20.exd4 Dxht
My engine gives this position 2| & %7 //Zﬁ////ﬁ iy & there. It turns out both Wesley 21.2b1 297 22.2e3 b2!-+ is also
as more than +2.00 in its initial WH &4 O / g and | missed a beautiful varia— hopeless for White, but better

resistance than what | played.

19...2e4+ 20.22d1 Hdxc5!




21.We5 Nf2+ 22.cke2 Hfxd3

23.%d4 W2+
Wesley was kind enough to
analyze the game with me af-
terward. He's a true class act; |
was especially impressed by his
modesty and kindness. Modesty
because he took my opinions
of the position seriously, as if
he was unaware he is 300 Elo
points my superior. Kindness
because he took the time to
give me a lot of advice regard-
ing training methods | could use
to improve my play. This game,
and its subsequent post-mor—
tem, was certainly an excellent
experience for me.

0-1

Mini-report after Round 3

The first rounds went more or
less as expected, and | actually
got pleasant opening surprises in
all three games. In round 1, FM
Dale Haessel blundered a pawn on
move 9 without obtaining a shred
of compensation. In round 2 IM
Richard Wang came up with a nov-
elty 7...e5 that is unlikely to attract
followers. In round 3 | managed
to nullify the opponent’s prepara-

tion by playing 1...e6. Actually, |
have been experimenting with the
French defence for more than a
year but none of the games have
made the database so far. As a re-
sult, GM Sam Shankland opted for
a safe but relatively unambitious
line.

The main problem so far has been
the clock. | completely misplayed
the position in round 2 once | got
up a pawn. | should have lost that
game but a miraculous 40...Nf3??
(with half an hour on the clock!)
granted me half a point. In round
3 I missed a couple of good chanc-
es to put up a tougher resistance
(28...Re6 and 30...Rc8), the moves
that | would have found under
less stressful circumstances. Time
management will thus be a priority
in the next rounds.

very exciting for the spectators. |
don’t think that these losses will
substantially affect Raja’s mood
before our game and expect a
tough fight.

I'll open with 1.c4 but not sure
what’s going to happen next. My
best guess would be 1...e6 with a
likely transposition to the Catalan
but I'll prepare for 1...b6 as well.

Rd 5: Black vs. GM Ivanchuk
The most important game of the
tournament.

Everybody knows that preparing
for the Ukrainian genius is futile,
and | am not going to be an ex-
ception. The plan is simple: have a
good night sleep, relax and enjoy
the moment. Enough said.

55

Rd 6: White vs. Alex Yam

Alex has been on a roll this year,
winning the Alberta Closed Cham-
pionship and the Edmonton In-
ternational Qualifier. His live FIDE
rating has just surpassed 2300
meaning that he will officially get
an FM title in the nearest future.
Our head-to-head score is equal
(+1 -1 =2), but Alex’s style of play
is a little inconvenient for me. The
three games where | had White
went well up to a certain point but
| failed to convert twice. In any
case, the initiative is going to be at
a premium, and | was quite pleased
to get White again. | expect a sur-
prise very early on as Alex cannot
be satisfied with the outcome of
the opening in our previous en-
counters.

Rd 4: White vs. IM Raja
Panjwani

We have participated in
the same tournaments
but never played each
other before. IM Panjwani
has already faced GMs
Vassily Ivanchuk and Wes-
ley So in the tournament,
losing both games but making it

...is it really as impossible to prepare against
GM Ivanchuk as the conventional wisdom
suggests? I have decided to give it a try...
Impossible is nothing,




Notes FM Viadimir Pechenkin

Krush,lIrina
Shankland,Samuel

D35

9th Edmonton International Ed-
monton (4), 24.06.2014

The position looks utterly boring
and is evaluated by the comput-
er as being completely equal.

31...2g7 32.5¢c1 Deb 33.2d3
¢d6 34.2e5 c5
Seeking active play.
Certainly, Black did not like
the passive 34..f8. However,
White has no obvious way of
improving her position so there
was really not much to worry
about.

35...sbxc5?

Black goes "all in", and the game
quickly turns into a thriller.

35...9xc5 is still a draw. After
36.%2¢c3 White wins a pawn but
Black has 36..2d7 37.£xg6 b6:

Analysis Diagram
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Trapping the opponent's knight
and creating some kind of a
fortress. White cannot make
progress without losing her extra
material, and the pawn end-
game is drawn: 38.%e5 (38.h5
Nf6=; 38.2d4 Hc5=) 38..xe5
39.fxe5+ dhxe5 40.h5 2d6
41.52d4 2e6 42.f4 £d6 draw.

36.5\xg6 b4 37.¢kc2 Hics
38.5\e7 d4

38..5xb3 39.9xf5 chxad 40.h5
d4 41.exd4 transposes.

39.exd4 Hxb3 40.H)xf5 xad
41.h5 b5
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42.d5
42.%b2 is a more prosaic way

to collect the full point, e.g., 42...
b4 43.xh6 Dxd4 44.0f7 Heb
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45.h6 Hf8 46.0g5 b5 47.h7
etc.

42...%2a3 43.2\xh6 Hd4+
44.¢d3 b4
The Black pawns look danger-
ous but the White knight arrives
justin time.

45.5\g4 b3 46.5\e5 a2

46...b2 47 Nca+ ha2 48 Hxb2
chxb2 49.8xd4 a4 50.h6 a3
51.h7 a2 52.h8% a1 53 d3+
would have been an entertaining
finish but only for the spectators.

47.0c4 &5 48.%2c3 a4
Black can try 48...%e3 but the
gueen endgame after 49.d6!
Nxcd 50.5xc4 b2 51.d7 b1#
52.d8% should be a win for
White.

5 5 5
5 5
T 5
%//é/w/é
z/@//% _
Ay &
©
%//// /
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49.2b4?

Strangely enough,
this natural move
allows Black to es-
cape with a draw.

When compared
with the lines
above, the White
pawns are not
close enough to

57

Now a draw is inevitable.

57...%c4 58.¢2b6 &b3 59.d6
Hd4 60.¥d1+ b4 61.5e1+
&b3 62.%b1+ a3 63.%a1+

romotion.
P &b3 64.%b1+ a3 65.%a1+
The only way to
win is 49.h6!! Hixh6 - B 53.h7 2xa3 o
50.d6 £)f7 51.d7 MY 54.h8% b1 122
Now that the Black e W It is now White
knight is really tied GM Irina Krush ' oM S who has to find Notes FM Vladimir Pechenkin

up, White has time
to improve her
position. For example, 51..5d8
(51..50a1 52.5\b2 a3 53.5)c4! is
a spectacular way to stop the
pawns.) 52.f5 $f7 53.f4 Hd8
54.f6! £)f7 and now is the time

the only way to

_ Ivanchuk,Vassily
avoid checkmate.

50..)xa3 b2 51.c¢a4 Pechenkin,Vladimir
Another try is 51.h6 but 51..%e3! C14
52.h7 &Hc2+ 53 shad Hxa3 55.%h2+] 9th Edmonton International Ed-

transposes to the game. 55.We8? Wb3+ 56.2a5 Hcd+ monton (5), 25.06.2014
57.%a6 Wb6#.

% (55..2xe5? 56.d8%) 567 55...5\c2 56.%d2 b3+ 4.295 267 5.e5 Hfd7 6.8xe7
xf7 57.)xf7 b2 58.d8W b1 57 hab WixeT 7.f4 a6 8.50F3
59.Wd2+ ha3 60.5e5 White's s 7 7 7 ) =a xe/ {.14 ab o.
extra knight will decide the out- YV, U U
come of the game quickly. All 6 / ﬁ % j/g 8 8 E/ﬂ g%@% @2
these lines are certainly not easy 5W/ // A // // ///// 7 7%/ ””” 7 % /é i
to calculate, and it's astonishing A %/ // % 6 o 4 / 7 ‘ %/ ////// %
th.at White's seemlqgly obV|ou§ . % // //g // ; 5% % ‘ /% %/
win has been hanglng on a thin e / / %/ » 1)~ % , 7,
thread for a long time. ek 4 4 A 4&7 _
.. W % A Y B
| a b ¢ d e f 2 / g 5 8 % A Z/&%
49...a3! 1% / / / 1 @@g%ﬁ

Black doesn't miss his chance. a b c d e f

52...c40
The only but sufficient move.




The Big Game
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This is the po- White ad- central squares d4 and c5.
sition that | had opted a
in mind when different 11 d4
preparing for approach in ---CX . . _
the game. Sengupta Played in the spirit of the line.
— Short, 11...c4 12.2e2 &\c6 is possible
Gibral- but White gets a free hand on
8...2b6 far’ 2011): the kingside.
8...c5 is the 10.a4 c5
main line, and 11.a5 &£\c8
for a good rea- 12.9a4 cxd4 12.8xdd
son. 13.%xd4 0-0
rare sideline o assily FM Viadimir er 14.2cor! 7 % % y ///%
quickly hoping gy Pactidnidn @xad ol & |
to surprise the e 15.Wxe7 5% //// // ;/gg 7
mlght?/ (C)j%po— i%xg . o w ///Z ///%
nent. It did pro- : : ) Hxa Mo z%
duce some effect, as the Ukrai— Tth ('jsf partlculgr mv?/\rﬁ c'>rc:er aims #d7 Black had no problems. 3%%/// ,,,,,, 2 /%%//%///
nian legend plunged into deep ? . S;ﬁrcl:guraglng resiong 2 8%8//} ///%// //////% //é 3
. . 7 2// /é Z
thought for about 25 minutes. The text move is the most flex— 1%52 5 C/% TR g/% %

10.£d3
In the post-mortem GM Ivan-

ible one.

The point of White's previous.

10...c5 11.We3!1? Now | must spend a tempo to

chuk mentioned that he recalled

sl &  E| the following two games but Quite a unique approach but a defend the b6-knight. 12.2xd4
d FY TR "FYF didn't like White's position in ei- strong one, nonetheless. White Wc5 gives Black an easier life.
Ty - % . % ther of them: immediately forces the oppo-
5% """ % . ‘Z /g 7 . Inarkiev — Morozevich, (Rus— nent to clarify the situation in the 12.. Wds
| B K sian Ch. 2003): 10.0-0-0 £b5 center. The lesser evil
3% ”@// ///// 5 11.£xb5 axbb 12.8xb5+ c6

7 e 7, o . b1 Bad 15.g4 i i

. aF 13.22d3 Exa2 14 g Black was hoping for somethin . .

2 %,/&/ ; i@%////% ; A §\c4 16.4xc4 dxcd 1795 b iike 11.0-0 %cp6 v?/hen he can 9 12..4c8 was played in Artemiev
1 %ﬁé % % 7 z and Black's attack was faster, - Andersen, 2014, but the early

successfully fight for the key

a b ¢ e f g h

(0-1, 28). knight retreat kind of defeats




the purpose of the line. Indeed,
White castled long and claimed
a nice advantage after 13.0-0-0
Nc6 14.We3.

A useful prophylactic move tak-
ing the b4-square under con—
trol. 13.f5 is premature: 13...exf5
14.e67?! fxe6 15.%xg7 &f8 and

White's attack is going nowhere.

13...2c6 14.¥f2 h6

A necessary precaution before
castling.

14...0-0? loses immediately to
the Greek gift: 15.&xh7+ xh7
16.2g5+ etc.

B W Ed |
7%;%2%1%
FY LY ¥Y BT
s AEK
4 % >
s%/%g%@%w
2| A é%wgg@
1% % @ﬁ%

c e f g

16...2c8?!

With the benefit of hindsight
Black should have preferred
16...2c8 The b6-knight may
jump to c4 under the right cir—
cumstances.

So far everything has developed
relatively quietly but now the
game takes a sharp turn.

17.9a4!?

White takes advantage of
Black's previous. The knight is
going to ¢5 casually offering a
pawn in the meantime.

| did spend a lot of time and

ultimately decided to accept the
offer, for better or for worse:

17...2xe5
In the post-mortem GM lvan-
chuk also regarded this as the
critical test of his idea.

Chessbase correctly points out
that after 17...b6 18.g4! White's
kingside attack is going to be
very strong.

18.2xe5 &xa4 19.f5

o AW Ed |
A AR
od & &
5%% /@i @/é /@
4 /@ /@ /@ _
di N
o| A WA
a b ¢c d e f g h

19...%b67?

Originally, | was thinking that
19...d6 could repel the attack.
However, once the position oc-
curred on the board, | realized
that 20.f6 Wixf6 21.%d4! would
win a piece so this line isn't even
an option for Black. This serves
as yet another illustration of how
high—rated players win games:
they do more work over the
board than amateurs and fore—
see such tactical resources way
earlier than the opponent.

To be fair, Black may stay in
the game after the computer-
recommended 19...f6 intend-
ing to sacrifice an exchange:
20.2)g6 eb! 21.Hxf8 Lxf8 with
decent compensation. Another
tempting option for White is:
20.fxe6!? fxeb 21.Wxf8+ Wixf8
22.8h7+ sbxh7 23.8xf8 exploit-
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ing the opponent's lack of co-
ordination. Nevertheless, after
23..0b6 24.e7 He8 25.8xe5
A4 26.8xe8 £xe8 27.8xd5
¢g6 the endgame is probably
drawn.

The text move represents a
reluctant switch to plan B that
brings Black no joy at all.

20.2e3 exf5

There isn't much else.

GM Ivanchuk also calculated
20...0d6 21.f6 D)5 22.8xf5
exf5 when the computer finds
an amazing resource 23.4d7!!
winning in all lines. For example,
23...8xd7 24.fxg7 Efd8 25.5e8+
Hxe8 26.Wxb6 etc.

21.Wxf5 ¥xe3+ 22.¢2h1 ¥xd3
23.cxd3 De7

E  Ed |
/x/ %;%ﬁ
& A
| ARWY ﬁy
.
%V/ﬁ/ //
// % /g/éé

W / /z/@
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This is all part of Plan B. Black
intends to build a fortress and
draw even if he loses another
pawn. White is fully aware of
that and plays very energetically.
Black's lack of piece coordina—
tion remains a major problem for
the remainder of the game and
thus the elusive fortress never
materializes.

24.%g4! 2c6
In the post-mortem Vassily
pointed out that 24...2b5 25.a4
£ g6! must be the most te-
nacious defence. During the
game | clearly underestimated
White's technical difficulties
after 26.axb5 Qxe5 27.¥d4 Hd7
28.Wxd5 96 29.Wxb7 Efb8
30.Wf3 axbb5.

Now White always has an op-
tion of exchanging on c6 causing
irreparable damage to my pawn
structure.

25.h4 @396
Too late.

26.2xc6 bxc6 27.Ee1

27...Ba7

27...2fd8 is the last chance to
organize the defence. The rest is
a massacre.

28.He3 H\e7 29.8g3 g6 30.h5
&h7 31.¥d4 Bb7 32.%f6 g5
33.b4 Bc7 34.Ee3

1-0
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Dale Haessel had a very rough
tournament, and his games against
Shankland and Ivanchuk show how
bad things can get when you're
out of form and up against strong
GMs. With apologies to Dale, a bit
of strong medicine for everyone:

Shankland,Samuel
Haessel,Dale

A37

9th Edmonton International
Edmonton, Canada (5.5),
25.06.2014

Notes by John Upper

1.c4 c5 2.5¢3 g6 3.g3 &g7
4.292 Nc6 5.5f3 €5 6.0-0
5\ge7 7.a3 d6 8.b4
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8...2xb47??
8...e4! 9./g5 h6 A10.gxe4 f53.

9.axb4+-
One awful possibility is that Dale
—Anand-like?—was following this
game, which must have been
misrecorded: 9.2b5 Hbc63
1-0 Steingrimsson,H (2540)-
Perelshteyn,E (2536) Beijing,
2008.

9...cxb4 10.%a4+! Hc6
11.2d5

11.50d5 e4 12.5e1 £xal
13.Wxal ADf6+ +-,

11...2d7 12.e4

1-0




Notes by IM Richard Wang

Wang,Richard (2365)
Shankland,Samuel
(2632)

D05

e 9th Edmonton International (6),

e 126.06.2014

This was my sixth round game
against GM Samuel Shankland.
| didn't actually do much prepa-
ration for this game. In fact, for
all the games in the tournament,
| did minimal to no preparation.
For the first half of the tourna-
ment, this was because | was
too busy studying for finals.

However, since my performance

wasn't too bad, | thought | would
try to see how the rest of the
tournament would go without
opening preparation. Instead, |
tried to focus on finding natural
moves and using my intuition
more in the opening than actu-—

ally preparing. Thus, | played my

usual Colle this game.

1.d4 »f6 2.2f3 e6 3.e3 b6
4.2d3 £b7 5.0-0 d5
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Irina played the exact same
thing a couple rounds earlier.

| didn't have any trouble at all
during that game, so | wasn't too
worried about my lack of open—
ing preparation here.

6.b3 &e7

Irina played 6...£d6 here, and |
think that's a better square for
the bishop than e7. A lot of play—
ers are concerned about the
potential fork after a later He5
followed by ..%xe5. However,
the bishop is more active on d6
and has a greater central pres—
ence. As well, the e7 square can
be used for a queen or a knight.
If White does play %e5, Black
can always play around it like
this: 6...2d6 7.£b2 0-0 8.9e5 ¢c5
9.f4 £c6 10.a3 Ec8 11.0d2 De7
12.We2 He4d with an unbalanced
game, for example.

7.£2b2 0-0 8.De5 c5 9./)d2
2Qbd7 10.f4

G Y Laxrryi
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10...cxd4

| remembered playing this line
a few years ago against an—
other opponent and was trying
to remember what | did. How-
ever, in that game my opponent
directly played 10...2e4 without
exchanging pawns. Exchanging
on d4 beforehand seems like a
better choice as it removes my
potential option of dxc5, free—
ing up my dark—-squared bishop.
That previous game went:

10..2e4 11.9xed dxed 12.2c4
PDxe5 13.fxe5 £g5 14.We2

a6 15.a4 £d5 16.2xd5 exd5
(16...Wxd5 17.a5%) 17.a5% and |
had some targets on the queen—
side, Wang,R (2190)-Gardner,R
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(2151) 5th Edmonton Interna—
tional, 2010 (1-0, 38).

11.exd4 Ded 12.2\xed

12.%e2 was also possible 12...
5 13.4df3 H\df6 14.c4 £d6
15.a4 and it looks like | have
some pressure here. However, |
played many games where, after
exchanging on e4, my central
pawns become very powerful.

12...dxe4 13.2c4 &d5

E W Hae
& /W/x/%

4.
% )
2
VA VA //7
/été/% )
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14.%e2

| barely considered taking on d5.
The whole point of exchanging
on e4 was to free my c- and d-
pawns to advance, but that won't
be very strong if he can main-
tain a pawn on d5. As well, my
bishop would be very bad in that




Wang - Ivanchuk, Richard was 7 when Ivanchuk played in the 2005 Canadian Open. 62

position. ily attacked some slight pressure.
t- . and can be
T = = ted
idsecs NG e al = it mom3. | 22-.8xb2 23.8xb2 exd5
17.e2 £)6 ‘f“;? E\j\,'ﬁ:rT' -
18.c4 Hac8 it will be in ° /%/ ZEZ/ //Z//
19.Bac1 Efd8 o excol— 7%/4 ) W A 124
ggaﬁggﬁf lent position ° &
much better to support i
' a central 4
advance. 3
14...f5 15.Ead1 2
| was again try— 17...22a8 1
ing to avoid an | 18. ;3
exchange on d5. SM Massily '
- Implement- :
ing the plan Ibhavl:?I a passetd ria\k/lvn and will
15...Wc7 outlined above. Fritz gives Black e able to contest the open
15...&xc4 16.%xc4 also isn't bad E/ @/@% a slight edge in this position, but c-file. As well, Black has to be
--s=XC4 10.5XC4 also Isnt bad. A = ’ wary of the a2-g8 diagonal. On

| find it quite hard for Black to the other hand, my light-squared

15...4xe5 16.fxe5 16. dxeb
/ . .
is also an interesting option ﬁn/ /// l% % find an active plan. bishop is blocked by my own d5-

8
7
6
16...8xc4 17.¥ixcd Wc8 18.We2 sl %%g_
4
3
2

///////////////////////

nry pawn and won't be as useful as |

c6 19.c4 This was the kind %ﬁ ;/g// g?/// ) 18...2f6 19.b4 H)b8 20.2b5 would like.
(E)’,fl poks!tlo'r; I wa? IIO(t)IL(mg 4fodr.5lf %ﬁ/ //%/ //// /%/ 2¢6
uas% Vlvsl.lr|1 bge\l/reeru;troen ) i é@.ﬁ/ W ///é/ //% Trying to exchange pieces, 25.. %d6 26.2c4
. 77 ) . ) - .
P y J W // ﬁ/ ﬁ which is always a good idea Bringing my bishop to a better
a b h when you have less space. diagonal
16.2a6 20..4c6 21.2a4.
Freeing up my c—pawn to ad- The drawback to this plan, of
vance. course, is that my light-squared 5 5 26...2c8 27.2b3 Hg6 28.93
bishop is temporarily shut out of ~ 21-2Xc6 2xc6 22.d5

play. However, it can't be eas- Simplifying the position into one
16...2ad8 17.c4 where | felt that | could maintain
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28...2c7?

Black's first real mistake in the
game. After my next couple
moves, he is forced to allow me
to infiltrate his position.

M28...2fd8 29.Hc1 &f8 30.2fd1
and | like White's position, al—
though it should be equal.

29.8c1! Bff7

When he played ...Ec7 Black
has missed that if he doubles

on the c—file he loses: 29...&fc8
30.&c6! winning, as Black is
forced to relinquish the blockade
and open up the light-squared
bishop.

30.2fd1

Protecting the queen, and thus
renewing the threat of Zc6.

30...2Exc1

30...55f8 is a better defensive try,
although White is still much bet—
ter: 31.52c6 Exc6 32.dxc6 ¥xd4+
33.2xd4 2c7 34.b5 che7 35.2d5
¢bfe 36.2f2, White should win
this position.

31.BExc1 He7 32.%e5
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Moving my pieces deeper into
Black's position, and now he's
completely lost.

32...2f6 33.2c7?!

33.Wixe7 just wins on the spot.
Luckily, though, my move still
wins.

33...2f8 34.8xa7 gd
Desperation, but Black's position

is hopeless anyway.

35.2a8+ f7 36.2a7 &f8
37.2d7!

Deflecting the queen away from
the 6 rook. 37...%xd7 38.%¥xf6+
che8 39.Wh8+ &f7 40. d6+ is
winning, so Black resigned here.

This was my first ever win
against a played rated over
2600, so | was happy with the
result. In regards to my "experi—
ment" that | talked about before
this annotation, | don't think that
preparation is as important as
some people are led to believe.

| managed to score a respect-
able 4/9 in a relatively strong
field with minimal preparation.
Of course it is important to be on
top of opening theory, but it's not
the end of the world if you don't
know theory up to move 15!

I'd like to thank the organizers
and the Edmonton Chess Club
for a very enjoyable tournament.
It was a success as usual, and

| look forward to playing again
next year!

IM Richard Wang
1-0
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Mini-Report after Round 6
Unfortunately, the time manage-
ment problem mentioned before
brought me down again in round
4, which is my worst game of the
tournament so far. | spent way too
much time in the middlegame on
contemplating how bad my posi-
tion was, then quickly produced
a series of third-rate moves. 34.
Rxe7? was played for the specta-
tors although Raja did burn a lot
of time finding one of the winning
sequences available.

The following morning an interest-
ing thought crossed my mind: is
it really as impossible to prepare
against GM Ivanchuk as the con-
ventional wisdom suggests? | have
decided to give it a try and to look
at a few lines. Remarkably, this
seemingly futile approach worked!
The Ukrainian genius plunged into
deep thinking after move 8, while
| had the position after move 10
on my board just a few hours be-
fore the start of the game. Impos-
sible is nothing. Vassily mentioned
in the post-mortem that he re-
called games by GMs Alexander
Morozevich and Nigel Short that
hadn’t gone well for White and
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opted for a different line.

As a result, | got an OK position
out of the opening with a signifi-
cant lead on the clock. Then 17.
Na4!? was played. Now, contrary
to what some online commenta-
tors say, | certainly did not believe
White blundered a pawn there. In
fact, my original intention was the
correct 17..b6 keeping the char-
acter of the position unchanged.
Then it occurred to me that 17...
Nxe5 would clearly make the
game more interesting and fun
to watch... | did overlook that af-
ter the intended 19..Nd6 20. f6
Qxf6 White has 21. Qd4! winning
a piece but that wasn’t the main
reason why | grabbed that hot
pawn. Curiously, GM Ivanchuk said
in the post-mortem that it must
have been the right way for Black
to play. He was also quite wor-
ried about Black’s ability to build a
fortress so he found a strong plan
h2-h4-h5 that completely disrupt-
ed my piece coordination. All in all,
a great experience for me anyway.

When preparing for round 6 | found
a small trap based on a slightly
modified move order. Our previ-
ous game went 5. 0-0 Nf6 6. Nc3

Qh5 7. b3 etc. However,
Stockfish pointed out
that if | play 5. Nc3 right
away, then 5...Qh57?!
isn’t so good because of
an odd-looking 6. Qa4N
That little wrinkle con-
fused Alex so much that
he blundered with 8...
Nd7? This time “play-
ing for the spectators”

actually netted me a

pawn and eventually a

whole point.

Before the last three
rounds my chances of
getting an IM norm
are purely theoretical
but I'll try to make the
most out of it.

Rd 7: Black vs. GM Wesley So
| can’t help but think that Ill
be playing a version of Magnus
Carlsen rated 2744. Or a ruthless
terminator. The ease with which
the magician from the Philippines
creates something from nothing is
simply astounding...
In any case, my first move will
be 1...e6, hopefully reaching some
line from the Classical French.

Rd 8: Black vs. GM Kovalyov
Another participant who needs no
introduction. In fact, | have writ-
ten a big article about him for the
newsletter just a few months ago.
So far my games with Anton went
either very well (meaning that |
managed to get a relatively early
draw) or very wrong (+0-3=2).

| expect a positional line against
the Dutch, similar to what oc-

Try solving from here, the full problem is at the end. 64

curred last time. Avoiding the
time pressure will again be
the top priority. | know from
previous experience that play-
ing GM Kovalyov on a 30-sec-
ond increment is an absolute
nightmare.

Rd 9: White vs. GM Irina Krush
Both times that we played so
far went quite well for me al-
though the final results was a
little disappointing (+0-1=1).
The first game was particularly
interesting. | got a nice position
with Black when White sud-
denly played what looked a mis-
take dropping a pawn. | didn’t
see any tricks and did accept
the gift. After a slight inaccuracy,
however, my pieces got stuck

on the queenside and were un-

able to defend the king against a
rapidly growing White’s attack. At
that point of the game | was think-
ing in awe that the pawn offer had
actually been a part of Irina’s deep
plan that | had fallen for. Howev-
er, when | asked her this question
in the post-mortem, Irina said it
wasn’t the case at all and she sim-
ply lost that pawn.

The moral of the story is that the




opponent’s abilities must not be
overestimated. Unless it is GM
Vassily Ivanchuk, of course.

| wouldn’t mind repeating the
opening of our previous encoun-
terin 2012 as | got an OK position
as White and now know where to
improve.

Notes FM Vladimir Pechenkin

So,Wesley (2744)
Pechenkin,Viadimir
(2311)

Cl1

9th Edmonton International
Edmonton (7), 27.06.2014

1.e4 €6 2.d4 d5 3.9c3 £)f6 4.e5
Hfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Df3 &c6 7.2e3
a6 8.%d2 b5 9.a3

/////////////

%x%x

M///%

B A o, 7,
% ;M/ % %

/ﬁ///ﬁ/
%.7 é%

a g h

- )] w £ (&) (o)) ~ [e]
A

A modern treatment of the po—

sition. White takes preventive
measures against b5-b4.

9...%a5
Black renews the threat.

10.2a2

The purpose of this unusual-
looking move is to defend the
rook making ...b5-b4 less effec—
tive.

10...%b6

The queen goes back to a nor—
mal square. Black's argument

in spending a tempo is that the
rook on a2 is worse than on a1.

11.De2 ¥c7
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The computer likes this prophy-
lactic move even though it does
look silly at first glance.
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12.g3

The point of Black's previous
is that in case of 12.dxc57!
the knight recapture
12...Axc5 becomes possible.
The knight is then ready to
jump to e4. With the Black
queen on b6 White would
win a piece with a simple
b2-b4.

12...h5

Following the computer rec-
ommendation again. Black
kind of seizes space on the
kingside and is about to kick
the & g3. However, the long—
term consequences of the pawn
advance will favor White.

Instead, Black may play in a
standard fashion: 12...cxd4
13.)xd4 &b7 etc.

13.c3 h4

Otherwise, Black's previous
doesn't make sense.

14.)e2 c4

The White pieces are heav—
ily concentrated around the
d4-square so Black decides to




make this concentration some—
what useless.

that White cannot prevent ...b5-
b4. Play may continue 16.h3
b4 17.2e2 Hb6 18.0-0 bxa3
19.bxa3 a4 20.2c1 Eb8 with

21...£d7 keeping the options
open for the time being.
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It is indeed time to improve the

position of the king but it should
be done by 25...%f8 going to g8
next. White has got a lot of work

14..% a5 looks like a more logi—
cal follow-up, but White can
neutralize the upcoming ... \c4:
15.2f2 2e7 16.Wc2 Hcd 17.Hc1;
nevertheless, this was probably

20.2d1 Hf8 21.2c2 Hgb
22.2aa1l
Now White has all the time in the
world to prepare a breakthrough
on the kingside.

sufficient counterplay on the
queenside.

to do to break through.

26.)\h3 &f7 27.8f2

16.2h3 Hf5 17.£f2 a5 18.2e2 Now Black has to worry about

the way to go. £e7 19.0-0 both €6 and h4, and it quickly
roves to be too much to handle.
22...8d7 23.5\hg5 2a6 P
8 E%%%%%%f% 24.2ae1 ¥c8
q ’ )Q/ﬁ@?} /f/// Black anticipates that €6 is going 27---@93
8 % Zgﬁ 6 /% /% ‘ /% % to be the key square and over— The point of Black's maneuver.
/////// w sl 2 24 H protects it as much as possible. Activating the queen looks like a
7 ] z & . : :
6% & 7 %Z/% s . ( im: /% good idea but the problem is that
7 U PN there is no time for that.
s A RS N B G 4 25.8e3
4 /%;// A& e @c@@@z%
W DY % /// //////////// Y '
et R Ea R ] e e o
h=q I 7 O Ol e urns out that Black canno
% o @// % /%3//34‘ %/% defend his two weak spots.
W LRGN X i a
a e f g h 19...a47 %% %%//// %////
Obviously, this move can't be 7y 7yl

i an ;//; ””” i 29...%h7 30.Efe1

15...5)e7 good.

Black is now too concerned with
the fate of the brave h4-pawn.
Now White regroups and gradu-

| was afraid that after the natural
19..0f8 20.£d1 Hgb 21.£c2 my
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ally takes control of the whole
board.

The correct way to treat the
position is with the unexpected
return 15...Wa5! emphasizing

pieces may be too tied up, and
White would be able to favour—
ably open up the position on the
queenside at the right moment.
Certainly, this was way too pes-—
simistic. Black could have played

25...f67?

This impatient move gives White

new options.

/ /%
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30...%h6

Relatively best is 30...£d8 al-
though Black still loses the h4-

pawn after 31.We2 N8 32.&xh4.

Here Wesley spent quite a bit of
time, apparently choosing be-
tween two good continuations.

31.exf67?!
This wins a pawn but White was
entitled to more: 31.%e2! He6
32.exf6 Exe3 33.0fg5+ is kill-
ing. Relatively best is: 33...¢2f8
34.fxg7+ xg7 35.%xe3 £d6 but
the absence of the key f6-pawn
will not allow Black to last long.

31...gxf6 32.5xh4 £d6
33.5xg6 xg6 34.8g3

N w A~ OO N
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34...2aa8

In time pressure Black hurries to
contest the e—file and underesti-
mates White's next.

The prophylactic 34..%h5 is to
be preferred.

35.2\g5 Hae8

35...fxg5? loses immediately to
36.fxg5 Wh5 37.£.xd6.

36.0e6 2f7 37.5)c5 Exe3
38.%xe3
Keeping the rooks on the board
for the time being with 38.2xe3
£c8 39.52e1 looks a little more
challenging.

38...2e8 39.%f2 Exe1+
40.%xe1 £c8

/////////////

////////
.
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The time control passed, and

| suddenly realized that Black's
position might not be as bad as

| had thought. It is true that the
computer gives White a large
advantage, but how can he
make real progress? His major
problem is his seemingly beauti-
ful knight is helplessly stuck in
the middle of the board. In fact,
White was unable to solve this
problem till pretty much the end
of the game.
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41.%f1 Wh5 42.h3 &e7

The king goes to c6 in order to
overprotect the d5-pawn.

43.52f2 bd8 44.se1 c7
45.52d2 sec6 46.%f2 28

Black is in no real danger of get-
ting into a zugzwang.

47.%e3 2d6
; )
7% / / /
of dd & )
s%/x%x/x/}!
4 | /%
2 // ///8///

48.%f2

48 .%e6 doesn't accomplish
much as Black has a cold-
blooded 48...¥g6 forcing the
knight back.

48...2f8 49.2h4 Wh6 50.2c2
Wg6 51.We2 2d6 52.Wf3 £f8
53.22 £d6 54.2d2 ¥h6
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Black's defence isn't very diffi—
cult as there are only a couple of
things to watch out for.

55.2e3 g6 56.%g3

White can try 56.h4 but this
achieves even less than the
continuation in the game:
56...Wg4 57.h5 28 58.293
Wxf3+ 59.¢oxf3 ¢hd6 60.£h4
¢he7 with a dead draw.

56...%xg3+
Black is happy to exchange
queens. The bishop pair should
hold the position.

57.2xg3 2f8
There is absolutely no need to
go for 57...&xc5 58.dxc5 &xc5
as the opposite—color bishop do
not guarantee a draw at all. After

59.£h4 Black's position looks
worrisome.

58.2h4 297 59.%f3 &d6
60.94
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White finally puts his kingside
pawn majority into motion but
Black is ready.

60...fxg4+ 61.hxg4 e7
62.2f2

A necessary precaution. 62.f5?
runs into 62...£h6.

62...f5

| believed this to be an easy way
to draw but wasn't entirely cor-
rect.

63.2h4+ &f6

| certainly didn't like the fact

that after 63...56f7 64.gxf5 £xf5
65.£a6 the White knight flies out
of the cage.

64.2xf6+

64.95 £h8 65.96+ B8 66.£d8
¢bg7 is a dead draw.

64...2xf6 65.95+

65.gxf5 oxf5 66.5g3 g6 is
another dead draw and White
doesn't even have any tricks.

65...22g7 66.¢2g3 £h7 67.2h4
g6
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This should have been the end
of the game as Black's for—
tress is unbreakable. However,
high—level chess implies that the
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stronger side will try everything
possible before acknowledg-
ing such a fact. The following
seemingly pointless maneuver—
ing pursues two goals. The first
one is to show the opponent that
White doesn't have any winning
plan. When Black is lulled into

a false sense of security, White
will try something unexpected
hopefully catching the oppo-
nent by surprise. The second
goal is to cause to Black to burn
time thinking how to meet some
imaginary threats. Then he won't
have enough time to calculate
when it's really needed. Fortu-
nately, the position is too simple
for either strategy to work suc-
cessfully: the only chance for
White is b2-b3 so until that hap-
pens Black may play quickly
gaining time on the clock instead
of spending it.

68.2h3 g7 69.%2g3 &h7
70.2£3 g7 71.cke3 g6
72.2e2 g7 73.%2e1 ©h7
74.52d2 g6 75.¢¢c2 vh5
76.52d1 g6 77.22d2 ©h5
78.52¢c2 g6 79.¢kd1 &h5
80.cke2 g6 81.2f2 g7
82.2f3 ©h7 83.¢kf2 g7
84.22e3 g6 85.2d2 vh5




86.%2c1 g6
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As far as | can tell, White some-
how managed to avoid a three—
fold repetition. The time has
come to try his last
resource.

87.b3 axb3
It is interesting that
87...cxb37? does lose
to 88.c4! For exam-
ple, 88...dxc4 89.d5
c3 90.d6 b4 91.axb4
a3 92.5xb3 and
wins.

88.%2b2 &h5
89.%2b1 g6
90.ckc1 ©h5 91.¢0d2
g6 92.%2¢c1 £h5
93.cbb2 g6

8 %g% %%
6 /////////@%
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94.%b1
94 & xb3? is suicidal: 94...cxb3
95.%2xb3 h5 96.%2b4 £d7 and
Black's f-pawn will decide the
game.

94...5bh5 95.0c1 hg6 96.52d1
¢bh5 97.cd2 g6 98.a4 bxas
99.N\xa4
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The knight finally gets a taste of
freedom. Black has nothing to
worry about though as the b3-
passer is too strong. White plays
on for a few more moves before
accepting the inevitable.

99...£e6 100.2c5 £9g8
101.20d7 g7 102.2e5 £e6
103.%2¢c1 £h7 104.52b2 g7
105.2¢c6 g6 106.De7+ &f7
107.2c6 g6 108.De7+ f7
109./c6 g6

Black claimed a draw by a

threefold repetition.
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Notes FM Viadimir Pechenkin

Pechenkin,Viadimir
Krush,lIrina (2484)

EO5

9th Edmonton International Ed-
monton (9), 29.06.2014

1.c4 €6 2.g3 d5 3.292 »f6
4.5f3 £e7 5.0-0 0-0 6.d4
dxc4
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This time | was unable to predict
my opponent's opening choice
and had to struggle a little. For-
tunately, the Open Catalan is
one of those lines where White
can hardly get a worse position
even in case of some inaccura-
cies.

7.%c2 a6 8.%xc4 b5 9.%c2
£b7 10.2d2 £2e4 11.%c1 Hc6

I Survived Hurricane Wesley. Pechenkin and pal David Miller. (Razzaq photo)




%14 % @

i

e %@%
88

/////////////////////////

%@@ Az%

a f g

- N W P OO0 N @

Irina follows a 2012 game of
mine that | actually barely re—
membered.

12.%e3
The engine's first line.

The aforementioned game
continued: 12.e3 »b4 13.£xb4
&xb4 14.a3 2e7 15.5c3 &b7
16.b4 Here Black made a grave
positional error 16..2e4? al-
lowing 17.%e5 ©xc3 18.¥xc3
£xg2 19.8xg2 £f6 20.5c6 with
a dream position in the Catalan
for White in Pechenkin,V (2312)
—Kaufman,R (2336) Calgary,
2012, (1-0, 44).

12...Ec8 13.2d1

White has taken care of the d4-
pawn, and now Black has to do

something about her queen's
bishop.

13...2a5

Black may not be satisfied with
13...20b4 14.%c3 &b7 15.a3
Abdb5 16.0e5 Dxc3 17.¥xc3
#xg2 18.82xg2 which looks kind
of similar to the line above.

14.2bd2

White intends to keep the a5-
knight at bay for as long as pos-—
sible.

14...2b7

More accurate is 14...2d5 mak-
ing it hard for White to achieve
15.a3 in view of 15...2b3

15.9e5

Here this thematic thrust doesn't
produce the desired effect.

The game Giri — Sanikidze,
2011, continued 15.a3. Due

to the lack of control of the
b3-square Black was more or
less obligated to go for 15...

b4 16.axb4 £xb4 17.2a4 £Hd5
and here White could have tried
18.%a11? Hxe3 19.fxe3 &)c6

20.%c4 increasing his grip on
the dark squares.

15...2xg2 16.5oxg2 Wd5+
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17.)df3

Otherwise, Black will achieve the
freeing c7-cb.

17..%b7

After this seemingly logical move
Black begins experiencing some
difficulties. During the game |
didn't like 17..%e4 and it's in—
deed Black's best. White has
problems untangling his pieces.

18.%c2!

If Black doesn't do something
quickly, White will restore the
coordination of his pieces and
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will simply stand better. That's
why Black opts for a thematic
break:

18...c5! 19.dxc5 Hd5 20.2.d4

Correct.
After 20.Exd5 exd5 21.b4 &Hc4
22.£d4 White gets enough
compensation for the exchange
but he doesn't need to resort to
such drastic measures.

20...f6

Otherwise, Black may not be
able to win her pawn back.

21.2d3 e5
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22.e4!

The only but sufficient continua—
tion.




22...exd4?

After this natural capture White
obtains a large positional advan-
tage.

22...5¢77? is simply bad in
view of 23.2c3! £c6 24.b4+-.

The computer strongly rec—
ommends 22...2b4!? 23.5\xb4
exd4 which may indeed be the
only way for Black to keep the
position close to equality. Af-
ter 24.)d5 &xc5 25.8ac1 D4
the knight is back into play, and
White may not have anything
special here.

23.exd5 ¥xd5 24.b4
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24...)c6

24...2c4? is no good as White
wins a pawn immediately:
25.9\f4 W6 26.2xd4+-,

During the game | was a little
concerned about 24...g5!? This
move is indeed playable but
White can preserve the advan-
tage by means of 25.bxa5 g4
26.2ac1 gxf3+ 27.g1

25.%b3

Another good plan is 25.%f4
W7 26.a3 intending to win the
d4-pawn quickly. Black's best is
26...f5 playing for tricks.

25...Wc4 26.2dc1 Wf7

26..Wxb3 27.axb3 Ea8 is an
alternative. White doesn't have
the a2-a4 lever anymore but
maintains strong pressure af-
ter 28.2a2 Ha7 29.8e1 &f7
30.2ae2.

27 % xf7+ coxf7 28.a4
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29.axb5
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32.5)fe5+ fxe5 33.4)xe5+ ¢f8
34 .&%xc6+- but it's too coopera-
tive to hope for.

| was tempted to immediately
commence operations on the
queenside as Black faces a dif-

ficult choice.
2 39... Exb5
28...2b8 =
Not best. % > % / /E %
_ % ////// ds & &

28...bxa4 29.5xa4 2a8 is
worse as White obtains a firm
grip on the queenside: 30.d2
Bfb8 31.4)c4 b5 32.5b6 Ha7
33.Zcal Black can hardly move
anything.

% % w Y
x%m% .

&
////// % .

%/%

I §\§
o e
%

The computer recommends
28...2a8. For example: 29.8a3
Hfb8 30.axb5 axb5 31.Eca1
Exa3 32.Exa3 tbe6 33.2a6 &d7
and White maintains a very nice
position but has got a lot of work
to do to get a full point.

The critical moment of the game.

30.2c4?

| briefly considered the cor-
rect 30.2xab! H\xb4 31.5)xb4
Exb4 32.c6 but rejected it: the

White
would
certainly
like to
see 29...
axb5?
30.2ab6
Bfc8
31.8xc6!
Exc6




material remains equal, and
Black's passed pawn looks more
dangerous than before. It was
worth calculating further: 32...d3
33.8a7 Eb2 34.2d7! the key ma-—
neuver that allows me to win my
opponent's d—pawn under more
favorable circumstances than
the game, 34...2c8 35.2xd3 &b6
36.%d4, the c—pawn promises
White good winning chances.

30...a5!

The queenside is going to be
liquidated.

31.bxa5 Exab 32.82xa5 Hxa5
33.Exd4 Ec8

o]
. 4eki
4 & %
// ﬁ % %

//Z@%
. E BN
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34.2d7

Now Black wins the pawn back
with a dead draw.

The best try was 34.2b4 keep-—
ing the pawn for now. After
34..5)c6 (34...2xc5?? 35.8b5+-)
35.5b3 Black still needs to find a
way to surround and win White's
passer.

34...2b3 35.c6 Dab5
The hurried 35...Exc67? allows
36.5fe5+ fxe5 379 xe5+ 2eb
38.8xe7+ oxe7 39.%xc6+ and
White can torture the opponent
for a while, though without much
real hope of winning.

36.0f4 Nxc6 37.\d5 sLe6
38.5Hxe7 &xd7 39.5\xc8
¢hxc8 40.h4

Y2="/2

Mini-Report after Round 9

Somewhat surprisingly, the last
segment of the tournament turned
out to be the best one. | did not ex-
pect any points in round 7 against
Wesley So and was just hoping for
an interesting game. | got lucky
again in the opening as the posi-
tion after White’s 12th move had
been on my board the same after-
noon. | opted for the computer-

recommended 12...h5 and 13...h4,
only to find out a few moves after-
wards that the brave pawn became
a huge long-term liability. The Fili-
pino star kept building up the pres-
sure relentlessly and could have
finished Black off
with 31. Qe2 Reb
32. ef Re3 33.
Nfg5+ etc. Luck-
ily for me, Wes-
ley grabbed the
h4-pawn instead.
White still maintained a large ad-
vantage but somehow misplayed
the position in my time pressure.

After the time control | sudden-
ly felt like Sarah Connor, who was
able to miraculously escape the
ruthless Terminator. The super-GM
burnt a lot of time trying to find a
winning plan but didn’t come up
with anything special. After the
exchange of queens | was almost
sure that I'd be able to draw the
game and then found 62...f5 and
63...Bf6. The computer gives White
a ridiculously large plus score, but
the position is clearly drawn at that
point!

This draw eventually cost Wesley
the main trophy. Had he beaten
me, he would have finished in a tie

72

for the first place with GM Ivan-
chuk. Their tie-breaks would have
been absolutely identical, and a
coin toss would have been needed
to determine the tournament win-
ner.

This draw eventually cost
Wesley the main trophy.

In round 8 GM Anton Kovalyov
opted for the same setup against
the Dutch as had been predicted.
The computer didn’t like Black’s
position at all but Anton somehow
misplayed it and gave me all the
chances. In fact, 21...f4! 22. gf Qh6
would have put White into a dif-
ficult situation. | saw the idea but
decided to improve with 21...c5
expecting a natural 22. e3? cd 23.
ed f4 when White’s position would
be pretty much lost. However, An-
ton is the highest rated player in
Canada and he quickly found the
only move — 22.g4!— more or less
forcing Black to sacrifice a piece.
The position remained unclear, but
White managed to consolidate and
then converted his extra piece.




With 3 points out of.8 | needed a Edmonton 2014
win against GM Krush in round 9 to
get an IM norm. Incidentally, that
win would have brought me my So, Wesley
first GM scalp. The opening didn’t Shankland, Sam
go very well, but then everything Kovalyov, Anton
started working in my favour until Panjwani, Raja
the critical position was reached Krush, Irina
on move 30. Here | briefly consid- Wang, Richard
ered the cprrect (?ontinuation §30. Pechenkin, Viadimir
Ra6!) but judged it to be too risky

. . : Yam, Alex
given my slight time pressure. As
often happens however, the safe Haessel, Dale
second line turned out to be signif-
icantly weaker, and White’s advan-

tage proved insufficient foramuch  Edmonton Chess Festival Chucky's Dessert
-needed full point. While this was

Ivanchuk, Vassily

¥l 2| O] C©

NN

. ' point. & o 7 B
a slightly disappointing end of the Chief Organizer: Micah Hughey 73/%%%%%7/@ 5., 5\g6
tournament, | can hardly complain  chjef Arbiter: FA Ali Razzaq N %f% /% 7 5..shg7 6.8c7+= the only way to
about the overall result. As usual, S /V/ /V/ /V/ ¢ escape the & checks is to cross
there will be another chance to do /%% 2, /% 7 the 6th rank, which allows White
better next year. s B %8 t h £
Sponsors % o 7 0 exchange &s.
Edmonton Chess Club i %7/ %7/ %7/ %7
FM Vladimir Pechenkin - 2l . .
Alberta Chess Association 1 / / / /m 6.2c5 H\g3 7.8h5! Hxh5 8.g5
1498413 Alberta Incorporated After gxh6 the HH&) v & ending is
Peter and Dawn Rock-Lacroix drawn.
Photos Sardul Purewal 1.8e5 Hig3 2.8e3 Hf1 3.8h3
Viad Rekhson Robert Brazeau ' ' :
Ali Razzaq Ea6+ 4.5tb7! Bh6 5.2c3! ARTA
Link Joskin Cleto Threatens a perpetual; support—
In Peter Luna ing the & for checks from c8 is composer: N.Ryabinin, 1990.
http://edmonton-international.com/ why the White & had to go to b7. based on: V.Khortov, 1976.




b cames by Raz & Bindi_ Z

North America’s biggest and rich-
est annual tournament took place
over Independence Day week in
Arlington, Virginia. As always, it at-
tracted dozens of Grandmasters

“° W and lots of Canadians (21). Three

players tied for first overall with
7/9: GMs llya Smirin, lllia Nyzh-
nyk, and Conrad Holt. GM Anton
Kovalyov lost to winners Smirin
and Holt, but finished as top Cana-
dian with 5%2/9. Tied with Anton,
but making the biggest splash, was
FM Razvan Preotu, who played
eight GMs but still scored 5%2/9 to
notch a GM Norm! IM Bindi Cheng
was next, a ¥2-point behind Anton
and Razvan. Other Canadians:
Open

IM Richard Wang 4Y2/9

Michael Song 4/9

IM Raja Panjwani 3/7 WD

FM Michael Humphreys 3/9

James Chan 2%2/9

Brian Fiedler 2/7 WD

U2400
FM Y. Zhang 3%2/8

U2200
Victor Dzera 6/9
William Graif 6/9

U2000
Peter Bokhout 5/9
Ralph Deline 4%2/9

U1800

Dennis Shamroni 6%2/9
Mario Piccinin 6/9

S. Humphreys 5/9

George Avery Jones 2Y2/9

U1600
Ethan Low 5¥2/9
Hoyin Yong 4/9

U1200
Tani Bercuvitz 4/8

The Huddled Masses ...

Games

Chess Canada is pleased to present
five World Open games from Raz-
van and Bindi, four of them anno-
tated by the players.

Notes by FM Razvan Preotu
Preotu,Razvan (2341)

Gonzalez Vidal,Yuri
(2546)

B48

2014 World Open Arlington (2),
03.07.2014

This was my second-round game
against Cuban GM Yuri Gonzalez

Vidal. After being able to escape
the first round against a much
weaker opponent (I was worse,
but my opponent got in a very bad
time trouble and lost), this game
was not only important point-wise
(so | could play another titled play-
er in the 3" round), but also to get
my confidence back.

1.e4 ¢c5 2.3 €6 3.d4 cxd4
4.9)xd4 Nc6 5.)c3 Wic7

The Sicillian Timanov variation.

6.£2e3 a6 7.¥d2 ©f6 8.0-0-0




m O

- N W A0 N
\§

d e g

8...b5

8...2b4 9.f3 He5 has been
played many more times, but
White seems to have the better
results after 10.2b3 b5 11.We1
threatening £xb5 and planning
to place the bishop on d4 and
bring the queen to the kingside.

8...8e7 9.f3 b5 10.g4 Hxd4
11.£xd4 &b7 is another way to
transpose to the game.

9.f3 2b7 10.g4 Nxd4
11.2xd4

11.%xd4 seems to be inferior

as the queen can be exposed

to a center break prepared by
...2d8 and ...d5, as well as leav-
ing the pawn on c2 unprotected
and vulnerable to ...Ec8 and ...b4
ideas.

- N W OO N

a b

13.seb1

13.2e2 trying to trade off the
knight on h5 by going Ng3 is
too ambitious, as after 13...2c8!
the pressure on the c—file forces
White to abandon that plan:
14.h4 (...&xg5 was a threat)
14...0-0 15.£h3 £d6 16.5tb1
Nf4=,

13.2e5!? looks tempting but
Black seems to comfort—-

ably equalize after 13...Wxe5
14 ¥ixd7+ 2f8 15.¥xb7 &xg5+
16.22b1 Wb8!

Analysis Diagram
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17.2d7 Wixb7 18.8xb7
£f6 19.a4 £xc3 20.bxc3
bxad 21.£xab g5
22.8b5 ¢hg7 23.Hd1
Nf4 24.2dd7 Enf8 25.c4
g6 where the bet-

ter pawn structure and
good dark—square con—
trol fully compensates
the activity of White's
rooks.

17.%c6 g6 18.2d7 We8!
19.a4 bxa4 20.9xa4
Nf6 21.8d6 Wxc6

22 .5xc6 a5 gives Black
no problem due to the
excellent dark—square
control.

13...0-0 14.2e2 Bac8
15.2h3

75

Preparing £g4 and stopping the
threat of ...&xg5 because the
2h1 defends the Ed1.

15...f5!
15...967 16.294 &g7 is another
way to save the knight, but after
17.h4 Black has to face a very
strong attack.

FM Razvan Preotu
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16.gxf6 18.2d4 Analysis Diagram White has a rook and two pawns
for the two pieces, which nor-
"y = ° %/ 7 }é% mally in anypendgame is a ma-
8 %E%% /E/%/% 8 %E/%/ @%%% 7%/&} ///% i terial advantage.
7%}@/} £ i 1 4Wa &k AW }"@2
fS B IV JFY I FY I ¥y o
& T 2 0 W 2 Y % 22.%d6 Wf7 23.2d3 h6
7Y B B s 4 5 VB y
4 %/// 2@%&%/// %/% 4 ’/// //@/48%/ % 3% i %/ 24.8hd1 s2h7
3% %/// %///é%///g 3% %/’ ””” @ 8%/c§3 of T %/ % 24...2e6? a.IIOWS too many
“w) i o)) e P »m “wW e exchanges: 25.Wxfg8+ Wxf8
° g//&/@g @%//ﬁ% s 2 g%/gég/ 7 /%,/ 4 W <& H = 26.8d8+- with an easily winning
d ///% //% %E 1 %‘%)/%ﬁ/% /%ﬁ @b ¢ " endgame as Black's queenside
a b ede il gh a boc de T gh _ _ pawns are simply lost.
The best White can do is to
16...2xf6 18...5\h5? force a draw by perpetual after:
16...)xf6 is also possible, but This allows a favourable change ES%E%G: hxg6 27:Eixg6+ <18 25.8c3
it makes more sense to trade in the position for White which ' '
off that powerful bishop on d4. could have been avoided. A) 28..9e8?? 29.5)d6+! s KB
Although after 17.8hg1 He8 be7 (29...%2d8 30.¥h8++-) % / /\g%@
(17..%xh2?? 18.%h6 30.Dc8++-, / 7 ///// //// %
2f7 19.8xg7+ Bxg7 B) 28...52g8 29.¥ig6+=. % Iy / / Y

20.8xe6++) 184593 Want to improve like Razvan?
Bf7 (18..Wc4?2?

a8
7

- N W P OO N

is bad tactically . 19.2xe6! dxe6 20.2xe6+ % /éﬁé A »
due to 19.8xg7 Try analyzing your own | ©h8 21.2xc8 &xc8s S I I
B \xg7 20.Wxc4 games in this detail. L& o
bxc4 21.Bxd7+-; a b ¢ d e
18..Wixh2?? 19.f4
&6 20.8g2+-) 19.f4 ¥ic4 20.b3 25...2e8
£Ixd3 21.cxd3 the positionis also  18...1b6 19.Ehg1 Ef7 20.a3 Itis hard to find useful moves
fairly equal. g6= and Black has a very solid that don't lose material on the
position which is hard to break spot:
through; for example after,
17.2xf6 Hxf6 21.99h6 Hod 22,03 Ho5! 23,415 Z%5...=@,e¢s 2%@’xa6 b4 27.%3
17..8xf6?? 18.294 HHf4 19.5)xf4 oxf5 24 exf5 Bxf5 25 O\xf5 Gxf3 f4 28.b3 g2 29.5ed3 4\f4
Bxf4 20.Wxd7 Wxc2+ 21.shal+-. ' ' 30.23d2+.




25...a5 26.Wb6 b4 27.2e3 Hf4
28.Wxa5 £e6 29.b3+.

25...5f4 blocks the ffile and
allows the rook penetration to

the seventh: 26.2c7 We8 27.a3+

Black is paralyzed.

§26.a3

White can slowly improve as
Black has no useful moves to
make.

26...8f8 27.2g1

W //\MY
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27...%f6

27...2e6 28.Wxa6 La2+ 29.2a1
&c4z. Giving up another pawn
was obviously not an easy
choice to make, but this was
objectively better than what
was played in the game as it's

worth a pawn for Black to keep
the queens on the board, which
makes it harder to push the
pawns.

28.%xf6 H)xf6 29.8c7 Bg8
30.%2c1 Hd7 31.f4 Hf6
32.8e7

a b ¢c d e f g h

32...h5
It would have been better for
Black to block the g—file with
32...294 33.f5 (33.e5 Nd501=)

33...h5 although the £g4 is very

misplaced now for defending
Black's queenside.

33.f5
Now the Black bishop is shut

down with nowhere to move and

White still has g—file pressure.

33...h4 34.82d2 &h6

///////
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///////

35.cke2?!

35.5e3?? would be an awful
way to spoil the game in time
trouble, as after: 35...2xf5 Black
restores material balance and
the two pieces are now stronger
than the rook and pawn. 36.¢2f4
(36.exf5? Dd5+) 36...2h3F
when ...g5+ followed by ...Ng4
is a huge threat. In these types
of endgames the side with the
rook must be very careful about
bringing the king into play as

it could come under tactical
threats.

35.8g6+ 2h5 36.2exg7 Exg7
37.8xg7 &\xed+ 38.55e3

Analysis Diagram

- N W A 0O N

was stronger and wins the

game immediately as (for tacti—
cal reasons) Black can't take

on f5: 38...2xf5 39.5f4 £g6
(39..20d6 40.8g5++-) 40.5xg6
chxg6 41.5oxed+- | was really low
on the clock so | wasn't able to
calculate such lines.

W
hd

Q
)

- N W 0O N




36.52f37!

36.2xg6+ Hxg6 37.fxg6 bxg6
38.5f3+

Analysis Diagram

; %g% ///// 7]
PP

ex///// ,,,,,,, //
s A //@ »
4///%% ///%%g//// %/*/
Gy - 3
| KA T K
| =B B //

This was better, trading the
rooks immediately and not al-
lowing Black to keep them on.

| wanted to improve on this line
by following the game continu-
ation where the knight is more

misplaced, but this was unnec—
essary as Black can't create any

play anyway:

editor - What happens if Black
plays 38...g4 to win the £h2?

38..5\g47? 39.2e8 £d7
40.H2g8+ ¢vh5 41.%f4 and the

36...2h7?

36...g5 was better to avoid the
unfavourable exchange of &s,
but my opponent was also in
time trouble and wasn't able

to find the right defence. 37.h3
(37.2f77? g4+ 38.50f4 Hh5+
39.2e5 g3 40.hxg3 Hxg3= and
Black's strong passed pawn and
counterplay against the e4 pawn
after ...2e8+ and ...<bg5 (even
..of4, if needed) gives him suf-
ficient compensate for the mate-
rial to hold the balance.) 37...%f8
stopping Zf7 and it's no longer
easy for White to break through,

although White is still much bet-
ter and pressing. 38.5f1! (stop—
ping ideas of ...%\xe4 followed
by ...&xf5) 38...2d8 39.%2e1 Ef8
40.8e3! preparing Zc3, and now
h3 is protected by the X, so the
sacrifice on e4 isn't as strong

as it could have been be-

fore. 40..9\xe4 41.5xed &xf5+
42.55e5 &xc2 43.8c3+ White
should be winning, but Black

is still fighting and has ideas to
create a passed pawn on the
kingside.

37.82xg6+ Zxg6 38.fxg6

|

i e
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cbxg6 39.2c7 Ng5+ 40.cke3
2e6+-

////////
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Here we both made the time
control and White's advantage
has increased to a winning one.
The rook has too many targets
and Black can't defend all of
them and deal with the passed
e—pawn.

41.8c6 &f6

41...a5 42.2b6 would not have
helped Black.

42.8xa6 %e5 43.8¢c6 £d7
44.8c5+ ©f6 45.2d5 Le8
46.25+ hg6 47.::f4

pawn on h2 is taboo as it costs
Black a piece after 41...%xh2
42.2h8+ g6 43.8xh4 Hf

44 8h1 Hd2 45.8d1+-,

After the Chess... more chess!
There’s always blitz chess in the lobby,
if you don’t want to analyze.
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47...Df7

47..%e6+ allows the king to
break through: 48.6e5 Hg5
49.2f4 ¢bh5 50.5d6+-.

48.e5 Hd8 49.2f6+ g7
50.2d6 Hf7 51.2b6 &f8
52.e6 Hd8 53.cke5 Le7
54.%2d5 h3 55.2a6 :f6 56.b3
&h5

N
N

N
N

N
N

Do
N

I5-\
\
N

N\
\\x
- N
\‘&
N \\\

\
N
N

\ A
N\
N
x\\
\e
Ve
. &
> o |

D\\%\% AN
\\\D’\p \
& AN
o \\QDQ\) \ \
& \\
\
\

///////

\
\

\
N\

A

- NN W A OO N

N
(o

o
N

57.e7+

| was worried about Black be-
ing able to win the e-pawn af-
ter ...2f3+ .. xe6 and then get
some counterplay after ...g5-
f3, so | gave the pawn hoping

to tie the bishop to defending
the h3 pawn. However this was
unnecessary and 57.a4 bxa4
58.bxa4 is more straightforward.

57...sbxe7 58.2h6 2.94
59.¢b¢c5

59.a4 creating the passed pawn
right away was more precise.

59...2d7 60.c4 bxc4

abcde

editor — My default setting would
be to take with the <&, on the
grounds that the connected
pawns would advance more

easily. They're both winning,

but strong programs (and Raz-
van!) prefer the pawn capture!?
Is there some general principle
that explains this: do split pawns
make it easier to corral the &,
or is it so that when the White
¢ goes to b6 it's not blocking a
passed pawn, or is it simply that
the Ac4 is one square closer to
promoting?

61.bxc4 Df7 62.2h4 Dg5
63.22b6

- NN W P~ OO0 N @

a b ¢c d e f g h

Although the pawns aren't con—
nected, with the help of the
White king they should advance
very easily. The final moves

were played under extreme time

pressure by both of us: no time
increment, only 10 seconds de-

lay.
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63...5f3 64.2h7+ <d8 65.c5
He5 66.2h8+ e7 67.%c7
£g4 68.c6 Nf3 69.2b8 HNxh2
70.c7 Df3 71.c8W 2xc8
72.¢bxc8

1= /
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72...h2

72..55d6 with ideas on trying to
win the White a—pawn and get
a theoretically drawn endgame
King and Rook vs King and
Knight. But this does not work:
73.8xh3 £d4 Black has other
squares for the knight to go but
it does not change the evalua-
tion of the position. 74.¢eb7 ¢c5
75.a4 bb4 76.82h4+-.

73.%2¢c7 ke6 74.a4 od5 75.a5
With his position and flag about
to fall, he resigned. This was an
important win in an early round
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which allowed me to play up 7.5)f5 is a reasonable alterna- 20.8hf1 b5 21.&xb5 &Exh2?

. . ¢ R ? : .
against other strong titled play— ) a0 VA tive to 7.¥g4, but the game will 22 2f6+- Wixg3 23.2df1 &h7
ers. - . & i %/ %/ take on a very different flavour: 24.%c4 he8 25.8b5+ ¢bf8
7..2xe3 (7...g6!? and White's 26.2d7 £c8:
1-0 Knight looks a bit silly having Analysis Diagram

wandered to 5.) 8.4\ xe3 96

- N W A O N ®
§§\§

. 9.f3=. £ A )
The following game and notes orig- 8/”/// . 7R /*?an// Y // =
inally appeared on the CFC News- %z/@///@@/gyz 7..96 6 // o éﬁé /%
feed while the World Open was in _ 5W// / g/ /*/
orogress. It's pretty clear by Timur's re- ) 7 g // .
http://chess.ca/newsfeed/node/362 sponse to the Scotch that he v %% 7= % % Gitiy _
7.@’94! wanted to avoid main lines. 3/////%/////;7 /// =
N by Keith MacKi The real test of Black's provoca-— Here, he again chooses to play 2| £ Z% ///7 ////
otes by Kelth MacKinnon tive play. an offbeat line. | & //ﬁ///
Preotu,Razvan (2341) a2 b c de T g

Gareyev,Timur (2640)
C45

2014 World Open Ar-
lington, Virginia (4),

7.8.c4 fares very poorly actually. 7.6 8.8ig31? &xd4 (Black
takes a big risk in taking this 21. %61‘3 (féﬁxfﬁl)ﬁﬂ...@fhz
pawn. White gets a big initiative. 28.1h8+! her 29.Exf7+ 1-0

: Howell,D (2614)-Sokolov,|
Razvan’s World Open Safer is 8..¥g6 9.5)d2+) 9.cxd4 (2614)

04.07.2014 Axd4 10.2xd4 Wxd4 11.5c3C (2655) London, 2009.
It's best for Black to give the
1.e4 e5 2.53 H\c6 Rd. Opponent Rtg. 1/v-/0 pawn back so he can at least 9.%g3 £d7
3.d4 exd4 4.5\xd4 1 Chris P Snell 1928 1 castle: 11..2e7 12.Hxc7z. 9..5)f6 10.2e2 We7 11.0-0 £d7
2ba+ 2. GMG . 12.)b5 0-0-0 13.£xb6 axb6
. onzalez Vidal 2546 1
Unusual but playable. 8.2d2 d6 14.8fe1 Hxed? 15.5)xe4 Wxed
3. GM Yury Shulman 2568 David Howell won an excit— 16.¥/xd60+ cxd6 17.H)xd6+ oc7
5.c3 £¢5 6.8e3 £b6 4. GM Timur Gareyev 2640 ing game against Ivan Sokolov 18.7\xe4 (1/2'_1/2’ 39) Rosito,J
' ' 5. GM Oliver Barbosa 2561 in London five years ago after (2424)-Garcia Palermo,C
ey N - 8..5)ge7 9.Whd Hixd4 10.cxd4 (2467), Pinamar, 2002.
- ex Stripunsky d5 11.295 &xd4 12.0-0-0 h6
7. GM llya Smirin 2647 Efgdf ggi g?é%dtﬁm . 10.£b5 We7 11.0-0 H)f6
. H H R7A[S . xe .IXe 12. 6 bxc6
8. GM Alex Fishbein 2479 18 18.3 EN7 19,604+ W6 £xc6 bxc
9. GM Alex Lenderman 2593
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sacks all of his major pieces passed pawn. Black leads in
jW%%% E% 23.Wd4t, that he has a Bishop for one of
. _ // ‘/ /2 White's Knights; this should not
be discounted, especially since
5€§é ~ // 23.8xe3 Hxe3 24.2xe3 gxf5 there are pawns on both sides of
4 % / g 5 the board. Overall, the position
31 | 1% . 8] 7 7 7 is actually pretty equal and both
2 %@ % //// ///% d %% ‘{//% %%% sides can play for the win.
- o J Ak U
- To =hede oo SE & A 25./\b3 2a6 26.a5 f4 27.5\c4
al & / / & £e6 28.2cd2 c5 29.c1
13.8fe1 22...Hxe3 S K OB ©f7 30.f3 he? 31.0e2 Bd7
13.£9g5 Looks promising at first, 22...8e5? Not so good and ) //% ///// % ””” i é% 32.%2f2 ¢c6 33.94 fxg3+
but White might land in trouble White has nothing to worry 1%22 2, " /@ 34.hxg3 £)f6 35.50f4 27
after 13..20h5 14.¥e3 6 15.2h6 about on the back rank since ~ A . . Nothing much has changed over
g5 16.h4 gxh4 (16...2g8=) 17.Wf3 he has &f1 at the end if Black the past 10 moves.
W7 18.4)f5 ,
= Let's
ﬁ98+. k
take 36.g4 Dd7 37.%ke3=
stock
13...0h5 14.Wf3 White
0-0 15.a4 Zab8 has a 8
16.b4 slightly 7
16.e5 worth better 6
considering 16... pawn 5
dxe5 17.a5! £c5 struc- 4
18.b4t. ture: .
both
sides 2
16...a5 17.5)c2 have 1
£xe3 18.%xe3 three
Efe8 19.bxab pawn is—
Ra8 20.2\b3 f5 lands but | expect that Razvan was think-
21.5d2 Exab White ing that the game was heading
22 .exf5 has a towards a draw — a big achieve—

Rd.5 Laznicka-Friedel, and Smirin - Preotu




ment against such a strong
Grandmaster — only to realize
that a few moves later...

37...c47?!

The first of an uncharacteristic
string of bad moves by Timur.

38.He2

38.9e4 d5 39.9g5 £g8
40.5)geb £xeb 41.5Hxe6 b7
Black should hold now since he
can use his King to stop the a-
pawn and get his Rook active.

38...5He57?!

38...%b7 with the same idea as
the note to the previous move.

39.0\d4+ £d7?! 40.5\e4d
£g67? 41.5)f6+
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41...5c8?
41..5be7 42.g5 c5 43.9b5 Hc6
44 5 d5++ White is still winning,
but it looks more difficult to get
the full point than in the game.

42.§4+-

....all of a sudden, White is win—
ning.

42..0d7

42..2d31? 4395+ (43.fxe5?
dxeb 44.0b5 Exf6 45.a6 Ef1%)

43.xd7?

Razvan's biggest error so far.
Better was 43.4)d5, with a multi—
tude of winning threats, including
Pe7+ and Ybb.

43...55xd7 44.8h1

44 15 is probably more accu-
rate since Black can't play the
intermediate move 44...c5, but |
assume that Razvan must have
correctly evaluated the ensuing
ending and known that it was still
a win.

44...c5 45.5e2 £2d3 46.f5
Bxab 47.2xh7+ ¢ec6 48.82g77?!

48.5\f4.

48...2a1

48...2xe2 49.%xe2 Ba2+ 50.%e3
Hc2 51.f6 Bxc3+ 52.50d2+-.

49.5f4 Be1+ 50.¢2d2

///////

//////

Ve

— N w SN (6] (o)} ~ o]
N\
\\\ \\\x \\\\\\& \\
's\n%
N\
A
3 Do
\
N\

///////

50...8g1??
50...2f1 looks like it may hold
51.9xd3 cxd3 52.%xd3 ¢ed5 and
White still has strong winning
chances, but I'm not really sure
how he can go about doing so.

51.f6 £f1 52..xd3 cxd3
53.g5 c4 54.Ee7
54.f7 &d5 55.96+-.

54...d5
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54.. B2+ 55 el d2+ 56.¢2d1 d5
57.8Ee2+-.

55.f7 £d6 56.2a7 seb 57.g6
Bf2+

A somewhat poorly played end-
ing for players of this calibre,

but still a great win for one of
Canada's top junior players. He
is on track for an IM norm and |
expect the title to follow soon.

1-0

Notes by FM Razvan Preotu
Preotu,Razvan (2341)
Fishbein,Alexander
(2479)

B63

2014 World Open Arlington (8),
06.07.2014

This was a very important game
played in round 8. After already
achieving an IM norm by draw-
ing the 7th round, | wasn't plan-—
ning to stop there. The GM norm
was so close and | knew | might
not get such a good opportunity
very soon.

1.e4 c5 2.3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
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9.f3

9.f4 is the main line, how-

ever | didn't want to go into the
theory as | expected my op-—
ponent to be well prepared in
this line. 9...%xd4 10.%xd4 Wa5
11.2c4 2d7 12.e5 dxe5 13.fxe5
£c6 14.2d2 (14.exf6?? Wixg5+)
14..d7 15.0d5 Wd8 16.2xe7+
Wixe7= White has the bishop pair
but Black's active pieces and
soon—-to—be—active rooks along
the ¢ and d—files should com-
pensate; see Karjakin,S (2767)
-Wang,H (2743) Stavanger,
2013 (1-0, 39).

12...8b7

12...%c7 wouldn't be precise

as White could then take on f6:
13.8xf6 &xf6 (13...gxf6 14.94
We5 15.Wd2 Bd8 16.2d3 is very
unpleasant for Black because

of the weak king and a possible
Ne2-f4-h5 maneuver coming
and a quick g4-g5.) 14.¥xd6
#xd6 15.82xd6 Ha7 16.9e2 &e7
17.2d1 Ed8 18.Exd8+ £xd8 and
although Black has compensa-
tion for the pawn with the bishop
pair, it's clear that only White can
improve and play for the win.

White wants to push the pawn
all the way to h6, weakening the
dark squares and stopping Black
from playing ...h6. The queen on
d4 was also vulnerable by the
ideas of ...2fd8, ...d5 and ...&c5.

14.g4 and 14.h5 are alternatives.

14...b4 15.pe2

15.%a4 is also possible bringing
the knight to c4. 15...2c6 16.2b6
Hab8 17.4c4 £b5 18.b3=.

4.5 xd4 Hf6 5.2c3 Hcb 9...2xd4 10.¥xd4 a6 11.h4 13.£d3 15...a5 16.h5
The classical Sicilian. b5 12.¢tb1 13.g4 is the more common way
of playing, starting the attack o
6.295 €6 7.8d2 27 8.0-0-0 o[£ 2w E @% immediately. i
0-0 A Mﬁ :
6 ‘% ﬁ%é* m 13...¥c7 14.We3 5
; ~ie AT / :
. & /% | o[~ T K :
| iin | %/@3 1 4W £ida 2
i %/% 2 5 2| &4 old %/;‘m/ 1
) // é % /////// % 1 %@ 5% ‘ / %% 2///2
// /% a b ¢ d e 4 % / 8 / %
3 > % 2
: / Sy A useful move in all Sicillian- i @ 2¥s 16...WC§)?
L gamars e Jem B2 0 e ove wer
a c d e f g h %@/g/ /E

with Zh3-g3 is decisive. 18...
e5 19.8h3 Hh7 20.2g3+ £g5
21.8xg5+ 9xgb 22.Wixg5+
cbh7 23.Wf5+ g8 24.Wf6 Wd8s
25.Wh6+-,

16...d5! was a better reply: 17.€5
£c5 18.Wf4 Hd7 19.Wg3 Wxe5
20.£f4 W6 21.2b5 e5 22.8xd7
exf4 23.Wixf4 Wixf4 24N xf4=
Black has the bishop pair but the
weak pawn on d5 makes this a
balanced endgame.

17.%xc5 dxc5 18.h6! g6
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21.2xd5 £xg5 the bishop on b7 it's hard for White to use them (26...)d5 27.£xc6 BExc6
isn't hanging. as ...e5is coming.) 23...2xe7 28.0\xd5 exd5 29.21xd5 &f8
(23...fxe6? 24.£f6+ Black now 30.f4+ should be easily win—
has a huge weakness on €6 to ning.) 27.2xc6 Exc6 28.8xc6
20.0)4 2.¢6 21.e5 2d7 defend.) 24.4d5 2d8 25.4xc6 #xc6 29.2d8+ the7 30.2h8
22.2xe7 Pxch 26.8xd8+ &\xd8 27.8d1+ loses the h-pawn.
White still has annoying pres—
o[ =~ E dn | sure thanks to the more active B) 25...8xb5 26.5x0b6 £c6
W  mii & pieces and the pawn on h. 27 5id1+ the White knight is
6| o g//// i n clearly superior to the Black
. 5%‘2 % % %/%/ 23.2he1 Hb6 24.2d6 bishop and in addition to the
It's obviously not comfortable al- e %g///// ///// " % active rooks and pawn on h6,
lowing the White h—pawn to stay 7 oy should make this an easy end-
there, but otherwise the open- ° /%% /%/%/%/ ////%} /%/%/ 8 %7 %//%ﬁ@% game to convert.
ing of the h—file followed by e5 2| & @}8 %%% %/; _ ) //% ///// @? i i
would have lost the Black &nh7. & B B | Mera &4 |
a b ¢ d e f g h 5% “““ // ///// // % 25%XC4 26.2xc6 Eee8!
"y iy
15\)&%?45 long-lasting ad 22...Exe? 3%; %/%/é%/ 8 v ]
tage due to the better structure @xc4=xeand aIt%c))(Sgh(Bla%lf%as 2 % g é / /ﬁ/% %/é % w /g/ /{/ } // *
and the pawn on h6, which will a1 of - _ 2 / &
be a pain for Black for huge dark square weaknesses e f g h sid & %/ //
the rest of the game. ' i 4 /‘/? A / 5 )
24...Ec8 3% // ///é//
19.. ®fe8 24..5xc4? 25.8xc6 and the 2| AR //% &7
e4—-e5 was threatened. Acb falls. ! %%}// ﬁ- // //
: 25.Bed1?
19..2 10817 Is another A calculation error. Better was The simple move | missed, as |
way to stop e4-e5, as 25, b5t ' got too excited after seeing Exc6
at the end of the follow- e and thought | was winning the
ing line: 20.e5 (20.%)f4 is A) 25..Hec7 26.8ed1 forces Ac.

better and is very similar
to the game.) 20...0d5

Black to make the same unfa—
vourable exchange, as 26...5f8

"\ Rd. 3 Michael Bodek (USA) vs. lllia Nyzhnyk (UKR)

Now White is no longer win—

IRO Suarez (CUB) v (CAN).



ning, but still has the advantage
because of the strong pawns on
eb and h6.

27.82xc8 BExc8 28.2e1

/E%/// g |
' %x/g
. A &K
/4 /4 //8/ 7

//////////// /2 /4 %%

— BT, e

W //@ %/8 @/
8&8//%8%

N w A OO N

28...52f87!

Provoking White to make the
favourable knight maneuver as
h7 is now undefended.

28...a4 trying to make play on
the queenside was better. 29.b3
axb3 30.axb3 Ha5 31.¢kb2 c4
32.8e4 is still better for White:
32..%f8 33.h3 c3+ 34.%c1
Hcb 35.8c4 Ha8 36.%2b1 Hixeb
37.8xb4z.

29.2h3! 2d8 30.2c1 2d4

—‘I\)(D-PU'IO)\IW

7

a b c¢

31.937?

Imprecisely allowing Black to
trade off the knights.

31.9g5:

A) 31..2h4 32 Dxh7+ e7
33.b3! (33.20f6? Nxeb! is
roughly the same thing as the
game except the pawn remains
on g2.) 33..2b6 34.%f6 and
the pawn stays alive due to the
fork on g8, 34..)d5 35.4\g4+.

B) 31..2g8 32.g3 was better:
not allowing Black the same
trick as in the game. Now White
is threatening %e4: simultane-
ously hitting ¢5 and threatening
&\fe+. White has a huge ad-
vantage, e.g. 32...b6 planning
to go to d7 to defend c5 and
stop &)f6. 33.Ded4 HdA7 34.f4+.

31...2d2!

/////////////

32.b3 £h2 33.4g5 9a3 gives
Black enough activity to hold.
34 S\ xh7+ e7 35.5\f6 Exc2+
36.%2d1 Exa2 37.h7 Eh2 38.2e2
2h1+ 39.82e1 Eh2 40.94:

Analysis Diagram

8 %%%W%%%
1 dek A
of A1k
> 7y, S
4 & 1
///// / // o /// Vs /// /
o & /@ /@8%
3%8%% %,//8 7,
2| i E
1% e
c d e f g h

The only real try for White,
threatening ©h5. But here
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Black is in time to create threats
against the White king.

A) 40...a4 draws, although it's a
more complicated way. 41.2h5
axb3 42.h8% b2 43.Wf6+ che8
44.5\g7+ £d7 45.Wxf7+ ¢bc6
46.Wixe6+ cob5 47 Wd7+ bab
48 .War+ db5 49.Wd7+ dhca
50.%e6+ and it's a perpetual,
even if White is up a queen!
(50.8e4+? allows the Black king
to hide 50...52b3 51.¥d3+ ka2
52.8e2 Bh1+ 53.2d2 c4 54.¥e4
b1% 55.che3+ chat-+) .

B) The simple way to draw is:
40...c4 41.Dh5 (editor — 41.bxc4?
b3 42.2e3 and now White is the
one who has to play carefully

to draw.) 41...c3 42.h8W Ed2+
43.5bc1 Be2+ 44.5bd1 Hd2+=.

Instead of 32.%\g5 or 32.b3,
32.8e4! was the better way

to enter the rook endgame.
32...8h2 33.8xc4 Exh3 34.2xc5:

32.8e4 Analysis Diagram 1
(next page)




A1b) 38...8xg3 39.cxb4 h5
(39...Exf3 40.a4+-) 40.b5 &d8
41.8xf7 h4 42.a4 g5 43.b6
¢hc8 44.f4 Eh5 45.a5 h3 46.a6
h2 47.b7++-.

A1c) 38...2h1+ 39.6bc2 Eh2+
40.%2b3 bxc3 41.xc3 Ef2 42.b4
Bxf3+ 43.sbc4 Exg3 44.05+-.

A2) 36..s2q7! the best try to
save the game. The king going
to the queenside is ultimately
a waste of time, and it's bet—
A1) 36...5ke7? 37.82a7+ e8 ter to stay on the kingside to be
38.c3: able to support the pawns. 37.c4
A1a) 38...bxc3 39.b4+- White's &xg3 (37...bxc3 38.b4! Exg3
pawn are S|mp|y too fast and 39.8¢c2 h5 40.b5 ﬁgZ'F 41.%xc3
Black doesn't have time to cre— Bg142.8d8
ate any counterplay:

A1a1) 39..Exg3

A) 34...8xh6 35.8Exa5 8h3
36.2a8+:

in the event you

2024 h5 40.5xr3s ~ Reminder: a tin
41b5and although  op tég friend” are having b sey
White is down 2 f trouble following the
pawns, his strong bit ol Ur ns Y°“ can use
very far advanced ested varlatlo g n order-
connectedpassed 4 o PGN to keep it all 1n

pawns win the game
easily. 41..%d8 42.a5
2f1+ 43.5bc2 &c8
44.b6+-) 41.b5 h4 42.b6+-.

A1a2) 39...Eh2 40.a4 2b2
41.8b7 Ha2 42.a5+-.

h4 43.2d2+-) 38.c5 Exf3 39.c6
Hf4 40.b3 Bf3 41.c0d2 Bf2+

(41...2c3 42.8a6 h5 43.a3 Exb3
44.c7 Ec3 45.8a7 Bc4 46.axb4

h4 47.b5 h3 48.b6 h2 49.8a1+-)
42 chd3 Bf3+ 43.¢hd4 Bc3 44.a3
Exc6 45.axb4+-:

32.82e4 Analysis Diagram 2

%%%

- N W A OO O N @

Even though White's pawns
aren't connected, the b—pawn

is very fast because the White
king is so well centralized to
support it.

45...f6 (45...h5 46.b5 Ec7
47.b6 Bd7+ 48.52¢c5 h4
49.%5¢6 Ed3 50.b7 Exb3
51.b8W Exb8 52.8xb8
g5 53.§2d6+- Black's
pawns aren't sufficiently
advanced.) 46.exf6+
coxf6 47.b5 Ed6+ (47..
e5+ 48.5d5 Ec3 49.b4
Ed3+ 50.ctc4 Bd7 51.b6 Leb
52.8a7 h5 53.b7+-) 48.8¢5
2d5+ 49.%2¢6 £d3 50.2a3! Hc3+

51.85b7 g5 52.b6 h5 53.82a6 £c6

54 .¢hb5 Hc8 55.b7 Bb8 56.%c6

36

g4 57.5a8 £xb7 58.5xb7 g3
59.298 h4 60.52c6 €5

32.2e4 Analysis Diagram 3

7 7 787
%//////

/

// //////
%é///w
" > >
%//////

- N W A OO0 N

61.ced57? <of5 62.8f8+ chg4
63.50e4 oh3 64.55f3 ed+
65.5bxe4 g2 66.2g8 vh2 67.%f3
g1 68.E2xg1 sbxg1 69.56g4 chg2
70.%oxh4 f3= and Black is in
the square and in time to win the
b—pawn.

61.b4? e4 62.b5 €3 63.b6 e2
64.2e8 g2 65.b7 g1 66.b8W=,

61.d6!:

A2a) 61..e4 62.2f8+ g5
63.5he5 €3 64.2g8+ Hh6
65.56 hh5 (65...55h7 66.8g4
e2 67.Exh4+ g8 68.8h1+-)
66.5f5 h6 67.2h8+ g7
68.Exhd+-.

A2b) 61..f5 62.b4 &f4 63.b5




h3 64.b6 h2 65.b7 h1¥ 66.b8%
and Black's checks quickly

run out: 66...%h6+ (66...Wd1+
67.5ce7+-) 67.52c5+-,

see: 32.8e4 Analysis Diagram 1

B) 34...8xg3 35.5xab Exf3
36.c3:

B1) 36...8f4 37.cxb4 Exb4
38.a3 £h4 39.b4 Exh6 40.b5
2h3 41.%b2 Bh2+ 42.%c3 Eh1
43 .Ha8+ che7 44 8a7+ ¢bd8
(44...@68 45.a4 Eb1 46.2b7
©d8 47.a5 <bc8 48.a6+-)
45.3xf7 g5 46.a4+-,

B2) 36...bxc3 37.b4! de7
38.Ha7+ ¢d8 39.b5 ¢bc8 40.a4

32.8e4 Analysis Diagram 4

@/@ 71%:
%,%//
%

- N W A OO N @
§ N
[\ \\ & N

When analyzing this at home |
discovered that Black has an in—
credible way to draw this ending
which combines stalemate and

perpetual check threats:

Not like this: 40...2b8? 41.b6
g5 42.a5 g4 43.a6 Ef1+ 44 c2
Zal 45.8b7+ a8 46.2xf7
Exab 47.8xh7 g3 48.2g7 HEa2+
49 xc3 Bh2 50.h7 g2 51.8xg2
BExh7 52.296+-.

Like this:

40...g5 41.a5 g4 42.a6 Bf1+
43 chc2 b8 44.8e7 Hat

45 Exf7 g3 46.8xh7 g2 47.8b7+
¢ha8 48.h7 Hc1+ 49.5b3 Eb1+
50.¢hxc3 Hcl1+ 51.62d3 Bd1+:;

32.8e4 Analysis Diagram 5

@777

%/% _ %g
g///x%y%
%ﬁ/}% .
. %///%
Y
. A %
% /z% {h

a b

N W A OO N

1

The White ¢& can’t hide:

52.che2 Hel+ 53.¢6f3 Bf1+
54.cbxg2 Ef2+= with a "crazy-
rook" perpetual or stalemate.

52.5bc4 Bc1+ 53.55b4 Eb1+
54 a3 (54.%2a5 Hal+=)

54...2al+ 55.¢0b2 Eb1+= with
another "crazy-rook" perpetual
or stalemate.

we now return to the game, already
in progress...

32...Eh2 33.2xh7+ ®e7
34.5f6 Hxe5 35.8xe5 ¢xf6
36.2xc5 Bxh6 37.2xa5 Eh3

This is a much inferior version
of the other rook endgame as
White's most important pawns
(e5 and h6) are both gone. Be-
cause of this, Black's king is

no longer in a "cage" and now
can easily support his pawns or
come back to the queenside to
stop White's pawns.

38.82b5

38.a3!? was better try to win as
it doesn't matter the number of

87

pawns but how far they're ad—
vanced. 38...bxa3 (38...8xg3
39.axb4 Exf3 40.b5 8f4 41.¢3
(stopping ...Eb4) 41...5c4 42.b6
2c8 43.5d2 Bb8 44.8b5 and
White is playing for the win,
although it should be a draw.)
39.b4 Exg3 40.8xa3 e7
41.8a7+ e8 42.b5 Eg5 43.8b7
&d8 the Black king gets back
in time and it's drawn: 44.b6
2b5 45.¢2d2 ¢he8 46.8xf7 Exb6
47.897 b1 48.8xg6 &d7=.

38...2xg3 39.f4

39.8xb4 Bxf3 leads to an in—
teresting endgame with each
side having 3 connected passed
pawns. Both sides' pawns are
at the starting positions, so it
should be drawn.

39...8g1+ 40.52d2 Ba1
41.8xb4

- N W 0O N

. e g




41...e5

My opponent wanted to create
his connected passed pawns
before taking the a—pawn, but
this was too ambitious.

41...Bxa2 42.8b5 and it's not
easy for Black to get his con—
nected passed pawns going;
but after the pawn sacrifice:
42...e5! 43.fxe5+ che6 44.c4
g5 45.%e3 Ha1 46.b4 Eb1 the
odd placement of White's rook
and active Black king and rook
should make it an easy draw;
e.g. 4750d4 Bd1+ 48.ed Bel+
49 d4 Bd1+=

42.a3!?
o 77 7 )
. ., A /
of /%///,,,/y/i%
o A
| B A
W
2| Aad
& /// / /

It's odd pushing it only one
square, but it sets a nice trap

that my opponent didn't see and
which forced the exchange of
the rooks.

42...exf4?

Possibly the losing move.

42..2f1 43.a4 exf4 44.a5 Ha1
45.8xf4+ heb5 46.8xf7 Exab
47.b4 Bb5 48.c3 Bb8%

Analysis Diagram
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Although White is an extra pawn
up and has the dangerous two
connected passed pawns, the
active Black king and the fact
that the pawns are still not yet
far advanced should probably
make this endgame drawn; e.g.
49 cbe3 Ec8 50.52d3 g5 51.b5
298 52.8¢7 g4 53.che2 £f8
54.2g7 bd5 55.8xg4 sheb 56.c4
£h8 57.52d2 Bh3= and Black has

successfully blocked the pawns:
his king ties the White rook
passively to the defense of the
pawns, while Black's £ cuts off
the White king.

43.Bxf4+
2 ) s
. . A
o] sk |
7 » %// ////
7 7 2 ]
),
1 B B B
a b ¢c d e f g h
43...2e67?+-

43...%e5 44 Exf7+- The king is
now active, but being down 2
pawns is fatal. The only coun-
terplay Black has is the g—pawn,
but in order to promote it the
Black king must support it. By
the time Black wins the rook

for the pawn, the 3 connected
passed pawns (supported by the
active White &) will be too ad—
vanced and the Black king won't
be able to come back in time to
stop them.
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43...ckg7 was probably best,
but since Black has wasted so
much time bringing the king
back, White should be winning
as his c—pawn is too fast: 44.c4
g5 45.8f3 g4 46.5f4 Hg1 47.c5
o8 48.c6 e7 49.8xf7+ bxf7
(49...2d8 50.8g7+-) 50.c7 Eg2+
51.¢2d3 Eg3+ 52.%2d4 and the
pawn queens.

44.2e4+ d5 45.8e1!

The point of the trap, and Black
is now forced to trade the rook!

45...Exe1

45..8a2 46.%c3 and after b3
Black loses the rook.

46.xe1
! 77 7 7}
7%;/%/;/
e
e men &
LB
3% % '
CEaE W
1%b%d%¢f7h




The 3 passed pawns will pro—
mote on their own while the
White king can block both
Black's two connected pawns
and put Black in zugzwang.

. W\ 46...f5 47.a4 g5 48.a5 f4

49.c4+ ske5 50.b4+

A very important win: it allowed
me to face another 2500+ GM in
the last round... and not have to
worry about the result.

For round 9 | was paired
against GM Aleksandr Lender-
man. It was an interesting KID
game which | lost because |
didn't execute my attack prop—
erly. But GM Lenderman was
rated 2593, and so my GM norm
was guaranteed because the
average rating of my opponents
was 2532 (greater than 2520
required for 5%z points).

This was the best tournament
I've ever played, being able to
score 4’2 against 8 GMs, gaining
more than 40 ELO points and
earning my first GM norm!

Notes by IM Bindi Cheng

Cheng,Bindi (2410)
Shulman,Yury (2568)

E81

2014 World Open Arlington (6),
11.07.2014

Before this game | had drawn

4 GMs in a row and was on a
decent pace for my first (or sec—
ond) GM norm. | realized that |
needed to stop drawing these
guys and actually win a game to
make the norm a possibility and
so | prepared quite a deep line in
the Samisch that would hopefully
notch me my first real win. Un—
fortunately Shulman did not play
into my line, but during prepara—
tion | noticed that he seemed to
be fairly strong in slow/positional
lines but appeared to be not

as comfortable in complicated
tactical skirmishes, and so | was
happy when he played King's
Indian rather than a Bogo—Indian
or Czech Benoni, both inferior
but slower systems.

1.d4 56 2.c4 g6 3.5c3 297
4.e4 d6 5.f3 0-0 6.2e3 c6
7.2ge2 a6 8.c5 Nbd7 9.2g3

o el 2o d

///////

///////
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9...b67?
We would get back to the main—
line after ...b5, which transposes
into the game except Black
just gets an extra tempo: 9...
b5 10.cxd6 exd6 11.%d2 He8
12.8c1 b6 13.b3 £b7 14.2e2
Hc8 15.0-0 We7 16.a4.

10.cxd6 exd6 11.2e2 b5
12.0-0 2b6 13.%d2 Ze8
14.b3 £b7 15.Eac1 Ec8

o //
7, 7
e

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

N\
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At this point | sank into a deep
think since this is a critical point
of the game. | had to figure out
how to stop ...b4 and ...c5 from
coming and preventing Black
from gaining space on the
queenside and the centre.

16.24!? We71

16...b4 17.%d1 a5 18.4f2 This
was my plan since now ...c5 is
almost impossible to play and
the queenside is now fixed, thus
giving me time to push in the
centre and start attacking him.

17.axb5 axb5

%,

% % W
//@ ;z % /é /é
¥,
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d f
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18.£f27?!
| remember seeing some ... fd5
ideas here where my Ae4 is
pinned to the £e3 and therefore




unable to take on d5, but this
was still too passive. Unfortu-
nately, due to my long pauses,
| was already low on time here
while my opponent was mov—
ing very quickly and gaining a
big advantage on time. The time
control was 40/2 and G/30 with
10s delay and | was already
down to about 50 minutes here
and so | just played a move.

18.)d1! Dfd7 19.4f2 This was
much stronger as now the ...b4
push will not be with tempo and
it's again very difficult for Black
to push his queenside pawns.
19..£d5?! 20.295 6 21.exd5
fxg5 22.dxc6 £xc6 23.d5 £a8
24.8xb5+ A sample variation
showing how ineffective ..4d5 is
when White is prepared for it.

18...2bd77?!

| wasn't sure what to think about
this move, but it seemed like
Black was playing without a plan
and just hoping White would give
him a chance.

18...h5! would give Black equal
chances and allow him to fi-
nally open up the queenside

and centre to his advantage.
White has to be careful not to
be worse: 19.2d3 (19.8fe1 h4
20.9f1 h3 21.93? b4! 22.)a4
Nxe4! 23.fxe4 Wixe4-+) 19...h4
20.ge2 h3 21.g3 b4 22.)d1
coe.

19.b4!1?

This move may have been a little
rash but at this point | just wasn't

Her Majesty’s Purple Pieces
Judge not by the colour of her pieces, but by the quality of her moves.

sure how to play this position.

19.&fe1 During the post-mortem
my opponent suggested this
simple move as a way to con-
solidate White's position since
Black still can't do anything

with his pieces: 19...2a8 20.5)f1
Ea3 21.b4 Hb67?! 22.d5! &Hcd
23.&xc4 bxc4 24.dxco £xc6
25.9e3. This would have been a
much better version of a varia—
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tion in the game.

19...2b6
8
7
6
5
4
3 |
2 // ///// @%ﬁ?%?&

Once again | sank into a deep
think as | had to figure out
whether my proposed line would
give me good winning chances
or if | should continue on with
another complicated variation. |
went down to 25 minutes before
playing the following move. Note
that my opponent had an hour
and 30 minutes on his clock at
this point

20.f4!?

20.d5 &c4d 21.2xc4 bxcd
22.dxc6 &xc6 23.b5 £b7 24.2d4
(24.8fd1 Bed8 25.2b6 Ed7
26.2d4 d5 27.e5 2e8 28.f4
£\c7) 24.. Hed8
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Analysis Diagram 20...5fd7 24.exf6 ¥xf6 25.2\ge4 ¥f8 seem like Black is in any danger
8 3 20...£h6! | wasn't sure what to of losing as my dark-squared
%7 %/ / / y // leaves White in some uncom- T D way in.
o, & A %% fortable pins. 7%}@%% > /gé /*
5 6 7 ? //é % 7
. %//% y %}/%7/ %}/% 26...2b8
3 e 21.8fe1 Hc4d 22.2xc4 bxcd . /% (% @/% ”% Not the only move, but one
. %// 2335 3%z ///// 4%4 ///// 4% L 4% where | may have had a chance
1 = , ) W %@f %% to seize a strong advantage.
7, ///////%/ A o
h 8%%5%%%% L B B @ 26...cxd5 27.5)xd5 ©h8 28 5ec3
8 Awie abcde fgh ' '
This was as far as | got and | 6 % Y Z o Hxel+ 29.8xe1 Ze8 30.2xe8
could not figure out how to stop s, % /// 26.d5! fixe8 31.2d4£ White has a
Black from just playing ...d5 at %/ Y %/// //// %// % - strong blockade and potential
\ ) : sl T3 /% | spent less than 5 minutes on kinaside attack. with d t win—
this point. In my mind | thought ////// T ) ., w ! - INgside attack, wi ecent win
3% n %/ this move; it was played more ina ch
...d5 was a very strong threat 7,28 O // ////// - ning chances.
: ’ 2 ///// iy @; éﬁg on intuitive feel rather than pure
but !t se_e.ms tgat I'guld play v /ﬁé/ éﬁé/ ////// @/ ,,,,, calculation as it looked to be
against it: 25.=5fe1! ¥f8 (25... / = = /g/ - the only move that would cause 26...c5 27.bxc5 (27.9b5 ¢3!
dd iﬁex%:g Wifg 27@é%ge4ﬁ@)(d5 prob|ems for my opponent. 28.Wa2 Bxe4 29.8xe4 &6
28.@xg7@ xg7 29@ xd5ﬁ xd5 Reminiscent of my game against 30.2c4 2xd5 31.4xc3 Lxc4
30.¥c3 Had+ 31.8xd4 dxa4 23...f5 Kaidanov last year, he sank into 32.Wixc4+ Wif7 33.Wixf7+ oxf7
32.8)c3%) 26.2a4 d5 27.%c3 23...d5?! 2415 Even if Houdini a deep think that saw his time 34.bxc5 dxc5=) 27..5)xc5
@)d7 28.exd5 £xd5 29.2xg7 thinks this line is playable, it can't 28.9)xc5 dxc5 29.d6 Bxel+

Wxg7 30.2e2% In both these
lines, White holds a small ad—
vantage due to his strong block-
ade of c4 and the fact that his b5
pawn is fairly strong but | did not
see this idea over the board, and
even after using Houdini to find
this at home it still seems very
difficult to win.

be fun to play this for Black.

This time White has a strong
retort if Black tries 23...2h6:

24 5\ ced! dxe5 25.dxe5 Dxeb
26.4d6 Zcd8 27.2c5 Wh4
28.8e4 5 29.2d4+. There's no
guarantee | would see all this,
but | was definitely going to play
24 5\ce4.

go from 80 to 30 minutes. | knew
that there were so many possi—
bilities here but felt that it cannot
be a bad idea to give him a ton
of options to think over and to
catch up on time.

26.2g5 d5 275 e6 Wif6 28.20xg7
Wxg7 This was what | saw origi—
nally but luckily | did not play

into this position since it doesn't

30.8xe1 £xc3 31.Wxc3 ¥xd6
32.%xc4+ £d5 33. W3« In time
trouble either side can win, but
most likely: draw.

26...82h6 27.)g5 £xg5 28.fxg5
cxd5« This is similar to a pos—
sible variation in the game but
chances are unclear once again.




26...2x¢3 27.)xc3 cxd5
28.0xd5 W7 29.)c3x White
should be doing well here since

he still has a kingside attack and

weak pawns to attack.

E %E@@%

N w A 00O N

28.2d47?!
| thought this move gave me
fantastic attacking chances but
unfortunately missed his re—
sponse.

| should have tried: 28.b5!
2a8 (28...8xb5 29.Wd5+ &h8
30.%xb5) 29.Ecd1!

Analysis Diagram

N WA OO N

cdefgh

With a very complicated posi—
tion:

A) 29...&xc3! A difficult move

to make, 30.2xc3 £)c5 31.8xe8
Exe8 32.2xc5 dxc5 33.h3 With
decent winning chances as his
kingside is weaker than mine
and my b5 pawn is stronger than
his c—pawns.

B) 29...2e6!? 30.5)xd6 £xc3
31.Wxc3 Bxd6 32.%xc4+

2d5 (32...52h8 33.Exd6 Wixd6
34.2d4+ Hf6 35.2e6+-) 33.8xd5
Wf7 34.82d4 ¥xc4 35.8xc4
Bxb5+ Decent winning chances.

C) 29..4c5? 30.9xd6 Exel+
31.Wixe1 Wxf4 (31...0d3 32.Web+
bhg 33.La7+):

C1) 32.&xc5 £e5 33.Wg3
(33.2)de4 Wixh2+ 34.50f1 Wh1+
35.2f2 Wha+=) 33.. Wixg3
34.hxg3 £xc3zt 35.49%xc4 Ec8
36.2e3 2e4.

C2) 32./)d5 £xd5 33.5xd5
Nb3 34 Web+ h8 35.H)f7+
¢bg8 36.9e5+ ©h8 37.g3 Wf6
38.Wxf6 £xf6 39.)d7 Hb7

40 Dxf6+-.

As you can see, the position is
very complicated and it's hard
to see everything that was going
on. | did not even consider the
obvious 29.5cd1 and only saw
£d4 as a possible move due to

time pressure and personal bias.

It's hard to say whether | would
be able to see this continuation
if I had more time as | was only
thinking about mating him during
the game.

28...2h6!

Funnily enough, | never saw
...2h6 as a possibility in any of
his previous continuations either.

29.)g5 Exel+

29...2xg5 30.fxg5 Heb was an

92

interesting continuation.
29...¥f5 was also possible.

30.Exe1 Ee8 31.Exe8 ¥xe8

o| 7%
7%’/@/,/1
© %g% %x%
5%’/ ///// A

| B4l y%
3% 3 /%///
g / v //%Z%
1%'/ //@

At this point we both had about
10 minutes left on the clock but |
was still going for the win

32.h4 5H\f8 33.2f6 Sxg5
34.hxg5 ¥e6

There were still a few tactical
possibilities here, but most of the
complications that could arise
were already gone and so | was
getting ready for an endgame.

35.52f2 Wg4
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36.2d5
36.%xd6! Wixg2+ 37.e3 Wg1+
38.%2d2 W2+ 39.cbc1 Wel+
40.52c2 W2+ 41.¥d2 My king
activity would give me decent
winning chances but | was not
about to go on a king-run in
time trouble

36...5f7 37.We3 We6 38.2b6

38.Wa7+ Hd7 39.0e3 We4d
40.%d4 | saw this continua-
tion, but | wasn't sure if | was
better at the time. Looking at it
with Houdini it seems like | am
slightly better but I'm not sure
how tangible the advantage is:
40...Wxd4 41.£xd4 d5 42.5d1
&f8 43.5)c3 Heb 44 el

38...%xe3+ 39.%oxe3

e

////////////////////

//////////////

/g//
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39...2xg2
39...d5 40.2e5 he6 41.g4 Nd7
42.9xd7 &£xd7 43.s2d4 This
should also be a draw, but my
strong king and the possibility of
creating two connected passed
pawns would make Black's life
difficult.

40.2xc4 heb 41.297 d5
42.2xf8
The opposite bishop ending is a
easy draw and so | offered him
one and he took it immediately.

This game basically sums up my
overall tournament performance:

a hard fought-draw but one
where | had a some opportuni—
ties to seize an advantage but

| seemed to have missed them
all.

Y2="2

Notes by IM Bindi Cheng

Kamsky,Gata (2717)
Cheng,Bindi (2410)

2014 World Open Arlington (7),

11.07.2014

Having drawn 5 GMs in a row
and feeling rather comfortable
facing GMs now, | was hop—
ing to get another 2500-2600
GM to make a draw with and
go for a win with White the next
day. Unfortunately, there were a
number of top level GMs whot
were doing poorly and Kamsky
was one of them. This was an
unfortunate pairing for me since
Kamsky was out for blood and
would never accept a draw from
me in this situation.

1.e4 ¢5 2.3 d6 3.d4 cxd4

4.0 xd4 Hf6 5.2c3 a6 6.a4

//,,,,, 7= I —

///////

wwmw
Q
x\
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Before the game, a friend of
mine had told me that Kam-

sky might play this variation on
me — | brushed him off and said
this is highly unlikely since he
had beaten up an FM in the first
round and was likely to just play
some type of London system
against me. | will never disregard
his advice again.

6...2c6

6...g6 7.a5 £g7 8.2e2 0-0,
transposing into a Dragon, may
not have been bad either, al-
though | am not as familiar with
those types of positions.

7.9xc6 bxc6 8.a5

8
//////

6 4 /m 7
5
4
3
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e W %//ﬁ

f g h

So, here | have no idea what
was going on with the posi-




tion and sank into a deep think

again. Black has lots of choices:

8...e59.8c4 £2e7 10.0-0 0-0;
8...96 9.£2e3 &£g7; and
8...d5,

but | decided to keep the pawn
structure flexible and see what
he had in store for me.

8...6 9.2d3 £e7 10.0-0 0-0
11.%e2
A more aggressive player may
have chosen 11.f4 with the idea
of going for a mating attack at
the same time, but he played
very restrained instead.

11..0d7 12.2f4

- N W 0O N

| sank into another deep think at

this point.

12...5¢c5

| had maybe an hour left by
the time | made this move while
he had more than an hour and
a half. | usually don't play this
slowly but when | encounter
new positions | figure it's more
important to understand what's
happening and get a good posi—
tion and have less time rather
than move fast, get a bad posi—
tion and have lots of time left.

12..e5 13.£xe5 dxeb5 This was
the variation | was thinking of
playing originally, but didn't want
to give Kamsky a static position
to play since | felt he would just
outplay me; e.g. 14.2a4! Wc7
15.£)d1 With the idea of He3-c4
and a strong bind on the posi-
tion.

13.82c4

13.0a4 Hxad (13..0xd3
14.Wxd3 &b8 15.20b6 £b7
16.8fd1 e5 17.2e3%) 14.Exa4
Wc7x This was also a strong
possibility since if | don't take on
a4 he would just come to b6 with
his knight. | didn't see ©a4 dur-
ing the game and thought Zfd1
or &c4 was forced.

13.8fd1 e5 14.£e3 &Hxd3
15.8xd3 f5 This was my plan at
the time and it looks like Houdini
approves of this idea as well. |
don't think Kamsky would have
been happy to give me this type
of attacking possibility.

13...d5 14.2fd1
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14...8b7
14..4d7 15.exd5 cxd5 16.29xd5
exd5 17.2xd5 &a7 This looked
dangerous at the time but it was
not the only possibility, | felt it
was better to play somewhat
safe against him.

15.%e1 216 16.f3 We7 17.2f1
e5 18.29g3 d4 19.2b1
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At this point | was happy with
how the position turned out as
it looked like | gained a lot of
space in the centre and could
actually initiate action on the
centre, but the threat of £d2-c4
still lingered on my mind.

19...2e67?!

The start of a faulty and passive
plan.

19...h5! 20.9)d2 h4 21.2f2 Heb
22 .\ c4 &ad8 This was the only
way to play since now the e5
pawn would not be hanging and
| could always chop off the light—
squared bishop if he comes to
d3, thus relieving pressure off
a6. | saw the ...h5 idea dur-
ing the game but didn't realize
how necessary it was until after
| looked at the game with an
engine.




20.0a3 Nc7 21.c4 Dbs

And now | finally saw the prob-
lem with my plan: | can't make
any moves at all since now the

Even though | exchanged off
one of White's bishops I still
have nothing to do. Realizing
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32.h6+ xh6 (32...®g8 33.Wxe5
Wxe5 34.%\xe5+- this is pretty
hopeless as well)) 33.8h4+ g7

oK~ /Ef %% Ab5 cannot be moved as the that | will eventually just lose to 34.8xh7+ &xh7 35.%h5+ ¢og8
7 %2%/% @*//// 3 pawn on a6 would hang. Even a kingside attack, | tried some 36.Wxg6+ and mate.
6| & %/% 4 % Z/% o though I'm only slightly worse, dubious moves in the hope of
7Y % . this is a very difficult position to getting him to make a mistake. of
ne %@%g M play since | can do nothing but 32..8f5
. . A wait 28...52g7 29.h4
2| BB A 29.e5 f5 30.g4 fxg4 31.576 This °
=0 =" F%-- 23...96 is also really strong, but there's !
a boc d e T g h 23..45)c7 24.8f1 c5 25.f4 exf4 no need to complicate the po- 6
26.2xf4 9eb 27.2c1 g6 | prob- sition since Black still has no 5 Ary 3
It looked like | have it all figured ably should have played like counterplay. 4 / 2% %
sknoss on 2B Ul by iy Weakness of a6 and e poten- Ty ey
; - weakness of a6 and the - of A
ing such passive and defensive tial weakness of d5. P 29...2¢8 30.h5 We5!? 1%8 /?%%g é/)%
moves I'm left with no active _
plan and give White all the time Y-
necessary to start a kingside 24.f4 exf4 25.2xf4 295 ° *E K ////% . .
- 26.2f1 &xf4 27.5xf4 6 7% / /% o Having about a minute left on
expansion. 28 Haf1 o|d & y 231 | the clock and Kamsky still hav-
s| LW 7/% A ing over an hour left, | was just
22.82d3 Had8 23.We2 e / @g i1 praying for a miracle.
BW%/ > / 5
] i %} 2 ;&@é B 33.h6+
- |7 ; / / / W | BE 33.2xf5 d3+ 34.172 Wxf2+
il\ld8 4 A /4 - @ 4% a boc d e T g h 35.81xf2 d2+ | was hoping for
5 ‘ / something like this since now |
A 3% , Even though this move is tech- can at least try to draw an end-
5 2 g/ A / @/ //é// ﬁ nically losing, at least it forces ing.
, 1 % / / ﬁ : White to play precisely.
1 ) 33...hxh6 34.947

31.e5! fxe5 32.2xe5




This was the cleaner finish but
his move doesn't change the
result 34.8xf5 &xf5 35.8xf5
gxf5 36.Wd2+ g7 37.Wg5+ 2f8
38.Wixd8++-.

L 34.. Edes!

Kamsky now tanked for half an
hour while a large crowd gath-
ered around the board. | was
frantically calculating all the
possibilities and it looked like |
might just survive...

35.82xf500+-

Unfortunately, this is still winning.

35.g9xf5 Exe5 36.%h2+ g7
37.f6+ @98 38.2g4 &h5 |
seemed to have survived here.

35.95+?? ¢&g7 | would be actu—
ally winning here.

35.Wh2+ &g7 36.2xf5 gxf5
37.2xf5 d3+ 38.%2h1 h6! and |
survive once again.

35...8Bxf57?!

| had about 30 seconds here
and made the most logical
move: trade pieces while up
material. It loses quickly, but the
alternative loses slowly.

35...gxf5 36.Wd2+ ¢hg7 37.Wg5+
bh8 38.2xf5 Exeb5 39.Hxe5
Wd6 | should not survive for long
since I'm worse in any endgame
and I'm getting mated in most
middlegames 40.%h4 h6 41.g5!
£g8 42.5h1 Hc7 43.96 g7

44 WeT+ Wixe7 45 Exe7+ hf6
46.8xC7+-.

36.2xf5 gxf5 37.%d2+ g7
38.Wg5+
And here | threw in the towel.
| thought | put up a good po—
sitional fight for the first 20 or so
moves but then | embarked on
a plan that was too passive and
got outplayed rather easily. Ka—

msky showed his class here and
made the game look easy but
this win was not showcased by
any flashy tactics but by a smart
and steady plan (fix the a6-
pawn, relocate pieces to good
squares after stabilizing the
centre, start a kingside attack,
checkmate the opponent). He
also showed strong self-control
by not indulging in any compli—
cations — even ones that looked
favorable to him — but rather by
following a simple strategic plan
that requires little or no calcula—
tion. Overall, | was impressed
with how he approached this
game with me.

Unfortunately this loss also
destroyed my norm chances as
now | had to go 2/2 in the last

day against a 2300 and probably

another GM to secure it. Need-
less to say, | was unsuccess—
ful. But | was still happy with the
many draws | achieved against

GMs as | was never more than a

little worse against any of them
and even made a few of them
sweat.

1-0
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Photos

Richard De Credico,
Shurlock Ventriloquist
Daaim Shabazz

Links

Photos by Daaim Shabazz:
http://www.thechessdrum.net/
blog/2014/07/05/2014-world-open-
arlington-usa/

standings
http://chesstournamentservices.com/
cca/tag/world-open-2014-standings/
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Strateqy

GAMES AND ACCESSORIES

Want some pieces...?



http://www.strategygames.ca

June 14-15: event featured jumbo
sets for the kids, tents with sets
for anyone who wanted to sit and
play, as well as the Toronto Blitz
Championship, a simul vs Canadi-

§* an Champion GM Bator Sambuev,

d and a blindfold exhibition with
| Hans Jung!

50 players competed in the To-
ronto Blitz Championship,
including one GM, six IMs
(Bindi Cheng, Artoim Sam-
sonkin, Peter Vavrak, Leonid
Gerzhoy, Shiyam Thavandi-
ran, and Tomas Krnan) and
two WIMs: Olympiad Team
members Natalia Khoud-
garian and Nava Starr. Ap-
propriately for a one-day
event featuring four mem-
bers of the 2014 Canadian
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Olympiad teams, a portion of the
entry fees went to the CFC Olym-

piad fund.

GM Bator Sambuev, IM Bindi
Cheng, and FM Roman Sapozh-
nikov tied for 1°t with 11/14.

Chess Canada has this photo re-
port.

Harbourfront Chessfest iy

by John Upper

Toronto Rapid (center below)
The day before Chessfest, Vlad Dobrich’s Toronto Rapid Championship had 38

players competing at Strategy Games. GM Bator Sambuev won ahead of six
IMs and a fistful of FMs; WIM Nava Starr was top woman. The event raised

S500 for
the Men’s
and 5100
for the
Women’s
Olympiad
Teams.

Sy

ERA RN RN RAR Ly
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e L A e W P L2R: IM Artoim Samsonkin vs FM Roman Sapozhnikov
e || RN . e IM Bindi Cheng IM Tomas Krnan vs IM Leonid Gerzhoy.
FM Victor Plotkin
GM Bator Sambuev
FM Michael Kleinman
FM Roman Sapozhnikov.

T T —— Head Table Top Boards

R2L:

WIM Natalia Khoudgarian
FM Michael Barron

Mark Plotkin.

That’s not a blindfold! FM Hans Jung, |, ‘
Canada’s foremost blindfold chess mas- :
ter, gave a five board demonstration.

(+4 =0 -1, losing to Adrian Chin)

Against Eric Malmsten, Hans knows
that some moves are better not seen and not heard.

Waiting for the pairings R2L: Egis Zeromskis. Victor Plotkin,
Mike Ivanov, Razvan Preotu, Roman Sapozhnikov.




Clockwise from top left:
Bator looks at Razvan.

Liza Orlova looks regal.

Organizer Ted Winick looks up.
Court Jester looks foolish.

WIM Nava Starr & husband Sa-
sha look forward to Olympiad.
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Blitz Results

http://www.chess-results.com/
tnr137935.aspx?lan=1&art=48&wi=821

PreEvent Promo
http://www.toronto4kids.com/June-
2014/Harbourfront-Centres-First-
Annual-Chess-Fest/

EZ Photos

https://picasaweb.google.com/11431729
9176089768805/20140615TorontoChess
Fest?authuser=0&authkey=Gvl1sRgCNm
nx9Gq__342AE&feat=directlink

Videos

Krnan

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bO2W_eBy5X4&feature=youtu.
be

Nava Starr — Yuri Aronov
(15 sec)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_
vpZ0i4cLt4&feature=youtu.be

Photos
Egis Zeromskis
John Upper
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The BC Senior Chess Champion-
ship is an opportunity for us to cel-
ebrate and honour our seniors and
to recognize them for their many
years of contribution to the BC
chess community. Our seniors help
our junior players by simply playing
and imparting some of their chess
wisdom and experience to them.
This tournament was our way of
thanking our seniors — by organiz-
ing a great event totally dedicated
to them.

Many of the players remarked
that they have been absent from
tournament chess for a number of
years. Even though some felt rusty
in their play, they nonetheless
thoroughly enjoyed the BC Senior
event.

60+ and 50+

Thisyear’s BCSenior Chess Champi-
onship attracted 30 players, which
more than doubled last years’ at-
tendance of 14 players. Last year
was the first ever BC Senior Chess
Championship and had an age re-
striction of 60 years old or bet-
ter. This year, we followed FIDE’s
World Senior Chess Championship
and lowered our age requirement
to 50 years old or better, which
may account for the huge increase
of this year’s player participation.

Early Round Upsets

The first round of the BC Senior
Championship produced upsets
for two of the top six seeds. Then
startingin round 2, the top two rat-

&

ed players, National Masters Brian
McLaren and Roger Patterson, ran
into some trouble — and that trou-
ble was named Paul Leblanc. Paul
drew Brian in round 2 and then
followed up with another draw,
this time with Roger. In the mean-
time, this allowed three players to
achieve perfect scores of 3/3: Jose
Kagaoan, Joe Soliven, and Enaya-
tollah Ganjian. Enayatollah beat
top seed Brian MclLaren in round
3, essentially removing all chances
for Brian to win the Championship.
This set up the fourth round game
between Jose and Enayatollah.
Jose won, which set up the final
round meeting with the only other
player with 4 points: Joe Soliven.
That game ended with a draw, and

by Victoria Jung-Donkjas
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a computer tiebreak was neces-
sary to determine the winner...

Congratulations to Jose Kagaoan.
2014 BC Senior Chess Champion,
and Joe Soliven who won 2nd place
overall. Jose Kagaoan and Joe So-
liven both scored 4%2/5 and both
received trophies and $100 each.

In the U1800, after his 2nd and
3rd round draws against the top 2
seeds, Paul Leblanc scored consec-
utive wins in his final two rounds
and ended up with an undefeated
score of 4/5. Closely behind, Robert
L. Barron —a frequent competitor
at the Langley Chess Club weekly
Swiss tournaments— scored 3%2/5
with a performance rating of 1956
to secure the U1600 prize.




Games

Chess Canada is pleased to feature
games annotated by John Doknjas,
Paul Leblanc, and tournament win-
ner Jose Kagaoan.

Jose Kagaoan recently returned to
tournament chess this year after
\t\\“""rrr/l an absence of 16 years. When he
accepted his championship award,
he expressed that he hopes to play
more tournaments in the coming
year.

Notes by Jose Kagaoan

Richardson,Ross (1923)
Kagaoan,Jose (2085)
BC Senior (3), 21.06.2014

1.d4 €6 2.c4 b6 3.c3 g6
4.3 2b7 5.295 6 6.2h4 a6
7.3 897

- N W 0O N

a b ¢ gh

Black has opted to play the Hip—
po defense which is character-
ized by the Bishop fianchetto at
b7 and g7 and a barricade—-like
structure of Black's pawns on

its third rank. Black temporarily
concedes the center and space
advantage to White but with the
objective of a timely strike in the
center to negate White's advan-—
tage.

8.2d3 De7 9.e47?!

White moves his pawn to e4

to prevent Black's Knight from
hopping over to f5 and attacking
White's Bishop at h4 but it would
have been better for White to
continue with his development;
i.e., move his Queen to d2 or e2
then castle his King on either
side of the board.

9...d6 10.h3
White prepares an escape route
for his Bishop at h4 but it would
again have been better for him
to develop his Queen then castle
his King to safety.

10...2d7 11.¥d2 0-0 12.Eb1?!

//////

/////////////////////

//////////////

N W A~ OO N

e &

d e f g

White prepares for a pawn
thrust on the Queenside sup—
ported by the Rook on b1, a
strategy often played out by
White in other openings such as
against the King's Indian De—-
fense. However, he should have
castled his King to safety and
pursued an attack on Black's
Kingside by placing his Queen's
Rook (after castling) on g1 to
support a g4 and h4 pawn
storm.

12...%e8!

Black positions his strongest
piece on the same file as White's
uncastled King and moves out of
a possible pin on Black's Knight
at e7 from White's Bishop at h4
and allow the advance of Black's
f-pawn to 5.
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13.b4?

White should really have cas-
tled his King to safety to avoid
Black's impending counter.

13...e5!

Black now launches a pawn
thrust against White's cen—
ter made more vulnerable by
White's uncastled king.

14.d5 f5

The start of Black's challenge to
White's center.

15.Wc2
editor — 15.)g5!?

15...5f6 16.2xf6 2xf6 17.h4?

a b ¢ d e f g

White underestimates Black's




challenge and proceeds to
launch his own Kingside attack.

S =g

Black re—purposes the role of
his fianchettoed Queen Bishop
to the c8-h3 diagonal which
L ) \LLN/ ( White weakened by moving his
\\\\“ YOy /4 h—pawn to the fourth rank.

18.2d2 4 19.c5

2 7
%7///// ////// / // ,,,,,, V/V/é %y/‘
22 2 23 |

.

;/% ////// / 8 ;/%

. Ql%%@/%@
& WEHy A4

L2 & H

e g h

N w A OO N

White continues with his Queen-
side pawn roller oblivious to the
dangers lurking on its uncastled
King.

19...2f5!!

Black opens up the e—file with
a Knight sacrifice that White
has to accept to prevent it from

©
g
©
—
©
O
),
7).
o
f—
&

hopping to the d4 square where
the Knight can further support
Black's Kingside attack.

20.exf5 e4!
The pawn sac opens up the a1
to h8 to Black's powerful Bishop
at f6 and White's King will now
be under direct attack from
Black's Queen at e8.

21.)cxed gxf5 22.¢f1 fxed
23.&2xe4 We7

= %2% A
.

‘//X/ ///// Z/g/é/// %
“

N WA OO N

Black is a pawn down but has
the advantage of the Bishop pair
and more dynamically positioned
pieces compared to White. By
moving the Queen to e7, Black
intends to place the Queen to

g7 in support of the Bishop at

f6 to control the a1-h8 diagonal

as well launch a direct attack on
White's g2 pawn in tandem with
a Black Rook at g8.

24.c6 £g4 25.h5 Rae8 26.f3
2c8 27.5b3 &h8

i £ w
%//;;//7
'y _

%//g/ /g

i
%////g/
& W A

%ﬁ/ /g/ﬁ

N W A~ OO N

Making way for the Black Rook
to move to g8 with White's pawn
at g2 as target.

Richardson - Kagaoan
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28.Wd3 Eg8 29.2d1 Wg7
30.Wc2 He5 31.2e1 ¥ig3
32.%f2 Wxf2+ 33.2xf2 Beg5
34.8eg1 £c¢3 35.a3 a5

%g%%%;%
E% 42%@/%;
ééw % %

//////

%@g %8@

. kA
% A A @%

N w BN [6)] ()} ~ oo
W
N \D:):) N
\N&
"5
NSNS
Ded

White's Queenside pawns come

under attack after White's Queen
Rook had to be diverted to g1 to

defend the g2 pawn.
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36.bxa5 bxa5 37.a4 2a6 Notes by John Doknjas A good move, planning to elimi-  9.9¢3
38.2h2 Eb8 39.8b1 Eb4 Kagaoan,Jose (2085) nate the ©c6 so that White can This move is
40.2h4 2c4 41.2xa57? Ganjian énuyat (1879) completely control e5. Control of not the best, BLLTI R (IR S

203 ’ this ssuarehgives Whiteh ex}gellent SINIRSCM At the start of Round
. attacking chances on the King- IRUEREVAS 4, each player found
8 BC SenIOI‘ (4), 22.06.2014 Side. the BIShOp a //Thank YOU” Card
7 3 8 In the game from the Organiz-
6 1.f4 d5 2.2f3 2\f6 3.e3 c5 White moves ers individually
/ +

5 4.b3 5\c6 5.8b5 %;73% ;;%;“’66 bxc6 7.2e5 his Knight addressed to them,
. =P g CECRUAM o/ong with the group
3 & & Sileli[eNe[oR(eM  photo taken before
; %7 7 8 //%/ Ty %@/%/E% 8 E| the Kingside [Nl el Nl 0G
1 / ﬁ// /%ﬁ / 7%@* // i g/yg 13 % 4 SRUEROWIIE o BC Provincial pin
8 _ | s A // /////// ) o| 4 / ‘ m/ Y can increase IR A el WIS
5% /@%A@* //%/ n /%/ 5% 4 ‘5 // ,,,,,,, / his attacking Organizers anql ?hIEf
Better for White was 41. 2¢2 to W ///% 2y | 7 %/ //// /8/? _ chances. Aforterwere gling
V/ %/ 7% // %/ %/ )7, group photo signed

avoid the loss of the Knight but Vo5 /&/@ _ 3% 2 / -
: AW // 8%@ = w 9.d3 247 by all the players
after 41. ...2xa4, Black is clearly 2 8/ /// /M,///// /// 2 8 ga i //% &8 0 g (below)
. . - ] é 2 /Z 7 j 2} I | Sa — g G 7 / /// /7 Doy 10 d2 O_O :

41...Bxb1 42.2xb1 £xa5
43.8xf4 2xd5 44.2e4 £xed
45.2xe4 Bxh5 46.8c4 g7
47.94 £b6+ 48.52g3 Ec5
49.8xc5 &xc5 50.a5 &f6
51.%2f4 h6 52.ke4 cheb
53.f4 d5+ 54.¢2d3 ©d6
55.f5 stxc6

0-1
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11.2)df3 Increasing White's con—
trol over e5.

9...§,g7 10.Ha4 Nd7 11.0-0
Hxe5 12.fxeb5

012.82xe5 This move forces
Black to exchange his g7 Bish-

op.

12...2xe5
Now this is unclear. 012...c4.

13.&xe5 ¥xe5 14.9xc5 0-0
15.%f3 d4
15..¥b2 16.2fc1 &f5.

16.2d3 ¥d6 17.e4 2e6
18.%f4 Efd8 19.%h6

Now White has a winning ad—
vantage.

19...%2h8 20.2f4 £g8 21.2h4 Eg7
Although Black is passive, he is
surviving.

20.8f4 Bf8 21.Eh4 BEf7 22.e5
Wc7 23.8e1 Bg7 24.Exd4 c5

%r@
Fal

e

_ 8 d

25.0f4 £f7 26.2d3 c4 27.2g3
cxb3
N27..5h8 28.e6 £e8.

28..\h5!
With the win, Jose Kagaoan also
won a berth into the final cham-
pionship round with Joe Soliven,
as both had perfect 4/4 scores.

1-0

Paul Leblanc was top U1800, win-
ning a trophy and $80. Paul is the
CFC Ratings Auditor and plays fre-
quently in tournaments in BC, WA,
and throughout the rest of Canada
and the United States. Paul is also
one of the most active chess orga-
nizers in BC (Grand Pacific Open,
Keres Memorial, BC Open, and BC
Senior Championship).

Notes by Paul Leblanc

Leblanc,Paul (1768)
Burke,Paul (2048)
BC Senior (4), 22.06.2014

Paul Burke had not been active
in BC chess for the previous five
years but made an exception for
the 2014 BC Senior Champi-
onship. It was just too good an
opportunity to see chess friends
and play in a tournament not
overpopulated with under-rated
juniors. Paul has always been a
strong player and | expected a
tough game.

1.d4 Hf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6

4.9 c¢3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4
g6 7.£d3 £g7 8.h3 0-0 9.5)f3
£ ab

104

////////

Z, //// 4/// ; i///
A5

7 7 7 7
A

- N W P~ OO0 N
R
A\

///////////////

Y
e f g

Less popular than 9...b5, a
move that has been played
against me recently by a couple
of opponents including John
Doknjas. | believe 9...b5 which
offers the b—pawn in exchange
for White's e—pawn is more of a
challenge for White.

10.0-0 Dc7 11.2f4 He8
12.2e1 Dh5

E oWE o |
din

////////////////////
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The first non-book move. Two 19.8e2 | 7 hd | o
moves later the Knight gets Here | started worrying that 1 em W n Yy,
. D =B & % 7% /
drlven back to f6, a loss of two 19.5¢c4 would be met by a 6 %% % % 3 %//
tempi. flurry of exchanges: 19...%cxd5 5% @/;/‘/; g%/” “““ % / //////
20.exd5 (editor — 20.5)xd5 e /// g,@ N s %

ol : ' Exel+ 23.4f1+-) 20, Vixel+ 3% & A d B ////
Getting the Queen off the back 21.8xe1 Bxel+ 22.4f1 (or maybe 2 g/ j n %@@2 o A Z/%@Z@%
rank and ConS|der|ng gettlng her . . 1 //WZ/ ////// % ,,,,,, % ////// % /////// // ///// / ////// 7 B

NS 0nZa o 4 hitting the Black d-pawn. gﬁgﬁﬁ;ﬁéﬂg 23008 x - | . / /
15...2b7 16.g4 Df6 17.¥f4 my ability to calculate in a posi-
£f8 18.d2 tion where material appeared At first glance it looks like White 30...2a6
In.tending to re—position to c4 one éhea 4. Instead. | made a ' the complicating move 30...%b5
with more pressure on the Black grecau tionafy Tove ,an d failed to but White would still stand better
d—pawn. capitalize immediately. 23...2a6 24.9)\xc7 £xd3 with an extra pawn and a vul-
25.2e30 c4 26.e5 Dxg4 nerable Black King.
18.. We7 27.hxg4 ¥xc7 28.exd6 ¥d7
19...b5 20.axb5 axb5 29.5\e4 2xed+ 30.2xed
I e 21.2xa8 Hxa8 22.5xb5 Hal+ ' ' 313'ng?6'°352 05 Bx05 33 Wixab
_ _é;ﬁ/ %/*% //f 23.g2 Wxd5 34.Wxc4+-.
*%Z///é// ,,,,, /Z///é/ / % /%/

% /é// //
AT AlA

e N o Y o/
7 7z 727

- N W s~ 00O N o

2\cxd5?

Leblanc - Burke




Notes by John Doknjas

Soliven,Joe (1936)
Kagaoan Jose (2085)
L/ BC Senior (5), 22.06.2014
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This was the final round game
between the only players with
4/4. Since the next closest play-
ers had 3, we knew that this
game would decide who would
be crowned the 2014 BC Senior
Champion.

1.5f3 b6 2.93 g6 3.£92 £b7
4.0-0 £g7 5.c4 d6 6.2c3 e6
7.2b1 De7 8.d3 h6 9.2d2
Nd7
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Black's setup is known as the
Hippo and is good for possibly
surprising your opponent.
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10.%¢c1 g5 11.De1 £xg2
12.2xg2 e5 13.e4 f5

W&/m //////

%%%é% //////

AE & AOH
////// P 5 7 ////,,W

%%ﬁ . B&
f h

.2 ,
14.b4

g
14.5e3 f4 15.9ed5 c6 16.0xe7
Wxe7 In the game, White's
Knight ended up out of play on
g2, so at least here he was able
to trade it off.
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14...f4 15.g47?!

This allows Black to open the h—
file by pushing his pawn to h5.

15.%d1 was stronger, as it
prevents ideas with pushing the
f4 pawn to f3. Also, the Queen
could use the d1-h5 diagonal to
White's advantage if Black is not
careful.

15...5)f6 16.f3 h5 17.h3 hxg4
18.hxg4 Wd7
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19.%d1

19.Wc2 was slightly better than
Wd1 because it connects the
Rooks. After White plays f2
and Zh1, Black will take on h1
and White can take back with his
b1-Rook.

19...2h3 20.%2f2 &f7 21.2h1
Hah8 22.2xh3 Exh3 23.22d5

L auAes

o Y e W L aaar W s Za ey

& %/%/%
. / e /K
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/////

%//8/é/§
/ %

/// ////

//////
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23...40g6

23...9fxd5 Since it is very dif-
ficult for Black to break through
on the Kingside, opening a
second front on the Queenside
would be a good idea. 24.cxd5
c6 25.dxc6 Hxc6 26.£c3 b5.

24.5xf6 £xf6 25.c57?!

W% %

////////////////////
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This is the correct idea, attack-
ing on the Queenside in order
to distract Black from the King—
side. However, this gives away
a pawn and does not really give
White good counterplay. After
taking on c5, Black's Queen can
even come to d4.

25...dxc5 26.%b3+ g7
27.%c4 cxb4?!
27..Wd4+ This was simpler.
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28.%xd4 exd4 Black is up a
healthy pawn and his Knight can
jump to the nice outpost on e5.

28.2xb4 c5

28...Wd4+ Again, this move was
strong.

29.£¢3 Hh4 30.5xh4 Bxh4
31.cbg2 Bh8

N WA OO N

a b ¢ e

32.a4!
A strong move, fixing Black's
Queenside pawn majority for
now. Also, this gives White the
option of playing a5 sometime.

32...g6 33.Eh1 Bxh1
34.shxh1
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o 7 7 7 8 %y %y %y 7 Sponsors o
A W 7%7 //% //% //%/ We were able to obtain a nice ven-
6 j///  bee | of & & ue at the Comfort Inn & Suites Sur-
s i . i s) 432 & & rey Hotel in Surrey, BC, which of-
i a ///@’///é //I/é/// 4 % A % A % A % fered good lighting, good air ﬂ0\_/v,
o\ @ / W By AT and ample room. Therewasa S.klt-
| / ) % % % % tles room nearby and we werejus’t
1 W %/ %/ %/ steps away from a Tim Horton’s
/ — g% - and pub for after-game fun. The
hotel offered free parking, afford-
34, W7 So long as neither player cap- able hqtfel rates, and free breakfast
Since after 34.. W7 and tures there is no way for either an.d Wifi. Sponsorshlp was key for
35. Wixcd White can hold & to penetrate, and if ...b4 White  this tournament. Itis only because
draw, retaining Queens may blocks with ¢b3 and oscillates of these generous Sponsors were
have’been better. with the £. we able to put on this champlc_)n-
42.2b2 b6 43.52¢3 £d8 ship ever):hal'; an tle.:;(cle'llenthplaymg

venue, with beautiful trophies an
Moving the King to help on :gggg £¢7 45.8¢3 2d6 prizes, delicious snacks and coffee,
the Queenside is an interest- ' and quality equipment. So thank
g%%%agﬁ--@g 3§-®9é? . you sponsors for making a good
<2g1 (editor — 36.2f2 V2=V event, a GREAT event:

he7 37.he2 bd6 38.Wd5+=.)

36...52e7 37.2g2 bd6 38.sg1 . Phlguott Harris
be6 39.52g2 b7 40.5eg1 a6 oger Ia EFISOH
Although White will probably ~ Paul Leblanc
still draw, Black can try to push Richard Lapenna
...b5 here and get some win- Doug Sly

Paul Burke

ning chances.
BC Chess Federation

Comfort Inn & Suites Surrey

35.22g1 ¥xc4 36.dxc4 &f7 Hotel

37.a5 $e6 38.axb6 axb6
39.¢hf2 bd7 40.%e2 cb

41.¢td3 b5 Victoria Jung-Doknjas




Thanks to

Co-Organizers: Victoria Jung-
Doknjas and Paul Leblanc
Arbiters:Joe Roback (Chief Arbiter)
and Victoria Jung-Doknjas

Special Thanks to
Brian Sullivan
Edward Enns
Neil Doknjas

Links

Final Standings
http://wordpress.cvining.com/bc-
senior-2014/standings-2014-bc-senior-
chess-championship/

reserves
http://chess.ca/crosstable?tournament_
check_number=2014070028&key=312f1b
a2a72318edaaa995a67835fad5

Photos
http://wordpress.cvining.com/bc-
senior-2014/photos-2014-bc-senior-
chess-championship/

BC Chess Federation
http://www.chess.bc.ca/

Victoria Chess Club
http://www.victoriachessclub.pbworks.
com

Comfort Inn & Suites Surrey Hotel
http://www.comfortinnsurrey.com

Brian Sullivan has dedicated his life and
career to saving lives and helping others.
Many of us have witnessed
time and again his gener-
osity, kindness, and willing-
ness to help others in need.
Through this, he has encour-
aged others around him to
want to be better people. As
such, the Organizing Com-
mittee recognized Brian Sul-
livan for his contribution to
the BC Chess Community
and for being the 2014 BC
Senior Championship's Most
Sportsmanlike Player.

Edward Enns was recognized by the Organizing Committee for his many
years of contribution to the BC Chess Community and for being the 2014

BC Senior Championship's Most Amiable Opponent.

L2R:

Victoria Jung-
Doknjas,
Paul Leblanc,
Edward Enns,
Joe Roback
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Neil Doknjas won the Outstanding Com-
petitor Award for being the undefeated
House Player. Neil is the current U10 BC
Provincial Cham-
pion and com-
peted at the 2012 .
World Youth i = .
Chess Champion- &
ships. Neil was
also the National
U8 Champion in
that same year.
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Eastern Ontario Open Notes bv Kevin Pace ultimately prevailed with a sud— with 5...f6 when play proceed-
) P y . Y den mating attack, in spite of his ed 6.2e2 0-0 (6...¢6 7.0-0 is
June 20-22; RA Centre, Ottawa. Pacey,Kevin (2169) : L
Gelbi ’ Robert (2243 time trouble. thought to favour White slightly.)
Qiyu Zhou won the top section EQ% um;Robert ) L83 (rather than tho banal 7.0-

: . 0, transposing to 6...2c6 etc.)
with 4/5, (+3 =1 -0, Y2-bye; TPR Eastern Ontario Open (2), 1.d4 d6 2./ f3 . - 7..b6 (7..WIc8 is the only move
2496). The’ result poosted the  21.06.2014 | had been stydy(lng a few minor found in my databases.) 8.h3
14—yfaar—old s CFC rating to 2295, lines of the King's Indian a cou- £c8 9.4 £b7 10.Wc2 H)fd7 (10...
making her —by one point— the The game that follows was one ple of weeks before this game, a6 might be one better move.)
#2 CFC-rated woman in Canada. of my more interesting ones from and so | decided to steer for one 11.£95 h6 12.9e3 when White
Kevin Pacey upset top-seed Joey  the Eastern Ontario Open. of them as White. won in 28 moves with a kingside
Qin in round three on his way to After an opening of some the- attack by refraining from cas—
sharing second-place with Kevin oretical interest, a spirited clash 2...96 3.c4 £g7 4.5\c3 tling, pushing t.he h—paV\{n again
Wan, who went undefeated and occurred in the middlegame soon, after which the knight was
took the only ¥2 point off Qiyu. where m : ’ missed on f6.
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mentor Bob Gelblum 8; ﬁ gg;@ %%E%
Ben Kellar won the U1900 4 y/‘ i //,,N/ d¢ 5.4 0-0
with 4Y2/5, conceding a draw 6 % // ) // %
to second-place Jacob Krolc- 5% /%///////%/ //%/ - —
zyk. | Ea8 = o ° %E ////// %//g/; //%%@/ .
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Chess Canada has games from 2B AN i /% //% A 2%
the top two finishers. WH AW o H 5%% //%%//%% //%%

The obvious game to pick a b e d e T g h 4 ///%/g/é@g ///%/ _
would be Pacey’s upset win 3%7 //Zﬁ/ %//%@/%//%/ y
over top-rated Joey Qin, but 4..5f6 2| &4 /Z/%/ /%/ //Z/%/é A
since this was pretty-much de- In another game | played in Ot- ] %é%f/ & H
cided by an opening blunder, tawa, less than a month later, a b o de f goh

Kevin chose the following game
against a long-time friend and

Stjin De Kerpel at first contin—
ued with a move of the Modern 6.295

sometimes training partner. Defence by playing 4...294 but | investigated this sideline, oddly
after 5.e3 he returned to what is enough, after trying to find a new

. a minor line of the King's Indian
Kevin Pacey




answer to one question that has
troubled me a little about play-
ing the King's Indian with Black.
Namely the Exchange Variation
of the Classical KID, which oc-
curs after 6.2e2 e5 (the main
move) 7.dxe5 dxe5 8.%xd8. It's
somewhat dull, and it seems
hard for Black to win, certainly at
GM level, especially if White is
bent on drawing.

My attempt at a new answer to
this from Black's point of view
involved noticing that after the
evasive 6...c6, following 7.0-0.
ECO fails to mention 7...£ab,
which transposes to a satisfac—
tory line in ECO for Black, and
bypasses 6...20a6 7.£f4 (intend-
ing e4-eb5), which favours White
slightly.

In case of 6.2e2 c6 7.295 (if
7.2f4 d5 is possible) 7...a6 8.¥/d2
b5 9.e5 the queenless middle-
game that can arise after 9...
dxe5 is now quite attractive for
Black, but 9.a3 seems a bit more
annoying to me, especially if
Black is seeking a fighting game.
Still, I think 1'd normally prefer

to try this line, more than risk
allowing the Exchange Varia—

tion, if | ever needed to win at all
costs with Black from the posi-
tion after 6.Be2. | also thought,
while | was at it, I'd check ECO
for any other such problem for
Black at an early stage, and then
| noticed that the offbeat 6.£95
might be one. Not only that, but
it seemed it might also provide a
way to play for a win with White
in a somewhat potent fashion, if |
prefered.

...h6

Golubev suggests 6...2g4!?
here, but the simple 7.h3 seems
slightly better for White (more
tests may be required than are
found in my databases, how-
ever). In comparing the few
relevant texts | have, | found
there's nothing generally held to
be completely reliable for Black if
he wants a fighting game where
he's not worse after 6.2g5.

The main alternative here is 6...
¢5 7.d5 h6 when 8.2e3 e6 (Vig-
oritto stops here, implying Black
is fine) 9.h3 intending £d3 fa—
vours White slightly according to
ECO. We can hope for Black's
sake that the evaluation is at
least still up in the air here.

Note 6...e57? 7.dxe5 dxeb
8.Wxd8 Exd8 9..d5 loses ma-
terial for Black, a sort of trap
familiar from the Averbakh or
6.£95 Saemisch variations of
the KID.

7.2e31?

After other moves my books
concur that Black is not troubled.
Except, 7.2f4 can lead to heavy
simplifications if White wants,

if Black plays 7...)c6 8.d5 e5

or 7..e5, as are given in ECO.
From Black's point of view, |
would try deviating at move sev—
en, after consulting a database
and an engine or two. The game
continuation is more of a potent
winning attempt for White.

7..294 8.2c1

Another move that appears in
my databases is 8.£d2. My
chosen move hopes to possi—
bly place the bishop on a better
square than d2 later on, while
leaving the White queen a clear
view of the centre along the d-
file, and incidentally keeping d2
free as an option for the Hf3 too.

...e5
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ECO stops here and evaluates
the position as equal, quoting
Reinhardt—-Bolbochan, Mar del
Plata 1956, which proceeded
9.h3 exd4, when Black went on
to win.

9.d5 5 10.h3 £)f6 11.exf5
gxf5 12.8e2
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At this point Vigorito remarks
that he is not entirely con—
vinced that Black is okay (as is
"thought" after just Black's ninth
move, he says). | thought that I'd
give this position a try with White
if I ever had the chance to play
it. My silicon beast evaluates the
game as close to dead level, but
there are a number of attrac—
tive imbalances for both sides:
Black's kingside pawn structure
is a little loose, but his pawn duo




in the centre looks nice, and
White's now undeveloped £c1
has some potential to prove an
embarrassing factor if White is a
bit careless (alas, he was...).

to play. | wanted to mobilize my
f-pawn in order to swiftly come
to grips with that central Black
pawn duo.

16...dxe5 17.20d3 We7 18.We1

Here 18.2e3!7? looks playable,
when the position would be
tense and unclear.
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Wixf8 23.2xa1 Ee8 is still a fairly
even, unclear game in spite of
Black's bishop pair.

19...f4 20.2xf4

14...2d7 15.f4 Here 20.%g6 &c2 and 20.%f2

12...a5

Instead 12...%a6 at once was
possible, but Black prefers to
guard b4 with the pawn in ad-
vance in order to secure c5
for possible occupation by the
knight.

13.0-0 Ha6 14.He1
This may not be the only way
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15...%e8

A machine may think 15...e4 to
be at least as good, though then
Black loses flexibility, and White

is already on his way to a possi—

ble thematic pawn break on g4.

16.fxe5

Instead, 16.£e3 was a natural
choice, but | wished to discour-
age ...¥g6 with my following
move. Now Black's pawn duo is
freer than before, however.

Bob Gelblum

18...2\b4
oAARW &
6 A
) 1
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Bob prefers this to the equally
acceptable 18...2ae8, perhaps in
order to force the pace, as time
trouble had begun to creep in
against him.

19.¥g31?

This quickly leads to a radical
transformation of the position.

| failed to see (or else ac-
cept) that 19.2e3 was alright,
when 19...20c2 20.2c5 We8
(20...¥ixc5+ 21.0xc5 favours
White) 21.Wf2 &Hxal 22.£xf8

f3! both are better for Black, so
White has little choice.

20...exf4 21.&xf4
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21..5c2

Here 21...£0h8 22.d6 (22.£xc7
?e4 favours Black) 22...We6
23.dxc7 is very unclear. Now

if 23..20e4?! 24 H\xed Wixed
25.2ad1 White is at least slightly
better.

22.2ac1?

| had to play 22.2ad1 with a




fairly even (though rather un-—
balanced) position, but | had a
vague fear of a fork on e3 be-
ing fatal at some point. In fact,
White's £f4 can arrive at d6é with
a saving fork or skewer in some
cases. In hindsight, a morning
game may not always offer the
best time to play sharp chess.

22...0d4F 23.2d3 &f5

Black also had 23...2h5 When
White has no choice but to
plead for a queen exchange with
24.We3 since 24.Wg6 fails to
24.. .8xf4.

24.d6 ¥d7

Even 24...cxd6 is good here,
naturally.

25.82xh6 Hh5

26.%%g5

Better was 26.£.xf5 Q\xf5 27.Wg5

Nxh6 28 ¥xh57.

26...2xd3-+ 27.Bxf8+ Exf8
28.%xh5 ¥xd67?!

Instead 28...We6 wins comfort—
ably.

29.&xg7F sexg7 30.2d1
Better was 30.Wg4+.

30...296
Here 30...%g3! wins.

31.¥xa5?
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Obtaining a third pawn for the
piece, but allowing a mating at-

tack. Instead better was 31.Wg5.

Qiyu Zhou

31...Wg3-+

My machine prefers
31..5f3+ 32.56f2 Hig5+
winning eventually.

32.cth1 &f3

Now White could give
away everything but the
kitchen sink to delay mate,
but instead | continued in
a more human fashion.

33.gxf3 Wxh3+

Around here | finally no—
ticed that this opens the
h—file for Black's rook.

34.52g1 ¥g3+
It's mate in two.

0-1

Here’s a Sicilian miniature from

the tournament winner.

Zhou,Qiyu (2263)
Dumont,Felix (2184)
B66

Eastern Ontario Open Ottawa
CAN (2), 20.06.2014

Notes by John Upper

';3 ie

1.e4 c5 2.2f3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.9Hxd4 Nf6 5.9)¢c3 Hcb
6.295 e6 7.¥d2 a6 8.0-0-0
h6 9.2xc6 bxc6

/7 / /7 77
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10.£h4 15.£f2! (not 15.£xg5? hxg5 N CEY Y section were all juniors, ahead of
10.£f4 d5 11.%e3 2e7 (11...2b4 16.%xg5 ¢5%) White has good N i% %% %5% the ratings favourites. Olivier-Ken-
is another try.) 12.£2e2 0-0 13.h4 control over the queenside dark- i (% (% (%/ %;/‘/ ta Chiku-Ratté won his first four
Dh7 (13..2d7 14 ¥g3 ©h8 squares, and Black's &) is a long 4 %%/ 2 %%‘// games before conceding a draw to
15.2c7 We8t (1-0, 52) Wan,Y way from useful. %% =" %% /%/ guarantee him first place, ¥2-point
(2505) Zheo) (2610) Crine, | ///@// e ahead of Hong Rui Zhu. Chess
) 14.94 5x : g 30,0, 0, kY, Canada has two games from the
16.£.xg5 Wixgh 174 We7 18.g5—  15-6xd6 2 A AT A ;
5\c5| ' N e N G~ event.
(1-0, 35) Edouard,R (2686) 134,651 and Black's dark | ®B & 1§
—Raetsky,A (2427) Al Ain, 2012. squares will give him night- s d = T 5 h
mares: 13..%b6 14.293 dxc5 Chiku—Ratte, Olivier-
(14..5\d5 15 5)ed+-) 15.exf6+- Kenta
10... Wb6N 11.5a4 Wb7 Black's position is shattered and ~ YVhat happens on ...&g77? Villeneuve Robert
11...¥c7 keeps an eye on the it hasn't cost White even one D85 ’
dark squares. pawn. 17...297 18.2xb7! Championnat de Laval Laval
18.d7+ transposes. CAN (1), 20.06.2014
12.e5! 13...Eb8? Notes by John Upper
O13..gxhd 14 W3 g7 1555 18.._ & xd4 19.d7+! He7
o[E (15.d7+ 2xd7 1625 {Ic7 19...£xd7 20.0d6+ he7 1.d4 £)f6 2.c4 g6 3.5¢3 d5
17.Dxd7 Dh5 18.Wf31 W4+ 21.8xd4+- White's up a piece. 4.cxd5 O\xd5 5.e4 S\xc3
d 19.9xf4 H)xf4 20.0\c52) 15.. Wa7 : :
o| & 16.d7+ che7! (16...8xd7? 6.bxc3 £g7 7.2f3 c5 8.8b1
sV 175%d7 de7 18.5e5+) 20.dxc8H)+! 0-0 9.2e2 cxd4 10.cxd4
Al 17.dxc86)+ Zhxc8 Black's posi- Wa5+ 11.2d2 ¥xa2 12.0-0
3%’ tion is .ugly, but has some trick 1-0
& % potential. s[H //ﬁ g% /@;@%
" : A4 Aared
_ 14.893 Ded Championnat Ouvert |* /% /ﬁ/%ﬁ”
01457 15.hd+. de Laval , sV % .
12...95 June 20-22 in Laval, near Montréal, 4 / /8/ & %% 7
- 9 with $2700in prizes. It mightbere- .V 7~ ¢
Obviously not 12...dxe5?7 15.%d4 Dxg3 16.hxg3 Hg8 pr migh - 3| % %@////
13.Wd8#. mebered as a kind of “coming-out 1% & U
A12. el 13.We3 d50 17.2¢5 party” for Quebec juniors, since 2/ W % é‘éﬁ/;ﬁ%&//&/&
e We 1 %24@ / /

(13..Wb4? 14 Ed4+-) 14.03 H)a5 the top four places in the Open

f g




Exchange Grunfeld

In his 1999 book, Understanding
the Grunfeld, Jonathan Rowson
wrote: "Many Grunfeld players
have spent hours trying to fath—
om the mysteries of this position
and no one yet seems to know
who is better here." And then
gave one—and—a—half pages of
text (no variations) explaining
why it is so difficult to assess. To
pick only one pair of his seven
points: White has a large lead

in development and Black will
have a hard time developing the
queenside without giving back
the pawn, BUT White's £s aren't
particularly well developed, so
it's not clear how much of a
development advantage White
really has.

12...294

Ten years after Rowson, in 2009
on Chesspublishing.com, Glenn
Flear could now claim that, "This
is one of the most analysed
positions in the whole of chess",
but he (prudently) didn't offer an
evaluation of it either.

Maybe that's why dozens of GM
"games" have ended like this:
12...b6 13.Wc1 2b7 14.2c4 Wad

15.2b5 Wa2 16.2c4 Wa4 17.2b5
Va-Ya.

13.295 h6 14.2e3 Oc6 15.d5

15.8xb7 Eab82.
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15...2e5

This is not so common anymore,
but that may just be fashion.
More often, Black plays 15...%a5
or 15...8xf3:

15...5a5 16.2e1 b6 17.)d4 £d7!
(17...2xe2 18.8xe2 Wic4 19.8c2
Wa4~) 18.8a1 Wbh2 19.8b1 Wa2
20.8a1 Wb2 21.8b1 Wa2 (2-1%)
Radjabov-Svidler London, 2013.

15...0a5 16.2b4 &xf3 17.2xf3
&\c4 18.2d4 Hd2 19.8b2
Nxf3+ 20.Wxf3 Wa6 21.2xg7

coxg7 22.Wc3+ cbg8 23.Wc7

Wd6 24.8xb7 Wixc7 25.8xc7 a5
26.%a1 Bfb8= (V4-%, 45) Kam-
sky—Anand Las Palmas, 1995.

15...8xf3 16.2xf3 He5 17.8xb7
a5 18.8xe7 a4 19.2d4 Hxf3+
20.gxf3 £xd4 21.%xd4 a3 22.d6
We2

Ana/ysis Diagram

N W A~ OO N

%
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This line of the Grunfeld often
burns down to six major—piece
endings/middlegames where
Black has just enough counter—
play with the passed a—pawn
and threats to perpetual the
White 24:

23.d7 Wixf3 24.e5 a2 25.e60
a1V 26.8xa1 Exal+ 27.¥Wxa1
Wad+ 28.¢bf1 Wed+0= going to
el loses the Be7, so White has
to allow Black the perpetual.
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23.%g2 23...a2 24.2a1 Eab8
25.d7 Eb1 26.d8W (AWh8+)
26.. W1+ 27593 Wig1+ 28.55h3
W1+ (12-12) Kramnik—Svidler
Zuerich, 2001.

16.h3

16.8xb7 ab5!? (16...e6 17.d6 Efd8
18.8e1 has scored well for White
in many top—GM-level games.)
17.Exe7 ad:

Analysis Diagram
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18.2e1 (18.2d4 D xf3+ 19.2xf3
&xf3 20.gxf3 transposes to
Kramnik—Svidler, above.) 18...
a3!l 19.9xe5 £xe2 20.8xe2
Wxe2 21.Wxe2 a2 22.£d4
a1+ 23.&xa1 Bxal+ 24.Wf1
Bxf1+ 25.2xf1 £f600« with a
fascinating position: "In a single
move — 9cb, Dxgb, ExF7 —
White could choose between

3 different endgames! In my




opinion, all of them look safe
for Black" — K.Mekhitarian (in
Chessbase).

16...0xf3+ 17.2xf3 &xf3
8.Wxf3 Wa6 19.2f4 €6

/////////////

/////////////
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25...Wb7

Stockfish suggests 25...%a4
when Black should be able to
trade the doubled a—pawn for
White's d—pawn.

26.d6 a5 27.%e3 b4
n27...Wc6.

28.2xh6 a4?
N28...2xh6.

29.h5 b3 30.£xg7 $&xg7

L

) / 4/ //

LA @
| é?/ ﬁ@%%
l B /ﬁ7/”

31.h6+
31.Wd4+ f60 32.%xa4 b2
33.8b1 8xd6 34.2dxb2 &d1+
Gives Black decent drawing
chances in an endgame similar
to the one in the next note.

31...5th7= 32.%d4 {6 33.%xa4
b2 34.2b1 2a8?
34...8xd6! 35.2dxb2 Zd1+
36.Exd1 (36.5th2? Exb1 only
Black has winning chances
here.) 36...8xd1+ 37.%xd1
Wixb2=.

35.%d4! Wc6

35...2a1!? hoping that White
can't break the blockade on d7
without exposing his & to a per—
petual.

36.%xb2
36.2bxb2!+-.

36...&2xh6
36...Exd6? 37.Wb7++-.

37.¥xf6

1-0

Notes by Felix Dumont

Zhu,Hong Rui (2126)
Libersan,Thierry (2237)
B20

Championnat de Laval (5),
22.06.2014

This game and notes first appeared
on the CFC Newsfeed.

1.e4 ¢c5 2.De2

This move is often played to
confuse Black and still play 3.d4,
but White had a different plan.

2...e6 3.93 d5 4.292 dxe4
5.5bc3!?
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| can find only two games where
this move was played. £xe4 is
more frequent, but Hbc3 leads
to very interesting complications.
White has three developed piec-
es, while Black will need to play
...F5 and still has no developed
pieces.

5...f5 6.d3 exd3 7.5)f4 &Hf6
8.0-0!?
Another interesting move. White
is ready to give the pawn to take
the initiative. £xd3 was also
to be considered, but 0-0 was
definitely the move leading to
the most complications, which
seems to be White's goal.

8...dxc2 9.%xc2 Hc6
10.&2xc6+




Giving up the bishop might seem
counterintuitive, but weaken-

ing Black's position should be
White's priority in this position.

10...bxc6 11.2e1

White takes advantage of
Black's king, which is still in cen—
ter.

11...5f7 12.H a4

#d3 with the plan of playing
#e5+ was also interesting.

12...h57?

It's hard to justify such a move.
Black was looking for counter—
play but should have gone for
a more logical move such as
...2d6, attacking the ©f4 and
leaving more space for the king
and the Zh8.

13.2e3 h4

Again, Black continues to lose
precious tempi. Black only has
one developed piece and thus
has too few pieces to launch an
effective attack.

14.2xc5 hxg3 15.fxg3 Hed?

Moving his only developed piece
cannot be good and White spot-
ted why.

16.2xe4!

No need to do any calculations.
White's position is simply over—
whelming.

16...fxe4 17.2f1! &xc5+
18.2xc5 Wd4+

The computer suggests the fol-

lowing as the only line for Black:

18...52g8 19.5)g6 Eh5 20.2f8+
Wxf8 21.0)xf8 Hxf8 but it would
only be a matter of time be-
fore White takes advantage of
Black's disconnected pieces.

19.sbh1 g8 20.5)g6
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It's over. Black is now behind in

both development and structure.

20...2h5

20...Wd8 21.5f8+ Wixf8 22.5\xf8
Hxf8 23.Hxed+-.

21.0e7+0 &h7 22.5)xe4 Bf5
23.8f4!

1-0
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Links

Laval Results
http://chess.ca/crosstable?tournament_
check_number=201406039

Newsfeed
http://chess.ca/newsfeed/node/366

Photos

John Upper, taken at the RACC and
2014 TORO event.
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